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was interviewed by Senior Investigator
THOMAS O'NEILL and Investigator KEVIN WALSH of the New York State
Police (NYSP) Department. The interview was conducted on July
23, 1996.

senburg, New York,
1s employed as a Pilot by MID IS E, MacArthur

irport, Bohemia, New York, business telephone number (516) 588-
5400.

states that he was walking with his friend,
sometime around 8:30 PM, north of the beach in
ront of e SWORDFISH BEACH CLUB, Dune Road, Westhampton Beach,
New York. Psaid, "Look." Mr. turned toward the
water (south) and saw bright yellow flames on the surface of the
ocean. He estimated the flames as being about as tall as the
Empire State Building and as wide as about half the width of a
football field. Mr. qstates that the flames were due
south of the beach club and, through his experience as a Pilot,
to eight (8) miles out to sea. He describes light conditions as

" being close to dusk. Mr.{J# a1sc states that visibility was
six (6) miles with haze.

not hear an initial boom that Mr. claimed to hear.

Additionally, Mr. states that after”
said look, he heard two (2) ﬁick booming sounds, but did
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The following neighborhood investigation was conducted
by Special Agent (SA) WILLIAM HANSEN, Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) and Detective Sergeant ROBERT DOYLE, Homicide
Division, Suffolk County Police Department on July 18, 1996:
Meadow Lane
Westhampton, NY
#1 No one home. A vehicle bearing NY license
plate E24~3CT was parked in the driveway.
#2 No one home.
#3 No one home
#7 No one home.
#8 No one home.
#2 No one home. A vehicle bearing NY license
N plate D57-8DN was parked in the driveway.
#11 No one honme.
#12 telephone number
advised she was not at home at the time of the TWO incident.
3 and (R, telephone
number advised they were not at home at the time
of the incident. advised her daughter,
Speonk, New York, telephone number
observed the flash.
~ +14 (NN, t-1cchone number
—was not at home at the time of the TWA incident.
#15 No one home. —advised the owner
of the house died last week.
s1c VR <-:conone o NEENENNEN
was not at home last night.
#17 No one home. b“f
#19 No one home. 265A'NY'2?9)?28'SUBQ0/‘
hENED ———
— 420 No one home. A @
' JAN 171997
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#21 “telephone number
was at home during the TWA incident, but did not

ear or see anything.

265A-NY-259028

#23 No one home.
#24 No one home.

#25 No one home.
#26 —was not at home on July 17,
1996.

#32 No one home.

Reynolds Drive
Wes on, N

No# -No one home.
No# FNU- telephone number-
No one home.

No# The no one home.

#3
—advised she d

#7

telephone number
not hear nor see anything.

No one home.

#11 No one home.

#17 No one home.

#24 No one home.

WO\ 427

but did not see an

advised she heard the explosions,
ything.

402 432 ate of Birth,—

q telephone number heard a loud boom around
8: pm on July 17, 1996. Several moments later she heard three
to five small booms. did not see any explosions.
can also be contacted a Bernardsville,

New Jersey, telephone numbe
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Oneck Lane
Westhampton, NY

97 advised she resides at

East Moriches, NY, telephone number

v advised she was not home at the time of the TWA
incident.

#276 Ptelephone number
incident.

ed she was not at home at the time of the TWA

Unnamed side street

off Meadows Lane.
Westhampton, NY

No# No one home.

#3 No one hone.

Lake Way
Wes o)

$5

#6
advised she did not

No one home.

telephone number
hear, nor see anything.

Meadow Way
Westhampton, N

Y .
advised he did not hear, nor see anything.
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The following neighborhood investigation was conducted
by Special Agent (SA) WILLIAM HANSEN, Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) and Detective Sergeant ROBERT DOYLE, Homicide
Division, Suffolk County Police Department on July 18, 1996:

Meadow Lane
Westhampton, NY

#1 No one home. A vehicle bearing NY license
plate E24-3CT was parked in the driveway.

#2 No one home.
#3 No one home
47 No one hone.
#8 No one home.

#9 No one home. A vehicle bearing NY license
plate D57-8DN was parked in the driveway.

#11 No one home.
$12 telephone number
advised she was not at home at the time of the TWO incident.

and , telephone
advised they were not at home at the time
advised her daughter,

1
Speonk, New York, telephone number
observed the flash.

#14 ), telephone number

—was not at home at the time of the TWA incident.

#15 No one honme. —advised the owner
of the house died last week.

y1c G :-:-0none nunce R

was not at home last night.

.
#17 No one home. l’“/

#19 No one home. 265A-N¥-‘259028-SUB&

;oo

#20 No one home. Uéﬁﬂ-’— @
JAN 171997
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265A~-NY-259028

#21 “telephone number

was at home during the TWA incident, but did not
ear or see anything.

#23 No one home.

#24 No one home.

#25 No one home.
#26 — was not at home on July 17,

#32 No one home.

1996.

Reynolds Drive
Westhampton, NY

No# - No one home.
No# FNU- telephone number-
N No one homne.

No# The
telephone number

#3
_advised she did not hear nor see anything.

#11 No one honie.

#17- No one home.

#24 No one home.

WOl 427

advised she heard the explosions,
but did not see anything.

403 #32 ate of Birth,_
heard a loud boom around

q telephone number

8: pm on July 17, 1996. Several moments later she heard three
to five small booms. did not see any explosions.
can also be contacted a Bernardsville,
New Jersey, telephone n

no one home.
L)
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Oneck Lane
. Westhampton, NY
97 _advised she resides at
East Moriches, NY, telephone number
advised she was not home at the time of the TWA

incident.

#276 Ptelephone number
Fadvise she was not at home at the time of the TWA
ncident.
Unnamed side street off Meadows Lane.
Westhampton, NY
No#%# No one home.

#3 No one home.

Lake Way
Westhampton, NY
#5 No one home.
k6 telephone number —
advised she did not hear, nor see anything.
Meadow Way

Westhampton, NY

v Q- cnonc oo SN
advised he did not hear, nor see anything.
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On July 20, 1996, Special Agent (SA) CRISALLI, Federal

au of Investigation (FBI), and Investigator POLITE (New York
e Police), interviewe of
KISMIT MARINA AND INN, Fire Island, New York.

t

[SFNeY

3zat
I

d that the MARINA does not keep a record of the boats that
he marina's boat slips. He stated further that he did not
come aware of the Flight 800 incident until Thursday morning,

ly 18, 1996,

n
(«t

D QO O @

[

[N BN e M N

[IRe)

f
Hoclorook, New York, was also interviewed at the
¥TSMIT MARINA. He stated that, on the evening of the Flight 800
:ncident, he was a passenger in a boat owned by a friend named
—Last Name Unknown) (LNU). He stated that the boat was
ng operated byﬂ husband (name unknown). He stated

t while travelllng east in Great South Bay. The boat's

rator brought to his attention an orange and red streak of

nt in the sky. He stated that he watched the streak of light
1 from the sky toward the ocean. He stated that he was unable
S exactly where it came to rest in the ocean.

tO T
(G TELE & T MY
(¢ VI

[

1 th

He stated further that his girl

AN ) Holbrook, New York, ), was also on
that she could give more information as to the
and her husband. Attempts to contact
N

orsy
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 07/24/96
07/24/96

Date of girth“
ven, New York {(NY) 11719, home telephon
was advised of the identity of
and the purpose of the interview. h
following information:

On Wednesday,

July 17, 1996,

rookhaven, NY 11719,

tated she heard a

piosicn. The explosion sounde r to an M-80

X
works. After hearing the explosion, looked in the

two (2 large objects falling to the ground. Betwee-
obijects appeared tc be a ball of fire.

of two 2} individuals who witnessed

{(telephone number and ess were
, —elephone number
~he beach with his Zather when the acciden

Lol Iaten on >7/2C,96 at Watch Hill, ‘ 5 :
.. CE3A-NY-253028 | :
Z22. Ropert Beyer, SCPD o AUG L 518%0 |
3A Daniel P. Brennan (DPB:amo) /20/96 1
. - '::il;;_;-_xif

s sesthar recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI [+ < e property of the FBUand 1s foaned 10 vour agency ;
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CLASSIFICATION: "“

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE:

X Teletype O Immediate TOP SECRET
Facsimile Xl Priority SECRET

O AIRTEL O Routine

TDJ:khb

UNCLASEFTO

|
|
% CONFIDENTIAL
Xl UNCLAS

Date 8/6/96

FM FBI NORFOLK (265A-NY-2559028) (P)
TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/

FBI NEW YORK/PRIORITY/

BT

UNCLAS

CITE: //3560:5164//
SUBJECT:

UNSUB(S) ; EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800 TWENTY MILES
SOUTHEAST OF HAMPTON, NEW YORK, JULY 17, 1996; AOT - IT - EOD.

REFERENCE NEWARK TELETYPE TO NEW YORK AND RICHMOND, JULY
26, 1996 AND RICHMOND FASCIMILE TO NORFOLK DATED

JULY 27, 1996.

FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, REFERENCED COMMUNICATION

SET FORTH INFORMATION CONCERNING A SCALLOP BOAT -

yON THE EAST MORICHES AREA THE EVENING OF JULY 1, 1996.

1- Norfclk

(-

o

265A-NY-259028-SUB CCS

RO INDEXED
(1) SERALIZLS. Flted

AUG 14 1586

Approved: (A7 /ﬁ//

77
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Original filename: é’ﬁ}KOO/ kj—.——%% | le
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Time Received:

Telprep filename: Ca roolSO. llﬁr
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“PAGE 2 FBINF 265A-NY-259028 UNCLAS

A CHECK OF THE RECORDS OF THE VIRGINIA CRIMINAL

rnrorvatIon NeTwork (vern) concerning Any [P

SEAFORD, VIRGINIA, AND ATTEMPTS TO IDENTIFY THE VESSEL'S

OWNER(S) WERE NEGATIVE.

ON JULY 29, 1996, WRITER CONTACTED—

THAT THE

S A CORPORATION WHOLLY OWNED BY HIS UNCLE,
HE FURTHER ADVISED THAT THE BOAT WAS SCHEDULED
TO RETURN TO SEAFORD IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS AND HE WOULD CONTACT
THE WRITER AS SOON AS HE RECEIVED A RETURN DATE.
ON AUGUST 1, 1996, —ADVISED THAT THE -
— WOULD RETURN TO SEAFORD ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON,
AUGUST 2, 1996, AND THE CAPTAIN AND CREW WOULD BE MADE

AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW.

ON AUGUST 2, 1996, SA THEODORE D. JONES CONTACTED THE

- — i

CAPTAIN OF THE AND HE

PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

o906
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“PAGE 3 FBINF 265A-NY-259028 UNCLAS

-ADVISED THAT HIS SCALLOP BOAT, THE-

— WAS APPROXIMATELY EIGHT MILES FROM THE SITE WHERE

THE TWA FLIGHT 800 CRASHED ON THE EVENING OF JULY 17, 1996, IN

THE EAST MORICHES, NEW YORK, AREA. -ADVISED THAT AT
APPROXIMATELY 8:30PM, HE HEARD A FAINT SOUND LIKE THE NOISE A
PLANE MAKES WHEN IT BREAKS THE SOUND BARRIER. HE LOOKED UP
AND SAW A PLANE FALLING FROM THE SKY. THE PLANE WAS IN TWO
PIECES. THE LARGER SECTION OF THE PLANE, ABOUT THREE
QUARTERS, WAS A BALL OF FIRE WITH BLACK SMOKE BILLOWING FROM
IT AND THE SMALLER PART DID NOT APPEAR TO BE ON FIRE. THE
N~ PLANE PARTS APPEARED TO BE TUMBLING, BUT BECAUSE OF THE BLACK
SMOKE, HE COULD NOT SEE THEM CLEARLY.
-FURTHER STATED THAT HE SAW TWO JET STREAMS ABOVE
THE EXPLODED AIRCRAFT AS IT WAS FALLING TOWARD THE OCEAN. HE
THEN HEARD A "MAYDAY" CALL ON HIS RADIO, VHF CHANNEL 16, THREE
TIMES AND CALLED THE COAST GUARD AND OFFERED ASSISTANCE.
-STATED HE THOUGHT THE COAST GUARD FROM SHINNECOCK
RESPONDED AND TOLD HIM TO PROCEED TO THE CRASH SITE.
-DVISED THAT AT THE TIME OF THE EXPLOSION, HE WAS

LOCATED APPROXIMATELY EIGHT MILES SOUTHEAST AT 40 DEGREES - 34

o907
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“PAGE 4 FBINF 265A-NY-259028 UNCLAS

DEGREES - 98 DEGREES NORTH AND 72 DEGREES - 24 DEGREES - 42
DEGREES WEST. HE ARRIVED AT THE CRASH SITE AT APPROXIMATELY
9:42PM AND BEGAN TO LOOK FOR SURVIVORS. AT 12:30AM, HE PICKED
UP A BODY AND ALSO FOUND AN EMERGENCY SLIDE AND A BAG
CONTAINING A VIDEO CAMERA AND PASSPORT. HE TURNED OVER
EVERYTHING HE PICKED UP TO THE COAST GUARD.

-FURTHER ADVISED THAT HE DEPARTED AT 6:48AM ON

JULY 18, 1996. WRECKAGE WAS BURNING IN THE WATER WHEN HE

seaxveo o oeeereo. (R

BEEN EMPLOYED ON THE —SINCE APRIL 30, 1996.

-CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT TWO OF THE MEMBERS OF HIS

CREW WERE AWAKE WHEN THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED AND MADE THEM

AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW.

407

T

ADVISED THAT HE WAS LObKING UP AT THE SKY A FEW MOMENTS BEFORE

THE EXPLOSION AND SAW A PLANE GO PAST THEM. APPROXIMATELY TEN
MINUTES LATER, HE HAD GONE BACK TO WORK AND HE HEARD A NOISE

WHICH WAS SIMILAR TO A SONIC BOOM. SHORTLY THEREAFTER,-

o908
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“PAGE 5 FBINF 265A-NY-259028 UNCLAS

(SHIP'S CAPTAIN) CALLED OUT AND SAID THAT A PLANE BLEW UP.
- STATED THAT HE DID NOT SEE THE EXPLOSION AS HE WAS NOT
ON DECK AND WHEN HE LOOKED OUT, HE SAW SMOKE AND TWO JET

STREAMS ABOVE THE SMOKE.

HARKEES

ISLAND, NC. HE HAS BEEN EMPLOYED SINCE APRIL, 1996, ON THE

N

ADVISED HE WAS ON DECK A FEW MINUTES BEFORE THE EXPLOSION AND

3

N SAW TWO PLANES FLY OVERHEAD IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS. HE STATED
HE SAW NCTHING UNUSUAL AS THEY WERE NOT NEAR EACH OTHER. HE
ADVISED HE WENT BACK TO WORK FOR ABOUT FIVE TO TEN MINUTES
THEN HEARD AN EXPLOSION WHICH HE ASSUMED WAS A SONIC BOOM.
-ADVISED THAT HE STUCK HIS HEAD OUT OF THE WINDOW IN
CURIOSITY AND SAW ONE PIECE OF THE PLANE (WHICH APPEARED TO BE
THE TAIL) BURNING AND GIVING OUT BLACK SMOKE. -ADVISED
THAT THE MAIN PART OF THE PLANE HAD APPARENTLY ALREADY HIT THE

WATER WHEN HE LOOKED OUT.

o903
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“PAGE 6 FBINF 265A-NY-259028 UNCLAS
-FURTHER ADVISED THAT HE SAW TWO JET STREAMS ABOVE
THE SMOKE WHICH WERE COMING FROM THE PLANE THAT HAD EXPLODED.
-ALSO ADVISED THAT WHEN THE PLANE PASSED OVERHEAD BEFORE
THE EXPLOSION, HE REMEMBERED SEEING ANOTHER PLANE GOING IN THE
OPPOSITE DIRECTION; HOWEVER, THE TWO PLANES DID NOT PASS NEAR

EACH OTHER.

emproveED oN THE (s e Arrin, 1996.

NO OTHER CREW MEMBERS WERE AWAKE WHEN THE INCIDENT

OCZURRED. THE AFOREMENTIONED INDIVIDUALS WERE ASKED IF THEY
SAW ANYTHING STRANGE IN THE SKY BEFOREHAND; SPECIFICALLY,
SOMETHING THAT COULD BE CONSTRUED AS A MISSILE WHICH HAS BEEN
REPORTED IN THE MEDIA. ALL ADVISED THAT THEY SAW NOTHING OF
THIS NATURE.

THE ABOVE SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU AND
NYOC. THIS MATTER IS CONSIDERED COMPLETED AT NORFOLK.

BT

109
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REFERENCE NEWARK TELETYPE TO NEW YORK AND RICHMOND, JULY

26, 1996 AND RICHMOND FASCIMILE TO NORFOLK DATED

S

JULY 27, 1996.

3 FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, REFERENCED COMMUNICATION

% SET FORTH INFORMATION CONCERNING A SCALLOP BOAT _

.:Z MSEAFORD, VIRGINIA, WHICH WAS

> V®N THE EAST MORICHES AREA THE EVENING OF JULY 1, 1996. -
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“PAGE 2 FBINF 265A-NY-259028 UNCLAS

A CHECK OF THE RECORDS OF THE VIRGINIA CRIMINAL

INFORMATION NETWORK (VCIN) CONCERNING ANY—IN

SEAFORD, VIRGINIA, AND ATTEMPTS TO IDENTIFY THE VESSEL'S
OWNER (S) WERE NEGATIVE.

on gury 29, 1996, wrrter contacteD |

writer was apvisep oy (D

THAT THE

1S A CORPORATION WHOLLY OWNED BY HIS UNCLE,
- HE FURTHER ADVISED THAT THE BOAT WAS SCHEDULED
TO RETURN TO SEAFORD IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS AND HE WOULD CONTACT

THE WRITER AS SOON AS HE RECEIVED A RETURN DATE.

on avcusT 1, 1996, (S R:ov:seo tiar e [N

_ WOULD RETURN TO SEAFORD ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON,

AUGUST 2, 1996, AND THE CAPTAIN AND CREW WOULD BE MADE
AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW.

