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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of Iranrcriplion 08/09/96 

F a d v i s e d  that on the evening of July 17, 1996, 
he was on 
Island, NY, near MoFiches Inlet. -stated the dock runs 
in an east to west direction and he was standing slightly west of 

father , his It was mother, dusk. -bszed s a e that a 

small pale red/pink dot, originating from the southeast 
direction, appearing from his vantage point to be the size of an 
eraser going up in the sky. 

m a s  unable to estimate h i s  distance from the 
rising dot. 
was a relative distance of one foot above the horizon. The dot 
was followed by a thin, very white trail of smoke, which was 
slightly wider than the dot. The smoke was consistent in color 
and density. 

e Great G w  Dock located on the bay side of Fire 

-.> There was a restroom located to his 

IILook, a flare." 

He indicated he first observed the object when it 

It dissipated in approximately five seconds. 

The dot traveled up a path shaped like a candy cane: 
straight up, then curving at the top from west to east, if one 
was facing south. As the dot started to come down, it exploded 
as a single burst of flames into a bright orange fireball. He 
observed two defined, staggered sections of flames fallina. From 

point he was unable to see the flames landing: 
eard no sounds. -described the timing of 

events were as follows: the ot rose and curved for ten to _.. _ -  
fifteen seconds* there was an explosion and the flames fell for 
30 seconds. -tated he first believed he had seen a 
flare or a comet. 
right. 

The sun had already set behind him and to his 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trrnmiption 7/25/96 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA)  FREDERICK A .  JACKSON on july 23, 1996 at New York, New 
York: 

residence regarding his observations on the evening of July 17, 
1996. ,. 

-stated he picked up his two children from 
football practice at approximately 7:45 pm. While travelling 
north on Mill Road at approximately 8 : O O  pm, -observed for 
5 - 7 seconds an object 7,000 - 10,000 feet in the sky, moving 
from the west in a south east direction. D a d v i s e d  this 
object appeared to be an airplane similar in appearance to a 
space shuttle. -dvised this object was trailing white 
smoke. 

// YO 

Investigation on 7/ 2 3/ 9 6 11 Yaphank, Long Island (telep 

by SA FREDERICK A. JACKSON/FAJ/jmj Date dictated 7/p5/96 I 





265A-NY-259028 

On Auaust 20 
to the East Moriches 
County Police Officer 
One, in reference to 
on the evening of July 17, 1996. 

Police Officer -reports the following: 

On July 17, 1996, Office -was working a four to 
twelve tour at the MARINE BUREAU off c 
most end of th 
Police Officer 
was looking east out the window of the MAR 
saw the sky fill with red. Police Officer 
it was some type of aircraft fire. He con 
Unit via the polic+radio. Police Officer then launched marine boat ROMEO ( R )  and responded to the scene of the fire. 
stopped at the Coast Guard Station and picked up two more police 
officers and i-esponded to the crash site. 

located at the south 
OINT COUNTRY CLUB, Great River, New York. 
reported at approximately 2028 hours, he 

ted he knew 

He 

Police Officer -reports he saw nor witnessed a 
missile launch. 

C C L  30 7 
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- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

. .  

Date of transcription 8/9/96 

interview. 
furnished the following information: 

. .‘ .’ 
I -  b .. ; 

-advised that he was working the night of the 
plane crash on the 
loud boom and turne ? toward the south and saw a greyish/whfte 
basketball sized object dropping in the sky into the water. 

thenheard four or five more booms and observed a 

that he may have seen the wings of the plane sticking from the 
smoke trail. -stated that the incident was observed about 
ten degrees to e east of the dock on the Cupsogue Beach Park 
Pavill ion. 

psogue Beach Park Pavillion when he heard a 

- . *  
smoke trail descending to the water. -stated 4.. 

’+ 
A 7 2  .2 

.. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

- 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

. 
Dace of vanscription 07/25/96 

ature of the interview. 

D a d v i s e d  that between 8:35 and 8:40 PM, he 

was on hiseoht approximately one mile north of the 
observed what appeared to be a meteor flare to the southeast. w of the Forge River at the time. The red orange fireball 
was observed arcing downward for approximately four-five (4-5) 

impossible to tell how high the explosion occurred. The fireball 
seemed to breakup just above or at the tree line. 

seconds and-was situated at an 11:OO o’clock face position. 44, 
-never saw anything going up and advised that it was 4 

3.:. 
- z  

.. 

3% 
265A-NY -259028-SuB’ ccz 
r & A  

INOEXED - 

hveshgahon on 0 7 / 2 0 / 9 6 at Moriches, New York 

~~l~ # 2 6 SA-NY- 2 5 902 8 
SA GAVIN P .  SHEA 

ASON W D A Z Z  Datedictated 07/20/96 

- - - - - - . I  . ..._ . , . 
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FD-302 ( R e v .  3-10-623 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . .  
1. .I.~ .. . i 

Date of transcription 8 / 9 / 9 6  

then furnished the following information: 

ile sitting on the back deck of 
helter Island, NY, facing the 

to 3 / 4 "  scale high bright 
pinkish light that seemed to go up and then slowly s h a f t  of red 

descend. 
incident he-observed took between 3 1/2 to 5 seconds. 

-saw nothing else and stated that the whole 

Investigation on 7/25/96 a t  Long Island, New York (telephonically) 
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- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF I"GATI0N . .  . ;,* c 

Date of trurscription 08/07/96 

was advised of the nature of 

following information: 

On July 17, 1 9 9 6 , w w a s  at the beach one-half mile 
east of Shinnecock Inlet. He was 
frien s .  At about .his friends, 

orange flames in the south west 
stated "Loo the flare." 

They-appeared to be just to the right (west) of the one mile 
buoy. He heard what sounded like thunder just after he saw the 
flames. He recalled seeing a trail of smoke. 
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FD-302 (Rcv. 3-10-82) 

Date of transcription 8/8/96 

8:30 p.m., he was 
when he noticed an 

EOD in the 
explosion were 

white, yellow and orange and that it reminded him of napalm or 
the crack of a bomb. 
the sound ofthunder. Afterwards, he saw black smoke and flames 
fall from the area of the explosion to the ocean. 

He then heard two to three explosions and 

He noticed a vapor line from the ocean up to the sky, 
like a firework. 
but thought it could have come from the ground or possibly from 
the horizon. 

. r  

He saw this vapor line after the initial blast, 

He stated that he had never seen anything like this 
before in all the years he has been in Westhampton. 

.. 
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Date of transaiption 7/29/96 

~ _~_... 

furnished the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:40 pm, 
standing on the east life 

respectively, 

Her sister, 
who are 13 

with her sister, 
and her sister's 

attention was diverted towards the ocean. 
she saw three separate balls of fire which descended into the 
ocean. 
from sight. 
this incident occurred from her. 

on the beach when her 
As she turned to look, 

It fell straight down to the ocean until it disappeared 
She could not gauge as to how far in the distance 

I NOV 121996 I LY 

Investigation o 7/ 2 2/ 9 6 at Patchogue, New York A21 
File # -NY-2 59 08 

by Date dictrted 7/22/96 

'This document contains n e i t b a  recommendations nor coaduakns of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is bud to 
// 8/ 

qrq; . .  

, 





, .  . .s 

- %  
Dhte of tranraiplion 7/24/96 

the 

ge 12, stated that she was playing ball on the 
tennis cou a the WESTHAMFTON YACHT SQUADRON on the evening of 
July 17, 1996. The tennis court was enclosed by a high chain- 
link fence and equipwwith a protective screen further 
obstructing her view. 

From this vantage point facing south she observed a > 

reddish-orange fireball rising in the sky. 
reached its peak, it split into two pieces. Following this, she 

Thereafter, she heard one big boom immediately followed by two 
little booms. 

When the fireball 

observed metal tumbling down and an angular trail of black smoke. 
'*- +i 

Investigation on 7/19/96 at Remsenburg, New York 

~ f i ~  # 265A-NY-259028 
A s  WILLIAM HANSE 
AUL T. PALUMBO ( dp) Date dictated 7/23/96 

//Pr 
This document contains ndtber recommmdatioar nor condurioni of the FBI. I1 ii the property of the FBI u d  ir bud to 

. .  . . 
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FD-302 (Rcv. 3-1042) 

- 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8/7/96 

regarding any suspicious activity he may have observed in the 
neighborhood before the explosion. 
identities of the 
interview, -6vided the following information: 

After being advised of the 
terviewing Agents and the nature of the 

as visiting at his 

, *  

This occurred at about 8:40 p.m. 

July 17, 1996, observed a boat in the "back bay". It was a white 
speedboat with two people in it, travelling west. 

Other than the explosion,-on the evening of 

\ that his mother has been at the house 
and she may know more about any on 

unusual activity in the neighborhood before the explosion. 

WRMD - :> 
.. SERIALIZED /\FLED i -  
/ 

71 1\41 -- 
Investrpation on 7/26/96 at Long Island, New York 

F' # 265A-NY-259028 
SAs MARCIE A. HOUK/ @ JAMES MAHER/JM/dxa Date dictated 8 /  5/9 6 

/I?# 
T h u  document contlin, neither reaunmendations nor conclusions of the FBI. I t  ir the propaty of the FBI rad b bud 10 y a u  
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- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

i. 

. '. . -;:, <- 

7/28/96 

interviewing agents, as well as the nature of the interview. 

F t a t e d  that on July 17, 1996, at 
approximate y 8 : 2 5  p p  she was standing in the 
School parking lot talking to a friend. 
she was lookinq towards the south (Atlant c Ocean), she looked in 

ampton Bays High 
reports that as H 

the sky and-observed what she describes as a firework/Roman 
candle which did not go off the right way. She thought it was a 

reported that this firework looked like a thin red 
strea burst into a large flare. 

-3 Prior to losing sight of this flare behind the tree 
line, she observed flames coming out of each side as it slowly 
descended. escribes the flame on the right side as 
going out a-n then u 
as jetting out. 
hear any sounds. 

She describes the flames on the left side 
did not see any smoke, and she did not 

Because -thought the flare was a dud firework, 
she did not pay any more attention to it, and continued to go 
about her business. 

-. , 
Inveaigation on 7 / 2 8 / 9 6- n Bays, New York 

n 
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p - r  c ; ! ,  

- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESIlGATION 

Dare of banscnpnon 

i dn 

'? 
iT.. 

-)and a ..e On the night of TWA Flight 800's crash, 
group of friends were at a waterhole located off 0 

Police 

ount ry  
in the vicinit of the Suffolk County 

Range. b w a s  on the west bank 
of the waterhole approximately six ( 6 )  f et from the water. ,-. 

Someone said to look up and when he did&saw a fireball 'L? 

erupt in the s k y  and descent to the ground. He did not view the 
impact as the tree line obstructed his view. 

A roximately five (5) to six ( 6 )  seconds after the 
explosion eard what sounded like thunder, one big boom, 
and felt the ground tremble. 

265A-NY-259028-SUB- c d  - 
-, - ,-. - , .. . 

. L -  -3  -INOM0 
SERIALIZED LFILFD 7 

I_ 

\; - 1 . -  - 
- 

. -  -- 
tnvesngaoon on 7 / 2 4 / 9 6 at Speonk, New York 

Thls document contam neifher rccommcndat~oons nor concluslo~ of the FBI  It IS the property of the FBI a w l  u lolocd lo ywr a g q ;  
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ARTHUR BUKOWSKI, Shield Number 966, and Detective STEPHEN C. 
On July 21, 1996, at approximately 5:OO p.m., Detective 

roilowing information: 

-stated that on July 17, 1996, at approximately 
8:30 p.m., he was on- beach at the south end of Ponquegue 
Bridge, looking southwest. 
in the sky which turned into an orange glow which descended into 
the ocean. 
while it descended. 

-observed a "clearn flame high 

The fireball was observed to break into two pieces 

-did not observe any ascending objects, lights or 
smoke. 

. ._ - 

, . - .  

v . .. - 

- 

.. 

265A-NY -259028-SUB -ccL 
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265A-NY-259028 

On July 21, 1996, at approximately 12:50 p.m., 
/2!s 
Detective ARTHUR BUKOWSKI, Shield Number 966, and Detective 

' ;;;' 

On July 17, 1996, after sunset, was playing 

'nk/salmon 

on the street 
s facing south, looking between residence 

observed a very bri h 
to his south. * d e s 3  

the object a8 being the color of a red roman can 
advised that the object was descending very rapidly. 

e and 

The object went behind the water tower and reappeared 
below the tank section where it exploded into an orange color and 
continued its descent. 

No smoke was observed or noise heard. 

No objects were observed near or around 
sun had set at the time of observation and it was 

-_ 

k 

. .  
._f 

c/ 

the glow. The 
getting dark. 

265A-NY-259028-SUB - ccd- 

-., .. 
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265A-NY-259028 ;&!r 
The following investigation was conducted by Suffolk 

County Detective CHARLES DRAKE, regarding Trans World Airl ines  
(TWA), flight 800. 

Mor 
on 
27. 
fla 
f la 
fla 

indicated that the 
sh appeared to be an explosion. 
sh he saw nothing else. - 

-- 

3 R C H E D  -INKED 
~ A L I H D  _QS_FILEC 1F 

NOV 12 1996 
. F B ' R E ' A  Y O A n  
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I'D-302 (Rcv. 3-10-82) 

- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07/25/96 

following information: 

On July 1- was on Smith Point Beach 
walking eastward. 
forty-five (45) deg a flare vertically going tndownng. He 
observed the flare fork about one-two (1-2) seconds. Then he saw 
a horizontal explosion about one-half (1/2) way down from where 
he first observed what he believed was a "boat flare". He stated 
the flare appeared more orange than the explosion, which was 
reddish oran e. 
parts. &could not say what speed the flare was 
traveling. 

UNITED AIR 
1996 to July 25, 1996, will return and be available from 12 PM to 
8:30 AM on July 2 4 ,  1996. 

o served to his right, at about 

The large explosion fell to the ocean in two 

-was interviewed telephonically. He is a 
ES Pilot and will be traveling from 11:30, July 23, 

Will cancel his plans if necessary. 