ON AUGUST 2, 1996, SA THEODORE D. JONES CONTACTED THE

CAPTAIN OF THE AND HE

PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

0906
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-ADVISED THAT HIS SCALLOP BOAT, THE_

- WAS APPROXIMATELY EIGHT MILES FROM THE SITE WHERE
THE TWA FLIGHT 800 CRASHED ON THE EVENING OF JULY 17, 1996, IN
THE EAST MORICHES, NEW YORK, AREA. JPAovisep Tuat at
APPROXIMATELY 8:30PM, HE HEARD A FAINT SOUND LIKE THE NOISE A
PLANE MAKES WHEN IT BREAKS THE SOUND BARRIER. HE LOOKED UP
AND SAW A PLANE FALLING FROM THE SKY. THE PLANE WAS IN TWO
PIECES. THE LARGER SECTION OF THE PLANE, ABOUT THREE
QUARTERS, WAS A BALL OF FIRE WITH BLACK SMOKE BILLOWING FROM
IT AND THE SMALLER PART DID NOT APPEAR TO BE ON FIRE. THE
N PLANE PARTS APPEARED TO BE TUMBLING, BUT BECAUSE OF THE BLACK
SMOKE, HE COULD NOT SEE THEM CLEARLY.
S rURTHER STATED THAT HE SAW TWO JET STREAMS ABOVE
THE EXPLODED AIRCRAFT AS IT WAS FALLING TOWARD THE OCEAN. HE
THEN HEARD A "MAYDAY" CALL ON HIS RADIO, VHF CHANNEL 16, THREE
TIMES AND CALLED THE COAST GUARD AND OFFERED ASSISTANCE.
-STATED HE THOUGHT THE COAST GUARD FROM SHINNECOCK
RESPONDED AND TOLD HIM TO PROCEED TO THE CRASH SITE.
-.DVISED THAT AT THE TIME OF THE EXPLOSION, HE WAS

LOCATED APPROXIMATELY EIGHT MILES SOUTHEAST AT 40 DEGREES - 34

o%p7
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DEGREES - 98 DEGREES NORTH AND 72 DEGREES - 24 DEGREES - 42
DEGREES WEST. HE ARRIVED AT THE CRASH SITE AT APPROXIMATELY
9:42PM AND BEGAN TO LOOK FOR SURVIVORS. AT 12:30AM, HE PICKED
UP A BODY AND ALSO FOUND AN EMERGENCY SLIDE AND A BAG
CONTAINING A VIDEO CAMERA AND PASSPORT. HE TURNED OVER
EVERYTHING HE PICKED UP TO THE COAST GUARD.

-FURTHER ADVISED THAT HE DEPARTED AT 6:48AM ON

JULY 18, 199s6. WRECKAGE WAS BURNING IN THE WATER WHEN HE

ssssveo o oeencren. (R

BEEN EMPLOYED ON THE —SINCE APRIL 230, 1996.

-CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT TWO OF THE MEMBERS OF HIS

CREW WERE AWAKE WHEN THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED AND MADE THEM

AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW.

401

~

ADVISED THAT HE WAS LC:)CKING UP AT THE SKY A FEW MOMENTS BEFORE

THE EXPLOSION AND SAW A PLANE GO PAST THEM. APPROXIMATELY TEN
MINUTES LATER, HE HAD GONE BACK TO WORK AND HE HEARD A NOISE

WHICH WAS SIMILAR TO A SONIC BOOM. SHORTLY THEREAFTER,-

o908
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(SHIP'S CAPTAIN) CALLED OUT AND SAID THAT A PLANE BLEW UP.

- STATED THAT HE DID NOT SEE THE EXPLOSION AS HE WAS NOT

ON DECK AND WHEN HE LOOKED OUT, HE SAW SMOKE AND TWO JET

STREAMS ABOVE THE SMOKE.

HARKEES

ISLAND, NC. HE HAS BEEN EMPLOYED SINCE APRIL, 1996, ON THE

ADVISED HE WAS ON DECK A FEW MINUTES BEFORE THE EXPLOSION AND

N> SAW TWO PLANES FLY OVERHEAD IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS. HE STATED
HE SAW NCTHING UNUSUAL AS THEY WERE NOT NEAR EACH OTHER. HE
ADVISED HE WENT BACK TO WORK FOR ABOUT FIVE TO TEN MINUTES
THEN HEARD AN EXPLOSION WHICH HE ASSUMED WAS A SONIC BOCM.
_ADVISED THAT HE STUCK HIS HEAD OUT OF THE WINDOW IN
CURIOSITY AND SAW ONE PIECE OF THE PLANE (WHICH APPEARED TO BE
THE TAIL) BURNING AND GIVING OUT BLACK SMOKE. -ADVISED
THAT THE MAIN PART OF THE PLANE HAD APPARENTLY ALREADY HIT THE

WATER WHEN HE LOOKED OUT.

o709
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-FURTHER ADVISED THAT HE SAW TWO JET STREAMS ABOVE
THE SMOKE WHICH WERE COMING FROM THE PLANE THAT HAD EXPLODED.
-ALSO ADVISED THAT WHEN THE PLANE PASSED OVERHEAD BEFORE
THE EXPLOSION, HE REMEMBERED SEEING ANOTHER PLANE GOING IN THE
OPPOSITE DIRECTION; HOWEVER, THE TWO PLANES DID NOT PASS NEAR

EACH OTHER.

NO OTHER CREW MEMBERS WERE AWAKE WHEN THE INCIDENT

OCZURRED. THE AFOREMENTIONED INDIVIDUALS WERE ASKED IF THEY
SAW ANYTHING STRANGE IN THE SKY BEFOREHAND; SPECIFICALLY,
SOMETHING THAT COULD BE CONSTRUED AS A MISSILE WHICH HAS BEEN
REPORTED IN THE MEDIA. ALL ADVISED THAT THEY SAW NOTHING OF
THIS NATURE.

THE ABOVE SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU AND
NYO. THIS MATTER IS CONSIDERED COMPLETED AT NORFOLK.

BT

Log
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A CHECK OF THE RECORDS OF THE VIRGINIA CRIMINAL

INFORMATION NETWORK (VCIN) CONCERNING ANY—IN

SEAFORD, VIRGINIA, AND ATTEMPTS TO IDENTIFY THE VESSEL'S
OWNER (S) WERE NEGATIVE.

ON JULY 29, 1996, WRITER CONTACTED—

THAT THE
IS A CORPORATION WHOLLY OWNED BY HIS UNCLE

- HE FURTHER ADVISED THAT THE BOAT WAS SCHEDULED

TO RETURN TO SEAFORD IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS AND HE WOULD CONTACT

NG

THE WRITER AS SOON AS HE RECEIVED A RETURN DATE.

on avcusT 1, 1996, (R ov:seo TuaT THE -

_ WOULD RETURN TO SEAFORD ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON,

AUGUST 2, 1996, AND THE CAPTAIN AND CREW WOULD BE MADE
AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW.

ON AUGUST 2, 1996, SA THEODORE D. JONES CONTACTED THE

PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

o90¢
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-ADVISED THAT HIS SCALLOP BOAT, THE-

— WAS APPROXIMATELY EIGHT MILES FROM THE SITE WHERE

THE TWA FLIGHT 800 CRASHED ON THE EVENING OF JULY 17, 1996, IN

THE EAST MORICHES, NEW YORK, AREA. [Paovisep twar at
APPROXIMATELY 8:30PM, HE HEARD A FAINT SOUND LIKE THE NOISE A
PLANE MAKES WHEN IT BREAKS THE SOUND BARRIER. HE LOOKED UP
AND SAW A PLANE FALLING FROM THE SKY. THE PLANE WAS IN TWO
PIECES. THE LARGER SECTION OF THE PLANE, ABOUT THREE
QUARTERS, WAS A BALL OF FIRE WITH BLACK SMOKE BILLOWING FROM
IT AND THE SMALLER PART DID NOT APPEAR TO BE ON FIRE. THE
PLANE PARTS APPEARED TO BE TUMBLING, BUT BECAUSE OF THE BLACK
SMOKE, HE COULD NOT SEE THEM CLEARLY.

S :URTHER STATED THAT HE SAW TWO JET STREAMS ABOVE
THE EXPLODED AIRCRAFT AS IT WAS FALLING TOWARD THE OCEAN. HE
THEN HEARD A "MAYDAY" CALL ON HIS RADIO, VHF CHANNEL 16, THREE

TIMES AND CALLED THE COAST GUARD AND OFFERED ASSISTANCE.

-STATED HE THOUGHT THE COAST GUARD FROM SHINNECOCK

RESPONDED AND TOLD HIM TO PROCEED TO THE CRASH SITE.

-\DVISED THAT AT THE TIME OF THE EXPLOSION, HE WAS

LOCATED APPROXIMATELY EIGHT MILES SOUTHEAST AT 40 DEGREES - 34
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DEGREES - 98 DEGREES NORTH AND 72 DEGREES - 24 DEGREES - 42
DEGREES WEST. HE ARRIVED AT THE CRASH SITE AT APPROXIMATELY
9:42PM AND BEGAN TO LOOK FOR SURVIVORS. AT 12:30AM, HE PICKED
UP A BODY AND ALSO FOUND AN EMERGENCY SLIDE AND A BAG
CONTAINING A VIDEO CAMERA AND PASSPORT. HE TURNED OVER
EVERYTHING HE PICKED UP TO THE COAST GUARD.

-FURTHER ADVISED THAT HE DEPARTED AT 6:48AM ON

JULY 18, 1996. WRECKAGE WAS BURNING IN THE WATER WHEN HE

wsazves am ozenceeo. [

BEEN EMPLOYED ON THE —SINCE APRIL 30, 1996.

-CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT TWO OF THE MEMBERS OF HIS

CREW WERE AWAKE WHEN THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED AND MADE THEM
AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW.

01 ——

ADVISED THAT HE WAS LObKING UP AT THE SKY A FEW MOMENTS BEFORE

N

THE EXPLOSION AND SAW A PLANE GO PAST THEM. APPROXIMATELY TEN

MINUTES LATER, HE HAD GONE BACK TO WORK AND HE HEARD A NOISE

WHICH WAS SIMILAR TO A SONIC BOOM. SHORTLY THEREAFTER,-

o%of
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(SHIP'S CAPTAIN) CALLED OUT AND SAID THAT A PLANE BLEW UP.

- STATED THAT HE DID NOT SEE THE EXPLOSION AS HE WAS NOT

ON DECK AND WHEN HE LOOKED OUT, HE SAW SMOKE AND TWO JET

STREAMS ABOVE THE SMOKE.

e ——

ISLAND, NC. HE HAS BEEN EMPLOYED SINCE APRIL, 1996, ON THE

.

ADVISED HE WAS ON DECK A FEW MINUTES BEFORE THE EXPLOSION AND

N SAW TWO PLANES FLY OVERHEAD IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS. HE STATED
HE SAW NCTHING UNUSUAL AS THEY WERE NOT NEAR EACH OTHER. HE
ADVISED HE WENT BACK TO WORK FOR ABOUT FIVE TO TEN MINUTES
THEN HEARD AN EXPLOSION WHICH HE ASSUMED WAS A SONIC BOOM.
_ADVISED THAT HE STUCK HIS HEAD OUT OF THE WINDOW IN
CURIOSITY AND SAW ONE PIECE OF THE PLANE (WHICH APPEARED TO BE
THE TAIL) BURNING AND GIVING OUT BLACK SMOKE. -ADVISED
THAT THE MAIN PART OF THE PLANE HAD APPARENTLY ALREADY HIT THE

WATER WHEN HE LOOKED OUT.
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- FURTHER ADVISED THAT HE SAW TWO JET STREAMS ABOVE
THE SMOKE WHICH WERE COMING FROM THE PLANE THAT HAD EXPLODED. uo%
-ALSO ADVISED THAT WHEN THE PLANE PASSED OVERHEAD BEFORE
THE EXPLOSION, HE REMEMBERED SEEING ANOTHER PLANE GOING IN THE

OPPOSITE DIRECTION; HOWEVER, THE TWO PLANES DID NOT PASS NEAR

EACH OTHER.

empLovED oN THE (s xcE APrIL, 1996.

NO OTHER CREW MEMBERS WERE AWAKE WHEN THE INCIDENT

OCTURRED. THE AFOREMENTIONED INDIVIDUALS WERE ASKED IF THEY
SAW ANYTHING STRANGE IN THE SKY BEFOREHAND; SPECIFICALLY,
SOMETHING THAT COULD BE CONSTRUED AS A MISSILE WHICH HAS BEEN
REPORTED IN THE MEDIA. ALL ADVISED THAT THEY SAW NOTHING OF
THIS NATURE.

THE ABOVE SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU AND

NYO. THIS MATTER IS CONSIDERED COMPLETED AT NORFOLK.
BT



nnnoLs




nanaolh
FD-302 1Rev. 3-10-82) .

-1 -

N FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 07/25/96

20, 1906 , (D o-c-
was interviewed at his home
encer Moriches, New York, telephone number

After being advised of the identities of the 1intervi
and the nature of the interview, provided the following
information:

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:00 PM,q his
wife, and a friend were walking near the top of the dunes a
Great Gun, Fire Island National Seashore, Long Island, New York,
and he saw three boats in the Atlantic Ocean, which was to his
south. Two boats were to his left, in a south easterly
direction, both of which were near the limit of his vision. The
third boat was tm right, in a south westerly direction,
approximately fift from the shore line. #also
cbserved three boys surfing west of the third b

At some point between approximately 8:30 PM to 8:45 PM,
naving moved to e bay side of Great Gun and seated in his
moored boat, *bserved a flaming object to his right
fallirg from e sky. The object separated into two burning
sections shortly before he lost sight of them behind the dunes.

\ provided the following details of the boat that
was fifty yards from shore:

Length: Approximately 21 feet
Style: Center Console
Color: White
Occupants: Three adult males with fishing poles

Heading: Westerly, underway not making way

265A-NY-259028-SUE (7 .

Investigation on 07/20/96 a Center Moriches, New York

N /f'\l é;J;
File # 265A‘NY'259028 {\/ .
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Date of transcription 1/30/97

On January 30, 1997,
, was interviewed at his home,
Moriches, New York. After being advised of the 1ident

ity of the
interviewing agents and the purpose of the interview,h
provided the following information:

On July 17, 1996, —and his wife
son ig daughter-in-law and a
friend, of Center Moriches, NY, were standing near
the dock in Great Gun Beach, NY at approximately 8:30 p.m.

stated he saw what he thought was fireworks on the
horizon. advised that he saw a grey streak in the sky
ascending and then explode. The streak then started to descend
and was followed by two more explosions. stated that he
observed an object directly beneath the fireball. advised
that he did not identify the object as part of an aircraft.

returned to the marina and thenijlJ and his
son boarded

(LNU) 's boat, and departed for
the crash site. advised that they arrived at the crash
site at approximately 9:30 pm. first observed an
inflatable evacuation slide floating in the water. stated
that they spent approximately three hours in the flame area and
were unable to located any survivors or victims. advised
that they then sailed west from the area of flames and came upon
another debris area. In this second area, they found three
victims. The first victim was a heavy, white male who they
grabbed onto with fishing equipment and transported to a Coast
Guard boat. The second and third victims were females
approximately twent ears old who were floating, still strapped
in their seats. stated that his group transported the
females to a Coast Guard boat.

, Center

his

stated that there were numerous body parts
floating in the water but that his group elected not to retrieve
any of these floating body parts. stated that none of the
victims were wearing life vests. advised that he observed
a number of life vests with operating locator beacons floating in
water.

Inv :stigation on 1/30/97 at Center Moriches, New York

File #

by

265-NY-259028 - CC- 359

SA Jennifer A. Leonard
SA Scott G. Metcalf Date dictated  2/2/97
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stated that he does t ytiliz i rnet.
does not know r
dvi that he has never had any

The following background information was obtained
through interview and observation:

e, oI
SEX: ale

contact wi

DATE OF BIRTH:

PLACE OF BIRTH: Patchogue ew York
ADDRESS:
enter Morjiches, New York

TELEPHONE :
OCCUPATION: chool Bus Driver
, Center Moriches, New York
N

/481
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was interviewed at his home,

" g,
, New York. Also present during

o
wife,
1dentities of

interview,

LA

’ On July 17, 1996,
their son, ere at Great Gun Beach on the North/Bay
side of Barrier Islan clear chilly night and the sun

had not yet set. The ﬂ; finished eating dinner. They
brought their own food because there are no restaurants at Great
Gun Beach and the area is only accessible by water or ATV four-
wheel vehicles. Some of the dunes at the Beach are thirty feet

high. I ddition, there is no electricity on Barrij and.
The me to via their boat
ol IWM

\h// Th other people Beach that night
including, and his wif . At approximately
8:20 p.m.% ere standing on the

dock loocking out when
to see fireworks.j
streak/line ascendin

stated, “Watch this, we're going

then saw a light grayish

over the ocean. The streak
was southeast fro location, and it was moving
from east to west at a five degree, almost vertical angle. The
streak was fine, like a pencil line, and moved for two seconds.

% The line itself did not grow, but remained the same length. The
line then disappeared, “like it stopped in midair for a second.”

U then observed a bright white light in the
sky in the area where the streak had disappeared. The light
appeared one second after the streak disappeared. *%‘1
stated that the light appeared at a thirty degree angle ve the
horizon, an@ﬂstated that the light appeared at a
forty-five degree angle above the horizon. The light was round
and it began to slowly descend toward the ground for two to three

seconds.
Then, the ball of light became slightly smaller and
instantly turned bright orange in color. b"m
Invesﬁgationon 8/18/97 a Center Moriches, New York

[
— File # 265A-NY-2590284@£,“ 1065— Dacdictaed _8/20/97

SA CHRISTINA GUST and -
bty SA STEVEN A. BONGARDT (CG:cq) : ok
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o G
visualized the event in five seconds.

o977

attributed the change in color to a second explosion. At arm's
length, the second explosion appeared to be the size of a
quarter, and it remained that size. At the same time that the
ball changed to bright orange, the ball instantaneously broke
into two separate pieces. One of the pieces broke off and
descended from left to right round. The section to
the east was all on fire MWcould see the flames and
observed a black color under the flames. The section to the west
had no fire. The distance between where the east and west
sections fell appeared to ix inches apart at arm's length.
(During the interview‘!"‘*utilized a standard ruler to
determine measurements 1n inches.) The ball separated into the
two sections when it had descended one quarter of the distance to
the horizon.

404 —began observing the streak two to three
se prior to seeing the initial white light/ball. The
ever heard an explosion.HA stated that the

wind that night was southwest at seven to eight knots, therefore,
people in the east may have heard explosions. A
further advised that the speed at which the streak ascended was

two to three times faster than the speed at which the ball of
white light descendedI When the streakr did not explode like

fireworks, the then believed that the streak was a flare.
They never saw the plane ™ u0d|(0]

Yyoq vised that the entire event lasted for
ten seconds .j believed that the event lasted five
seconds. When time Y interviewing Agent BONGARD

visualized the event in twenty seconds and W

After the event, “listened to the
Emergency Coast Guard Station and heard that a plane may have
crashe“ean. The — then returned home in their
boat,

After returning home, and a
third individual toock another boat
to the crash site.

lives in Ronkonkoma,

They went to the eastern debris field to see if there
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were any survivors. When they arrived in the eastern debris
field, there were many unused life jackets floating in the water.
The jackets were not inflated, but had little 1lit flashlights on
the shoulders. These lights could be seen through the fifteen to
twenty foot hea round haze which was over the water that
night. The ﬂremained there for three hours looking for
survivors. 44 /601

Luﬂmstated that he could also see flames on
the water rough the haze.
4

When Freturned home in the early morning
on July 18, 199e, ere was a news crew waiting for him at his
house.

llow1ng is descriptive information for

\\/ -

- The following is descriptive information for

The following is descriptive information f -
2nd R
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Date of transcription 07/23/96

_ ) entity of the writer .
and the purpos he interview. Special Agent LAUREN GRANAT of
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (BATF), was also
present for the interview.

”Jas at MORICHES YACHT CLUB, sitting on the
easterly side of the club overlooking the water when she saw a
bright object in the sky. _

Heaw a small black and orange object in the sky.
A few seconds later she saw the object explode. As the object

was descending, the object broke into two (2) large pieces as it
fell to the water.

P id not see the object land. The .object fell
beh1nd the dunes. B

?S&ld the entire event was very vivid but was
over in abou wenty (20) - seconds. E ,

S <-i: her husband, —W‘s also a

witness but told her he saw the plane traveling in a horizontal
position before falling and exploding.

Psald she was looking over the Fire Island Inlet
area when she saw the plane. _ : :

A

: ﬁwkf - : . — ..
s Investigation on 07j22/96 - ’~.'\' j E'as:t Morlehes, Ney York 7 {» Tﬁ:_ Cb
©Files_265A- NY 259028 o S T

' 7 T . : AR
by SA Frederlck R. SChmled, /[Z’ S - Date dictated 07/22/96
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) —and mas interviewed by
Detective STEPHEN JENSEN and Detective POWELL of the .
Suffolk County Police Department. The interview was conducted on o

July 20, 1996.

In furtherance of Trans World Airline (TWA) Flight 800
crash, the listed witnesses were interviewed by Detective JENSEN
number 934, and Detective POWELL, number 83S: i

- Shirley, New York 11967,
LT

An interview of was co on
Jul 96 at 1536 hours at residence.
and related that on July 17, 1996, at about 2045 hours,

they were at the Moriches Inlet, south shore of Long Island,
facing south to southeast.
i

s H *and- observed a reddish glowing flare

streak skywar rom due east but could not tell if it was from
land or water. Flare was tight, corkscrew shaped with an even
but fast speed. They did not see what flare struck, but it
exploded in air into a large orange fireball. Two large flaming
chunks of debris fell from the fireball. Both report hearing a
deep thunderous rumble during the explosion. Both saw fire on
the water.a distance of maybe seven (7) miles away. They also
recall a light, low flying, single engine plane with a maroon
stripe low to the beach about fifteen (15) minutes prior to flare
and explosion incident. They heard the actual news of a plane
crash on a radio while en route to home.

| 285A-NY-259028
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_ and as interviewed by
De&tective STEPHEN NSEN and Detective POWELL of the

Suffolk County Police Department. The interview was conducted on
July 20, 1996.

In furtherance of Trans World Airline (TWA) Flight 800
crash, the listed witnesses were interviewed by Detective JENSEN,
number 934, and Detective POWELL, number 835: et

e
7

- Shirley, New York 11967,
’ui.§ " B

An interview of was co on
Jul 96 at 1536 hours at residence.
and related that on July 17, 1996, at about 2045 hours,

they were at the Moriches Inlet, south shore of Long Island,
facing south to southeast.
U9

H and- observed a reddish glowing flare
streak skyward from due east but could not tell if it was from
land or water. Flare was tight, corkscrew shaped with an even
but fast speed. They did not see what flare struck, but it
exploded in air into a large orange fireball. Two large flaming
chunks of debris fell from the fireball. Both report hearing a
deep thunderous rumble during the explosion. Both saw fire on
the water.a distance of maybe seven (7) miles away. They also
recall a light, low flying, single engine plane with a maroon
stripe low to the beach about fifteen (15) minutes prior to flare
and explosion incident. They heard the actual news of a plane
crash on a radio while en route to home.
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Date of transcription 7/22/96

On July 19, 199
manorville, ew York,
interviewed by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of

Investigation (FBI). They provided the following information:

. Oon July 17 were on the deck of
the Mannorville, New York, when they
saw a light goling across the sky. This object then dropped from

the sky and exploded. They thought it was a plane. This object
was going fast-#stated the angle caught her
eye and watched it explode into flames. They heard no sound.

They saw stream of flames come down.

e -
\"/ Investigation on 7/19/96 an Manorvillemeﬂ"f\{prk LT
VAV ALR R
Fies 265A-NY-259028 ‘ . e
SA PAUL D. VALENTINE; . I ISR
by SA NICK J. PINDULIC/MAM ' Dacdicmed 7/19/96

/o790 This docnment contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of iranscription 7/22/96

Oon July 19, 199
manorville , New York, ere
interviewed by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of

Investigation (FBI). They provided the following information:

, Oon July 17 were on the deck of
Mannorville, New York, when they
saw a light going across the sky. This object then dropped from

the

the sky and exploded. They thought it was a plane. This object
was going fast.#stated the angle caught her
eye and watched it explode into flames. They heard no sound.

They saw stream of flames come down.

. 357
_ . 330
~ investigation on 7/19/9¢€ at Manorvilleme_ ork o L jl‘:‘
- >\ | T
File # 265A"NY'259028 i . A PR s e o« s
SA PAUL D. VALENTINE; . e R
by SA NICK J. PINDULIC/MAM 1 Date dicated 7/19/96
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T ached Police report is the report of interview
of by Detectives EDWARD MLODYNIA and JOHN KEARY
of e New York State Police Department. ‘

[

East Moriches,

) stated she was upstairs in n¢ e .. A
watching television. About 8:10 pm, her brother, ygei7f“ﬁ’,,ﬁ
was also in the room looking out the window which faces Gunn Hill

of Smith Point Park. He told me to come over and look at the
firework which went off. She claimed she saw a 8 arkl i go

up into the sky and did not see anything else. Ho
age 7, same address, said he saw a sparkly thing go up and then a
bigger sparkly thiggﬂcome down. He thought it was a "red

sparkly" firework.
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T ached Police report is the report of interview s
by Detectives EDWARD MLODYNIA and JOHN KEARY PR
€ New York State Police Department. L

East Moriches, New .

stated she was upstairs in the house
watching television. About 8:10 pm, her brother, age 7f“¢
was also in the room looking out the window which faces Gunn Hill

of Smith Point Park. He told me to come over and look at the
firework which went off. She claimed she saw a sparkly thi

=

of
of

~

. go
up into the sky and did not see anything else. 4o

age 7, same address, said he saw a sparkly thing go up and then a
bigger sparkly thigg_come down. He thought it was a "red
sparkly" firework.®
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On July 18, 1996, the following investigation was
conducted by Special Agent PAUL T. PALUMBO of the New York Office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation:

The following individuals were interviewed pursuant to
an investigative vehicle checkpoint conducted at the .
intersection of Dune Road and Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, Wew
York. Each individual was queried as to any observations they

‘may have had concerning the crash of TWA Flight 800 on the

previous evening. In each instance, these individuals related
only hearing explosions and /or visual observations of the
aftermath or descenj..of firery wreckage.
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On July 18, 1996, the following investigation was
conducted by Special Agent PAUL T. PALUMBO of the New York Office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation:

The following individuals were interviewed pursuant to
an investigative vehicle checkpoint conducted at the
intersection of Dune Road and Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, New
York. Each individual was queried as to any observations they

‘may have had concerning the crash of TWA Flight 800 on the

previous evening. In each instance, these individuals related
only hearing explosions and /or visual observations of the
aftermath or descenj..of firery wreckage.

V.

W -
S

Remsenbu New York

19

2654-1v1 -203028-SUB:.

dai

SRAHEY 4 AT |
RS ol A ]




eanot|




N

/F

e """ = un
\$
) 419

265A-NY-259028
PTP:dp

On July 18, 1996, the following investigation was
conducted by Special Agent PAUL T. PALUMBO of the New York Office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation:

The following individuals were interviewed pursuant to
an investigative vehicle checkpoint conducted at the
intersection of Dune Road and Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, New
York. Each individual was queried as to any observations they

‘may have had concerning the crash of TWA Flight 800 on the

previous evening. 1In each instance, these individuals related
only hearing explosions and /or visual observations of the
aftermath or descenj..of -firery wreckage.
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Oon July 28, 1996, the following information was
obtained by Special Agents CHARLES J. RUSSELL; GREGORY A. COLEMAN
and PAUL D. VALENTINE:

430, U\

J96. At the time of the airline crash, the §
at thelr residence in East Moriches, NY. They did not ¥
anything, but heard a loud thunderous noise.

mp
, advised that his store closed around 7:

>'4
1996. ‘Hld not hear or see anything regarding the’
TRANS D AIRLINES crash.
'f-
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On July 28, 1996, the following information was

obtained by Special Agents CHARLES J. RUSSELL; GREGORY A. COLEMAN
and PAUL D. VALENTINE:

430, U\

p , New Yor ¢
vised that their stores closed around
P 6. At the time of the airline crash, the

at their residence in East Moriches, NY. They did not see:
anything, but heard a loud thunderous noise. -

esthampton Beach, NY,

, advise at his store closed around 7: on July .

1996. id not hear or see anything regarding the
TRANS Al NES crash.
pard
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 8/12/96

On July 25, 1996, Special Agents LAUREN
Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and ¥ 13 [MOTH)

GRANAT of .t
UZON - ARG 5

Lindenhurst, New York (NY).

422 1?5 rhe ?advised that on July 17, 1996, at Kismet
Park, while proceeding on foot south on Borma Road, at
approximately 8:30 - 8:40 pm, they observed a low flying
airplane. The airplfifie was approximately 25 feet above the

ground. It was observed flying erratically, with the wings
dipping from_side to side.

L‘%’*st:ated that it was a fixed wing airplane,
possibly grey in color, with landing gear down. They lost sight
/ of the airplane behind the house line and approximately after one
minute pasa%they observed an orange glow in the sky.

SERIAL e |

" NOV 121996

vinmumm oa 7/25/96 at Lindenhurst, New York

File # 265A~NY~-259028 A, .
SAs TIMOTHY LAUZON7 DAVID P. MARZILIANO/ [}‘7 .
by & LAUREN GRANAT/ATF/LG/pan Date dictated 7/25/96

/7767 . .
This documeat contains neither recommendations aor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI sad is losned
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Date of transcription 8/12/96

Oon July 25, 1996, Special Agents LAUREN GRANA‘I’ ot the

Lindenhurst, New York (NY).

432 170 me Eadvised that on July 17, 1996, at Kismet
) o

Park, while p ng on foot south on Borma Road, at
approximately 8:30 - 340 pm, they observed a low flying
airplane. The airplﬁe was approximately 25 feet above the
ground. It was observed flying orratically, with the wings
dipping from_side to side.

l*"’m’qatatmd that it was a fixed wing airplane, i
possibly grey in color, with landing gear down. They lost sight
NG of the airplane behind the house line and approximately after one

minute pas:‘%they observed an orange glow in the sky.

SEARCHED INDEXED
SERIALY, FUED —]
A ———

“Novizwmes [ AY

\__“Investigatiocaon 7/25/96 at Lindenhurst, New York

File #_265A-NY-259028 1,

SAs TIMOTHY LAUZON/DAVID P. MARZ ILIANO/ [ 717
by & LAUREN GRANAT/ATF/LG/pan Date dictated 7 /25/96
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On Wednesday, July 23, 1996, while conducting
interviews at Smithpoint Park, New York, Detective BDHARD

Y,
who related the following'

Oon Wednesday evening, July 17, 1996, no specific time
given, he was drivin utheast on Horseblock Road, Medford,
New York, crossi 1l essway overpass. He was
with a friend, observed an airplane in
the sky and-seconds after, observed an explosion. Fire, flames,
and smoke descended from the sky. At first, he could not hell‘ve
it was the airplane that exploded and thought it possible to be
@QUCCI fireworks. Later at home, the television announcement of
the TWA crash confirmed to him that it was the plane that ‘
exploded.

: . 1996, Detective HOFFMAN contacted .
C, New York, ;

the following:

Oon ﬁednesday, July 17, 199 approximately ¢
8:30 p.m., he was a passenger in th ehicle. They were
on Horseblock Road, approaching Montauk Highway. He observed
an airplane off iI iie distance. Seconds later, stated,

"ILook at that." looked up an saw a ball of fire
from the sky in two pieces. This occurred at a location
southeast of their location on Horseblock Road.

265A-NY- 28-SUB — o
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On Wednesday, July 23, 1996, while conducting
interviews at Smithpoint Park, New York, Detective EDWARD

riley

, New Yor
related the f

ollowing:

On Wednesday evening, July 17, 1996, no specific time e

given, he was drivin utheast on Horseblock Road, Medford, o
New York, crossi 1 essway overpass. He was
with a friend, observed an airplane in
the sky and-seconds after, observed an explosion. Fire, flames,

HQL* and smoke descended from the sky. At first, he could not believe
it was the airplane that exploded and thought it possible to be
@QUCCI fireworks. Later at home, the television announcement of

“__ the TWA crash confirmed to him that it was the plane that
exploded.

: 1996, Detective HOFFMAN contacted '
c, New York, Gaae

the following:

Oon Wednesday, July 17, 199 approximately ¢ Bl
8:30 p.m., he was a passenger in th%chiclo. They were
on Horseblock Road, approaching Montauk Highway. He had observed s
(_% an airplane off i e distance. Seconds later, Hltatod,
"Look at that." looked up an saw a ball of fire descend
from the sky in two pleces. This occurred at a location
southeast of their location on Horseblock Road.
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New York,
residence of his friend at OUC
on July 24, 1996. After being ad d o den
interviewing agent and detective and the nature ot thct
rovided the following information:

as wi
7, 1996 at approximately 8:30"
at the Surf Club of Quogue, which is off of:
and is located just opposite his friend’s residence.
remarked that id what is that a flare®, at whig
saw a red objec e horizontally for botwoon 5 to 10 ‘
He stated that it "Looked like the light on the end of an ':
\ airplane wing." and that he then saw two separate firebal
~—  then saw a big cloud of smoke that was followed by three qu!.ck R
booms. A helicopter in the area then responded to this area.’

Investigation oa _ 07/24/96 at ___Quogue, New York

File # 265A-NY-259028 LEAD 2/77

by SA Benny Lamanna/MAM DET Brian R. McNeiloatsdictatd 07/25/96:
/209 -~
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 07/20/96

On July 18, 1996, at about 4:15PM, Sergeant Fred DeLuca
and Detective Nicholas Garcia, SO-9, were present at

WK Manorville, Long Island, New York (NY). At this time an

1996. esides with his parents at

white male, Date of Birth
was conducted. is a witness to
the downing of Trans World Airlines (TWA) Flight 800, July 17,

interview of one

stated that he is employed by Gl
Manorville, NY. On July 17,
1996, at about 7:45PM, he and onegNEgR were walking near
the Club House at Pine Hills Golf Club. He estimates the time,
but is certain that it was day’s end and still light. They were
walking in an easterly directio heard the sounds
of an aircraft, and having some interest in airplanes, glanced
toward the sky. he observed a large commercial airplane flying
west to east and south of his location, probably over water. The
aircraft had an unusual amount of black smcke spewing from the
wing area. he thinks it was the left wing. A second later, he
glanced again and saw what he described as a "red glow" or "red
dot" on the aircraft. Having seen this, he brought it to the

attention o

'R . ol now see the airplane nosing at an
angle towards the ground. They continued looking as the airplane
disappeared behind trees in the horizon.*heard a
blast and saw a red flash through the trees and extending
upwards. He further states that the aircraft appeared to remain
intact for the period of his observation.

the next morning he related this experience to a
coworker, oneﬂ a retired New York City Police
Officer, who notified the police. gl s telephone number is

N Investigation on 07/18/96 at Manorville, New York _ »-ﬁ_.gjmw‘;_‘ —

/823

Filey 265A-NY-259028 7\ |
Sgt. Fred Deluca = )(

p Det. Nicholas Garcia (NG:amo) -7 OF Duedicued  \O# K1)
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Date of transcription 7/20/96

on 7/20/96, SA James F. A of the New York office
telephonically interviewe ofq
Copiague, NYhtelephone concerning her

sighting of an aerial explosion on the evening of 7/17/96, at
around 9:00pm.

Psm&—thut—between -8+30pm- and 845:pm on-
she departed Rgobert Moses State Park with her ten-year-

old son and frien
was driving, was in the front passenger seat and
was in the back seat. At about the mid-point of the Robert Moses
Bridge eading in a northerly direction towards Long Island,
#stated she observed an explosion in the sky. She
Cribe he position of the explosion as ahead and to the
right. She said it was visible through the windshield of the car
\ ) somewhat to the passenger side. She described the explosion as
N~ at the "one o’clock" to "two o’clcck" position when the
interviewing agent asked her where the explosion was seen, if
"twelve o’clock" was directly overhead.

Hstated that the initial explosion was the
size of a half-dollar if it were painted on the windshield. She
said it was her impression the explosion took place about 20
miles away, but was unsure of the exact distance. She described
the explosion as bright orange green with a very fast initial

detonation which expanded out into a ball, ending with twinkling
She stated the event

particles spreading out in all directions.
lasted maybe three second¥ INreewew disa ed immediately.
Nothing was sezg,);o,ﬂll or descend _ QM«.,.
the explosion, seemed much faster than the "Grucci Fourth of July"

type firework®%. She stated she heard no sound from the
explosion. She added that when she observed it she screamed "Oh

my God, what was that!" Her son, Michael, who also observed the

explosion, reportedly said "Mommy, did you see that?" Her friend
&saw nothing, however.

qstated that she saw no object rise into the
air and no smoke or flame trail of any kind. She said all that

was visible was the a quick explosion which dissipated quickly

7/17/96,

\_Avestigationon _7/20/96 At New York, NY (telephonically
File # 265A-NY-2590 I
i
by SA James F. A Date dictated 7/20/96

/ f Z‘/ This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ageacy;
Vit and its contents are not 1o be distributed outside vanr saanov
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. On 7/20/96 , Page 2

Continuation of FD-302 of

and left no trail of falling remnants. She used the analogy of a
bullet hitting something and the pieces flying off, but only to
describe the speed of the explosion; not to imply a collision of

two objects.

q described the weather that night as hot, but
clear with possibly clouds overhead. She did not experience any
precipitation. She said that it was getting dark but still not
totally dark when she observed the explosion.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 7 LZ 0 [ 96

Norwalk, ,
Ct., was advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and
the nature of the interview (lead #1034). -furnished the
following information:

on 7/17/96, (fatheri : SR nother) ,
and completed a boat

race on Long Island Sound near Green’s Lighthouse, Norwalk, Ct.
At approximately 8:30 p.m.,¢jjJobserved a brilliant red flare
commencing above the horizon moving in a straight line upward
towards the sky. The flare then exploded into a brilliant red
ball. Approximately a half second later another explosion
occurred directly under the first explosion. As the explosions
expanded they remained brilliant red. The red balls evaporated
after 3-4 segonds. @P did not notice anything dropping from the
\ , explosion. did not observed smoke nor did she hear a sound
~— associated with the explosion.

”’
2654 -y~ aﬁO&%M I
|“m;§zﬂ“'“i\ W\ — «,
i 1996

AlX
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\ Investigation on 7/20/96 at Norwalk, Ct

File# 265A-NY-259028

4
by SA Stacey L. Caspariuséﬁ Date dictated 7 /20/96
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Date of transcription 7/19/396

—am_ were
interviewed by Special Agents David Higgins and Elvin Quinones of

the New York Field Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) concerning their observations on the evening of 7/17/96.
once UINNERR- G crc advised of the identities of
the interviewing agents and the purpose of the interview, the
following accounts of the prior evening’s events were provided:

and -were playing cards with two
other friends, QlllllNand fourth player at ¢l residence
located in Moriches. The card game was taking place on the
second floor deck which overlooks the Great South Bay, Fire
Island and out to the Atlantic. was seated at the
card table facing the bay while the other three had their backs
to the bay.

N At approximately 2030 hours, shortly before dusk,
G observed a bright reddish, colorful, light in the
horizon, then watched it as it fell towards the ocean, describing
it as one solid wall of colorful light disappearing over the
horizon. UG id not hear any explosion, bang or any 430
other noise that he could relate to the bright light he had
observed. in his mind, associated the bright light
to a flare, possibly someone in distress. This feeling was not
due to any observations of flares shooting up into the sky or any
other objects of an upward movement.