I I. 

,__ . 
T 

at  Plantation, Florida (telephonically) hwcatigation on 07/23/96 

 fie # 265A-NY-259028 

by SA RICHARD McCARTHY/h Date dictated 07/23/96 
/ / 9  7 

" c 

Tbh document mntaini nr i lhrr  rronmmrndmtinna nnr mnfiI...ir.-. ..r th-  P O I  r. L .L- - t a t  --I . . - . 
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FD-302 (Rcv. 3-10-82) 

- 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 

- 2  1 ",* 
7/29/96 I '  

. .+ 

then 
furnished the following information: 

fadvised that at approximately 8:30 pm, she was 
s i t t in--- dwalk at Smith Point with a friend 
named entioned to 
must be in is ress because a flare had 
described the flare as a small 
flash around it. F s t a t e d  that she only observed the 
reddish-orange ba or two to three seconds. The reddish-orange 
ball seemed stationary and then there was an explosion which 

advised that the explosion had red and orange flames an 
smoke with a bright light inside. Approximately two seconds 
later, the mushroom cloud expanded even further and a fiery 

stated that six to eight seconds elapsed during the whole 

expanded to a large mushroom cloud which was 
times larger than the size of the 

seemed to shoot from the cloud and descend to the water. 

described. No smoke trail was observed behind the 
reddish-oranqe ball and the explosion was not heard, but only 
observed. The explosion 
position. She estimated 
looked as if it occurred 

appeared to have taken place east of her 
the distance as five miles and stated it 
only one mile off shore. 

265A-NY-2 9028-SUB CC / 

NOV 12 1996 
.. 

Invesbgation on 7 / 2 2 / 9 6 at Medford, New York 

by SA GAVIN P.  SHEA:^^^&% Datcdtctated 7/24 /96  
/ I 9 8  

F , ] ~ #  265A-NY-259028 
ES J. R-ELL 

. '. 

T h i h  docurnert, U-IIIUIIL. wither rurnrnrnedatmns nor mnclwiom nf the FBI It IC the nrnnem of  the FBI a d  IS loaned to vmir w r n r w '  
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-1042) 

. .  ' .: 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

in Brookhaven. Mott.Lane ends at 

they were there fore 
appeared to him ak'two 

there with two A f t e r  

exploding. 

-stated that it looked as though t w o  propane 
tanks had caught fire and were streaking up from the water or 
coast line in the south southeast sky over Shirley, New York. He 
thought a gas station might have exploded. The objects had ana, 
orange and purple tail of flame. He could not see any smoke 
trail or the object at the head of the trail. The object or 
objects took less than one and a half seconds t o  reach the ir  
highest point. There was then a blue and dark purple f lash .  
Something came off the top of the plane followed by flame. 
another part dropped off. 
a little further. 

Then 
The rest of the plane seemed to coast 

All this appeared to occur about two inches above the 
horizon. It did not appear to be ten miles away. 
orange and yellow flames and black smoke coming from the object 
as it fell. 

There w a r e  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Datc of transcription 7/31/96 

birth home 

interviewing agent and the nature of the interview. 
provided the following information: 

-as on the beach at Dennisport, 
Massachusetts on 7/17/96. He described the evening as very clear. 
The sun had set. 

eddish 
could not 

At approximately 8:30 pm, 
flare 
tell if the initial line was goinq up or down. It then burst into 

in the sky back towards Long 
- .  

a small fireball. It looked like the-puff associated with 
fireworks. A larger fireball erupted off the smaller one. 

then saw several jets shooting down from the larger 
realized that he was not looking at a reqular flare 

but did not know what he was seeing. The entire event-lasted 5 to 
10 seconds. It was close to the horizon so 0 thought it 
was far away. 

-marked his position on a map and drew his 
line of sight t o  the event. He then sketched the event. Both 
s k e t c h  and annotated map are attached. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dare I r i  rranscnpaon 7/30/96 

Portlan 

3cvised :he following: 

-advised that he and 
-Jacat:oning and residing with a friend, 

NL.:le vacationing 

a r o u n d  6:30 or 7 : O O  pm. 

Babylon, Long 

twice  a day 
would walk the FIRE ISLAND BEACH 

first around 5 : O O  am, then 

w a d v i s e d  that on the evening of July 17th, he . .  
;nzi .-.:s wife and friends went o u t  for . '  

:he beach to wat-5 the waves and the 
rr2i,ely 7:15 p n , m a n d  his wife drove to FIRE ISLAND. 

~ nc'i 3 a r k  e d t he 1 I aut omob i 1 e 
;.~r.:cn 1s near a lighthouse. 

a nile S I  S S .  

hen they returned 
wanted to go to c -  _ -  - 1  - n e l r  ' friend's house afterward, Mrs. 

s . At approxi- 

lot # 5  of the state park 

NATIONAL SEASHORE for 

- 1  

and his wife then walked in 
A i  . . .  . 

;z e a s c e r l y  direction along 

-advised that they stopped at an area on the 
rear?. ts sit and watch the surf come in. 
s.3 :he beach at that time. 

There were other PeoDle - - L  

advised that there was a 
The black female 

ig the children playing in 
2ed the black man as being 

m ~ _ .  

b l a c k  couple with two small children nearby. 
?.ad a video camera and 9 h P  w a c  f; 

the water off shore  
3nt. 'lhe le was medium height but 

heaL7y. At approximately 8 : 3 0  pm heard the sound of j e t  

which had apparently just taken off from JOHN F. KENNEDY INTERNA- 
TI3XL'AL AIRPORT. The aircraft was increasing in altitude as it 
: - e ~  out over the n c p A n  i n  =n n2ptn-?y or southeasterly direc- 

L I Y I I  dna aDout two miles out over the water when it L l e w  
k d b -  111s locatlon 

plane engines and he looked up commercial jet 

- -  
-aft appeared to be about two 

- I - - 

----.1 A * *  U I I  L C I a L C L J  

tion. --{,;vised that the aircr 
~.:,es k - -  . .  , -  , .  

SA IGARRY E . W .  BARNES 

. .  
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255A-NY-259028-302 

Continuation of FD-302 of 1 .On 7/30\96 ,put 

m a d v i s e d  that within sgconds after the aircraft 
passed by him, his wife called his attention to two fishing 
draggers which were directly south or southwest of their loca- 

draggers, 

tion. These 
each other. 

aircraft flew, 

ger were about six miles out at sea near 
advised that as he was looking at the 
east or in the same direction of where the 
streak of light travel up from the water 
described the streak of light as 
shooting star only going upward. 

come across the water and saw a flash of 

advised that he did not watch the light because his 
drawn toward the two draggers. 

light. 

the time, he did n t a much 
the sound. Mrs. told 
back in case it ra ns so they started walking back toward their 
car. As they were walking back, which was approximate1 five 

saw a small inboard/outboard motor boat traveling at a hig Y ra e 
minutes after he observed the light and rumbling sound, 

of speed about two miles out, traveling in a westerly direction, 
or from the 

standing up 
light to the east. 

it came up ou 
boat's hull. 
was on the to 

exactly where the bo 

remembered t 
being out so far from shore. 

entered the FIRE IS 
west toward Freeport. 

craft explo e. 
what he saw on the evening of July 17th while on the beach until 
the next morning when he read about it in the newspaper and s a w  
the news on television. 

He advised that he then heard a 

advised that he could not now remember which came 
the rumbling sound. -h advised that at 

on to eit er the light or 
that they should be heading 

b 

-advised that he never knowingly saw the air- 
e advised he never made any connection about 

1 

L 
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' FD-302 (Rev. 3-10.82) 

'b 

- 1 -  

pEDp%bL BUREAU OF RWESIWATION 

mot- 7/22/96 

, white female, date of birth 

New Haven, Connecticut, 
waa interviewed on the -- below date by the below 1 8 t  special arrent. She was advised of 

aocial security number- home 
address 
home telephone nunber 

the identity of the interviewing-agent a h  the nature of the 
interview. 0 provided the following information: 

was standing by the water's edge at her 
condominium, f a ter dinner on 7/17/96. She waa looking out at the 
Long Island Sound. It was evening. The sun had set. The sky was 
clear . 

-saw a large streak of light appear directly above 
and behind the east breakwater lighthouse in New H a m  Harbor. 
This streak then formed a huge irregular shaped ball, that 
descended and expanded. The ball was red. It was brighter than 
the lighthouse and obscured it a6 it dropped behind it. It 
dropped down to the horizon, directly behind the lighthouse. 

estimated the initial height as twice as hi h as the 

thought it might be fireworks. The entire event lasted only three 
to four seconds. 

appeared (approxbately two degretee). 9 initially 
-did not see the initial fornation of the streak. 

She did not see any event prior to seeing the streak. She did not 
hear any sound she could associate with it. She could not recall 
seeing any aircraft in the vicinity. She did not see any smoke. 

-drew a diagram of what 8he saw. She also marked 
her position and line of sight to the 8treak on a map. Copies of 
both map and diagram are attached to this FD-302. 

~ e s t i p h a  7/22/96 New Haven, Connecticut 

u p i l e f i  265A-NY-259028 , , . : f . c ;  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8 - 2 - 9 6  

D -e male, date of b i r t a  
Niantic, Connecticut,\ 

made at approximately 8:30 p.m. on July 
lowing information concerning 

L 

-stated that on the evening of July 17, 1996, he 

stated that he was seated at the last table at the end of 
the Niantic Bay Yacht Club in Niantic, Connecticut. 

company o 

to 

-stated that what he observed at the time from 
orizon and slightly to the right of twelve o’clock was 

and 

as faint sparkles similar to a roman candle 9 i n g  

over the 
a column of rising orange and red flame that was quite bi 
lasted only a short time and then went away in what 
descri 
down. bed stated that the visibility on the evening of July 
17, 1996 wae very good and that he specifically recalls that it 

evening after his Wednesday evening yacht races. 

positive inclination of the burning orange/red 
stated that the observation he made was directly southwest - column was almost straight and a little bit off vertical. 

calculated the 

approximately 6 
degrees magnetic. 

associated with the episode. 

from his position to be 220 
stated the entire episode lasted only 
d that he did not hear any sound 2.1 

. .  

File # 26 5A-wf-2 5 9 02 8 . .  

it md its contents are not to be distn’buted outside your agency. 
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-provided a pen and ink drawing of w h w h e  . I. 

6 as well as a 
drew his 

line of site for the evening of July 17, 1 9 9 6  a y” approximately 

observed in the sky on the evening of July 17, 
New York Sectional Aeronautical Chart on which 

8 : 3 0  p.m. 
of the Aeronautical Chart are attached hereto and the originals 
are being maintained in exhibit envelope. 

Copies of both the drawing and the applicable portion 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D.uoftrrarcr+lcioa 7/31/96 

white male, Doctor date of b rth (m- social medical security doctor, 

number d,l. home address Stony 
Creek, Branfor Connecticut, home telephone was 
interviewed on the below listed date by the be ow isted special 
agent. He was advised of the identity of the interviewing agent 
and the nature of the interview. Stefan0 provided the following 
information: 

-was sitting on his second story balcony, 
overlooking Long Island Sound, on 7/17/96. The sun had set and 
visibility was 1 i m i t e d ; u c o u l d  not see Long Island due to 
some fog above the water. 

At 8:30 pm, -saw something dark rise from lower 
left to being above the island immediately across the bay from 
him. He then saw a yellow orange flare-like thing, that exploded 
in the gap above the island. The area expanded to an irregular 
ball and then formed a column to the horizon. It then 
disappeared. 

The entire event lasted no more than 10 seconds. 
-estimated the height as one to two degrees above the 
island. He believes he saw something going up prior to the 
explosion. He did not, however, see this clearly. 

a map with his position and line of sight to t h  event. He 
estimated the line of bearing as 185 degrees (magnetic) to the 
event. Copies of both sketch and map are attached. 

- drew a sketch of what he saw and then annotated 
IC- FBI - NEW YORK 

Investigation on 7 / 3 1 / 9 6 .I Branford, Connecticut 
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information: 

t-over the water 

AS a point of reference' ed 
- 1  ..a looking about 20 degrees to the I,,, u~ L I I ~ :  Loasc ward station 

when he first observed t.!ie flare, 

-- 
advised that he did not hear an a --Jr------- 
aircraft i n  the v i c i n i t y  of the flair. - -  . :  ;. 

,-) rurther stated that he did not observe any aircra 
falling from the s k y .  - 

I ;5 

U L I g a t i o n  on 7 / 1 8 / 9 6  31 Sayville, NY 
~~l~ # 2 6 5 A - N Y - 2 5 9 0 2 8  _ _  

S A  KENNETH H .  BAUCOM 
Sa ZiTPFDm f -fir- 

/ SA ROBERT C 
- 
:HAC3N 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7 / 2  6/9 6 

_ _ _ _  - __----  
agent of-the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 
advised of the nature of the interview, -provided the following information: 

After being 

-advised that on the evening of Wednesday, July 
17, 1996, he was riding his motorcycle westbound on Dune road at 
approximately 35 to 40 miles per hour 
DOCKERS in Hampton Bays, Long Island. 

the sky. 
toward the water before finally splitting into two balls of fire. 

club known as 
's attention was 
flame streak towards 

The flame then curved right and proceeded downward 
drawn towards the water as he noticed 

L 
-stated that the bright flame was like a flare 

being launc ed. 
path was defined by a narrow trail of smoke. 

It had a head, followed by a small tail, and its 

-brought his motorcycle to a stop soon after 
crossing the Quo e bridge (thought to be the Ponquogue) to view 
this activity. *stated that he did not see the two balls of 
fire hit the water as the dunes near him were higher than the 
horizon. -then drove his motorcycle to a location near the 
SURF CLUB where he could gain a better vanta e int to view this 
activity. While en route to this location, g s t a t e d  that a 
blackhawk helicopter darted overhead from the land to the 
location of the activity on the water. At first, 0 thought 
that the incident that he observed was some sort  of national 
guard ex cise. 
crash, *considered tha t  a small aircraft may have crashed. 