*ad turned to the bay reacting to
actions and observed a ball of fire falling towards A\
the ocean. il described his observation as a solid wall

of flame disappearing over the horizon. ‘

WD aia not observe any activity in

the bay area or out in the ocean after the bright light had
disappeared in the horizon. They. did not observe any aotivi
the Coast Guard facility which located in the vicinity of
residence. Once it became dark . )
other two friends continued their card game indoors. =

Investigationoa 7/18/96 at Patchoque, New York
~— 65A-NY-259028
@—!’/s;s David S. Higgins
vy _Elvin Quinones:eq Date dictated N/A

This document contains aeither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI aad is baned
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Continuation of FD-302 o- , On 7/18/96 ,Page _2

The card game concluded at approximately 2230 hours,
when they realized that what they had witnessed was possibly the
airplane crash which was being broadcasted over the evening news.

The following is
identifying data:

DOB:
SSAN:
ADDR:

TEL:
EMPL:
TEL:

vstear epucation TeacHER (D

DOB:
SSAN:
ADDR:

TEL:
EMPL:
oCCP:

STRUCTION WORKER 'IIIIIIIII'
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 7/19/3¢6

—and_ were
interviewed by Special Agents David Higgins and Elvin Quinones of

the New York Field Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) concerning their observations on the evening of 7/17/96.
Once ?and—vere advised of the identities of
the interviewing agents and the purpose of the interview, the
following accounts of the prior evening’s events were provided:

and -were playing cards with two
other friends, and fourth player at ¢Jjlll residence
located in Moriches. The card game was taking place on the
second floor deck which overlooks the Great South Bay, Fire
Island and out to the Atlantic. was seated at the
card table facing the bay while the other three had their backs
to the bay. '

At approximately 2030 hours, shortly before dusk,
N W, observed a bright reddish, colorful, light in the
horizon, then watched it as it fell towards the ocean, describing
it as one solid wall of colorful light disappearing over the
horizon. id not hear any explosion, bang or any 430
other noise that he could relate to the bright light he had
observed. in his mind, associated the bright light
to a flare, possibly someone in distress. This feeling was not
due to any observations of flares shooting up into the sky or any
other objects of an upward movement.

mad turned to the bay reacting to

s actions and observed a ball of fire falling towards 43\
the ocean. @R described his observation as a solid wall
of flame disappearing over the horizon.

G dia not observe any activity in
the bay area or out in the ocean after the bright light had - .=
disappeared in the horizon. They did not observe any activi
the Coast Guard facility which located in the vicinity of
residence. Once it became dark

other two friends continued their card game indoors.

Investigationoa _7/18/96 st __Patchoque, New York
AN 65A-NY~-259028
_ SAs David S§. Higgins
y _Elvin Quinones:eq Date dictated N /2
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The card game concluded at approximately 2230 hours,
when they realized that what they had witnessed was possibly the
airplane crash which was being broadcasted over the evening news.

The following is
identifying data:

DOB:
SSAN:
ADDR:

TEL:
EMPL:

TEL:
" occp: vsicaL pucarion TeackER (D

SSAN:
ADDR:

TEL:
EMPL:
OCCP:

strucrion worker (D

Vigid
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

elde NSW YOYK
e official identitiés of the i
purpose of the interview.
information:

on July 17, 1996, stated that she was at. g
Point Campsite H 8itting inside her screen house ten
=2 ii she sitting in i ;

ntéPViewing agents
then provided the

a chair when all of a sudden she

saw a trail of fire going up in the sky.
at first she thought it was some kind of are or firework.

that the flare broke off and continued into the aky." :
ﬂdescribed the flare as being a t orange and red,
that went straight up into the sky. ﬂadvised that she wal.
looking

\ ‘ south into the sky and that the estimated distance ** ,
N~ between where she was located and the flare was about nine miles
ndicated that after the flare went up she did not
observe where it went; nor did she observe anything come down to
the ground. o
ﬁ- also advised that an elderly man in his sixtie:
saw the same image. tated that this gentleman was = -
located directly across from her campsite. id not know
his name, but indicated that the campsite wou ave his name
because they log in everyone at the campsite. R
" lvesigwionon 07 /28/96 s« __ Westhampton, New York
Fie# 265A-NY-259028 o |
SA CARA L. HOLMES '
by _SA JOSE M. FLORES, JN./hr Date dict )go
L3 e
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. The tollowinq;investigation was conducted by Speéialé~
Agent CARA L. HOLMES regarding TWA Flight 800. H

on July 23, 1996, as con'
telephone, he indicated that he had already been |

two Suffolk County Detectives on July 18, 1996. ta '. .
that he and his wife, m observed the ‘same th).
He advised that he saw re n the sky and jet fuel ignite

in the sky.
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as interviewed by Senior
Investigator ~ and Investigator KEVIN ﬁthu.ot‘th
New York State Police Department. The interview was cond

July 20, 1996. e AT

Puaat 1slip. New Yorkd

» Ptates that on July 17, 1996, at ietn
approximately 8:30 PN, he was driving southbound on CRS1 "
(Eastport’ Road) having just exited sunrise Highway. At this -

time, he observed a white light which he described as one~fourth
to one-half inch in circumference a ncouple® of miles south of -
his location movirer*horth to south. This light was to the left
of his vehicle. stated that the white light was moving .
at a high rate of speed aw a bright gold explosion ..
south of tiis location. view was then ébstructod.py ok
outherly view the bright golden

trees and when he again had a s
light had disappeared.

s that his girlfriend,q_brdthé;é;.
East Moriches, New York, <
e explosion from a boat and saw

It is to be noted that ” stated that the white
light travelled in an irregular p . _
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York,
and her boyfriend
New York,
interviewed on July 24, 1996 during a road bloCk?
the entrance to Smith Point Park, Shirley, New Yo
advised of the identity of the interviewing agent ai
of the interview and (P provided the fo
information: v Yo '
Y

nd ere sitting in his car in th
parking lot to Smi Point Park at approximately 8:30 _PM On
17, 1996. The car was parked in a parking spot facing sout
the center right side of the parking lot. The front of thes:
was facing~ south and visibility was fair. Tz

While looking out of the front windshield,
“flare” rise up directly in front of her and due soytl
~— position, far out ove e Atlantic Ocean. She aské
‘What's that?”, ooked south out the froz
and saw what appeared to be a "flair.'y ]
- that the “flair” went straight up into the sky and then™o
before they lost siipt of it. The “flair” looked like a

steam that got thinker as it rose through the sky. Neithe
nqp#saw an explosion or agplane crash. %ﬁi
find «out that a plane had crashed ufftil later thaC¥ it

% “their friends told them about the crash.

an decribe exactly where she was in thef
jot when she saw the flare, and where in the sky the flare
when she saw it.

rln\es(iga[mnnnA 03/24/96 at Shirley, New York — »,

drashs

X

®)

N,

Fles 265A-NY-259028 Tl 7}&'1 Date dictated
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ove e Atlantic Ocean. ghe askg‘f.__
“What's that?", @g#moked Ssouth out the front wingd,
and saw what appeared to be ga 'flair.&g

York,

and her bo friend
New York,
intervieweq on Ju

. . . . “lL S g

n ere sitting in hig car in the

parking lot to gm ) at approximately 8:30 PM on July

17, 1996. The car was parked in a Parking spot facing south
the center right side of the park

ing lot. The front of the ‘cay
was facinyg-south ang visibility wag fair. T

the front windshield,
“flare” rise up directly in front of her and due gon
Position, far out

that the “flajir" went straight up into the sky
before they lost sight of it. The

then
“£lair” looked like a
Steam that got thin er as it rose through the sky. Neither
n“saw an explosion or a plane cragh. ﬁ: ) )
find .out that a plane had crashed until later tha 'g% '
‘their friends told them about the crash.

aé-can decribe exact]

4 Y where she was in the paikihgh
lot when she saw the flare, ang where in the sky the flare wagA,

P

S~ Imestiganon on 03/24/96 at Shirley, New York
Fler 265A-NY-259028 7, 27

by
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=W de

K , ¥ anothe eglC ‘
Lee, New Jersey, » provided t
information:

At approximately 8:20 or 8:3
deck wh%g? faces the south shore4?
his wife"

% wWlire observed a white
rought this to his attention%®!

like a sheeting star advised that the white ball - .-
travelled on an arc from right to left (approximately west to
east). The arc travelled on a decline from its initial sighting.
, the ball left a "skinny" white trail. From their position, . ‘.«
N looking south, at approximately a nine (9) o’clock positiéqwghgg
ball exploded into a large whitish grey ball of smoke. - ‘Then a <
wide orange/reddish flame travelled upward to the smoke ball.

» and ‘ﬁ._”
ooting across the wkyand
advised that it looked

" Shortly after the wide flame disappear O strong earthquake °
type rumblings were felt and heard ' advised that the = -
entire incident occurred in ten (10) S€conds or less. 3

commented. that the fireball and arc were east of the accident
site. Additionall e advised that it appeared to occur over -
the bay. ﬂcorroborated the above information. L

43D
‘\-/l [mvestigation on 07/19/96 at Speonk, Ney_,xo;k. .y -
LFohe=s N
Fles 265A-NY-259028 poiT T .. =
SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL PRV R—— IS— :
b __SA STEVEN A. BONGARDT &@?ﬂt@r“" A Dateadictges ‘_“4
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IPEAS

a2 ‘4o

[4
Lee, New Jersey,
information:

adlother residencs

At approximately 8:20 or 8:3
faces the south shoreidl

deck whic
his wife" ' 5
1773 Wlle observed a white ooting across the sky and .
rought this to his attention49! advised that it looked
like a sheeting star* adviged ‘that the white ball S
travelled on an arc from r ght to left (approximately west to
east). The arc travelled on a decline from its initial sighting. =.
the ball left a "skinny" white trail. From their position, . . - .

N looking south, at approximately a nine (9) o‘clock position the .
ball exploded into a large whitish grey ball of smoke. “Then a """
wide orange/reddish flame travelled upward to the smoke ball.

" Shortly after the wide flame disappear O strong earthquake
type rumblings were felt and heard ®) advised that the
entire incident occurred in ten (10) seconds or less.
commented that the fireball and arc were east of the accident

site. Additionall e advised that it appeared to occur over
the bay. ﬂcorroborated the above information.

» and

U3
Invesugaton on 07/19/96 at Speonk, Ney‘.v._}x.?ﬁj?\:;;
Files 265A-NY-259028 g m .. =f.
SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL , T —
n _SA STEVEN A. BONGARDT &R IMIgr~' - _M
/Z8Y
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription

Moriches, New York,
advised of the identities of the interviewing agent

..purpose of. the interview. provided the tollowing
information:

P . be- parked his car next to the two et
handicapped parking spots provided by the Yacht Club. As he wvas
getting out of his car his son
to look up _into the sky at the re

by the time he looked into the sky he saw an orange :
descending from the sky. A couple of seconds later he sav a huge
explosion that produced a large blanket of flames. TR

SE:::id his wife called 911 within one minute" t'
explosion.

Psaid he was present at the Yacht Club with \;_wo’
law enforcément officers who also witnessed the crash. The:
officers were New York State Troope (ph) and
Suffolk County Police Office said he was
sure that -they had already reported their in omtion. -

UPLOADED
WITHTEXT _ o/
WITH CUT TEXT “Q

—

. BY . L[
\\/ ATE (Lm‘
Investigationon 07/19/96 & at —Center- Pl'dcj:'hes , New York

Filee 265A-NY-259028
SA Frederick R. Schmledf/f’
by SA Martin Bernstein /| Date dictated  07/23/ Y6
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Dase of transcription 7//21/96

was interviewed at his regidence

After being

entity of the interviewing agents and the nature
ﬂprovided the following information:

advised of the id
of the interview,

The evening of July 17, 1996, was at the
Westhampton Yacht Squadron in Westhampton Beach sitting on a
wave-runner in the bay area. He was talking with an individual
named @# Last Name Unknown (LNU).

At about 8:30 PM, @JJ@®saw a red/orange explosion
which he first thought was a boat flare. He did not see anything

shoot up from the surface. After the initial explosion,
\ saw a second explosion to the lower left of the first one.
N view was due south looking over the bay and over Dune
Road. id not hear anything as these explosions erupted in
the sky.

¢

saw the flames descend south of Dune Road, which
he said would have been in the ocean. He used his wave-runner to
cross the bay, and he beached it on the island. He crossed the
island and looked into the ocean. He could not see an airplane,
but saw flaming remnants out in the ocean.

o ———

v
265A-NY-252028-SUB
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Date of toas -siption 7/18/96

home address
ngton, Virginia, 22202, home te
was interviewed at
Haven, Connecticut on the below listed date.
the identity of the interviewing special agent and the nature of
the interview. rovided the following information:

F black male, date of birth(iIEE»
ﬁace of birth Har i i umber

*is a pilot for Piedmont Airlines., Wicomico
Airport, Salisbury, Maryland, telephone (410) 742-2996 and (800)
354-3394. He has been employed by Piedmont since December, 1987.

—was Captain of Piedmont Flight 3112, a MD-8

passenger plane, which flew from Washington National Airport,

~_ Washington, D.C., to Tweed Airport, New Haven, Connecticut on
July 17, 1996. This flight departed Washington Natiog 7:28
pm and was to arrive at Tweed, New Haven at 8:50 pm.%
first officer was

At approximately 8:25 pm, Pj ont Flight 3112 was on
Victor Airway V-139 at 11,000 feet. estimated their

position as past KOPPY intersection, approaching SARDI
intersection (Latitude N 40 31.4 Longitude W 072 47.9).
Visibility was very good. The lighting condition was dusk. The
ride was smooth. The sky was clear, with a few stratiform clouds
visible. F was flying the plane. PIEDMONT Flight 3112 was
talking t ew York Air Traffic Control (ATC), having just
switched over from Boston Control.

qaw a bright orange flash of light forward and
to the right o 1s plane. The flash appeared to be below his

altitude.mdescribed it as an intense bright flash which
then separated into two bright lights. could not make out
any solid object. He could immediately see a hugh cloud of black
smoke rising. He turned the MD-8 left to avoid the fumes. At the
time of his turning, the column of smoke rose to 11,000 feet.

265A-NY-259028-508 c%
\__~ Investigation on 7/18/96 at East Haven, Connecticut N —
Fies 265A-NY-259028 - : A4S
1o AUG 28 5zn
by SA Kenneth E Gray Jr : KEG/keg Date dictated 7118196
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Continuation of FD-302 of — ,On 7 / 18 / 96 , Page 2

Fapproximated that it took three to four minutes
to get to area of the explosion. His first officer,
reported the explosion to ATC. took over command o

flying.’sked ATC if there were any other planes in the
area. New York ATC did not know.

escribed the explosion as a bright orange ball
of light which separated into two balls of light. They were as

bright as a search 1j escribed the descent of these
balls as very slow. estimated it to take one and one half
minutes to two minutes from the time of the initial appearance of
the one light until the two lights hit the water. advised
that it took three to four minutes from the first appearance of

the 1iiht for his plane to get to the area of the explosion.

identified an area just past RICED intersection on V-139
site of the explosion. He turned at the 193 degree radial
: ‘ of the Madison VOR to continue towards Tweed New Haven. At this
N tur—estimated their position to be within two to three
miles of the impact site. *ould see fire on the water
while turning. It appeared to bright fire in a few small
areas.

”stated that the plane definitely came apart in
flight due e brightness of the resultant lights and breaking

into two distinct parts. There was no question in his mind that
either a mid air collision had occurred or an engine exploded on
a plane. All the fuel must have ignited to produce such a
brilliant light. The explosion was so bright and hot that

saw white smoke above the black cloud. He did not believe tha
the plane came down intact. Nothing seemed to hit the plane, the
explosion seemed self contained.*believed that the plane
must have been between 5,000 and §, eet at the time of the
initial explosion.

advised that he requested the ATC controller to
give him his number so he could contact him upon
arrival. The ATC controller gave his initials as U.A., 2
and a telephone number of (516) 683-2963. Upon arrival,
called him and learned that the explosion was a downed plane.

ISSy
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Date of transcription 7/23/96

Shoreham, New York,
was contacted at his place of
employment, New York Air National Guard, Gabreski Airport,
& After being advised of the identity of the
interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview,

provided the following information:

stated that on the evening of Wednesday, July
17, 1996, he, and several co-workers were engaged in
fire extinguishing and rescue training exercises at Gabreski

Airport. At approximately 8:30 - 8:35 p.m., as he was exiting

his fire truck, he observed a red/pinkish glow in the sky

descending rapidly and leaving a trail of black_smoke. The smoke

was heavy, but no so thick that it was opaque.

described what he saw as a firework. &was facing south
"‘\\/ and he observed the glow at approximately the one o’'clock

position. The glow was visible against a blue background, but

there was still some light in the sky. added that he
did not hear anything.

29
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On July 18, 1996, the following investigation was
conducted by Special Agent (SA) STACY R. DIAMOND of the New York
office (NYO) of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI):

u—— SR, - i;torvieved
pursuant to an investigative vehicle check point at the

intersection of Dune Road and Jessup Lane, Westhampton, New York.

is a Spanish speaker who is employed as a housekeeper for
* Westhampton, New York. 6acted
as an interpreter for the interview.

QP 2dvised she was on the terrace at q
next to the beach. On July 17, 1996, she obhserved a grayis
colored plane flying low with two (2) red stripes on it. She
observed a smaller plane flying higher than the big plane. The
small plane was darker in color than the larger plane.
advised she then went inside the house and in no more than
(2) minutes later, heard one large explosion, followed by a few
smaller explosions.

N
€3
\ 265A-NY-
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Date of transcription 7/22/96

ephonically cont.
Islip, New York
vwas contacted regardi
the New Yor. ce regarding the ™A incident. Wil states
that he lives approximately one block off the ocean. On the
evening of July 17, 1996, at around dusk, he was fac and
saw in the sky (over the water) a huge white flash.

states that this flash lit up the sky like a firewor

immediately after the flash he heard a tremendous loud boom which
sounded to him like . After the loud noise he heard
absolute silence. tates that he is a retired
Sanitation Investigator and is currently a firearms dealer and is
very knowledgeable about guns and explosives.

added that at this time he believes that
based on what he sees on the news reports, the investigation into
the location of the wreckage of the TWA aircraft is centered too
NG far to the east and should be located closer to Patchogue based
on what he saw in the sky.

_ Iavastigation oa _7/20/96 ot __New York, New York
\___ File s_265A-NY~257028 '

by SA ROBERT BENDETSON/evs 7/20/96 Date dictated

This document centains neither recommendations ner conclusiens of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI and !
it and its contents are not te be distributed outsids your ageacy.

/% 6



000127




000128 ‘I‘l{

FD-302 (Rev, 3-i0-82)
\_/ R

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 08,/02/96

) Riverhead,
New York 11901, was interviewed at WINDSWEPT
MARINA, 215 Atlantic Avenue, East Moriches, New York 11940, was
advised of the identities of the interviewing agents and the

nature of the interview, he provided the following information:

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 7:30 PM - 7:45 PM,
G -G his friend, , Y. st
Moriches, New York, were on a sixteen (16) foot

boat, bass fishing, south east of Dredge Island, in the east cut
of the waterway, just prlor to the Moriches Inlet.
stated that he saw a suspicious looking red work-boat with a
white name on its bow, which he could not read, approximately
\__/ forty-fifty (40-50) feet in length. He advised that the work-
boat had a large cabin area with a large flat roof. The work
boat’s front deck was cluttered with items that he could not
identify, but believed that it would be the perfect place to hide
things. On the starboard side of the boat were five or six (5 or
6) tires hanging off the deck. The work- boat was approximately a
distance of 50 yards away from his boat and it was heading south
towards the Moriches Inlet. In addition, the work-boat was
making a loud and clanky diesel engine sound.

stated that approximately 8:4S ¥ atter GHIED
calls out to him, he sees two red pink columns in the sky,
originating from a line of sight approximately 110 degrees east
southeast (true north reading) with an estimated degree to the
top of column(s) at 50 degrees from horizon, which he initially
believed were rising, but in retrospect, with a light wind coming
from the southeast direction, combined with looking from the
horizon up towards the columns, may have given him a false upward
impression. [P advised that the red pink columns quickly
turned into what appeared to be black smoke and then quickl
turned into white smoke in the sunlight and dissipated.
stated that the sun was shining on the columns as it was setting.
Approximately five to ten (5 to 10) seconds later, Jgg rﬁts'“b%t?%ua_

comlng

rolling rumble, which sounded like distant thunder,
the direction of what use to be the red pink columns.

L A o/

Investigation on 07 /2 8 / 96 at Riverhead , New York )
Fil 265A-NY-259028
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In addition, H advised that he wore red tinted
sunglasses and that at e time of the explosion, believed that
the red work-boat was involved in that explosion, and that the
boat was sending up flares. To date, has not seen that
red work-boat since, he believes that the work boat may have been
associated with the dredge operation in the Atlantic Ocean during

the week of July 14, 1996.

also provided a map with his location on July
17, 1996, and handwritten notes on the back of the map pertaining
to the explosion and suspicious boat. He provided no further
information.

/7350
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Date of transcription 7/22/96

Oakdale,
New York, was advised of the identity the

iterviewing agent and the purpose of the interview. (i} then
furnished the following information:

A - on her boat called

Wednesday, July 17, 1996 with her famil

The boat was
located in the Great South Bay at the end of the Connetquot

River. The boat was facing north an was facing south.

At exactly 8:2Wlooked in the sky and saw
an explosion in the air.d did not hear any noise

\ associated with the explosion. After the explosion, objects were
~— seen falling from the sky. The falling objects were described as
being bright red and orang€é in color. It took approximately 15-
20 seconds for the objects to fall behind the horizons.
stated the explosion resembled fireworks ‘and the fallen objects
resembled a distress flare. ent out on the boat at
approximately 7:00 P.M. and returned at approximately 8:40 P.M.

gtated her husband and
her neighbor Oakdale, New
York also witnessed the explosiont advised -was

interviewed by a Federal Bureau of Investigation agent on July
20, 199s6.

265A-NY-259028.5y8 I3 —
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On July 18, 1996, the following investigation was
conducted by Special Agent (SA) STACY R. DIAMOND of the New York
office (NYO) of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI):

Speonk, New York, -
, was interviewed pursuant to an investigative
vehicle checkpoint at the intersection of Dune Road and Jessup
Lane, Westhampton, New York.

—stated on July 17, 1996, she observed a little
orange ball going down in the sky. It stayed orange as it went
down in a stream. She then heard a boom.

265A-NY-259028-SUB~ CC )
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Date of transcription 7/26/96

New York,
telephone Date of Birth was advised
of the identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the
interview, and provided the following information:

-stated he was sitting at Smith Point Park
camping area, Spot 38, around a fire and, at approximately
8:35 pm, he looked to the southeast and saw fire coming downward
and, white in the same area for approximately two minutes after
that. He stated he did not see anything shooting up. The first
thing he saw was a red spot in the sky and then the fire.

€,

N
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on July 18, 1996, the following investigation was
conducted by Special Agent PAUL T. PALUMBO of the New York Office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation:

g New York, P
at he observed a tumbllng ball of fire, e evening of July
17, 1996,

i vantage point from the dining
room of the une Road, Westhampton Beach,
New York. eqd, —leard a string of

distant thunder further described as one big boom followed by a -
pause and two additional booms.

|31
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Date of transcription 07/26/96

On July 20, 1996, Senior Investi
k State Police) interviewed

atchogue, 1772,
She was interviewed regarding the
irlines (TWA) Flight number 800. She

advised as follows:

On Wednesday, July 17, 1996, Fwitnessed a
red/orange fireball fall from the sky at dusk. She stated that

she was playing ne dunes at the Smith Point County
advised that she noticed a red glow

ar the iiii
which dropped from the sky striking the surface of the ocean.

Park Campgrounds.
Approximately fifteen (15) minutes after she witnessed the
fireball, she heard about the crash from fellow campers.

‘\\//hnﬁpMnm 07/20/96 at Shirley, New York
Fies 265A-NY-259028 -LC (L /-, 35

by S/I JOHN CASSINO:hrg Date dicawd 07/22/96
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On July 20, 1996, the following investigation was
conducted by Special Agents GEORGE W. CONNELL III and SHAWN MARIE
WOLFF, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Long Island
Resident Agency:

— Telephone was
telephonically contacted at her residence. advised

she was walking on the boardwalk (east bound) at Jones Beach on
Wednesday, July 17, 1996 at approximately 8:40PM. q
stated she saw a "tubular glow" lighting up the sky over the

horizon, which was yellowish-orange in color*stated

the glow ran in length from the sky to the horizon and
disappeared. She did not see or hear any explosion.

—(C
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On July 19, 1996, the following investigation was
conducted by Special Agent STACY R. DIAMOND of the New York
Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Investigator
JOHN P. KEARY, New York State Police at Westhampton, New York.

W Rrcnsenburg, New York, a!ternate

address? Remsenburg, New York,
indicated she was at the Westhampton Yacht Squadron, Remsenburg,
New York on July 17, 1996 sitting outside and saw a solid red

ball in the sky, then a pause for one second, then a red
waterfall. She saw no splash and heard no explosion.

265A-NY-259028-SUBC-C =
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Oon Auqust 3 '

irley, New York, and work address of
RAYME REALTY CORPORATION, 1248 Monta Highway, Mastic, New York,
was interviewed by Special Agent (SA)
MICHAEL P. DINET. After properly identifying himself, SA DINET
advised he was being interviewed regarding any
observations he may have had relative to the crash of Trans World
Airlines (TWA) Flight 800 on July 17, 1996.

related at dusk the evening of July 17, 1996, he
was in his boat with his wife, exiting Pattersquash Creek, when
he looked up and observed a "wall of fire" coming down out ot the
sky, out over the ocean. This "wall of fire" descended for
approximately ten (10) seconds whe lost sight of it
behind the dunes of the Barrier Island. related that he
did not see anything prior to observing the "wall of fire," nor
did he hear any sounds or explosions. hwas unable to
provide any further information relative to this matter.

¥
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Date of transcription 7/25/96

On July 22, 1996
Date of Birth
residing at
and employed by Patchogue,
was interviewed at his home, by Special Agent
(sa) WILLIAM F. LYNCH, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and
senior investigator, JOHN F. CASSINO, New York State Police
Department.

—was interviewed regarding his

observations of the night of July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30
PM, when he and two friends, while out boating in the vicinity of
Moriches inlet, East Morichesg, NY, observed the crash of TWA
flight # 800. He advised as follows:

\__~  OBSERVATIONS OF
and his two

roximately 7:00 PM
friends and . boarded NNEGEGEGED
small boat in the Shirley/Mastic Beach Marina, and went fishing

for striped Bass, in the vicinity of Moriches inlet. By
approximately 7:45 to 8:00 PM, they had left the inlet, and were
drifting approx. one mile out in the ocean, off of Great Gun
Beach-Smith Point Long Island, NY. He recalled that there were
"three or four" surfers just off of Great Gun Beach. The
vigibility was excellent, and it was still light. -

added that his eyesight is good.

At approximately 8:30 PM,Moward
the sky, and exclaimed "What'’s that . locked
up, and saw a "ball of light", which seemed orange/yellow in
color. At this point, # had not yet identified
this "glow" as flames. e noted that whatever it was, it was
coming down fast, and seemed to be banking toward the north. As

it did so, it appeared that it was coming toward them, in their
boat, and it was getting bigger.

By this time, and his two companions were
all watching this object, an noted that the glowing

Social Security Nunber
ille, New York (NY)

N—Investigaionon  7/22/96 « Sayville, N.Y.

Fie# 265 A NY 259028 ’CZIZ//” Sékﬁ?

by SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH Due dicued  7/25/96
o770
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Continuation of FD-302 of ,On 7/22/96 . Page

object passed through a small cloud. As it came out of that

it became a big burst of orange/yellow flame, but -
heard no sound.

“next saw two (2) dark pieces of this
object separate, an all, each enveloped in flames and smoke. He

estimates that it was approx. eight (8) seconds between his first
sighting of this object, and its separation into two pieces, and
he noted that the object had been in a downward, steep dive. Each

piece hit the water, and looked like they landed fairly close to
each other. “then saw grey/white smoke on the

water, but does not recC eing a "splash" as the pieces hit.
‘ Several seconds after this, — heard a
N "rush" of air, and also felt a vibration through the boat he and

his friends were in. As he looked out toward the crash site, he
saw smoke rising off the water in two separate spots, and it was

at this time that - exclaimed that it was an airliner.

q immediately brought in their fishing lines,
and headed toward the crash site.b recalled that

Guard, possibly over channel 16, and recalled that Linke was very
excited.

recalled that as they headed toward the
alled the Coast Guard again, and he recalled
"How’s the gas", to whic

o} o0 far for us", meaning, the idn’'t have enough
gas to reach the crash site, and return
recalled that they drove their boat approx. one and one- f

mile past the 2 mile buoy, when they made this decision not to go
any further. He recalls standing on a seat in the boat, and
seeing the flames on the water.

At i int, they began their return to Moriches
inlet, an saw boat lights heading toward the
crash site, and a helicopter also headed toward the site, and
later hovering over it.

~— ” stated that he never personally
identified this falling object as a plane, and that he saw no

flares, or anything else in the sky, prior to this crash.

oz/

qand were at the helm, and he (NENEEENND
was at the bow. sed his radio to report tot he Coast
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Date of transcription 7 [ 3 149 6

Fisherman, the m
Third Floor, N rd,

Massachusett , , was interviewed at SOLVEIG’S,
2 Middle Street, Fa1 e was advised of the identity
of the interviewing Agent and of the matter under investigation.
He advised as follows:

residing a

n the Fairhaven based scallop
name unknown (LNU),

On the evening of July
and a second crewnan,

1996, the exact time un

(LNU) (Subsequentl 1dent1f1ed as , were
ing on deck when observed a large jet liner pass over
the This aircraft was lower than what considered
usual. &) lowered his head for a few ents, busying himself

with deck matters. A few moments later looked up, and
again visually tracked the aircraft. observed the aircraft

explode into a fireball ang crash into e sea. The e came
down at an angle. When tol QN ) tried
to explain the event as fireworks or a distress flar€ from

another boat.

saw nothlng unusual w1th the aircraft, other than
the lower than normal altitude. ? observed nothmg
approached the aircraft, nor did e aircraft appear to be taking
evasive action when it exploded.

id not respond to the crash site. The

- - |
‘contin “to fish. The next dayq observed floating

insulation which he attributed to the aircraft. Neither
nor anyi crew member recovered any debris from the

aircraft.

The next day the COAST GUARD directed the fishing boats
in the area to leave the area. The -pulled into home port
in Fairhaven on July 28, 1996. ,

cc3

Ihvestigatlon on 7/29/9 6 at Fa 1rhaven ’ Massachusetts

\_/9

oy

# 265A-NY ~259028 SUB %2" 005

SA_THOMAS B. FINN, JR. [ieb Date dictated 7/30/96
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Other Fairh Ne: d boatg fishing j rea
at the time were the ' ,
and a number of boats .

NAME:

ion
NAME UTILIZED:

SEX: ale

RACE: Hispanic (Mexican)
DATE OF BIRTH:
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER:

DRIVERS LICENSE NUMBER: (Massachusetts) il

29
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Date of transcription 7/22/96

B

o - 1deptd of the interviewing agent and the purpose
of the interview. then furnished the following
information:

Pwas on the upper deck of the 8:15 P.M. ferry
from Patchogue to Davis Park, Fire Island, New York, on
Wednesday, July 17, 1996 with her daughter Date of
Birth At approximately 8:30 - 8:35 P.M.
observed several large objects falling from the sky. Some of the
falling objects appeared to shoot in an upward direction. The
objects appeared to be on fire. The falling objects were mainly
‘ in two large sections before they fell out of sight. A small
\._“ plane was also seen near the falling objects.

will be in the United States until Saturday, July
27, 1996. She was unable to furnish a temporary telephone number
or address of where she is residing in the United States.

\ 456
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Investigation on 7/20/96 at Davis Park, Fire Island, New York

File# 265A-NY-259028

by SA DANIEL P. BRENNAN/MAMG% Dac dicted  7/20/96

oS¥/

590



00015y




000155 Yy r7

FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82)

-1-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 7/25/96

On July 22, 1996,

Social Security Account Number

Patchogue, New

of Birth

residing at
and employed as a
Patchogue, New Yor
was interviewed by Special Agent WILLIAM F. LYNCH,
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and JOHN F. CASSINO,
Senior Investigator, New York State Police Department.

-

was located at his place of employment,
and interviewed regarding his observations of the night of July
17, 1996, when he and two friends, while out boating/fishing,
observed the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) Flight 800,

approximately 11 miles off the Moriches inlet, in East Moriches,
New York. He advised as follows:

OBSERVATIONS OF

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 7:00 PM - 7:15 PM,

and his two friends (D and SR
boarded boat, for a night of striped Bass fishing.
They proceeded from the Shirley marina where boat was

docked to Moriches inlet, where they drifted in and out of the
mouth of that inlet, fishing.

By approximately 7:45 PM to 8:00 PM, they had moved to
the vicinity of Great Gun Beach, off of Smith Point Park, and
were drifting and trolling approximately one-half mile off shore.

It was while drifting, that (D! -@P

S cxclaim, "Look at that," and motion up toward the sky.
When did, he saw an orange glow, descending, and
getting bigger, and brighter.

He noted that this object seemed to be travelling east,
but downward, and then veered inward, toward the land. At this
point, something broke off, and this object split into two
pieces, and then fell into the ocean. He estimated that distance
where it fell, to be approximately 10 miles out in the ocean. He
recalled seeing only a glow, but no flames.

\—— Investigation on 7/22/96 at Patchogue, N.Y.

Fieg 265 A NY 259% Q) vL/q,,L

by
o709

SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH:wfl Dacdicaed 7/25/96

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ot the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
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At this point —radioed in a "MAYDAY" message to
the Coast Guard, and gave them his boat name, which is the
U *also recalled that there was some
conversation amongst them, about continuing out to the site, and
that he said toq do we have enough gas?", and that

replied that he did not know. They did, however, drive

approximately 4 miles toward the crash site, but turned back,
because of a lack of fuel.

At this time, recalled seeing a plane
heading toward the crash site, but added that there were no other
boaters in the vicinity at that time.

tated that all during his observations,

he did not realize that the object falling was an airplane, and

his observations started only with épointing to the

\/‘ sky, and crying "Look at that!." Prior to that, he had noticed
nothing.

o705
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On _July 30, 1996, te rth (DOB)

telephone number
New York, Police Department, was interviewed a
is home 1n Southampton Village, New York. After being advised

of the identities of the interviewing agents and the nature of
the interview, provided the following information:

On July 17, 1996, around dusk,? who was off
duty, and his family and friends were at the Southampton Village
Beach, Long Island, New York, near Shinnecock Inlet.
stated that, with the Atlantic Ocean to his south, he observed to
his right, in a south-western direction, what appeared to be a
pinkish-red flare approximately fifteen to twenty degrees above
the horizon over the ocean for about eight to ten seconds.
During this time, he alerted his companions by saying, " k, a
flare, look a flare over here," pointing at the object. %
further stated that the flare seemed peculiar to him because it
was almost motionless in the sky. Once the flare-type object
disappeared, observed a ball of fire at approximately the
same height, but slightly off of where he had seen the flare-type
object. He watched the ball of fire ball fall from the sky,
breaking into two sections and leaving a trail of black smoke as
it fell. estimated that, from the time he first saw the
ball of fire until he could no longer see the two burning pieces
falling towards the ocean, approximately fifteen seconds had
elapsed. qurther estimated that approximately twenty
seconds elaps from when he first saw the ball of fire until he
heard two explosions, one shortly followed by the other, the
first maybe being slightly louder than the second.

917

265A-NY-259028-SUBC(,,

PR 1NTIXED
Seaallils FiLid

FEB 27 7

——

= M EA A B9}
Investigation on 07/30/96 at Southampton Village, New Kork { T
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SAMUEL G. KRAMER
"’c.ﬁ SA CHRISTOPHER BRYCELAND/hrg Dacdicaed 08/02/96
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N Date of transcription 7/27/96

on July 21, 1996, m
Westhampton Beach, New York, ho ephone was
contacted and furnished the following information:

ated that on July 17, 1996, she was watching
television with her husband at home. The sofa on which she was
sitting faced directly out to the water. At approximately
8:35 pm she heard a loud boom which shook the house. After

turning off the television, she looked outside and saw a small
orange light heading down. *stimated the light to be

approximately 9 - 10 miles shore. She advised t when she
first saw the light it was eye level on the horizon. tated
that several seconds after the first bocm sh ard 5 smaller

booms 3 - 5 seconds apart from each other. advised that she
heard the first boom at dusk and that she was not able to see any

boats on the water at that time.

.J

%SNW&SSGEB*SUB )
Ty esnigdton on 7/21/96 at Westhampton Beach, New Yorj-—— ,m“r C(/-
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On July 20, 1996, Senior Investigat

as ilnterviewed at his campsite loca
the Smith Point County Park Campground. He was interviewed
regarding the crash of Trans World Airline (TWA) Flight number
800. He advised as follows:

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM,”
was seated by his mpexr located in the Smith Point County Par
Campgrounds. *tates that he notice red glow in
the sky which was falling to the ocean. *staf.ed that
seconds later witness d black smoke rising from the surface of

. ﬁwas not aware that the fireball was an
N aircraft until later that evening.

the ocean

as

\_/ Investigation on 07/20/96 a Shirley, New York

ries 265A-NY-259028 — 1.0~ (DL

v _S/I JOHN CASSINO/h Dac dicd  07/22/96
1008 ‘
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Date of transcription 7/21/96

was interviewed at_her place of

in Westhampton. New York. After
ies of the interviewing agents and
provided the following

business, INTIMATE BOUTIQUA
béing advised of the identi
the nature of the interview,
information:

On the evening of July 17, 1996, was on an open
porch of the Westhampton Yacht Squadron. At about 8:30 PM, while
facing south overlooking the bay area and Dune Road, saw
red flare arching in the sky. hdid not see where it
originated from. The flare arched in the sky and then came
straight down as if it had a parachute attached to it. The flare
was very bright and appeared to be within the bay area. i%}

i Suddenly, the red flare burst into a large ball of red ',-

N flames. The large ball of flames descended half way down the sky :
and then burst into a larger ball of flames. [P heard the ) ﬁ
second explosion, but not the first. The second explosion caused
the object to separate and plummet dowm south of Dune Road into

the ocean. After lost sight of the objects, she continued
to hear two more explosions.