However, prior to hearing media reports of a 747 

on the surface of the water. 

This dmummt fantrin. nrithrr rrmmmmA.ti.m. nn. nn-rl...ir-. r #  4 L -  CD)I 
)I- :- a b -  ------*-e - e  a b -  P"' --' I -  ' ' * /psp 
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-sthated that this took place after 8:30 PM and 

a 747 had crashed, &called both Channels 4 and 7 

been at approximately 8:40 PM. After viewing this, 
ate at a nearby club call GATORS. When hearing on the 

to report his eyewitn account. Afterwards, when crossing the 

York State Poli Trooper, first name unknown, 
(Phonetic). A x p l a i n a d  what he had witnessed and Trooper 

Westhampton b r i d g e ' e s t a t e d  that he was 

-noted his information. 

-adds that the speed of the streaking flame 
appeared to be increasing as it descended (prior to splitting 
into balls of fire). 
closer to the surface of the water in the streak's descent (as 

The splitting into balls of fire occurred 

to having occurred closer to the apex of its path). 
further stated that the only noise heard was a muffled fizz 
the object's descent. 

T t a t e d  that he first viewed this activity as he 
observed some hing streak upward towards the sky. 

,W' 

/& 0 

, ... 2 
, -3' ", 2- . . ., r . 

. .  
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,. ~ . . .  
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Dated t trnraiptbn 7/23/96 

-was telephonicaly contacted regarding 
h i s  call to the F.B.I.  on 7/19/96 regarding TWA Plight 800. 

tated that he was at Jones Beach (not sure exactly which 
8 s rk 

appear by the wing area near the body of a 747 Airc aft.- 
states that the spark was not near the engines. &Ids that 
a few seconds later(approx.lo) the plane blew up. Jacobs said he 
heard 4or 5 loud explosions. He describes the spark as light 
orange in color. The plane was heading eastbound when this 
incident occured. 

-sides at 1222B E.225th St.BX. NY 718-3253. 

about dusk when he saw what he describes as a la 

37 
. .  

.. 
Investigation on 7/23/96 at NY,NY (Telephonicaly) (telephonically)., ‘L 
pile 265A-NY-259028 

by R. Bendetson Date dictrtod 

Thia document oont.lna neither recornmadatha m o r  aMcJodona of tbe FBI. It ia tbe pIopaty of tbe FBI u d  & -4 1. 
it u d  ita cooteata u e  not to be dlatributd outrlde jour rgancy. /8&/ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INvEsIlcATION 

Da~ofrmucriplion 7/21/96 

provided the 
following information: 

-stated that on 7/17/96 he and six other 
individuals traveled to a beach in West Hampton, Long Island, 
N.Y. He could not recall the name of the beach. He stated that 
this beach is North of Route 27 on Dune Road. He said that as you 
travel north from Route 27 you pass a private beach on the right. 
H e  stated that the next beach is a public beach. This is the 
beach he and others used for a photo shoot. He stated that they 

L' arrived at 6:30 pm and began the photo shoot at 
approx. stated that he ended his photo session 
at approx. 8:lO pm to 8:15 pm. He advised that he packed his 
photo equipment in the car and returned to the beach to assure he 
had not left something on the beach. According t r h e  was 
at waters edge when he noticed an extremely bright, orange, light 
in the s k y .  He added, that the orange light began to descend 
towards the water, but then exploded into a larger ball of 
flames. He said that he could see a very large angular piece of 
debris, in flames, hit the water surface. He also said that after 
the  explosion, there was a lot of black smoke in the air. 

He stated that his vantage point was facing away from 
the beach, and slightly to his rig&. A8 he described the height 
in which he first saw the bright light, he pointed up at about a 
45 to 60 degree angle. 

According to- approximately 3 to 5 seconds 
after he saw the flames and debris descend onto the water 
surface, he felt and heard a large explosion followed 3 to 5 
seconds later by a second explosion. He sta ed that he could feel 
the ground beneath his feet v i b r a t e d t a t e d  that at the 
precise moment he first noticed the orange light in the sky, he 
looked at his watch which read 8:30 pm. 

b n c s t i g a u o n  on 7 12 1 / 9 6 at LINDEN, N.J. 

-ne File .- . C  , ..e - 2 6 5A-NY-259028 
L '  i r  Y ,  L I  

by SA S T E P H E N  C. DENNY & a Datedictated 7/21/96 

This documnt WntaltlS ntimer rcconunendations nor conclusi0ns of the FBI. It IS the property of Ihe FBI and is loaned to your w; 
it ud its contents are not to be dismbutcd outs& your ageney. 
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Continuation of FD-302 of - ,h 7 / 2 1 / 9 6  .- 2 

When asked if he noticed anything out of the ordinary 
before or after what he saw, he stated that he remembers that 
approximately 10 minutes prior, a helicopter passed from his left 
to his right, as he faced away from the beach. He advised that 
this was a normal occurrence. He stated that while he was 
photographing the models he noticed very little. He did say that 
he noticed no one else other than his party on the beach. He 
added that this could have been due to the low light and haze at 
that time of the day. 

-listed the people in his party as follows by 
name and phone number: 

stated that photo session 
wa P s 6 year old on he could not recall.- 
mentioned individuals saw all or part of what he described. 

aunt whose name 

-greed to provide a set of prints of all 
pictures ta en during his photo shoot. 
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Date of transcnptlon 

On July 18, 1996, Speci 

provided the 

interviewed 

Coast Guard Station in Ea 
following information: 

On the night of Wednesday, July 17, 1996, at 
approximately 8:30PM,l-,was travelling west on Sound 
Avenue in Northville. As he made a left onto Tuthills Lane, Mr. 
-wife,- observed a glowing airplane travelling in a 
straight line to the south out over the Atlantic Ocean. - 
then observed what appeared to be a red beacon emanating from the 
aircraft . At this point, bot-’++ andl-, 
observed the aircraft steeply decline approximately forty-five 
degrees, then explode, followed instantly by a second explosion. 
The latter was larger than the first. 

The explosions resulted in a flaming orange/red 
fireball which rapidly descended beyond their sight. Flames were 
distinctly visible. The elapsed time between observation of the 
glowing aircraft and the initial explosion was approximately 
three (3) seconds. Neither individual heard anything relative to 
their observations. 

Investrganon on 0 7 / 18 / 9 6 at Eci s t  Moriches New York 

I -  - -  

This document contains neither recommendatlons nor c~nclusions of the FBI It IS the property of the FBI ud IS I o ~ y o & g m q ,  
11 and i t s  cnntentc are not to he ditrnhuted outside votir agency 
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I D ,  was interviewed by Detective 
i / / "  / 

'\ -- CAL IN PO 
Police Department. 

LL and Detective STEPHEN JENSEN of the Suffolk County 
The interview was conducted on July 19, 1996. 

In furtherance of the investigation of the crash of 
TWA, Flight 800, on July 19, 1996, at 17:15 Hours, conducted an 
interview of Mr.and Mrs. The -of 
6 0  Apollo Drive, Aquebogue, New York, report that while driving 
southerly on Church Lane, Aquebogue, New York, they observed the 
following details: 

Mrs. -relates observing while looking southerly, 
a golden glowing, moving object, easterly direction above the 
tree top line. The unusual golden color of the elongated object 
drew Mrs. - attention. Mrs. -noticed a red light on 
the object and though a 
to be a plane. Mrs. *states, suddenly the plane took an 
unusual, 45 degree dive with no visible flames or smoke. Below 
the tree top line, a large reddish, flaming fireball immediately 
rose above the tree line, where the plane had descended. The 
entire observation was approximately (90) seconds in duration. 
No observation of any object or rojectile from the ground to 
plane, was witnessed. 
recollection of the explosion, see attached drawing. 

roximately 15-20 miles out, assumed it 

Mr. g a l s o  submitted a drawing of his 
t' 
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Due of 07 /22 /96  

On the evening of Wednesday, July 17, 1996,- 
was barbecuing on Rogers Beach in Westhampton Beach when at about 
8:30PM she turned around and observed what appeared to be a small 
aircraft out over the ocean to the south, then a white light 
followed by a dispersal of that light, then a huge flaming ball 
spiraling down and disappearing into the ocean. 

The elapsed time 
between the onset of the initial white light and the fireball was 

approximately ten (10) seconds before disappearing beyond her 
line of sight. 

She heard several distinct booms. 

\i several seconds. The descending fireball was witnessed for 

- 
Investigation on 0 7 / 18 / 9 6 a East Morich 

Fie # 2 6 5A-NY - 2 5 9 02 8 
R F h  

by SA Robert M. Lewicki 
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Dale of trmwxiptbn 7/22/96 

the contacting agent and the nature of the interview, 
provided the following information: 

On the evening of July 17, 1 9 9 6 , o w a s  travelling 
on a ferry from Bridgeport, Connecticut, to P o r t  Jefferson, New 
York, with his wife, when he saw what he initially thought to be 
a fireworks rocket ascending to his south over Lon Island. At 
the point where the "rocket1@ was last seen, 9 s a w  an orange 
fireball eru t and fall to the horizon. When he saw the 
fireball &looked at his wife's beeper and saw that the 
time was 8:36 PM. 
arrival in Port Jefferson when he witnessed these events. 

He was approximately 15 to 20 minutes from 

The llrocketil was in the air f o r  approximately two ( 2 )  
to three ( 3 )  seconds before the fireball erupted. It glowed red, 
but no smoke trail was visible. The @irocketii had a consistent 
flight on a slightly eastward path.-eard no sound and 
saw no aircraft associated with the fireball. 

is a Police New York 
and assigned in Brooklyn, 
of birth is 

~ n v e s t i g a t m  oa 7/22/96 

by SA STEPHEN RICHMOND, JR./maj 

This document contalnr neither rccomrnendrtionr nor conclurionr ol the FBI I t  b the prop 
i t  and i t s  contents are not to be distributed outside your agency 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D8lc  of trrnrcriptkm 7/25/96 

On July 22, 1996 who reside8 a 
Center Morich ephone number c was telephonically contacted by writer. 

-stated that at approximately 8 :  2 0  PM, 
Wednesday, July 17, 1996, he was looking toward Fire Island from 
Center Moriches when he saw a white light moving at a speed 
consistent with an aircraft on a landing approach. He estimated 
the altitude of the light to be approximately 5 , 0 0 0  feet, 
travelling from south to north. 
altitude, but not at a speed faster than an aircraft normally 
flies. There was no trail of smoke associated with the white 
light, that descended at approximately a 45-degree angle. He 
then saw a fireball further in the distance. The fireball fell 
toward the water. 

The light began to lose 

said that he is em lo ed b 
Holtsville, N Y , m  as a 

the- 

., , .... , . . , . .  
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FEDERAL B U R E A U  OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tranrcriptloa 7/25/96 

On July 17, 1996, Wednesday-and her boyfriend 
(unidentified) drove to an area known as Sands P i t ,  a public park 
area located at the southern end of th 
Patchogue Bay, Patchogue, New York. *stated that she was 
driving the vehicle and arrived at the park at a roximately 8:30 
PM after having dinner at a local restaurant.&parked the 
vehicle, facing south, looking out over the Patchogue Bay. After 
being parked for a few moments and enjoying a clear evening at 
around twilight, -was talking to her boyfriend seated in the 
passenger side of he vehicle while looking out the drivers side 
window which was completely open when she noticed a flare off in 
the distance, rising into the air. -originally observed the 
flare approximately halfway up in its flight. She described it 
as moving steadily straight up and described as b 
orange with a short reddish-orange smoke trail. a advised 
that she initially thought that a boat in the bay was in some 
sort of distress and shot a flare in the air for assistance. 

noticed tge boats moored at the nearby dock located in a 
southeast direction from her vehicle when she reacquired the 
flare still glowing and still steadily rising. 
the flare pause, then brightly pulse in a small concentrated 
area. 
the pause and pulse seemed like 10 - 15 seconds. 
remarkable pace. 
she did not observe any other objects in the immediate 
atmosphere. 

she observed a large object seemingly stopping its forvard 
momentum while igniting into a fireball, then break 

atchogue River, at the 

redd is h- 

-then4took her attention momentarily away from the flare and 

She then observed 

She stated that from her initial sighting 

described the flare as being a steady glow and 
A t  t%e point where the flare paused then p u l e d  

-stated that within two ( 2 )  seconds of the pul8. 
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(2) large pieces. These two lar e ieces then floated downward, 
then disappeared at the h o r i z o n . ~ d e s c r i b e d  the large object 
igniting then breaking up to resemble a wishbone. 

After the two fireballs were no longer observed, - 
drove her car down the park near the boat dock trying to obtain 
sight of the fireballs on the water. ”initially thought that 
the items may have dro ed into the bay or into the O C ~ M  routh 
of South Point Park. h e s c r i b e d  numerous other curious 
people standing near the dock peering out toward the water. 

at approximately 9:00 PM, and shortly thereaf or, became aware of 
the TWA flight missing while watching T.V. &could not recall 
hearing any sound related to the above described incident. 

-advised that she and her boyfriend returned home 



. 
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F E D E R ~ L  BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of lrrnrcriplioa 7/29/96 - 
International Airport, Queens, New York. Upon being advised of 
the identities of the interviewing Agents,- furnished the 
following information: 

-advised on 7/17/96 he was flying in a private 
cessna with his frien when they witnessed the 
explosion of TWA flight 800. According to- they were 
flying 2000' above Jones Beach ap roximately 30 nautical miles 
from the area of the explosion.&escribed observing a 

ed like an Sn a few seconds 
advised he was unable to 

"bright stripe of light", 
prior to witnessing a fireball. 
tell whether the "bright stripe of lightii was ascending or 
descending and that his initial impression was that it might be 
some phenomenon of sunlight.-stated that upon observing 
the fireball, his first thought was not of an airplane but that a 

u ship or an oil latform might have exploded. 

ships in the area, although his colle 
had seen a ship in the area. d i d  not describe this ship 

to-rovided the following biographical data: 

d s t a t e d  he 'did not observe any other aircraft or 
qp'-advised he 

Name 
Address 

Position P m 

265A-NY-2590284lB CG - 
* L . . L  

at Queens, NY - .-.- - Invertiprtba on 7/27/96 
u \ 
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by SA JOHN G. SORGE, DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF I"IGATI0N 

7/23/96 Date of tramription 

traveled from west to the southwest, possibly splintering off 
from the larger object. 