¢
—1-,,3(,*.3;

IR AT AT TP .‘-3”
N\ imcsigwionon _7/19/96 | u __Westhmpton, New York VY-259028-8u3
Fie# 265A-NY-259028 M %
SA JAMES J. ROTHEQ} ,
by\,gseA GREGORY J. O'NEILL/MAM ° Duedicned  7/21/96 ST3 o .
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s

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to yfuragency; -



D00IbS




0001bb ‘f‘:'

e . -t

FD-302 (Wev. 3-10-32) L
- ., - -,~’ ‘Lu— = vmelithem - .4"1‘. e . ) -~ .
\__ e T
FEDERAL. BUREAU OF [NVESTIGAT[ON

Datefrmesiahton  7/22/96

advised of the identities of the interviewing agents an e
purpose of the interview. He provided the following information.

-

- -

on July 17, 1996, the sun had set a few mlnutes prior -

when Hnotlced a red circular ball falling in the sky. He
was in his backyard. The ball was pulsing brighter and dimmer,
as if spinning. It fell for four to five seconds before

~ exploding. The explosion broke into two pieces. He saw pleces ]

of material coming down and fall behind the trees in the tmmz i
About 15 seconds later, heard a boom and felt it acr -

- his chest. He then saw a jagged black plume. There was a 747
flylng nearby, above Rock Hill. estimates that his honp
is about three miles from the Atlantic Ocean.

S h
\__/Investigation on 7715/96 S Mahorv:.lle, New York (Eelephcnicall}.f)?"
File # 265A-NY-259028-(( - ;)Q (L/\,C;r . ‘ ' e
SA CARA HOIMESQ - e e A .- i‘ww"\::‘

- wweuby. .SA _MARCIE HOUK/MAM . ... _ Date dictated. _@ /_9@ :
/ Yrs’ - T
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it-and.its contents are not to be Thetributed outside vanr nesnrw »

Ve an W P~




0001617




000168 63

FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82)

N

-1 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 8/9/96

on July 26, 1996,
Westhampton Beach, New York,
interviewed by Special Agent PAMELA A. . arsing known the
identity of the interviewing Agent, he then provi led this
additional information:

ated that from the position he was standing on
in Westhampton Beach at the origin o moke trail

roxXimately 185 degrees magnetic north. 'mmeasured
the distance of the smoke trail between his th index
finger to be four or five inches in length from where he was
standing.

?descrioed the smoke trail to be a well formed
line of whi smoke that looked as if it started from land.

msaw three explosions. The first one being a
large roun ireball with white smoke billowing around it,
then approximately three or four seconds later, a yellow flame a

little smaller, then the third explosion appeared to be more like
a fire with pieces of the plane falling from it.

&

—2654-NY-259028.-SUg’(

\__Investigationon _7/26/96 at East Moriches, New York (telep

File #

by

SERIALIZED ___.~ FILED :f
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uanorvillo, ch

York (NY), telephone

at his place of employment,
Patchogue, NY, telenn- g
apprised of the identity of the interviewing agent,
informed that he was being recontacted to furnish spec
information as to his precise location on the evening of July 17,
1996, when he observed an object ascending through the sky.

H advised that he was located on the Great Gun
Dock, which 1s situated on the bay side of Fire Island.
approximated the length of the dock at 400 to 500 feet and
indicated that he was standing approximately 75 to 100 feet from
the west end. From this vantage point, and assuming that the
dock runs in a true east to west direction, observed the
ascending object at approximately 170 degrees in a southeast
direction. was facing southeast looking directly at the
advised that there were no other landmarks
which could aid i1n his assessment of the location of the object.
did, however, note that a restroom is located on the
south side of the dock.

v/
§

i L
l“"

'\_/'xnmummu 7/24/96 at Manorville, New York

File #¢ 265A~-NY-259028 ; -

by __SA PAUL PALUMBO/axh Date dictated 7/25156 r,,'::,-: .
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Date of
Brookhaven, New
York, 1

1719, home telephone number Social Security
I?Iumber..— was advised of the identity of the
interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview:

Birth

On Wednesday, July 17, 1996 was on his boat
called ? along with!
Brookhaven, New York, 11719, home telephone number

(phonetic) home telephone numbers
an The boat was idling in the Great South
ay west o e Smith Point Bridge.

Between 8:30 - 8:45 P.M.
{ reddish/orange object projecting
‘. east of the Smith Point Bridge.
looked like a flare.

stated he saw a
in an upward southern position
istated the object

—stated he maintained view of the object until
he saw an explosion in the air. After the explosion, two large

objects were seen fallini from the sky. One piece was falling

faster than the other. believed the object was a
firework until he got home and heard about the plane crash.

stated he did not report this incident to

anyone in authority. He also stated that the visibility was
clear that night. bwas on his boat from 6:00 PM until
9:00 PM.

265A-NY-259028-su C¢'( - § 30
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Leonardo, New YOrk, '
was advised of the identity of the
interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview.Q il then

provided the following information:

| on 07/17/199 QR vas sailing AU
eastbound from New York to Newport, Rhode Island, doing
approximately five (5) knots under mainsail and power. Weather

conditions at the time were hazy skies and the sky was dusk.
had heard a weather report over his marine radio of

impending thunderstorms, so he was scanning the sky ahead to keep
a lookout for them.

At approximately 8:40 pm, Ul vwas approximately two

\\// (2) to three (3) miles east of the Fire Island sea buoy when he
observed a flare for a "millisecond" followed immediately by a
bright red flash, directly in front (west) of his craft, and off
to port (north) —estimated this distance to be twenty to
twenty-five (20-25) miles away from his vessel, off the shores of
Moriches, Long Island. The initial flare was a "tiny dot," and
red, compared to the flash, which was the "size of a quarter,"
and "red, with wispy black trails."

A ten to fifteen (10-15) knot westerly breeze was
blowing, so {jjjjll®heard no explosion, but assumed that the
explosion was an aerial flare that had mis-fired. The red and
black conn trail went down to the south in an arc that looked
like a question mark .l estimated that it took ten to
fifteen (10-15) seconds for the flash to go down and extinguish.

Soon thereafter,{ M heard a United States Coast
Guard (USCG) radio call on Channel 16 advising that an aircraft
had just gone down either over the bay or the ocean.
radioed the USCG, and advised that the aircraft had gone down in
the ocean. Fassumed that the aircraft was a small five (5)
seater, until he heard a USCG transmission advising of numerous
victims. At that point,

Prealized that it must be an
airliner. called a friend on his cellular telephone and E;é;.Z)
his friend advised him that a 747 had gone down.

\/mvestiga(iun on 07/25/1996 at Providence, RI (tw__ me:s' UB L(,‘j‘
Fie4 265A-NY-259028 .

vy SA Geoffrey J. Kelly Date dictated
o136
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The USCG radioced for assistance from any pleasure craft

in the area, bul:Padvised that he was three to four (3-4)
hours away from the crash site.(QjjjBhad no further contact
with the USCG.

continued to sail westerly, approximately two
miles (2) off-shore, and passed between the wreckage site and
land as he travelled towards Rhode Island. However, he observed
no vessels sailing away from the crash site at any time that
evening. P advised that the only vessels he did observe
were USCG rescue craft and fishing trawlers.

?radar was operating on the night of
07/17/1996, but the range was only set for eight to ten (8-10)

miles, and the only blipé that he observed were fishing trawlers.

observed no unusual or disabled vessels that entire day,

or in the days following 07/17/1996 (JJl®Phas been a sailor
for the past thirty years.
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mtated that on July A7, 1996, she was a
assenger in the front seat of a car Ppeing driven b
m Stony Brook, New York,

e state at the car was heading/west on ‘REGLS
*told her to look at something in the sky. —
looked up, directly south, and saw/a small yellow/orange string
of light rise two (2) feet, then adrc in a westerly direction and
begin to head down. advised that soon after the light
began moving down, she saw a huge, bright fireball as large as

the sun appear in the sky. advised that she did not hear
any noise related to the explosion. She stated that the

explosion. stated that she had to look around
in order to see the object in the sky. ‘It appeared to be
directly south of her location. & stated that, until she
saw the explosion, she thought the sting of light was a firework.
was unable to recall exactly where on Route 27 she was
when she witnessed the explosion. She advised that she was
approximately five (5) miles past the point where Route 27 breaks
into two lanes.

observed the liiht for several seconds before witnessing the

jiJ \r:.

Investigationon 07/22/96 a 'Stony Brook, New York

File ¥ 265A=NY-259028
SAJANE T. RELLYZV
by SA NICK J. PINDULIC/hrg y it Date dictated 07/

O 7?5/ s
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Mastic, New York,
telephone number at his residence.
He was advised of the identities of the interviewing Agents and
that the purpose of the interview was to gather information
regarding the crash of Trans World Airlines flight #800 on July
17, 1996. He then provided the following information:

advised that he was fishing near Great Gun
Beach in Moriches Bay when TWA 800 exploded. He had been out
fishing for approximately fifteen minutes when he noticed a plane
flying overhead. At one point he looked up and saw the plane
flying to the east in no noticeable distress. A couple minutes
later he looked back in the sky and saw a hugh fireball. No
sounds, smoke or other activity alerted him to the crash.

While fishing, he did not observe any unusual activity
prior to the crash or after the crash.

265A-NY-259028-5UR (11
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m Surveyor, GREAT REDGING COMPANY,
816 Dune Road, West Hampton, New York,
was advised of the identities of the interviewing Agents and

purpose of the interview and thereafter provided the following
information:

On Wednesday night, July 17, 1996, he was on West
Hampton Beach starting at 7:00 PM, to set up grade stakes on the
beach.

At approximately 8:40 PM, he was facing south, into the
ocean and looking generally upward, toward the sky, which was
somewhat 1lit. To the east of him, he first noticed a red/orange
glow in the sky, as it travelled easterly and grew in size.

After two to three seconds, he heard the first of two explosions.
A small fireball arched and then, a second or two later, the
second explosion occurred. explained that this second
explosion caused a bigger, bright orange fireball.

stated that after the second explosion the large
fireball fe own toward the horizon in two pieces. A large
piece (west) and smaller piece (east) fell together and could be
seen as a mountain of flames as it hit the horizén. Black smoke,
topped by white smoke could be seen a short time afterward in the
area of the flames.

!estimated that this occurred nine or ten miles
out to sea from the beach and about one mile east of his

location. stated that the initial red/orange glow came

from the North-Northwest direction (over his left shoulder). He
heard the noise of the explosion about 45 seconds after seeing it
and estimated the distance from that.

\

“~——" Investigation on 7/20/96 at West Hampton, New York

pies 265A-NY-259028-CC- 346

by

SA KIM A. CROWELL7vao
SA FRANK M. FINN/vao Daedictaed 7/20/96
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was 1nterv1ewed at his campsite
located at the Smith Poirt County Park Campground. He was
interviewed regarding the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA)
Flight number 800. He advised as follows:

On July 17, 1996, sometime around dusk,*
stated that he was standing near his camper at the Smith Point
County Park Campground. He stated that he witnessed a loud bang
sound which brought his attention to the sky over the ocean. He
stated that when he looked up into the sky he saw a red/orange
explosion. This explosior. produced a ball of fire accompanied by
: , a line of falling debris from the sky. He stated that he could
~ not determine that it was a plane but did indicate that it was
some sort of fiery mass. hadded that he had experience
with aircraft during his prior emp oyment as a Mechanic with

Kennedy Airport. He stressed that, due “o the fire, he was
unable to identity the falling mass as an airplane.

;' » - Qﬁ“;”

\__~ |Investigationon _07/20/96 a2 _ Shirley, New Ycrk
fies 265A-NY-259028 “CLLA 63 ¢
& _S/I JOHN CASSINO:hrg Dae dictied 07/22/96
/070 -"1 g
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Mastic Beach, New York,
was advised of the identities of the agents and

the nature of the interview, he provided the following
information:

On July 17, 1996, approximately between 8:30 PM to 8:40
PM, on a boat namedﬂ heading toward Nicholas Bay from
Patch e, riding along with his sister

Magtic Beach, New York 11951 boat
name from Patchogue, New York, to Nicholas Bay, New
York, stated that while sitting on the tail end of the boat,

he saw an explosion from a south eastern direction,
above the horizon line, around dusk.

tated that the explosion first seemed like

fireworks, but later he thought the explogion came from a boat.

1 dvised that the explosion broke into three pieces, one

N big chunk yellow/orange in color that broke into two additional
pieces, he heard no sounds due to the running of the boat engine.

advised that the boat (NP returned to
Patchogue, New York 11772,
around 11:15 PM, on July 17, 1996. He provided no further

information.
@ 265A-NY-259028-SUB-C & 3 -
, SEARCHED INDEXED.
T {SERIALIZED, F nsn__4e ES ”
MR 51997
FBt — NEW YORK .
[coY Wl
Investigation on 07/21/96 at Mastic Beach, New York
.‘ 265A-NY-259028 e 1Ty i
N @K SA JoHN s. HUI /AR TR R
b SA KEVIN KELLEHER (ATF)(JSH:hrg) Datc dicaed 07/23/96
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on July 27, 1996, m after
being advised of the identity o e 1inte ent and the

purpose of the interview, provided the following information:

Fstated that on the evening of July 17, 1996, she
one iving west on Route 27 near the exit to Route 111.

Padvised that on the northbound "jug handle" exit ramp, she
served two cars parked at a 180 degree angle. One vehicle was
a red pickup truck with two younger males, and the other vehicle
was a fancy two-~door sedan two younger males were looking
straight up into the sky. advised she felt like fireworks
were going off and from b er left shoulder, she could see
‘white fizzle going up. advised that she did not see a
plode.

Fsaid it was a very strange sight. vised
that she afraid to stop, but she did see one o younger
men running from the field to the driver’s side of the fancy
sedan, possibly a dark blue Jaguar. He a to be carrying
something like binoculars to the sedan. dvised that the
i ndle exit ramp was a perfect place to view the inlet.
msaid she heard the fizzle and then a pop.

copy down the license plates. escribed the ickup as
clean and shiny, with a drop cl covering the bed of the pickup
truck. The drop cloth appeared disturbed. escribed the

younger male t~-complected, with the ng of a dark,
curly beard. tated that he did not look Syrian or

!&escribed the vehicles as both bearing New York
license plates because they were biue and white. *jid not

Palestinian. stated that he looked intensely into her
face.

By way of backgro tated that Flight 800 used
to be an Israeli flight. ried to an Israeli doctor,
she is the mother of four child e has a degree in art

history, and is 45 years old.

tated that she frequently
fliesto Israel.

Invesugationon _7/27/96 » ___East Mot¥iches, New York (Telepho
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*initial impression was that it was fireworks.
stated that she did not believe that it was that high up
and that it may have been a propane tank explosion.

Finally,_advised that she called NBC news with
the information.

oro07
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On July 25, 1996,

.was 1nterv ewed at h
Patchogue, New York (N¥) P is
employed as a truck driver for

S ches,
&b During the interview, provided the

following i1nformation:

On July 17, 1996 travelled to East Moriches
with his brother-in-law, and his uncle
F in order to fish. Around 7:30PM, {

and
1s companions set up on the beach behind the Coast Guard
station, across from Moriches Inlet. While there,
observed two (2) boats near a buoy, two hundred to three hundred /T\
yards (200-300yds) from the beach. One boat was a white, thirty ~/
foot (30’) Sport Fisherman boat. The other boat was a dark blue
or green fourteen foot (14’) skiff, which was low sided and had
an outboard motor. believed this second boat was a
rental boat, because most people do not come out to the area in ]
boats that small. There were people arqund the beach, including M

two (2) fly fisherman, but none of these individuals made
take notice of them.

While fishing,Pheard a sound like that of a
mortar or a large fireworks rocket. (I looked up to see
what he expected would be a fireworks display. Three (3) to four
(4) seconds later saw a large ball of fire in the shape
of a mushroom cloud. These flames then fell to the ocean.

did not see a smoke trail prior to the fireball, nor did
e hear an explosion at the time of the fireball. However, he
subsequently heard four (4) explosions. He heard an initial
explosion followed by two (2) other explosions, which sounded

like rumbling. Approximately two (2) minutes later he heard a
fourth (4th) explosion.

was not sure of the height of the fireball, but
advised that from a distance it appeared about twelve feet (127)
above the horizon. The sound of the mortar came from out over
the water, in the same direction that the boats he observed had 7
been located. The thirty foot (30’) Sport Fisherman boat had 3‘,

by

/' sV
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already departed prior to the mortar sound. The fourteen foot

(14’) skiff may also have been gone by this time, but due to the
darkness,*could not be sure.

After the explosions, P observed a helicopter
flying overhead. The helicopter started searching the channel
first and did not move offshore initially.
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Islip, New York, DatéLbf
Birth, was advised of the identities of the - -

interviewing Agents and Detective and the nature of the
interview. He thereafter provided the following information:

On July 17, 1996, at about 8:30 p.m., he was on a boat
with his father,H and brothers, h They were
headed in a northwes irection away from Barretts Island. He

noticed a bright orange fireball in the southeast sky. He
observed it break into two parts and fall into the ocean. The
next morning, he drew a picture of what he had seen. He provided
this to the investigators.

TC

265A-NY-269028-SUB CC,
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\_/ Investigation on 7/25/96 at ~3lip, New York
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whi of birth
social security number home _address
Durham, Maine, home telephone n r

the below listed date at the
East Haven, Connecticut. He was
advised of the identity of the interviewing special agent and the
nature of the interview. He provided the following information:

is a pilot for — He has been
with as a first officer since August 8, 1994. #
has submitted his resi ffective July 31, 1996 and 1is
going to work f%. He will start there August

2, 1996.
S vas flying as first officer for Captain
on July 17, 1996 oh Flight 3112. This flight

~— 1ll!llllb
originated at Washington National, and was going to Tweed, New
Haven, Connecticut. He was flying the airplane from the right
seat. At approximately 8:30 pm, Piedmont Flight 3112 was on
Victor Airway V-139 northbound 10 miles from RICED intersection,
near SARDI intersection. He was at 11,000 feet. Visibility was

good (at ast 30 miles in flight). The ride was smooth. It was
dusk. ad just been handed off by Boston Contmew

York app ch. 2 minutes after this frequency change sSaw
a bright flash of light.

The bright occurred at a two o’clock position
below his altitude*tilated it as approximately 5,000
feet to 6,000 feet. The flash was a yellow ball moving outward.

It d like bright coals being flung forward in a parabola.
*d previously seen space junk burning up on reentry and

1 1ally thought he was seeing more of the same. This was
occurring below him. He also thought it looked like fireworks or
a flare. The bright ball separated into two distinct balls of

light. It then looked like a shower of sparks and fire in two
distinct clumps. C!Jn

As ball broke up into two balls in slow motion, It ¢t
occurred to at he was observing some objeg%sﬁmms-SUB _

\/1 Investigation on 7 / 18 / 96 at East Haven, Connecticut

Fies 265A-NY-259028 - ;(p

by SA Kenneth E Gray Jr : KEG/keg Date dictated
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It fell quickly into the water. —estimated it took ten to

£ seconds from the first appearance until it hit the water.
ould not see the object splash down into the water.

then called New York Air Traffic Control (ATC) and

the flash. He advised ATC that he wanted to report an
explosion at two o’clock at 4,000 to 5,000 feet. It seemed to
explode and fall into the water. ATC asked him if it was leftover
fireworks? Another aircraft out of Long Island was also on the

After seeing the object explode and hit the water,
e

frequ asked if it might be a flare as he had seen it,
too. stated it was not a flare.