Both objects left vapor trails which were consistent in 
density, but no particular color. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcnption 07/24/96 

of the PINE 

flying west to east and to his right. The aircraft was engulfed 
in a red glow, that he believes was fire since it appeared to 
zLicker. The airplane was falling to the ground and was intact. 
;ie last saw it disappearing behicd trees in t h e  horizon. He did 
nct hear an ir,pact but did see 3 red flash through and above the 
,rees. 

-. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent FREDERICK A. JACKSON, on July 22, 1996, at N e w  York, New 
York: 

observations on the evening of July 17 ,- 1966. 
he was bicycle ri 

Bohemia, Long Island 
Long Island Do 

9:oO PM at twilight.- while looking east and southeast 
over water, observed a small reddish-orange round dot rise from 
the water, reaching its apex, making a small arch, falling a 
short distance, therl disappearing. 
noise, or trail of smoke. -b-his object appeared 
to be a flare. 

-related that two (2) seconds later he observed 
two (2) red streaks just to the right of the initial light source 
falling off at the horizon. -tated that he observed no 
air lanes, objects, or ex losions in the area at this time. 

b e l a t e d  t h a t b s e r v e d  only the very ending of 
the two (2) red streaks. 

bserved no explosion, 

W 

/F% 
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Date of transcription 07/26/96 

Somewhere between 8:15PM and 8:30PM, whil 
was fishing in Moriches Inlet, he was standing in 
northeast, trying to untangle his fishing line, when something 
caught his attention out of his right eye. 
east/southeast direction and saw what he described as a perfect 
column of red yellow flames with a black "spinal cord" of smoke 
running down through the center. He com ared the size and shaped 
of the flames to a radio tower. d s t a t e d  that he thought 
that perhaps a propane tank might have exploded on the sand bar 
which separated him in the inlet from the ocean. He said he 
watched the flames for about ten (10) minutes and then went back 
to his fishing line. When he looked up again later, the flames 
were gone, leaving a column of black smoke with a small gray 
mushroom cloud on top. 
two muffled sounds approximately fifteen to twenty (15 to 20) 
seconds after seeing the flames. 

He looked in an 

\.--,' 

He did not see any objects and only heard 

stated that it was a 
clear evening and there was 

Investigation on 07/25/96 at Islandia, New York 2a - - _ _  
-. -3z ,k..Y4 

~ i t e  Y 265A-NY-259028 
SA Frank M. Finn 
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Date of transcription 7/ 18/9 6 

East Moriches, NY, 

sent were FBI Special 
Agents BILLIVAN JOHNSON and MICHAEL J O N E S .  After being apprised 
of the identities of the agents and the purpose of the interview, 

his residence 

-provided the following information: 
- 

stated on 7/17/96 at dusk, which- estimated 
to be 8:30pm - he was playing poker with 3 friends on his 

was sitting with his bac!- to the bay. Out 
of the corner o eye,-saw a flash of lisht. and when he 
outside deck. 

turned, he saw a red-oran e color flame going up in the sky in a 
southeast direction. &ssumed it was a flare from a boat 
although he believed it looked larger. -added the 
projectile rose from the channel at a very high arch and at its 
apex, separated into 2 reddish-orange balls. -observed the 
incident looking due south from where he was sitting. 

-advised due to limited visibility being caused by 
the time and mist, he could not see if the projectile came from a 
boat in the channel or the opposite shore line. -estimated 
his residence to be approximately 2 miles from where the 
trajectory originated. 

-remarked he was not home during the day so he 
could not comment if there was any unusual activity that day in 
the bay. 
nor any of his neighbors. 

He added his wife, - did not witness this event 
-advised the poker game started around 7:OOpm and 

concluded at 10:OOpm. He added the four of them went inside his 
residence at approximately 9:OOpm. 

-tated he had not had an alcoholic drink before - this incident occurred, and does not use illegal drugs. 
does take medication for his heart which does not adversel, 
effect him in any way. 

L - -  _.. I . . f . - _  

Investigation on 7/18/96- at East Moriches, Long Island .-  - --IL I , _ . .  
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On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30PM, while 
working as a Security Guard at the Forge River Marina, 
red "flare li 
and fell.&eard no sound associated with the events. 

going in the last several weeks. 
dockings on July 17, 1 9 9 6 .  

he saw a 
fire in the sky. The fire split into two pieces 

-did not recall any unusual activity either coming or 
There were no transient 

/Po Y 

Inveshgatlon on 7 / 2 0 / 9 6 

I 
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~ . t e  of tnnrcriplion 7/22/96 - Date of Birth (DOB) 
interviewed at her residence. After being 
of the interviewing agent and the nature of the interview, 
provided the following voluntary information: 

-advised that she and- were walking along the track at Westhampton High School, Lilac Road, 
Westhampton Beach, New York during the evening of July 17, 1996. 
This track is less than two (2) miles from Westhampton Beach on 
the Atlantic Ocean. While walkin facing the south, at 
approximately 8:30 - 8:40 P.M.&bserved a bright white 
light arching into the sky from west to east. 
to be emanating from Westhampton Beach, at an angle not exactly 
vertical, and travel over the ocean. 
was a firework. 

It appeared to her 

At the time, she thought it 

This light reached high into the sky, at an angle of 
greater than forty-five (45) degrees, and took approximately 
three (3) seconds to reach its apex. 
observed that the light appeared to fizzle out, then moments 
later, a huge explosion occurred, consisting of a bright oblong 
wall of flames, originating from the apex of the white light. 
After the flames disappeared, she saw grey smoke in the general 
area in the sky where the flames were. 

At its apex- 

-saw no smoke with the white light during its 
ascent, and did not hear any sound or explosion. 

The following information was obtained through 
observation and interview: 

NAME : 
RACE: 
SEX: 
DATE OF BIRTH: 
ADDRESS : 

TELEPHONE: 

~vestigation on 7 / 19 / 9 6 .I Westhampton, New York 

This document contrim neither rr~ommendrtionr nor concluaiolu of the FBI. It u the propem of the FBI ud u I d  to y w  -y; 
it and ita contents am not to be distributed outside yair agency. 
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Dale of trrarription 7/22/96 - Date 
was interviewed -e home o 
Westhampton, New York. After 
interviewing agent aE3 the na 
the following voluntary information: 

advised that she and- were walking along the 
track at Westhampton High School, Lilac Road, WesthamPton Beach. 
New York during the evening of July 17, 1996; 
than two (2) miles from Westhampton Beach on the Atlantic Ocean. 
While wa king facing the south, at approximately 8:30 - 8:40 

from w ?h o east. It appeared to her to be emanating from 
P.M., 

Westhampton Beach, at an angle not exactly vertical, and at the 
time she thought it was a firework. 

This track is less 

observed a bright white light arching into the sky 

This light reached high into the sky, at an angle of 
y four m greater than forty-five (45) degrees, and took approxi 

to five (4-5) seconds to reach its apex. At its apex, 
observed sparks, then moments later, a huge explosion c sting 
of a bright oblong wall of flames, originating from the apex of 
the white light. After the flames disappeared, she saw smoke in 
the general area in the sky where the flames were. 

ascent, an !m d not hear any sound or explosion. 

The following information was obtained through 
observation and interview: 

NAME: 
RACE : 
SEX: 
DATE OF BIRTH: 
ADDRESS : 

saw no smoke with the white light during its 

TELEPHONE: 

7/19/96 u Westhampton, New York u Invercigatiooolr 

file 2 65A-NY-259 028 
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Date of trusaiptk .  7/22,'> 6 

He had gone crabbing with about twenty other people 
yesterday (July 17, 1996). They were standing on the dock at the 

13 years of age named 

objected looked like it came up from land in the Moriches area. 

took about four or five seconds before hitting the airplane. 
'w smoke, which trailed this object, was whitish in color and the 

band of smoke was narrow. 
flying into the air. The object flew at an angle into the air 
and neither it, nor its impact with the plane, made any noise. 
There was one flame which came from the object, then a second 
once it struck the plane. The flying object was very bright, but 
not uncomfortable/blinding to look at. 

Forge River Marina approximately 11- 

be a flare flying 
attention to this air. This flying 

that appeared to 
the group's 

The flying object was relatively slow in flying up and 
The 

It looked like a flare or Roman candle 

The object seemed to take off from Dune Road or the 
left side of the inlet. 

*embers of the group who saw the object's flight 
,own (LNU),  one of whom is the 
LNU) own the business A- 

W 
stated- sDoken to a neighbor, 

rho stated that his 
m e  flying object. 

Investigation on 7/18/96 at New York, New York (telephonically) 

~ i l e  t q5A-NY-259028 u 

K. LEWIS/dcd Date dictated 7/19/96 
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j p  3 i The following investigation was conducted by Detectives 
(Det.) GENE GROSS and RICHARD HIGGINS, Suffolk County Police 
Department (SCPD) : 

-advised that on the evening of July 17, 1996, 
he was stan ng on the dock at Forae River Marina. River Road. 
Mastic, New Yogk, facing in a sout6east direction-when he 
observed an object, reddish/orange in color, ascending into the 
sky from an east to west direct sighting lasted for m e object ascending. He 
approximately 3 to 4 seconds. 
the sky in the same direction 
did not notice any smoke trails or her any explosion. He stated 
he believes he was approximately 13 miles away from where he saw 
the explosion. 

then saw an explosion in 

. -  r .. 
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Date of transcription 0 7/2 O/ 19 9 6 

On ;July 20, 1996, SA ELIZABETH GALLAGHER 
interviewed Quogue, New 
was contacteeegarding information she provided to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) on 07/19/1996, regarding the 
explosion of TWA Flight 800. -provided the following 
information: . *  

stated she was visiting the home of Mr. and Mrs. 

in the living room looking out of a bay window, when she observed 
white sparks, white roman candle sparks in the sky, then a huge 
fire ball. 

Quogue. While there, she was sitting 

-thought the time was approximately 8:15 PM or 
She recalls 8 : 2 0  PM when she first observed the white sparks. 

the daylight as being dusk, and seeing the surfers coming in from 
the ocean. 
have been just setting. 

-continued to say that as she was looking out of 
the window, just over the trees, above the horizon line, she saw 
white sparks, then a huge fire ball. She shouted to the others 
that something was blowing up and they ran outside. 
exited the home, she heard three to four loud booms. The last 
being the loudest. She described the booms as an explosion, a 
sound barrier blast. 
sounds as she lives near the Suffolk County Airport. 

cloud in the sky out to the ocean. 
she saw a fireball hitting the water and a white cloud coming 
from the surface of the water. She described the white cloud as 
floating vertically from the horizon of the fireball, but being 
round at the edges. 

Looking out onto the ocean it was dark, the sun may 

A s  she 

c She stated she is familiar with explosion 

She continued out of the home, following the huge white 
When she got to the dunes, 

-said she never saw the airplane in the air and 
therefore could not say where, on the plane, the white sparks 
were coming from. 

6 

15 
Investigation on 07/20/1996 at New York, New York (telephonically) 

File 265A-NY-259028 

by SA Elizabeth Gallagher Date dictated 07/20/1996 
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Continuation of FD-302 of Mrs. , On 07/20/1996, page _Z 

-believes she was approximately 14 miles from the 
site of the explosion. She stated she was approximately 9 miles 
from the Moriches Inlet and estimated the plane to be about 5 
miles out over the ocean from her point of sight. 
the direction the window she saw this from is to the south-west. 

She believes 
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Datcof trmscriptk. 07/19/1996 

- 
Date Of Birth8w- 

I-! Shirley, New York? - was interviewed at his home. 
-was advised of the identity of the interviewing 

agent and the nature of the interview was to record the pertinent 
events of the evening of July 17, 1996. 

0 stated that his friend,. -8  
father,d.IIIIC) and he departe- residence , 

Center Moriches, New Yo*k, at approximately 8:30 
a, Wednesday, 07/17/1996, to go fishing at the center noriches 
Coast Guard Station. o a r r i v e d  there at approximately 8:37 
PM and was waiting for the other men to gat their waders on. 

-tated that only a few moments later, approximately 8:40 
PM 

)-'stated that he looked up at the sky and saw a long, drawn- 
out flame, much like stretched out taffy. The flame was orange 
against a twilight sky. The flames lasted approximately ten to 
fifteen seconds and zig-zagged their way to the surface. - 
believed the Coast Guard had shot off a flare which was floating 
down to the surface. 

- 

u 
he heard an explosion that didn8t sound very close to him. 

At approximately 8 : 4 5 ,- stated he began walking 
to the fishing spot where he fished until approxhately 10:15 PM. 
At about 10~15 PM two yo am approached hin w i t h  the news of 
the crashed airliner. UlbQ,-tated he was distressed at the 
news and decided to pack up and go home. 0 stated he then 
spoke with a Suffolk County Police Officer about what he had 
seenr 

At approximately 10:45 PM,-was approached by a 
Channel 12 news team which interviewed h i m .  - and the other two men departed the area. 

Followhg that, 

v ~ n v a t b ~ t i ~ ~ m  07/19/1996 at New York, New York (telephonically) 
a 

p h i  265A-NY-295028 n 
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Dateof t rura iptmn 07/19/1996 
-& 

Date of Birth, 
Center Moriches, New York, telephone number 
terviewed at his home. 

o w a s  advised of the identity of the interviewing 
agent and the nature of the interview was to record the pertinent 
events of the evening of July 17, 1996. 

-stated that his father- his friend, - and he departed his residence at approximately 8:30 
PM, Wednesday, 07/17/1996, to go fishing near the Center Moriches 
Coast Guard Station. 

-arrived at the Coast Guard Station at 
approximately 8:45 m, where he unloaded his fishing supplies 
from his father's van and began to get ready for fishing. At 
that time, 6 a w  a bright yellow-oran e flame about 200 feet 
in the air, seven to eight miles away. &-stated the flame 
was rolling across the sky then fell to the surface when he saw 
black smoke. 

At approximately 1O:OO m, -stopped fishing and 
proceeded back to the van. 
with -gathering contact information from him. 

A Suffolk County Police Officer spoke 

-left the Coast Gus* fishing are&&W 
approximately 11:30 PM. 

'nvutigatk.on 07/19/1996 11 New York, New York (telephonically) 
\ 

-~il. I 265A-NY-295028 f 
-if 

by SA Paul A. Romans Date dictated 07/19/1996 
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Date of trurcaiption 07/19/1996 

, Date of Birth- 
ew York, telephone number 

o w a s  advised of the identity of the interviewing 
agent and the nature of the interview was to record the pertinent 
events of the evening of July 17, 1996. 

his son, -his son's 
left, at approximately 8:OO Pl4, 

residence 

Center Moriches. At 
back road to the 
the side of the road, in a grassy parking spot. 
the fishing gear from the rear-door of his van and leaned it on 
the side of the van. 

and saw a large flash of orange light in the sky. The flash of 
light seemed to be approximately four miles away. -stated 
he did not take notice of what was in the sky prior to the flash 

of an explosion. 

confiscated fireworks. &stated the explosion seemed to 
blow up an object high off the surface of the water, breaking it 
in two. The object then dropped into 
pole, on fire, dropped straight down. 

the whole event lasted only about 30 seconds. 

b 

At approximately 8:45 EM, - advised that he turned 
of light, which was immediately followed by the noise 

the Suffolk lice Department exploding 
tated that he thought the explosion was 

like a telephone 
then noted black 

smoke from where the object fell into -tated 

-stated he walk 200 yards to the 
shoreline a began about two hours, 
until 11:OO PM, when a told him he had 
to move beca the beach was being secured. At approximately 
11:30 EW,&poke with a Suffolk County Policeman about what 
was happening and what he had witnessed. 

Investigationon 07/19/1996 at New York, New York (telephonically) b 
p h #  265A-NY-295028 + r '  

by SA Paul A. Roman8 Date dktated 07/19/1996 d, .p  
3 1  
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D 8 e o f ~  7-19-96 

On Friday July 19 
-, Southampton, NY 
following: - 

On Wednesday July 17, 1996 at approximately 8:35 PM, 
Ms.-as in her house at the above address when she heard a 
series of booms which shook the house. Approximately a minute 
later she looked out the window and saw two large cigar shaped 
pieces engulfed in flame fall out of the sky into the ocean 
followed by a smaller piece which was also engulfed in flame. 
Immediately after the smaller 
falling from the sky. M s . d c e '  house is approximately 12 miles 
from where the pieces had fallen. 

there were smaller sparkles 

At about the same time the pieces were falling from the 
sky there was a helicopter hovering over the ocean about five 
miles from the where the pieces had fallen. The helicopter had a 
searchlight which it was shining towards the water. The 
helicopter hovered briefly and then headed west out of sight. Ms 

green Army ones." 

b 

-could only describe the helicopter as being like the Itbig 

At the same time all of the above was happening, Ms 

approximately 65 feet long, close to shore. MS.-had not 
seen a cigarette boat that big that close to the shore before. 
However, since that night, she has observed the cigarette boat 
riding in the waters by her house and upon reflection believes it 

-observed a very long, very loud white cigarette boat, 

% is probably one of the neighbors. /- 

R 

Investigationon 7-19-96 New York, NY (telephonically) 
U 

pile # 2 6 SA-NY - 2 5 9 0 2 8 
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Date of transcription 7/19/96 

The following investigation was conducted b SA Nikki . SA Allen contacted& 

nd her son were on their way back 
from the Babylon library when-saw a definite white clear 
trail of smoke going straight from the round to the sky a few 
minutes before 8 p.m. on 7/17/96. &stated that she saw an 
object at the top of the smoke trail that seemed to be leading 
the smoke trail 

this time. 
and did not see anything else. 

h Babylon, Long Island, telephone 

id not see the plane or any 
other solid object. that it was still daylight at 

When the stoplight changed to green,-drove on 
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~ o f ~ r i p r i o o  7/18/96 

purpose of the interview. 
information: 

On July 17, 1996, as traveling westbound on 
the Southern State Parkway,- of the Sagtikos Parkway, 
Suffolk county, New York. 
to his northwest a yellow 
out from the center. & as unable to determine his 
distance from, or the altitude of, the explosion. 

observed a vapor trail. The trail appeared gray, Md seemed to 
be consistent in thickness and 
and direction of the trail as being 

observation as being just past twighlight. 

He then provided the following 

A t  approximately 8:15p, he observed 
losion with red and purple shooting 

O t a t e d  that in the light of the explodon he 

o d e s c r i b e d  the lighting conditions at the t h e  of his 

on a boat that 
incredible rate of speed. 
explosion. 

Several minutes later he heard an 
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ate Police. provided the fol 
information: 

h a d v i s e d  that on July 17, 1996, at approximately 
8:18 p.m., 
stated that he subsmntly began to play volleyball with five Of 
his friends. 
(north) from the ocean. At about 8:30 p.m., he saw what he 
thought was-a flare blossom into a larger flame in the sky. 
stated this occurred to his southwest. 
flame came down into the ocean in two columns. 
occurred over 10 miles away. -did not see anything 
ascending into the sky and could not provide any landmark over 
which this event occurred. 

e arrived at Ponquogue Beach to play volleyball. He 

He stated he was on the team which was facing away 
He 

He stated this larger 
He estimated this 

. .  
..,? i 

. I,... . 
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Date of tnnscript;on 

from a black/silvery dot in the sky. was at the 

Approximately, one-half of the distance from the horizon to the 
explosion-spot in the sky, the fireball broke into two pieces; 
one pencil or telephone shaped, and one shaped like a circle. 
Both pieces continued to fall toward the ocean with the larger 
pencil-shaped piece falling slightly ahead of t h w l e r  

ki circular-shaped piece. The two ieces were bbth encircled in 
flames and close together. -described them as "puzzle 
pieces that were separate but together." 

-watched until the flaming pieces hit the 
surface of the ocean, the larger piece hitting a second or two 
before the smaller piece. Approximately 5-10 seconds later, 

bserved a white "flarett type of light rise from the 
-1 side of where the two flaming pieces impacted the 
ocean. The "flarett was pink on the outside and white on the 
inside. The tlflare" appeared to be followed by a black trail of 
smoke and arced to the east before fading out. 

believes that the wind was bl 
determined this by observing 

/ Z Z L  
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Date of transcription 0 - 

, . ,*, 

following information: 

-was attending a meeting of the Bellport Chamber 
of Commerce on the evening of June 17, 1996. This meeting was 

meeting, la Chamber of Commerce member) stated there 

looked out over the water in a southeastern direction. 

of the BELLPORT YACHT CLUB. During the 

an airplane. - along with other 
obsgrved that an aircraft exploded and saw two parts of 

f u l l y  engulfed in flames. -had l2oked up j u s t  
when ade the statement about the plane being in trouble. 

Controller. 

m t a t e d  that the other witnesses of this incident d' were: 

provided a ho 
Middle Is w York 11953, 

~n\ectieation on 0 7 / 2 0 / 9 6 

JOEL S. DOWNING/NYSP (KPM:hrg) Date dictated 
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Dare of transcription 

information: 

July 17, 1996, at about 8:30 PM, 
son went to Smith Point County Park on 

was rough and it was high tide. 
- 
Shortly after arriving at Smith Poi t Beach while 

wife sitting on the beach east of the boardwalk, 

ocean, bserved at the eleven o'clock position, a very 

fire" began falling and split into two pieces about one-third of 
the way down. 
close with flames trailing up behind them. 
lower, but remained connected to the other piece by the trailing 
fiames. The right- ad longer trailing flames. The fires 
hit the water and 
at about--the same location as the original fireball. For about 
five seconds, the dot appeared to be suspended in the sky. The 
dot grew slightly larger and its intensity became brighter. 
light went out in a manner similar to a propane gas light. The 
dot was about 5 percent of the size of the fireball. 

to the sky. While facing south toward the 

orange ball of fire. This "burst of 

The pieces separated, but remained relatively 
The left piece was 

then observed a white-hot colored dot 

The 

Thereafter, 
for the park ranger to report 

did not hear any explosions. 
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Date of lranrriptioo 

was interviewed 
Cutchogue, New York 11935, 
advised of the identities 

the purpose of the interview,l 
. r  . .  

On Wedngzzay, July 17, 1996, -was working as a 
waitress at the HUBBA HUBBA DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT, Route- 
Southold,-New York 11 
between 8:30 PM and 8 
and another waitress, 
of the restaurant because there were no customers. 

nd -were conversing, 
sky. She observed a 

bright-red fireball moving eastward. 
and then ascended slightly. The fireball was trailed by a tail 
which was-also red, but not as bright as the fireball. 
fireball was not a perfect circle and the tail was at least as 
long as the diameter of the fireball. After the slight 
ascension, the fireball broke into two parts. The part on the 
west side appeared to disintegrate, but the fire remained, 
although less bright. 
as it descended. The parts seemed to be connected to each other 
and continued to descend until both parts disappeared from sight 
behind the treeline. The skyline was white and became brighter 
and brighter, as if search lights had been turned on. 
had a graJish tint from the smoke and the clouds looked barker. 

observation of the fireball until the two parts disappeared. 

The fireball fell slightly 

The 

The part on the east side appeared to g r o w  

The sky 

estimated that it was about eight seconds from her 
w i d  not hear any unusual noise or explosion 

hought the fireball was about two ( 2 )  miles away in 
and was brighter than-any fireworks she had ever seen. 

I2FlAL':tU 4 
~ ; l ~ y  2 6 5 A - N Y - 2 5 9 0 2 8  

At the time, -thought t h a a  fireball was 
fireworks at Cedars Beach in Southold. though\: the 

Invesligarion on 0 7 / 2 2 ,' 9 6 

SA DAWN L.  MARTIN 
S A  GREGORY A.  COLEMAN/hrg Date dictated 
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Cvnhnuallon of FD3M of l l L , o n  
fireball was at Nassau Point in Cutchogue. 
-and -did not see the fireball 

07/22/96 , R ~ C  

elieves that 

ecause they were talking to each other. 

The restaurant is about one to two miles from the water 
on the Northfork of Long Island. -did not see anything in the sky prior to the fireball. 
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I 4s ..< <+- following information: 1,;& 

I 4s following information: 

On July 17, 1996 at approximately 8:30 PM, 

and her two children when she observed a lame or 'b. driving westbound on Dune Road with her husband, 

explosion in the dry:  This explosion appeared as bgight as the 
sun to her. 
two seconds and then began to fall. A fire trail of 300 to 400  
feet in le-ngth followed the falling object. After five to eight 
seconds, a second explosion occurred. The plane split in two at 
this point and fell out of her sight. She then drove south and 
tried to drive onto the beach. 

.t" 
The exploding object stayed in the sky for  one to 

At the beach, several people were standing who thought 
they had heard thunder. At one point, the Westhampton Fire Chief - >  

entered her vehicle and she drove him as close to the area as she :$ 
could. Emergency vehicles started to arrive and she departed the 
area. Prior to the initial explosion, she did not observe 
anything else in the sky. 

New York I n \  emgarion on  7 / 2 0 / 9 6 at East Moriches, 

F,I? I 2 6 5A-NY - 2 5 9 0 2 8 . ..- I 

SA SCOTT KORMAN'W' 
h \  SA KURT B. ,HUERTAS (KBH:mxb) 
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Dare of transcnptlon 

At apprgx-Qnately 8 : 4 5 p. m. 
sitting outside in the front yard of 
observed a flash of 
bolt of lightening. 
light appeared in an 
She had no other information. 

I on July 17, 1996, m a 8  . -a 

her residence when she 
The flash looked like a 

the direction the f l a s h  of 
the south east direction. 

265A-NY-2590- 
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the purpose of the intervie 
g information: 

On July 17, 1996, at 8:OO PM, he was having dinner at 

saw a "yellow, gold spray or flash." He 
MORGAN'S MARINA on Grove Street in Patchogue. 
directly east whe 

tree line. 
sky before_ the explosion. 

He was looking 

thought it was GR fireworks. It then disappeared below the 
He did not hear anything or see anything else in the 

:hes. New York 

by SA JOHN L. SHEEHAN/hrg ,-. Datedichkd 08/06/96 ! 
',, 
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Date o f  transcription - 

' .I: 

I. . 

7/2 , - -  

02 July 21 
Patchogue, New York, 
World Airllnes (TWA) 
information. She wa 
the following: 

On Wednesday, July 17, 1996, from about 8 : O O  pm until 
I 8:45 pm, she was with her two children and a friend at a park 

Rear the Davis Parg-Ferry on Patchogue Harbor. 
8 : 3 0  pm, she saw something like a spark in the sky .  (She said 
she was sitting on a swing in the park and looking in a 
southeasterly direction - the direction of Moriches 1 She saw 
the spark out of the corner of her eye, and as she turned to look 
at it, it seemed to explode, creating a deep red, yellow, 
spidery-shaped light in the sky. She remembered a blue aura 
around the pattern. The light seemed to drip from the sky, with 
the falling drops coming down like a funnel to a single point on 
the horizon. She passed it off as some kind of fireworks, 
although she had never seen anything quite like it before. 