At the 193 degree radial of Madison VOR, mturned
off V-139. At the turn, the smoke plume was still vis e. The

smoke plume passed two to three miles down the right side of
Piedmont 3112. At the time of the turn, Piedmont 3112 had
descended to 9 eet. The cloud had reached that altitude. As
it was dusk, ould not give a color of the cloud. It had
some definiti st the sky.

ould see debris on the water. It was one
rectangul ch of burning fuel. From 9,000 feet, it wag the
same size as an oil tanker or barge would appear. whilﬁ
had seen two distinct balls of light descend, he could only s

one patch of flames on the water. He could see reflections from

the fire against the sea.
was told that his Captain,

had
aid
that following the initial flash, he had time to was

described ower descent of the balls of 1i
that and to call ATC. By the time he called ATC, the light was
already in the water.

ad reported no aircraft in the area. Nothing had
caught ttention in his instrument scan prior to the
s

flash. id not believe that it took longer than twenty
second he flash until he called ATC. The fire was already
on the water at the time of his turn at RICED intersection. He
believed that he passed two to three miles away from this impact
area.

believed that something must have gotten to the
fuelcells gnited them to cause a fireball like that. He also
thought a midair collision would explain the two distinct lights
dropping away.
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Burbank, California
telephone numbe was advised of the 1identities of
the jpnterviewing agents and the purpose of the interview.

then provided the following information:

Oon 7/17/96,—had travelled from Manhattan, New

rk to Bridgehampt ork as a passenger in a
imousine. was unable to recall the driver’s
name. At approximately 8% P.M. on 7/17/96, in the same

limousine with the same driver, departed Bridgehampton, -
New York westbound on Route 27, destined for John F. Kennedy

International Airport. The weather was clear and it was still
light out. Approximately 30 to 40 minutes into the drive, the

: , driver called s attention to something occurring outside

~ the vehicle’s left window. seated in the passenger
side rear seat, looked out the driver’s side rear seat window and
observed a large red image in the sky that immediately turned
into two descending columns of red flame. These columns of
flames descended slightly to the east, were visible for 15 to 20
seconds, rapidly dissipated, and produced no smoke.

heard no accompanying explosion.

Qasked the driver what he had seen, to which
the driver replied that he was certain it was an airplane, and
that he had seen a red flash prior to the des«;gxding columns of

flame. !
— was unable to provide any /further information.
| pf[o
. nvestigationoa 7/25/96 at New York, New York :‘
N %,
File # 265A-NY-259028 (TW 220}) w
SA Andrew W. Ludlum U“g/ Vi
b A George Andrusyshyn Date dictated 7/25/96 i
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Date of trarscription 8/6/ 96

Little N N
York, was contacted andvadv*"
of the y of terviewing agent, as well as the n#
of the interview. rovided the following infornationz‘*w'

Oon July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM, he was
s1tt1ng on the beach looking west at the sunset. At this time he
turned his attention east towards the ocean when he observed a
bright red light off jn the eastern horizon. The light appeared
to progress from a large wide area to a smaller, more narrow
area. The light did not fade out, but just disappeared. The
total time .of observation was approximately ten seconds. At no
time was any sound heard.

\\“/ advised he was with another individual while on

the beach. He wasn’t certain this individual was willing to make

a statement regarding her observation as her observation was also
limited.

?wrote a two page letter of what he observed and
sent it to e Editor-in-Chief of the FIRE ISLAND NEWS, Ocean
Beach, Fire Island, New York. (Letter enclosed)

(telephonicalgy)fﬁ

Investigationon 8/6/96 st Little Neck, New York

File # 265A-NY-259028 "

by SA EDMOND J. MAUTONEjKL”‘ Date dictated 8/6/96
/lée
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On July 22, 1996
Date of Birth - RAYMOND BUICK/CHEVROLEiI 13i6

Sunrise Highway, Bayshore, New York, telephone number

was advised of the official identities of the interviewlng
Agents and the purpose of the interview. then furnished
the following information:

On July 17, 1996, —was fishing off of a boat in
the northern section of Moriches Inlet witl‘ and

Between 8:30 PM and 9:00 PM, observed a

flare ascending four to six miles east from his position.

described the flare as an orange ball that travelled at a

10:00 angle (from perpendicular) from his position and increasing

in brightness. Approximately one minute following his flare

NG observation,#saw two large sections descending towards
the ocean with one section in flames and the other leaving a
small trail.

Westimated that the flare reached an altitude of

15,000 to 20, feet and was travelling slowly. Qi did not
observe any smoke trail coming from the flare or its point of
origin.
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July 22, 1996,
Brookhaven, New Yor]

oy Special Agent KEVIN C. . ter in’g’= VA,
identity of the interviewing Agent and that the nature Qg
.nierview-was regarding the plane crash of TWA Flight 8005

. 1996 rovided the following informatiog;-wﬁ
. P ,_.‘__.'::-;f “w‘? 2

eted that
€ was attending ne pBelj TR N

o2 Club, Bellport Lane, Bellport, New York, the evening of s
Y 17, 41996. hdvised that at 8:31PM, on July.17s41998
was standing outside on the south veranda of the Yacht :Club
xing at the sky in a southeasterly direction,facipg;gp ay
n he observed what appeared to be a bright_headlightgh ) 3%
-ane. He stated that the bright light was facing a weptey
rection and that it looked similar to a ssparkler‘Vflltfl'x'%fa‘;=~__»M
o ow believes that the light was - ER

WS- : i that he observed the light explode into a.
ciid mass the size of a basketball which began to -

2ak into two fire masses described as a "curtain of -
irg frem the sky". dvised that the right inAsg®
that the left mass and that through the left -fireb&l]

appeared to be a large section of the pPlane. . = . o
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d that he did not see any smoke throughout.

e
iz czssxes d he hear or feel anything unusual. - "
- S 2:vised that at the time he believed the
-.Il22nt nad cocurred over the Smith Point Park and that it was
TEsIlZlyv oz mid alv ccllisicn between two airplanes. He N
t=.spnoned Suffclk County Police at 911 within two minutes of the
TUREN T nmotiiv them zf osave -
\ : ":’
N - oD & __leng Island, New York 265A-NY.
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) BV e
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Date of transcription 07/25/96

Birth (DOB)

was intervie

urg, New York, telephone
ed the following information:

Yor

?was having di ”
res nce located at w peonk, New
The deck provides a sou view in the direction of the
water.
qbserved a small reddish/orange light ,
descending trom the sky. dvised that it appeared to be

ten (10) blocks away. It ed in an arc descent for
approximately three (3) seconds then it descended on a forty-five
(45) degree angle for approximately two (2) seconds toward the
earth. The light travelled from right to left (approximately
west to east). After the 45 degree angl escent, the light
exploded and looked like a huge flame. ﬁdoes not remember
smoke but advised there must have been. e explosion descended
out of sight behind trees in the distance. A co seconds
later she heard a thunder-like rumbling sound. ﬁadvised

e incident occurred approximately five conds.
advised that she is leaving for Greece on Tuesday, July
, 6.

Social Sec

—rere
BTSN I

Imvestigation on 07/ 19/ 96 At Remsenburgg, ,f'l\!ew =V,YQrk /\\ \—: Con ONRED o | 2
fes Z253A-NY-259028 - v ( X' }\ AUG 281996
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Social
Boca
provided the following

Date of Birth (DOB
Security Number

Raton, Florida, telephone
information:

has en staying at gthampton,
New York, * fiance
brought the incident to his attention. He was sitting a

dining room table then turned south to look toward the water.
dobserved a red/orangish column to the east of his

position. The column feel frim the sky trailed by black smoke.

Shortly after the descent, heard three (3) booms. The
first boom was louder that the last two booms. When the booms
occurred, was on an outside deck and felt the vibrations.
advised that the fire descended in ten to twelve (10 to
seconds. Shortly, after the descent, a rotary, military

type, green helicopter flew over the house in a southerly
direction.

N
265A-NY-259028-suB(C [
ﬁ&??ihiﬁ% INDEXED, ‘
R L) FILED
MAL 2 5 1997
FBt — NEW YORK
B DY 2 Al W -
\\/dumymmon 07/19/96 at Westhampton, New York - -
Files4 265A-NY-259028 -
SA CHARLES J. RUSSE ‘
by SA STEVEN A. BONGARDT :hrg) Dawdicmed 07/23/96
osos” ’
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Date of transcription 7/20/96

was interviewed at her residence,

senburg, New York. Also present was her husban!

After being advised of the identities of the
interviewing adents and the nature of the interview, -
provided the following information:

The evening of July 17, 1996, ”was at the SWORD
FISH CLUB in West Hampton Beach with her husband and family. At
about 8:30 P.M., ﬁ heard an explosion, and turned her
attention directly south into the Atlantic Ocean. saw
two fiery flames descending into the ocean. could not
estimate how far out the explosion was. She followed the flames
into the water, and then they disappeared.

” did not see anything ascend from the ground.
About half an hour after the explosion,- saw a lot of
N lights indicating activity on the water.

%,

Ivesigwionon ~ 7/19/96 . a,___Remsenburg, New York e 2w l8-SUB

File # 265A-NY-259028 SRl i
gl reo s
w¥>SA GREGORY J. O L/MAM Dacdicmed  7/20/96 | S 2 4luvo IG

SR JAMES J. ROTHE;]
o780
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On July 19, 1996, the following investigation was
conducted by Special Agent STACY R. DIAMOND of the New York
Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Investigator
JOHN P. KEARY, New York State Police at Westhampton, New York.

Date of Birth
Manhasset, New York, telephone
a ternatem Westhampton, New York,

telephone indicated she was eating dinner at the
Westhampton Yacht Squadron on July 17, 1996. She saw an orange-
blue light in the sky going down. It was the shape of an upside
down pear.

-
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Date of transcription 08/0¢/96

shirle York
(NY), telephone Date of Birth
was advised of the identities of the interviewing agents an

e
nature of the interview. She then provided the following
information: ‘

s sitting on the deck of a neighbor’s house on
the lagooiail She was looking over the water
and saw what fooked like a tch, she heard a noise and then saw

an explosion.

- stated she saw a streak rising into the sky at
an angle curving a little to the west. She saw it rise for about
two seconds. It made a slight arc then she lost sight for about
one second, then saw an explosion. The streak was the color of a
match flame. She did not see any smoke. bstated the
explosion sounded like a loud firework, almost as loud as an M-80

going off. mheard one boom sound. The explosion was a
huge ball which dropped down to the horizon slowly.

_pointed out the Ranger house on Smith State
Park, which is the direction she was looking. Just slightly to
the left of the Ranger house is another house with a reddish
roof, which has a cluster of trees to the left of it (this is a
camp area with campers parked in the area). It was over this
house which the object appeared to be when it rose into the sky.
The sun was almost directly behind her at the time she was
looking out over the water.

423

265A-NY-250028-5U8 %
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Dot of wanacrigtion _7/23/97

1
), was CoO
Shirley, New York,

of the identities o
the interview.

e 1nterviewing ag
then provided the following inf

on 7/17/96 as sitting on the back deck of her
neighbor, phonetic), house at
with her husband (then fiancé),
last name unknown) an wo children
an and her fiancé arrived at
at approximately 7:30 p.m. The group sat at a table on a
screened in deck of?ouse which overlooked the canal.
The horizon to the sou was the Smith Point Park trailer park.

could not see the ocean. stated that the weather
was clear and the visibility good.

QCould not recall specifically the time but
advised that at some time after dinner and before 9:00 p.m., she
was looking out at the water in the direction of the trailer park
when she observed a lighted object in the sky above the trailers.
The object reminded fJjjjJ» of a lighte@ match head, blue and
orange in color. It was brighter at its head and faded towards
its tail. It had no defined shape and there was no smoke

accompanying it. The object was the relative size of a half
dollar coin.

For approximately ten seconds, P observed the
object traveling in an arc from her lower right to upper left.
The object disappeared for approximately one second and then

observed a large explosion in the same area where the
object had disappeared. The explosion was very bright but /Al
could look directly at it. The explosion looked like fire and
was colored orange, red and yellow. The explosion was a large
round mass that expanded outward to approximately four times the

size of the sun in the sky. The expansion was larger in width
then in height.

After a few seconds, the explosion mass separated into
two large “flame-like" pieces and a number of smaller pieces, and
began to fall. Of the two larger pieces, the piece on the right

Investigation on 7/721/97 a Shirley, NY

Flo# 265A-NY-259028 L 1~ (1Y Ducdicwed  7/23/97

SA JENNIFER A. LEONARD
by _ SA BRADLEY S. MORRISON
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was slightly larger then the piece on the left. The smaller
pieces resembled the shape and motion of large raindrops. All of
the pieces fell straight down at a constant speed and Aismappie
behind the trailer park at the same time. There was no SEORe
surrounding the pieces. The amount of time from the initial
explosion to the objects disappearing behind the trailer park was
approximately six to ten seconds.

Pdid not hear any sounds accompanying or -
following the event. She iid not see anything unusual other then
the event. At the time, thought she had witnessed a
propane tank in the trailer park explode. She heard about t
Trans World Airlines Flight 800 crash later that evening.
does not wear or require prescription eyeglasses. She was not
under the influence of any substance on July 17, 1996.

Following the interview was escorted by the

interviewing agents to Standing on the top step
of the deck where she had witnessed the event, bheld a
ruler given to her by the interviewing agents straight up and
down at arms length, placed her thumb on the three inch mark and
aligned it with the horizon. With the:bne inch mark closest to
the ground, she advised the event started approximately at the
four inch mark and reached it maximum altitude where it exploded,
at the seven inch mark. The explosion covered more than half of
the length of the trailer park visible from the deck.
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Date of transcription 7/25/96
, Floral Park, New
York, ) was

contacted and advised o
as well as the nature of the interview.
following information:

the identity of the interviewing agent,
provided the

On July 17,1996 around dusk time,Hwas camping at
Smith Point Park and witnessed what appeared to be a "flare" rise
abc.e the horizon over the water. This flare was "red-orange" in
color and had initiated from the east in an upward diagonal
trajectory. The flare disappeared and seconds later a "wide
area" of the sky was filled with "something" descending on fire
resembling a "white bright star."

later learned from the news about the TWA crash.

on July 25, 1996, (i decided to contact the Federal Bureau of
Investigation to report what she witnessed.

265A-NY-259028-SUB. . -

Y

A~ o
i
o - S
Investigation on 7/25/96 at Floral Park, New York (telephonieally) = . __j
Fleg 265A-NY-259028
Z
by SA LUIS OCTAVIO EABRERA Date dicuted _7/25/96
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Date of transcription 7/30/96

advised of the nature of this investigatl ntity of

the interviewing Agent. She provided the following information:

On July 17, 1996, at about 8:35 - 8:40 PM,’nd
her three children were in the parking lot of PAISLEY’
RESTAURANT, 9 Oceanview Drive, Mastic Beach, New York, (516) 281-
7453. as looking for an ocean background for the family’s

Christmas card. This location looks out over the Great South
Bay.

'hen noticed what she thought were fireworks in
the southeastU sky, out beyond Fire Island over the Atlantic

Ocean. It appeared to start halfway up in the sky. She said to
her children "Hey guys look at the fireworks.!" A ball of flames
burst above where she saw the rocket. A smaller ball of flames
fell from the larger one and sparks and flames rained down toward
the water. This all took about ten to twelve seconds. The ball
of flames appeared to be suspended in tie sky for a second or two
then it fell. There was lots of blue smoke. She then said to
her children "Only one firework. Oh, no more. Let’s go."

She measured the height of the fireball in the sky by
placing the edge of her hand on the horizon. She then placed her
fingers one on top of the other until she reached the apparent
spot in the sky where the fireball was. It was six fingers high
in the sky. She knows the direction precisely. There is an
island southeast of PAISLEY'’s known as Beer Can Island. The
rocket appeared to be directly over yet beyond that island.

Beach, New York, = j

Imvesuganen on 7/25/96 at Mastic Beadyyl®4 YORK
V. oToor -~
Iile = Z55A-NY-259028 L e -
SA KEVIN¢MATHIESONZ ™ - G 281996
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Date of transcription 7/26/96

Patchogue, New York,
telephone ate of BRirt was
advised o e identity of the interviewing agent and the nature

of the interview, and provided the following information:

QStated she went to the Smith Point beach with two
of her friends, and (would not provide
further information regarding them), at approximately 8:10 pm,
with a 4-wheel drive vehicle. She stated she saw fire in the air
at about 8:40 pm and it falling into the water. She stated she
thought it was a flare and nothing elge. She stated she did not
see anything going up into the sky. @#stated she did not
notice any boats in the water or anyone else around where she
was. She described her location as being at the end of Sandy
Point where the nature trail is and where fisherman fish.

265A-NY-250028-SUB~( C | -
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New York 1

oluntarily provide e fo

was at a party on the of DOCKERH " P
. RESTAURAN BAR on July 17, 1996. as on a flo&ting
dock, facing the bay when she saw wha eared to be a "shooting -

star". The object was moving from West to East. The object was
white in color and_ turned orange like a flare. The object then
turned into a fountain type of firework. The object stayed
illuminated and fell out of sight. She shortly after heard a
boom and felt a shock wave.

- o g p ;
5
\__ Investigstionon _7/24/96 o Hampton Beach, New York / /Z%\
File # 265A=NY=259028 ~ ( )( )
N1/ K .
by SA TIMOTHY J. DELANEY/axh Date dictated 4 :
1242
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other. The lower orange ball was longer.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 7/21/96

, Date of Birth (DOB)
Jersey, home telephone

’

, was contacted by the interviewing agent.
After belng advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and
the nature of the interview, BAILIN provided the following

information: _

had dropped off their daughler at a concert at Jones Beach State
Park. They then went for a drive and decided to stop at
Bellport, New York. They went down to the dock across from the
Bellport Yacht Club, which is at the end of Bellport Lane in
Bellport. .

Then at approximately 8:35 p.m., they happened to look
was over the
said that the
seconds to two (2)

orange balls may have lasted anywhere from
minutes.

minutes. said that it was dusk, almost fully dark and
very hazy.

, As ;he*s were watching the orange balls they
noticed tw:s on Fire Island go out for about two (2)

said that the Bellport Yacht Club was having a

social func!!on and that a number of people als> saw the orange
balls. He said that Fire Island obscured his view of the ocean

and that the-i uld be about three (3) miles closer to the
orange balls. left the dock about ten minutes after
nge ba o

seeing the ora S.

265A-NY-259028-SUB ceC

\___Avestigation on 7/18/96 at Morristown New Jersey '(telephbnicallY). o 1/4

“bies 265A-NY-259028 - Sub 302

511

9%

PR PN

O

PrLs &

by SA Andrew S. Marshall Date dictated 7/18/96

_ This document conrains neither recommendations nor conclusions of tie FBL It is the properry of the FBI and is loaned to vaur avency:



.. o ponz2z21 " gq

063; MﬁI 01893
FBINY
\nﬁ?BINY #0027 2012114
ZNR UUUUU
0 192109Z JUL 96
FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028) (P) (RAPID START) (I-46)
TO FBI NEWARK/IMMEDIATE/
BT
UNCLAS
CITE: //3540//

SUBJECT: UNSUB; EXPLOSION OF ®WA FLIGHT 800; JULY 17, 1996;
\

AOT - IT - EOD; OO:NY.