At approximately 

The next morning someone called her to advise about the 
She was shocked, knowing she had probably seen the TWA disaster. 

disaster with her own eyes. In fact, this realization troubled 
her so much that she would not watch news reports on television. 
Her father finally called her and told her to call the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation ( F B I )  and report what she saw; he thought 
it would help her emotionally. 

D a d v i s e d  she did not hear any sound in relation 
to what she saw. 
suspicious or would indicate there was something else in the sky 
that would have struck Flight 800, causing the explosion. 

Neither did she see anything that appeared 

In\ssr iyat ion on 7 / 2 1 / 9 6 

Fil: G 

h \  SA MICHAEL S. MA1ER:carn Date dictated 
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Date of transcription 7/25/96 

as telephonically 
, -  contacted AT .:e?- identity of On wri -- er as a Special A ent (SA) of the Federal Bureau +.+ 

of Investigation ( F B I )  . g o l u n t a r i l y  provided the 
following information: 

as advised of the 

That on Wednesday, July 17, 1996 he and a friend, _. were fishing in Mariches Inlet, when at approximately 
PM, he saw what said that he 
commented to his 
south, southeast 

flares for-no good reason; however, inasmuch as the flare was not 
red, which would indicate a distress signal, but rather 

sky to the 

in color, it seemed less serious a t  the time. 

off-shore and not from any beach area. 
appeared to him that the flare was 

He watched the flare move upward in the sky to a point where the 
flare seemed to lose energy and arc and began to descend, he 
observed a fireball somewhat above where he last saw the flare. 

265A-NY-2590- 

Inve3tigation on 7 /  2 2/ 9 6 at Shirley, New York 
[ ' \ I  k F ~ I ~  I 265A-NY-259028 

by SA VERNON L. S W I N $ % - q l i m i  
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Date  of transcription 8/12/96 

was on a small beach in 
Ponnequoge Beach on July 17, 1996. 

with his wife,- standing at the 
the water. 

s w a red navigator light from an airplane in 
the distance. -_. hen saw an orange firework, with a tail, 
in the air southwest of him. 
arched down b e f o r e m l o s t  sight of it. 

The firework traveled up, then 

saw a second and third fire work 
0th were orange with tails and they B Seconds later 

in the sky simultaneously. 
traveled in the same arching pattern of the first firework. 

and saw a blue vertical line of smoke stre c 
horizon. 
this activity occurred at 8:30 pm. 
wife, 
with a camera. 

_thlheard a 
Approximately 30 seconds later 

down to the 
The blue cloud remained for three to 

In addition to 
there were other people on the beach, a 

. .  

. .  
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The following investigation was 
Agents ( S A s )  CARA L. HOLMES and MARCIE A .  
World Airlines (TWA) Flight 800: 

L , f& 
A- 

* 
' 4 --'.PI 

conducted by Special : 
H O W  regarding Trans ' ,€?5 

and was drifting in the sky. 

double edged boom. 
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The following investigation was telephonically 
conducted by Senior Investigator THOMAS M. O'NEILL of the New 
York State Police Department on Julv 23. 1996: 

deck of the Westhampton Yacht Squadron. He was looking so 
saw what he believed to be a flare or a firework. 

described the'flare-like object as being a small 
light about*wenty degrees above the horizon, and he 

thought at the time, that it was over Moriches Bay. The light 
began to fall and grow in size rowin larger at about twelve 
degrees above the horizon. u t a t e d  that at about five 
degrees above the horizon, the light burst into two wide sheets 
of reddish orange fire. The fire fell behind the dune line (Dune 
Road) and out of w h e n  saw flames 
shoot up into the air, owed by a smo e 
heard nb explosion. 

R 

I I  

26 
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The following investigation was conducted by Senior 
Investigator THOMAS M. O’NEILL and Investigator KEVIN E. WALSH of 
the New York State Police Department on July 19. 1996: 

as on the de 

estimates the descent, which concluded 
behind the du o the yacht squadron, to be 
approximately twenty seconds. 
thinking that the fireball would strike the barrier beach, but it 

Additionally, she remembers 

upplied a sketch of her observations, 
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The following investigation was conducted by Senior 
Investigator THOMAS M. O'NEILL and Investigator KEVIN E .  WALSH of 
the New York State Police Department on July 19, 1996: 

July 17, 1996. 
the yacht club, he saw a round ball of flame, moving slowly 
across the sky. into two 
orange balls, which disappeared behind the dunes. About twenty 
or thirty seconds *er the two balls disappeared, a column of 
flame rose up. He did not see a plane or any object going upward 
from the ground. saw the ball of flame, he 
thought it was a flare. *supplied two diagrams which 
are attached as enclosures. 

At about 8 : 4 0  p.m., while sitting on the patio of 

The orange ball dropped and broke 

When he ori inall 

. t  

I ,  
i 

... 
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Date of transcriptloo 8/9/96 . , A  - 

On J u l y  1 7 ,  1996, w a n d  h e r  family w 
Dune Road i n  Westhampton Beach, New York, when 
8:30 p.m., n o t i c e d  m b r y . d i s t i n c t  Una of blac 
from t h e  w a t e r .  A second la ter  s h e  n o t i c e d  a c 
smoke, fol lowed by a b i g  glowing r ed  circle of 
f u r t h e r  i n t d  t h e  atmosphere and come right down 
dredge  b o a t .  - s t a t ed  t h i s  even t  lasted ap 
seconds ,  was fol lowed by t w o  loud t h e n  sa 
minor e x p l o s i o n s .  

T h i s  same evening ,  m a d d e d ,  t h a t  a t  approximately 
8:OO p.m.,  she  n o t i c e d  a 2 5  f o o t  power b o a t  (no f u r t h e r  
d e s c r i p t i o n )  o f f  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  d r i v e  t y  and t h o u g h t  it was 
r a t h e r  odd because it was g e t t i n g  very  dark and there was not a 
marina nearby .  

. , . ,  
Invcs\igrtion on 7 /28 /96  

by SA PAMELA A .  CULOS/nac Date dictated 

This  document contains neilher recommendrtrons nor conclusions of the FBI I t  ii the property of theFBf&- c - -  
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent (SA) JOSEPH D. FOELSCH, Jr. of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation on July 25, 1996: 

, ;& 
* * *::% 

#. - ,.. 

lode in the sky 
.i 1 

north-northeast of his residence. 
within a few minutes. 

The blue flash disappeared 

26 
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Date of transcription 6/25/97 

interviewing agents and the purpose of the interview, 
then provided the following information: 

of Long Island, NY. 
in the living 

The living room was on 
was sitting on the east 
was sitting on the west 

the second floor of the house. 

The day was clear, the sun was setting in the west and 
( , the sky was light blue. 
W 

‘%-was looking out the living room window over 
the tree tops in back of the neighbor’s house across the street. 
She noticed a plane coming from the south east. 
appeared to be one quarter inch in length. (During the 
interview, a standard ruler was utilized to determine 
measurements in inches.) She could see the outline of the plane. 
The plane was traveling east to west in the normal travel path of 
?lanes coming from MacArthur/Islip Airport. 
light grey/silver in color, and the sun was reflecting off of it. 

The plane 

The plane appeared 

At the same time she saw the plane, 
noticed an orange flare to the right of the aircraft. The flare 
was moving slowly and was smaller than the p l a n e ! ! ! o u l d  
not recall in which direction the flare was movina. however she 
motioned with her hands from ri ht to left in an Gpward direction 
when referring to the flare. *further described the 
flare as a “fire rocket.” 145 

She then heard and saw the plane exr ’Q?;. The 
explosion was small, appeared to be five inc..es in diameter and 

* 

Tweatigation on 6/2 0/97 at Bayshore, New York 
0 

B 265A-NY-259028 . I’ 6f.S Date dictated 6/25/97 
SA CHRISTINA GUST and 

by SA STEVEN A. BONGARDark CG:cq) 
2398 

=This document contains neither r e c o m m e n d a L s  nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is lorned lo  your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outride your agency. 
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was reddish- color. The flare came down from the small 
explosion .\ ould still see the plane, and stated that 
the plane continued moving east to west for a short time after 
the initial explosion. The initial explosion moved from left to 
right and grew larger. It then went down slightly but was still 
visible above the tree line. 

H m o m m e n t e d  that she remembered 
explosion as yellow/light yellow in color. &also &sed 
that she saw an orange flare to the right of the first explosion. 

stated that the flare was shaped like a tear drop, and she 

unsure of the speed of the flare. 

to July 17, 199 

then heard and saw a larger, second explosion. 
The secon '%- exp osion was twice as loud as the first. In 
addition, the second explosion was made up of many colors, and it 
was visible in the entire sky in back of the neighbor's house 
across the street. The explosion "looked like a rainbow". It 
was light green, then yellow and then ownge. The second 
explosion then moved downward and faded. 

e small 

* m o t  recall if the flare had a trail. -was also 
w ab8 

Both 61 and-had never seen a flare prior 

L/ 

a% 

The initial explosion lasted for five seconds. 
stated that it was as if they were "in the movie theater. 

further stated that although the explosion was similar to 
loud", "louder than thunder", and it hurt 

also advised that the pictures in the house 
it felt like an earthquake. 

advised that the entire event lasted 
r?e seconds Jb w e b e l i e v e d  that the event 

lasted sixteen seconds. When time by interviewing Agent 

seven seconds, and-described the events in fifteen to 
sixteen seconds. 

\LtSBONGARDT, -described the sequence of events in fifty- 

a00 
During the interview, 

A copy o 
a n d h e e a c h  drew a 
picture is attached hereto, picture of the event. 

and the originals are contained in 1A envelopes. 

L./ 
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Continuation of FD-302 of . p a s  - 3 

W h e n m l o o k e d  at the clock after the event, the 
time was 8:25  p.m. &$ 

8:45 p.m., 

Bureau of Investigation a few 

The following is descriptive information for 
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On July 19, 1996, the foll 
conducted by Special Agent STACY R. 
Office of the Federal Bureau of Inve 
JOHN P. KEARY, New York State Police 

owing investigation was 
DIAMOND of the New York 
stigation and Investigator 
at Westhampton, New York. 

_ "  

... 
was eating dinner at the Westhampton Yacht 3 '"s 

1 9 9 6 ,  he saw a tiny area of red in the sky, 
then large red flames. 
saw black smoke. 
a smaller column of fire. 

He heard three or four concussions then 
He saw a big column of fire, then a break, then 

. ' *. 
e *  

c 
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v s  visiting a friend who was4va 
timeshare con ominium on Shore Road, in Clinton, 
July 17, 1996. While out on a deck after sunset, 
red line appear in the sky. This was approximate 
red line was slanted to the top right. It extended 1 1/2 inch to 
2 inch at arm's len th. The line was of continuous intensity. It 
was very bright. &thought it was a distress flare. He could 
not say whether it was going up or down. He presumed it to be 
going up. 

At the top of the line, a lightning bolt shaped event 
occurred. It took 5 to 15 seconds to expand and drop down. The 
lightning bolt area started at the apex and extended down into a 
cone. The cone was dimmer red. It expanded and extended down to 
the horizon. As it reached the horizon, it then faded away. 

-is a graphic designer and offered %o construct a 
composite image to represent what he saw. -prMuced a 5 
frame composite, on hio HAC, to represent the evenk3 In addition, 
-was asked to mark on a map his pos ion and h i s  line of 
sight to the event. On July 31, 1996, d p r o v i d d  the results 
of this rendition. Attached to this FD-302 report of interview is 
black and white copies of -corn sites and him description 
of same and the annotated map. d o r i g i n a l  comj$uter disk, a 
135 MB removable cartridge disk, the annotated map'and the 
original renditions were placed i n  a 1-A-envelope. - 

called the attention of other people who were at th* timeshare. 

- 
-advised that while observing this event, he 2 6 -  

ln~erliplciaam 7/26/96  Bridgeport, Connecticut ( 

~d~ 2 65A-NY-2 59 02 8 

by SA Kenneth E Gray Jr: KEG/keg m w  8J.b l i96y  AU6 281996 I. . . 1 
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on the 2nd floor outdoor deck facing the beach enjoying a glass of wine. These people are: 

)proximately 8:30 dust before the dark of evening fell) I called everyone's attention to the bright 
straight fine in the sky over Long Island. I extended by arm and measured the red line with my 

open fingers at about a 1 In" to 2 In'" hieght. 

/ 
The straight line was followed by what I describe as a fuzzy lightning bolt "shaped" display that 
unfolded over a 5-1 5 second time interval on the right side of the straight red line forming a rough 
triangular shape. As the lightning bolt shape decended to the ground, the bolt shape became 
wider at the bottoms, as well as becoming a dimmer red color, mixing with grey and white colors 
towards the bottom of each bolt step. 

Everyone present saw the display and I said, "I think it's a d i s k s  flare, someone's in trouble". I took 
no action. About an hour later, CNN explained that a crash had occurred over Long fsland and we 
realized just what we had witnessed. We were greatly upset. 

d been video taping only minutes before the display, but had shut off the camera. I took various 
wdeo pans of the horizon during that evening including one complete pan taken about 15 minutes 
before the crash. Unfortunatley I missed the actual jet scene by a few moments. I did no more 
video taping that evening. 

U 

34 $5 Page I of2  
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Bdow is a graphic I create 
.similar position. I used the Barbados photo because I don't personally possess the 
grab video frames from the video I had shot that evening. I scanned the photo 1 * 

tfie photo scan into an RGB color graphic and rendered what I saw that evening 
over long Island. 

ing a photo from Barbados of th 

- ..e 

. .  
_ .  

.. 
1 .  . .  

. .  

Yesterday (July 25th)l called a friend who does possess the basic technology to grab video frames 
and digitize them so they can be viewed on a computer screen. I went to his video studio and 
grabbed a few frames and saved them on disk. I returned home to create a composite of the actual 
Clinton CT coas€line right before the crash. I then Jayered in the jet crash rendering showing the 
color and approximate placement of the display on that horizon. It is as close to what we saw, and 
where we saw it, as I can produce. 

Also attached are the five graphics I created to show how I saw the event that occurred. - 

I hope mjr effortr help in your investigation. 

.. 

a4 d-6 
Page 2 of 2 
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boats probably responded to the correct location. 
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realized what they actually had witnessed earl 
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information: 

noticed what he believed to be a parachute flare off in a 
southwest direction about forty degrees above the horizon. 
flare was bluish/red 
from west to east. continued to watch this flare 
while trying to get his wife and friend to look at it. The flare 
traveled in this west to east direction for what he estimated was 
approximately 20 seconds, at which time it ted to descend in 
a curved descent and the same speed. Star estimated this 
curved descent lasted approximately 10 seconds when the flare 
then opened up in a bottle or cup shape that was red in color. 

two pieces. At this point, realized these were 

flames more solid on the outsides. 

This 
lor and was moving at a steady speed 

A 
second or so later, this outward on both sides in 

flames. The flames type shape with the 

At the time of this incident, -believed the 
flare, and were about five miles from him to 

initially 
at the time that when the flare 
bottle type shape that it was 

the south; 

fireworks. -never heard any explosions. 

hvelliprtion on 7 / 2 3 / 9 6 8t Center Moriches, New Yo 

File# 265A-NY-259028 
Investigator DE SCOON 

by SA JOSEPH P. FANNIN 
a423 

Thir document contains neither recommeodrtio FBI. I tuthQpmpew 

=smwzmz-susQ", - -  
hvelliprtion on 7 / 2 3 / 9 6 8t Center Moriches, 

File# 265A-NY-259028 
Investigator DE SCOON 

by SA JOSEPH P. FANNIN 
a423 

Thir document contains neither recommeodrtio FBI. I tUthQPmpew 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 

information: 

, July 17, 1996, at approximately 7:30 PM, 
o h i s  On three wedn7-d=y 3 )  children and family friends child, .were on 
there way to Great Gun Beach, to collect beach glass. While 

ahng the road near the Moriches Inlet, at ?bout 8:OO PM, 
noticed a red, older looking commercial fishing boat, t h a t  

was between twenty to thirty ( 2 0  to 3 0 )  feet in length, heading 
o u t  tc sea. He thought it was odd that they would be heading out 
at that time with it getting foggy out. While heading south 
bound along the inlet, approximately ten (10) minutes later; 
-noticed a low flying airplane. The plane was blue and 
white in color. 

- 
10 minutes later, while heading back on 
four-year-old, saw what he called 

'I firework" . out in a south, south-easterly 
direction-'and saw a column of fire going up and then falling into 
itself. The fire was orange in color and turned into black 
smoke. The angle was up and down and-stimated that it .was 
300 feet above the water. 

-could not see the water from his location, 

Tadvised that 
because he was standing behind a sand dune. 
it was still light out when he viewed the fire co urn. 

c .- 
-noticed three other people out on the beach that 

evening, an unknown female and two children. o h a d  no 
infcrmation about what they saw or who they were. 

While leaving the beach area, -noticed what looked 
l i k e  a barge with a light on, in the same direction of the fire 
column. 
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advised that shortly after 8:30 PM, on July 17, 
was turning out of the BOSTON MARKET parking lot on 1996, 

the corner of William Floyd and Montauk Highway in Shirley, New 
York, heading south, when she saw a long red streak with a bright 
light on top high in the sky. -stated that she thought the 
streak was a fireyprk that never exploded. -described the 
streak as being one (1) foot long, wider at the top, tapering to 
a point at the bottom. She stated that the streak was leaning to 
the left, with an arc coming off of the side of it on the right. 
-advised that she did not hear anything but stated that her 
car windows were rolled up.  
if the streak was going up or dow 
disappeared from view quickly. *estimated that the streak 
was several miles out at sea from the beach. 
f o G r  to five ( 4  to 5 )  miles inland from the beach. 

She stated that she could not tell 
She advised that it 

Her location was 

. .  
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being advised of the identit of the interviewing agent a 
nature of the interview, *provided the following 
information: 

-was walking from the front of her home to 
' approximately 8 : 3 0  PM on July 17, 1996, when she obsefved 
orange colored "arc" moving upward from behind trees south- 
southwest of her home. 
appeared to bend tlCPf!he left a little at the end. 
which appeared to dissipate into a "little round glow" for 2-3 
seconds, ended in a large explosion. 

The arc continued to travel upward and 
Then t h e  arc, 

- 
At first, -thought that what she saw was 

fireworks. However, when the arc ended in a lar e explosion, she 
no longer believed the arc to be fireworks. 4,s Bur 
what she saw was a missile, based on what she has seen on, 
television and the movies. 

c a n  pinpoint exactly where she was when she saw 
the arc and exactly where the arc was as it rose through the sky 
ar.d exploded. 

tn SA WILLIAM INZERILLO &/p 
.- l b  I I I 
J 

'rncv 
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1nEerv;ewed 
Patchogue, 
Agent of th 

. .  -.. ' 1 
:g:,: 

B r  r; 2. . ,I I <  _I_ 

w a d v i s e d  that at about 8:30 P . M . ,  on July 13, 
1996, she an 
of South Ocean Streek, in Patchogue, Long Island. 

like object traveling upward from a north to s o u t h  d i r e c t i o n .  
she next saw a bright orange fireball in the sky. - 
believes that the flare like object was orange in color and 
lasted for about five seconds. 

er husband were on Mascot Dock, located at t h e  end 

faclng in a southesterly direction, when she 

w a d v i s e d  that the fireball then fell t o  t h e  
ocean, followed by black smoke. y d v i s e d  t h a t  she is uncertain about the origin gf the flare ike object. 

-id not hear anything during her observations. 

b s  SA XATALE 'PARISI/MAM 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special - 
Agent WILLIAM HANSEN, Federal Bureau of Investigation, New York* 
Office on J u l y  22, 1996: 
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Y West hampton , 
Art er being advised of Xew 'fork, was contacted at his residence. 

=he identit 
:nterview, -provided the following information: 

2.. 

-c 

of the interviewing agent and the nature of the 
. ?  

PAOLETTA's boat was positioned in Moriches Bay just 
south and slightly west of Beaver Dam Creek, at the mouth of the 
canal. 

PAOLETTA advised he was heading slowly north towards 
Beaver Dam Creek, which is where he docks his boat. PAOLETTA was - 
actually sitting on the water maneuvering the boat. 
to the south and the ocean. 
at Biloy 36; however, this number does no correspond to the 
r,a,t;cal rap numbers. 

His back was 
PAOLETTA advised he was positioned 

At approximately 8 : 3 0  PM, PAOLETTA's wife stated "It 
looks like something is in trouble." As PAOLETTA turned around, 
he saw a large fireball in the sky which split or exploded in two 
separate fireballs with black smoke. 
that looked like an inverted Y (),I PAOLETTA stated the first 
fireball looked like a red/orange sun setting. 

The fireballs took a path 

Immediately following, PAOLETTA called the United 
Scates Coast Guard (USCG)  to report what they saw, stating it 
appeared a9 though a plane was in trouble. The USCG responded 
statins the military was conducting pyrotechnique exercises and 

xere no t  sure; however, they then heard two other boats call in 
s:~~i?ar reports to the USCG.  One boat, IIEQUITY" was positioned 
2 - t  sn the ocean. The other boat, whose name PAOLETTA could not 
:;.call, was in the Shinnecock Inlet. 

r srUc1s ,h tk,,;s have been what they saw? PAOLETTA responded that they 

h SA 3IiAWN M. WOLFF/dp 
/ z 9 9  

Thi. .it\,unimr Ltvxdln> n r i h r r  rrcornniendarions nor ccnlusions o f  rhc FBI If i s  rhc property of rhe di(:/& to your agency; 
I T  iiiJ '\ L L i n i < n i \  Art no1 io tu dimdwrrd ourside !our agent! 
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? D a t e  of transcription 8/8/96 

On July 28, 1996, 
was intervie - p on, New York (NY). 

After being advised of the i 
and the nature of the interview, 
information: 

On the evening of July 17, 1996, -was on the 
corner of Shore Road and Roanoke Avenue, in Riverhead, NY. He 
was in his Jeep witk-ehe top down stopped at a stop sign. His 
view was southwest. 

-saw a red dot trave-.;ng from west to east, 
parallel to-the horizon. 
slightly south. -.estimated that the distance of the red 
dot was about twen y miles 

The red dot also-seemed to be heading 

He counted for about three or four seconds, and then 
the red ball turned into a bright orange explosion, as b i g  as a 
house. The orange flames fanned out and dove down at about a 4 5  
degree angle in the same direction that the red object was 
traveling, from west to east. It was like the red object pushed 
whatever it hit forward, causing it to explode, and dive 
downward. .-never heard any sounds. 

that the red dot got a little bit smaller just prior to the 
bright orange explosion. 

There was no smoke trailing the red dot. He thought 

The explosion was so large that he thought that it 
occurred over the land. 

- 
~ n \  es t igac ion  on 7/ 2 6/9 6 at Southampton. New York I I-<CMD- 

.SAS JAMES J. ROTHER 
b) +&REGORY J. O’NEILLYJJR/pan D a t e  dictated 

/ J  I P 

Thls document  contains  neither recommendrt ionr  nor conclurionr 01 the  FBI I t  I S  t h e  property of t h e  FBI a n d  is loaned toi  
i t  and  i t s  con ten t s  are  not IO be dis t r ibuted ou t r ide  )our  agenc)  



0 0 0  1 8 4  

28 1 



FD-302 ( R e v .  3-10-82) 

/s 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D a t e  of iranrctiption 8/8/96 

On J u l y  1 7 ,  1996 ,  a t  8 : O O  pm, -dvised that he 
was s i t t i n g  abou t  a q u a r t e r  m i l e  e a s t  of t h e  Moriches I n l e t  Beach 
w i t h  h i s  g i r l f r i e n d .  
observed a r e d / o r a p g i % ! e  i n  t h e  s k y  abou t  n i n e  t o  t e n  

t a t e d  t h a t  abou t  8:30 pm he 

miles south. 

s t a t e d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  seconds  l a t e r  t h e  
r e d / o r a n g l s h D e x p i o d e d  and dropped s t r a i g h t  down i n t o  t h e  
ocean .  

-stated t h a t  he  observed  a ba rge  w i t h  l i g h t s  
approx ima te ly  one n i l e  e a s t  of t h e  Moriches I n l e t  a t  
approx ima te ly  7:OO pm. 
ba rge  t h i s  s i z e  t o  be s o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  beach.  

f e l t  t o  be unusua l .  

-felt t h i s  was unusual  for a 

hea rd  a l o u d  bang a t  approximate ly  9 : 0 0  pm 

b,'Pl I_  J O H N  DAN F E T H I E R E / D S / r d o  D a r e  d i c t a t e d  7/25/96'"'" u 

I n i e s r i g a t i o n  on  7 / 2 5 / 9 6  at 

a L ~ A S  U A V I U  S E B A S ' r I A N I /  

I 

-- O t  
T h : r  .!asurnen! conta ins  n c i r h c r  r e c o r n m e n d a r m s  n o r  c o n c l u r ~ o n r  of the  FBI I 1  IS rhe  p r o p e r t y  of t h e  FBI and r5-- 

11 3 1 d  11s conicits a r c  n o t  I O  be  d i s t r i b u t e d  o u t r i d e  \ o u r  a p e n c v  
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r-) Master Serqeant, New York Air National 
Guard, 106th Aerospace Rescue Squadron, was interviewed at h i s  
place of employment. v a s  advised of the identity of the 
interviewers. He was furt er advised that the purpose of the 
interview was to obtain his observations from the evening of 
July 17, 1996. -then supplied the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, 
-is employed as a Master Sergeant for the New 

York Air National -8rd on a full-time basis. 
he reported for his normal tour of duty at 6:30 am and worked a 
full day. -then stayed on the base to do a night drill he 
needed to ma e up. 

to do a parachute 
the tower. 

and Staff Sergeant went out to the drop zone 
After in, they were standing 

were clear and there was no 
wind. 

m a s  looking south when he saw what looked like 
a flare at about 2 , 5 0 0  to 3 , 0 0 0  feet traveling from west to east. 
The object was orange with a pink center. 
faint grayish white plume. The plume of this object was 
traveling from a higher elevation to a lower one. 

It also had a very 

The flare then erupted into a fireball and the fireball 
fell straight down and then broke in two. 
he thought was a second flare type object appear higher and to 
the right of the fireball as it fell. The whole series of 
observatio'ns by -lasted ten to fifteen seconds. 

-observed what 

The area 
made these observations was the same area where the 

going to be operating that evening. 

.. 
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f-pwas interviewe 
Westhampton Beach, New York. After being a 
identities of the interviewing Agents and t 
interview, and the nature of the interview, 
the following information: 

On the evening of July 17, 199 
hammock on the back porch of the residen 
overlooks the Atlantic Ocean. At about 
orange fireball whi&%e thought was a boa 
did not see anything ascend from the surface. H i s  
fireball was due south over the Atlantic Ocean to t 
rock jetty which juts out from his beac'.:ront. He 
anything when he saw the fireball. 

pieces which looked like streams of fire. The fire streams 
descended into the water at which time he heard three or'fo 
explosions. Initially, he thought that 
that the fireball was a distress flare t 
previously fired. 

house, and his wife, 

As the fireball descended, it broke into four or five 

% was the fi 

w e s i d e s  in Port Jefferson I 

Investigation on 7 / 2 8 / 9 6  

i t  and its contents arc not to be distributed outside your agency 
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N e w  York (NY),fl- 
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Date of transcript ion 

t h e  i d e n t i t i e s -  
i n t e r v i e w ,  1 

# bT.&bv=L mu& &CiIlF8 ' - er being advised of 
incerv iewlng  Agents  and t h e  n a t u r e  of the 

'provided t h e  f o l l o w i n g  in fo rma t ion :  

-as f a c i n g  s o u t h  a t  t h e  t i m e .  The f l a r e  appeared  
a s  an  orange  glow, b u t  was moving from --st t o  ea s t .  
s e e  t h e  f l a r e  a scend ing  a t  any time. 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f l a r e .  

H e  d id  not  
H e  d i d  n o t  see any smoke 

He fo l lowed t h e  f l a r e  from w e s t  t o  e a s t  and it 
suddenly  b u r s t  i n t o  a f i r e b a l l .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t e e a r d  a ' 
s o n i c  boom. H e  r a n  from on t h e  n o r t h  s ide  of Dune 
Road, a c r o s s  Dune Road, t t h e - t h e n  saw two f i e r y  
p i e c e s  desc-ending i n t o  t h e  ocean.  
t h e y  d i s a p p e a r e d  and -heard a n o t h e r  s o n i c  boom. 

A s  t h e  p i e c e s  h i t  t h e  h o r i z o n  

. .  

I 

. .. 

-went back t o  -and c a l l e d  t h e  police.  

p l a n e  head o u t  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  
About two minutes  a f t e r  he r e t u r n e d  t o  

t o l d  him t h a t  h e  t hough t  t h e  p l a n e  a s  a "C31". 
t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  e v e n t  l a s t  about  f i v e  minu tes .  

s ince  he was t h e  one a t  t h e  t a b l e  who f i r s t  n o t i c e d  t h e  f l a r e .  
-believed that-may have s e e n  more 

I n ~ e s r ~ g a t r o n  on 7 / 2 4 / 9 6  

SA JAMES J. ROTHE 

T h i s  d o c u m e n t  c o n t a i n s  neither recommend 
i t  and  i t s  c o n t e n t s  a r e  no t  to b e  d i s i r l b u t e d  

1 LL/ - 

a i i o n s  
o u r s i d  

'aXh 

nor c o n c l u s ~ o n r  
e l o u r  agenc)  
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Detective DENNIS RAFFERTY was also present for the interview. 
-provided the following information: 

p a s  interviewed at the Moriches Yacht Club 

said at the time of the plane crash he w a s  standin 
located a e endWf Union Avenue in Center Moriches, New York. 

-located on the Great Gun beach on Fire Island. e 
was facing-south when he noticed a flare ascending in the e. 

southeast direction. -said the flare was slightly east 
of him when he saw it. > >  

w e s c r i b e d  the object he saw as a skyrocket . -- 
with a yellowish glow, possibly a flare that misfired. 

saw an explosion. -hen saw the plane explode but he did 
not see it-crash in the water. 
explode in the air or on the ground. 

-said he followed the flare for 10-15 seconds and then 

id not hear the plane 

~ n \ e r t i g t t i o n  on 0 7 / 1 9 / 9 6  

D a t e  d ictated 

i t  and i t s  contents  are not to be distributed outride ) o u r  agency 
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-said that as he was getting out of h i s  parents 
car in the Moriches Yacht Club he noticed a firework ascending 
into the air. -said the firework was ascending over the 
Great Gun beach on FQe Island, southeast of the club. A f t e r  
watching the f i r e w h  for a few seconds he saw an explosion. He 
d i d  not realize at that time that the object that fell to the 
ground was a plane. 

3 
T h l s  docurnelit contains neither remmmcndatlons nor concluslonr of the FBI I t  1 3  the properly of 
11 and 11s conlentr are not to be distrlbuted ou l s~dc  your agency 



0 0 0 2 0 4  



. -  

. - e  

...A . 

FD-301 ( R e v .  3-1042) 

/ 3/J- 

. .  . 

.. : ~ - . . . *  
_ .  

FEDERA 

- 1 -  - 
,L BUREAU OF INVEST 

-as driving southeast on Wading River Road 
ds Center Mor'chgs, New York when she first saw the plane. 

*thou ht the h n e  was definitely on fire before it 
exploded. b l o o k e d  at her watch just before seeing the plane 
and remembered the time of 08:42  pm. fsaid the& 
disappeared from her view for a couple o 
the plane came down in an arcing direction. 

or anything before the plane became engulfed in flames. 

seconds. sa i d  

-said she did not see the plane crash in the water Y. 

J ., , A- Innn 

- I.." 
Fl]e D 265A-NY-259028 - .  

b i  SA Martin Bernsteinl, Date dictated 07,/316 

r h i s  document contams neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI I t  is  t h e  property of the FBI rad h h i e d  t o m 1  r 
i t  and i t s  contents are not to be distributed outside vnur a o r n r v  

SA Frederick R. Schmied 'F- 
- - 1 *&< 
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i n  fo rma t  i o n  : 

A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  p l a n e  crash of TWA f l i g h t  800  
a q o n  h i s  b o a t  off  of t h e  e a s t e r n  end of Meriches Inlet. 

h e  explosion- , r .  
saw t he  plane' 

saw a red  f l a r e  a scend ing  i n t o  t h e  a i r  before he saw an 

hen headed 150 degrees s o u t h e a s t  

-as n o t  i n i t i a l l y  

. .  

e x p l o s i o n .  
w a s  t h a t  o f  a p ane .  

of t h e  i n l e t  towards  t f e c r a s h  s i t e .  
go o v e r  t h e  h o r i z o n .  

day of t h e  p l a n e  c r a s h  o r  t h e  days  l e a d i n g  up t o  it. 

A t e r  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  

-as asked i f  he saw a n y t h i n g  

b o a t  come i n t o  t h e  i n l e t  a t  a b o u t  0 7 : 3 0  pm 

saw t h e  t u g  b o a t  before and f e l t  it was not 
sa id  t h e  t u g  b o a t  was named " fnu  RIVER" 

said t h e  t u g  b o a t  had 30 twin diesel a l o c a l  v e s s e l .  
e n g i n e s .  The t u g  
n o t  have any g e a r  for  work. -never saw t h e  o p e r a t o r  of 
t h e  boat o r  any crew mehers. 

look  l i k e  it w a s  a f i s h i n g  boat and did 

-aid h e  saw t h e  t u g  head eas t  a f t e r  it l e f t  t h e  
I n l e t  on 07/17/96 .  -has n o t  s e e n  t h e  t u g  i n  the I n l e t  
s i n c e  t h a t  day .  

In\eri~gation oc 07/19 /96  

T h i s  document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of t h e  FBI  I t  IS the  property of the F 
i t  and its contents are not to be distributed outside v o w  mencv  
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On July 24, 1996, at approximately 5 : 0 5  p.m., Special 
Agent (SA) JANE Z. KE&LY, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and 
Investigator JOHN P. KEARY 

and furnished th 

-advised that on July 17, 1996, at about 8:30 p-m., 
he was playing volleyball with a group of friends at Ponquogue 

playing the left position in the center vol Fstated eyball court, he was facing 
Beach, Dune Road, Hampton Bays, New York. 

north. He subsequently noticed a small burning object out of the 
corner of his left eye. -Stated that this object was out over 
the ocean and was west, southwest of h i s  location. He estimated 
the object was possible eight miles away. 
fell into the ocean, he heard a series of four sonic booms 
several seconds thereafter. 
rising into the sky. 

subjects while playing volleyball: 

After the fireball 

He did noteobserve any objects 

-noted that he was accompanied by the following 

Hampton Bays, 
New York, - Hampton Bays, New York, - 

-, Hampton Bays, New York, 

I - ,  Hampton Bays, New York, - Hampton Bays, New York, 
L 

hvcstlgatmn on 7 /2  4 / 9 6 at Tlampton Bays, New 

/333 
T1.h Anr,.-,,r ~ ~ r k : r -  -.;tL-- ----.-...- A...L-- -,.- ---- * .-I--.. -;I..- P n v  .- - A _  _. - r a -. 3 rn I . 
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07/22/96 Date of transcription 

interview and identity of the Special Agent and the Suffolk 
County Police Detective, stated the following information: 

-On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 p.m., dusk, 
and his wife, were sitting on their 

, ocated at the rear of their house, facing the water, 
stated he saw a flare coming down from a south- 

eastern direction off Fire Island. -stated he did not 
see or hear anything prior and that t e object was coming down in 
a flat-spin, which later separated into two parts. 

stated that from his view, beginning 
to end o f g e  event, if took about ten to fifteen (10 to 15) 
seconds before the object hit the water. 
after the object hit the water, he saw smoke trailing off. 
had no further information. 

He then stated that 
He 

# 

a5A-Ny-259028SUB 
PFLWD+ IN;EYED 

FILL3 SEAIALIZ:~ 

JUL 3 3, ',- 7 

FPI - NEW YQ?y 7c T IC, 

u hvestrgation on 0 7 / 1 9 / 9 6 at Yast Moriches, New York 

bde # 2 6 5A-NY-2 5 9 0 2 8 - _  
SA JOHN HUI ' 
SCPD DetectivZE PITTS (JH:amo) r)rtedictrad 07/19/96 

/ 3 3 r  
Thii docuwnt contains nc&r Rcommendntions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI md is loaned to your agcncv; 
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On July 25, 1996, at approximately 9:50 a.m., 
i-B Date of Birth 

Investigators JOHN P. KEARY and EDWARD S. MLODYNIA, New York 
State Police. -provided the following information: 

Au ust 19, 
Hampton Bays, New York, e was 

D a d v i s e d  that on July 17, 1996, he and a group of 
his friends were playing volleyball at Ponquogue Beach, Hampton 
Bays, New York. He stated that they arrived at that site at 
7 : 4 5  p.m. At approximately 8:30 p.m., he noticed a small red 
flame in the sky to the southwest, about 30 degrees up into the 
sky. He advised that the flame got much larger then broke into 
two pieces, subsequently falling into the ocean. He discussed 
this incident with his friends then continued playing volleyball. 
About 30 seconds to one minute later, he heard a series of 
llsonicll booms. This consisted of one set of explosions, followed 
by a rumbling, then another set of explosions. u 

-did not see anything ascending into the sky and 
thought the event occurred several miles out into the ocean. He 
could not provide any landmark which would assist in locating the 
event. 

265A-NY -259028-SUB a 

/337 
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Date of tnnsiription 7 / 2 6 / 9 6  

- rollowing information: 

advised that she was travelling westbo nd on 
Montauk Hig - way on Jul 17 1 9 9 6 ,  with her boyfriend- 
and her daughter& -was sitting on the 
passenger side when she saw a bright yellow ball of fire toward 
the water. 
stated "that's a plane." -stated she did not see anything 
else. 

She turned to her daughte; in the back seat and 

265A-NY-259028-SUB L-c( - 
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was incervr2wed by Senicr 
Investigazcr THOMAS M. O'NEILL arid Investigator KEVIN 5. W A X 2  3 5  
:he New York State Police Department. 
conducted on July 22, 1996. 

The interview was 

Mr. 1 who is a retired Personnel Manager, 
states that on Ju y 17, 1996, he was sitting on his boat - 

in the WESTHAMPTON BEACH TOWN MARINA on Libruary 
-our. 8:30 PM. FIP was looking south from the bridge 
on his boat when he saw a band of fire reaching halfway into the 
sky southwest of his location. 
characterizes as being reddish/oran e, 
widened. From his experience, Mr. believed that the 
fireband was over the ocean. 
a line of houses. 
explosions. 
which he describes as "rockmg the earth." 
dark gray smoke rising into the sky after the last explosion. 

The band of fire, which he 
first narrowed and then 

It disappeared from his view behind 

The first two explosions were softer than the third, 
Mr.-then saw 

Mr.-then heard three rapid 
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Dawoftruucripliocl 08/10/96 

ter Moriches, New-rk 119348-m . 
, was interviewed after being advised of 1 

irentity of the 
interview. 

iewing agent and the nature of the 

stated that on the 
crash, she was ner with her 

Mrs. m stated that she did not see the actual 
explosion. 
the sky as she was looking out towards the Atlantic Ocean. 

All she observed were two burning objects fall from 

L/ 
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Diitr. Ili transcription 8 / 8 / 9 6  

interview. 

.-advised that she first saw a fireworks spark 
to the south over Shelter Island and it was already going down. 
The sparks were red and orange and a square piece fell out of the 
bottom of the sparks and dropped behind Shelter Island. 

Investigation on 7/25/96 at East Moriches, New York (telephonically) 
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- w-1 employed by 
GREAT LAKES DOCK AND DREDGE, 816 Dune Road, Westhampton Beach, 
New York, was advised of the 
official identities of the interviewing Agents and the nature of 
the interview. then furnished the following information: 

advised that at approximately 8:40 pm, he was 
sand on Westhampton Beach and caught the 

end of an explosion in the sky which was ball shaped. The fire 
ball was large and began to descend down in a column. There was 
a smaller column of smoke next to the larger one. The fire balls 
then hit the columns of smoke to the 

the large fireball dropped, 
southeast. 
going down. 
it floated east. Approximately forty-five seconds later he heard 
a roar of thunder which he now believes was the sound of the 
explosion. 
sky. After the main part of the plane hit the water, a large 
flame was observed travelling up the column of smoke, almost to 
the top. 
occurred in a time span of ten to twenty seconds. 

the fireballs to be a small plane 

A few smaller objects were observed falling from the 

-stated that the whole indident he observed, 

u 
investigation on 7 / 2 2 / 9 6 at Westhampton Beach, New York 
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Dateof transcription 7/20/96 

Road, Riverhead, New York, by Special Agent WILLIAM HANSEN of the 
Federal Bureau of Investi ation, and Investigator JOHN P. KEARY, 
New York State Police. *was advised of the official 
identities of the interviewers, and that the interview concerned 
details he mi ht know about TWA Flight 800 that crashed on July 
17, 1996. thereafter, provided the following: 

p.m., he and his two friends, 
were fishing at the dock located at the end of Union Avenue, in 
Center Moriches, New York. He stated that he only observed the 
flash of flame and did not see anything prior to that. He stated 
that this flame was to the south, slightly east of his location 
and was very far away. 

-advised that 

'.L/ 

Shirley, New York, 
# 

Investigation on 7/20/96 at Riverhead, New York 
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