ON JULY 19, 199

"
CONTACTED THE OFFICES OF

THE NEWARK FBI REGARDING TWA FLIGHT 800. -ADVISED THAT

ON JULY 17, 1996 AT APPROXIMATELY 8:30 PM, HE AND OTHERS,
WHILE AT THE BELL PORT NY YACHT CLUB, HAD OBSERVED TWO [\
7

SEPARATE ORANGE FLASHES THAT SEEMED TO TOUCH EACH OTHER.

LEAD: @

NEWARK DIVISION AT MORRISTOWN, NJ: “, {5
0/'\}‘ ‘u\D

o3/2



PMWQ DE FBINY 0027 UNCLAS
CONTACT AND INTERVIEW DAVID BAILIN, 10 WASHINGTON VALLEY

(™D

70
L0

\\//5 MORRISTOWN, NJ, TELEPHONE NUMBER (201) 267-4283,
REGARDING THE SPECIFIC OF HIS OBSERVATIONS ON JULY 17, 1996.
BT

#0027
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 7/19/96

on 7/17/96 of the New York Air
National Guard (ANG), stationed at i

West Hampton Beach, NY, provided the attached interview summary
to DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT.

SEARCHE, W Cz
AL
TN

JUL ¢

FHI — =,
\,_

Investigationon 7/18/96 at West Hampton Beach, NY

File # 265A-NY-259028 P
LA

DET. WAYNE T. PARO
by DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT Date dictated 7/19/96

/P35 This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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\__, 18 July 1996 INTERVIEW WITH GRS
@I CONCERNING THA FLIGHT 800. TAKEN BY FAA INSPECTOR

FSDO 13

AT APPROXTMATBLY 2030 LocAl Tive W » veveer oF THR AIR &7
NATIONAL GUARD, WHO WAS STANDING ON THE GROUND AT GABRESKI FIELD
NOTICED A RED OBJECT PALLING OUT OF THE SKY (THIS OBJECT WAS POSSIBLY ON
FIRE BUT FLAMES COULD NOT BE DISCERNED DUE TO HIGH ALTITUDR.) THE OBJECT
ON AN ESTIMATED 50 DEGREE TRAJECTORY MOVING WEST TO KAST. MR.
WATCHED THE OBJECT FALL FOR ABOUY 5-8 SECONDS WHEN IT BURST INTO
A LARGE SWATCH OP PLAMES. THIS WAS A SUDDEN EVENT, NO SOUND OF AN
ExpLOSION WAS HEArp By MR WHEN THE OBJECT SUDDRNLY BURST INTO
FLAMES IT WAS AT AN ANGLE OF APPROXIMATELY 40 DEGREES ABOVE THE HORIZON
witH MR AQJJNFACING SSW APPROXIMATELY 11NM FROM THE MAIN AREA OF

DEBRIS.
&7 AV 1
HH60 FLIGHT ENGINEER AND-A HH60 PILOT

WERE FLYING AT AN ALTITUDE OF APPROXIMATELY 300 FERET AT THE oF
RUNWAY 24 AT GABRESKI AIRPORT. THEY WITNESSED WHAT APPEARED TO BE A
LARGE SECTION OF DEBRIS (POSSIBLY A SECTION OF WING BOX AND FUSRLAGR)
ENGULFED IN FLAMES, FALLING VERTICALLY, SPIRALING WITH A CORKSCREW
SMOKETRAIL ABOVE. AS IT DESCENDED A LARGE PIECE ALSO ENGULFED IN FLAMES

\__BROKE OFF. BOTH STRUCK THE WATER AND SANK. THE HELICOPTER WAS ABOUT 7NN
FROM THE IMPACT POINT AND IMMEDIATELY PROCEEDED TO THE AREA.
APPROXINATELY 1NM FROM THE IMPACT POIN ICED DEBRIS, SOME OF
WHICH WAS ON FIRE, STILL RAINING DOWN RSTTMATES THAT THE
ALTITUDE OF THE LARGE PIECE OF FLAMING LDEBRIS NAS IKFIRST SPOTTED BY THEM
AT APPROXIMATELY 4-5000 FEET.

THE MAIN PIERCE OF DEBRIS APPARENTLY WAS BUBBLING UP FUEL WHICH IGNITED
ON THE SURFACE AND CAUSED A CIRCULAR AREA OF FLAMES APPROXIMATELY 200
FEET IN DIAMETER. THE FLAMES CONTINUED TO SPREAD AS MORE FUEL CAME TO
THE SURFACE. THERE WERE A FEW BODIES MOTICED IN THIS ARERA. APPROXIMATELY
50 FEET FROM THE BURNING ARRA OTICED A SECTION OF AIRCRAFT
POSSIBLY BELONGING TO THE TAIL SECTION. IT WAS WHITE WITH SOME RED
COLOR. THIS SECTION SANK APPROXIMATELY 1-2 MINUTES LATER AND WAS NOT ON
FIRE AT THE TIME. THE CO-ORDINATES OF THIS POSSIBLE RUDDER OR STAB
SECTION SANK AT WAS N40.39.0, WO07237.63. APPROXIMATELY 1/2 NM SOUTHWEST
OF THE FLAMING DEBRIS AREA AN ELONGATED AREA OF SMALL PIECKS Ok FLOATING
DEBRIS APPROXIMATELY 300 FEET IN LENGTH. THIS DEBRIS/NAS NOT ON FPIRR AND
CONSISTED OF STYROFOAM LIKk MATERIAL ALONG WITH FPPUSELAGE wWINDOW
SECTION. TN THE IMMED: TE AREA SURROUNDING AND AMOUMG THIS DKBR1: WdRE
ABOUT 20-30 BODIES. THESE BODIES SHOWED EVIDENCE OF HIGH IMPACT DAMAGE
WITH CLOTHING BLOWN OFF AND DISMEMBERMENT. NONE OF THE BODIES HAD LIFE
JACKETS ON. AT LBAST ONE AND POSSIBLY Tw. ..IRCRAPFT SLIDE RAFTS WERE ALSO

\—NOTICED NEAR THIS AKsA OF DEBRIS ONE WAS APPROXIMATELY HALF INFLATED AND
HAD 178 LIGHTS At IvATED.

aovenoun: 1, U - : A7 HOME APPKOXIMATELY 15 NM FROM THE é{?
CRASH S1TE AT APPhu. MATR 2028 LOCAL T FELT AND HEARD A MUFPLED _‘
EXPLOSTON WHICH RATTLED THE WT'™"! OF MY HOUSE AND WHICH I ASSUMED WAS A

SANTr BPAAM

/736
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 07/24/96

On July 20, 1996,
i3l Security Account Number:
Manorville, New York (NY) , was
interviewed by Agents FANNING and HUERTAS of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI). On July 26, 1996,Mwas contacted
for a routine follow-up interview by Agent and New York
Police Department Detective THOMAS CORRIGAN. provided
the following information:

— works as a full time Pararescue/EMT-I for the
New York Alir National Guard (NYANG currently at the rank of
M On July
17, 1996, he was involved in routine trainin se. At
approximately 8:05PM he executed a parachute jump from a HC-130
aircraft and landed at a drop zone north of the base. An HH60
helicopter was scheduled to pick him up for additional training.
At approximately 8:35PM to 8:40PM he was facing south towards the
ocean, when he saw an orange/red object descending rapidly out of
the sky. The object was moving d ward at a slight angle in an
eastbound direction, away from He turned to#
who was standing on the drop zone wi him and asked, id you
see that?" The object appeare i perfect circle which did
not change its shape or size. advised the object moved
like a meteor, falling from a height of eight thousand-nine
thousand feet (8,000’'-9,000'). described it as screaming
out of the sky. He watched it for five to six (5-6) seconds at
which point it exploded into a massive fireball in the sideways
direction. At that point he realized it was an airplane. The
object never changed shape or speed until it exploded. The plane

then fell out of his view and he observed black smoke rising. He i
did not hear any sound when the plane exploded.

The helicopter that was to pick up and
headed directly towards the explosion. Approximately one half
hour later the helicopter returned andﬁ and* entered
it and headed out to the crash site. pproximately forty (40) -
minutes later they found the wreckage and several bodies, which 3}

had drifted in a southwesterly direction from the area they were
initially located. A fishing trawler could be seen picking up

Investigauon on 07/20/96 at Westhampton , New York

Fle: 265A-NY-259028

SA JOSEPH P. FANNING
»w SA KURT B. HUERTA%‘ {KBH:amo) Date dictated
Ve
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bodies at this point. As no survivors were observed, no rescue
operations were undertaken.
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Date of transcription 7/23/96

was
orth Shirley,

*Date of Birth:
interviewed at his residence,

New York, telephone number
P. KEARY, New York State Police, and Special Agent WILLIAM HANSEN
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. was advised of the
identities of the interviewers and that the interview concerned
details he might have. concerning TWA Flight 800 which crashed on
Julv 17, 1996. - thereafter, provided the following:

Fadvised that on July 17, 1996 at approximatel
7:30 p.m., he and his two friends, andH
nad arrived at the "fishing dock" which was located at the end o

Union Avenue, Center Moriches, New York. This investigator notes
that this pier is located in the vicinity of the Moriches Yacht

. Club. At about 8:30 p.m., he and his friends were fishing off

\—_~- the south side of the dock facing south, looking over Moriches
Bay. He stated that all of a sudden he observed a red light
moving up into the air. This flare traveled in the air for what
he estimated was 30 seconds. He stated that this red flare was
moving in an irregular type arc. He felt this red flare was
trying to follow something. He did not note whether the flare
left a smoke trail. The red flare then suddenly turned into a
huge ball of flame and fell in two pieces. Upon providing
with a Hagstram Map, he ipgfcated that the red flare emanated
from gigproximately two mile$to Wie southeast. It is noted that
this -a®e is within Moriches Bay, about two miles west of Moriches
Inlet, in the vicinity of a small island just north of the
barrier beach. He stated that he thought he saw ag white boat in
the vicinity of this area. He described this boat’Mas being
white in color, about 22 feet long, and had a long "nose" on it.
The white boat subseiuently left the area, traveling east until

it was out of line of sight. He stated that the flare
traveled on a slightly southeasterly track until the fireball
occurred. estimated that the flare traveled 10 miles
before it turned into a fireball. @i} stated that the fireball
fell in two pieces and that after it hit the water he saw the
flames.

SV

by Investigator MICHMEL Jth~

\‘ﬁ%mymnm 7/20/96 a North Shirley, New York

Files 265A-NY-259028 3%{__@@4, ol g

Inv. JOHN P. KEARY, NYSP/
vy SA WILLIAM HANS FBI/WH/emf Date dicated _7/20/96

O6/E R
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 7/22/96

S ::tc of birth

Center Moriches, New York, 11934, home
telephone number worked telephone number P
D rager number was advised of the identiii of

the interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview.
then furnished the following information:

On July 17, 1996, he was having dinner at JOHN SCOTT's
Restaurant on Dune Road in West Hampton. He was having dinner
with his wife I and his friend
at

The restaurant is located three or four miles east of
Moriches Inlet on Dune Road. They were sitting outside on a deck
on the bay side of Dune Road.

At approximately 8:15 P.M. he locked up and saw a
reddish orange glowing ball. It appeared to be directly
overhead. It looked like the ball from a Roman candle. He saw
no falling debris at this point. He did not think it was a
plane. He tracked it for 15-20 seconds. It then exploded and
burst into flames. It broke into several pieces. He ran from
the restaurant on the bay side, across Dune Road, to the beach on
the ocean side.

There was a haze over the ocean so he could not see the
impact when the plane hit the water. He did hear two explosions
and felt the concussion in his chest.

He did not see anything else in the sky. The glowing
ball did not appear to be dropping when he saw it before the
explosion. He saw nothing leave from the ground. He did not see
any flames or smoke emitting from the glowing ball.

He had drank two beers before seeing this. His friend
and his wife §iiilipalsc saw this. He said it was not
like the Challenger explosion except for the trail of smoke after
the impact. He was facing due west when he was having dinner.

N

Investigationon ~ 7/18/96 at (telephonically)
-
ries 265A-NY-259028 — (L4 | -8 () g)
by SA .%rm L. SHEEHAN:MAM Dacdicared 7/22/96
G/
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ContiwationofFD-3020f_ .,on 7/18/96 , Page 2

The bay was on his right and the ocean on his left. The glowing
ball was travelling from his right to his left. It travelled
from mainland Long Island, across Moriches Bay, towards the
ocean. It travelled perpendicular to the coast, not parallel to
it. The glowing ball bore no resemblance to a plane, it was just
a red dot. It did not appear to be 8,000 or 13,000 feet high.

oer2
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On July 25, 1996, at 7:15 p. m., Investigators
JOHN P. KEARY and EDWARD S ODYNIA

e following:

on July 17, ,996, at approximately 8:30 p.m., {JJJF
was at JOHN SCOTT'S STAURANT, Dune Road, Westhampton, New York.
He was seated at a table outside on the east side of the
building. _He was facing west. He stated that all of a sudden he
observed a reddish/orange object in the sky. This object was
first observed approximately 15 to 20 degrees off his right

‘ shoulder (slightly north). The object moved to the south and

AN when it was about 45 degrees above the horizon it burst into a
larger fire. jllPstated this occurred in the proximity of
pine trees which were to his south. He stated he heard two
explosions about fifteen seconds later.

Qstated he at first thought the incident
occurred abou ive or ten miles away, but now realizes it was
much farther. He stated that he did not see any smoke trail from

the small reddish/orange object. He stated that he did not see

anything ascend into the sky, just that the object moved parallel
to the horizon.

265A-NY-259028

/29
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Date of transcription 8/ 8) 96‘

etty Officer, United States Coast
(UscG) , provided the foll

information:

advised he was traveling southbo
Hazelwood Road in Westhampton Beach, New York (NY).
looking in a southwest direction on the night of July ' 96,
when he saw an explosion out over the water. He described it as

a mass of fire that geecended to the ground. He did not see any
other object in the sky.

S
NY. | S

SERRGHED
e v
/ - - - NOV 12199
i
\\/(nmumm oo 7/26/96 st East Moriches, New York
Fiie # 265A-NY-259028 N“* Y
SAs MICHELLE BRESN TIMOTHY LAUZON/ )
vy LAUREN GRANAT/ATF/pan Date dictated  7/26/96
/(P3

This docme-t mtnhs nd\hu rm-auuou nor meluhn of the FB]. It is the property of the FBI ul b lun‘u
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of traascription 8/8/96

the following information:

said after being initially interviewed by -
Special Agent TIMOTHY LAUZON, iremembered more facts about
the evening of July 17, 1996:

ajd-he was driving south on Rogers Road and
saw a firework/rocket go up from his car.

Maid the rocket was orange in color and had
fire comin ts tail. He realized it was not a firework but
a rocket.

N~ Psaid the rocket was "two fists in the air" or
9-10,000 feet.

F said the rocket probably came from the land,
not from the-boat in the water.

He saw the plane explode but saw only one explosion.
S :ia not hear the rocket or ‘he plane explode.

Said rocket was due south of Village Beach, traveling
in a southwest direction.

TC
Investigationon 7/26/96 at East Moriches, New York
File # 265A-NY-259028 '
SAs FREDERICK R. SCHMIED/ 7’% '
by-f¥LAUREN GRANAT/ATF/pan Date dictated  7/26/96

/{9¢
This document contains asither rocommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is leaned to yous
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of transcription 7/30/96
“ Holbrook, New York,
} was advised of the identity of the
interviewing investigator and advised as follows:
advised that on July 17, 1996, she was
traveling in her privately owned vehicle, at approximately 8:20
pm, on Veterans Memorial Highway (south) at the intersection of
Lakeland Avenue, when she observed an orange fire in the sky,
dropping to the horizon. The orange ball was mixed with a deep
red color.
N
" LAY Y.ZSSGA’]‘SUB Lc,
Investigation on 7/27/96 at Holbrook, New York 4 e
Fies 265A-NY-259028 6o
by sA LAUREN GRANAT:cam Date dicated 7/28/96 F{/
/976 ‘

Thin daniiwsncs o owas’
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of transcription 8/7/96
on July 21, 1996
Central Islip, New York, was
interviewed at SAILORS HA , Fire Island National Seashore, Long
Island, New York. After being advised of the identity of the
interviewing Agents and the nature of the interview,_
provided the following information:
On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 p.m. to
8:35 p.m., #w&s in his boat, approximately one hundred
meters off e shore of Green Creek, Long Island, New York,
heading north. looked behind him towards the south, and
saw a red-orange reball with a ta of flame going straight
down towards the Atlantic Ocean. lost sight of it near
\ the horizon. stated that he thought it was a meteor.
N
&... ”~e
5)0
265A-NY-259028-SUB=CC.
.2
SEARCH, INDEXED
SERIALI ILED
L= ¢
JAN 10 is97 )
——FBl = u:mgnh:
N
Investigationon _7/21/96 at Fire Island, New York

File # 265A~-NY-259028

- As CHRISTOPHER BRYCELAND/Z&
by #USAMUEL G. XRAMER/CB/dxa Date dictated 8/5/96
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 10/14/1996
To: New York Attn: ASAC George Andrew

From: Herman Ne
Lang Thowas F-

SA Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 8277

Herman Neil E
Lang Thomas F

Approved

Drafted By: Bongardt Steven A:sandcr/
Case ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending)
Title: UNSUB(S) ;

EXPLOSION' 8F TWA FLIGHT 800;

JULY 17, 1996;

AOT?IT-EID

Synopsis: Flare sightings plotting repoft of selected witnesses
on the night of July 17, 1996. .

~—/ Enclosures: One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter ,7ﬂﬁi’
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douglas S.

Matulewich, Suffolk County PoIice Department, Marine Bureau,

concerning witness flare sighting plots.

Details: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8:30 p.m.
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning
System (G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location
and plotted his results on a U.S. Department of Commerce, _
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353
in degrees magnetic. ‘

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his
final report and had provided the same following locations as the
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locat10n5°
| 2,5 \w 3590k~
1. LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North o ' o

NG 'LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North
LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West

2.2%?
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N . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of ﬁumbth 10/7 Lgs s 4

On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAM F.
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of S s
Investigation (FBI), obtained from Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS S.
MATULEWICH, of rfolk Coun p 2 _Department (SCPD)-Marin
Bureau, the below listed items all connected to a compass/m2 -
cNAYt rendering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding TRANS.
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. : A

This rendg;}ngwwas based upon FBI interviews done
between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had
observed a "flare-like" object rising up toward flight # 800,
just before it exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), approximately 8:31 PM, on the
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused
the destruction of flight # 800.

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion.

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had
made sightings while alone.

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight #
800, if, in fact one was. _

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH’sS rendering did allow for
the description of an area from which a missile could have been
launched, and which area might be .logically searched for either
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher.
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were:

\__/ Investigation on 10/7/96 at Great River, N.Y.

Fie# 265 A NY 259028 .
SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH | D
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA Date dictated 10/7/96
a28Y mﬂ ' _ ' .
This dochment contains neither r mendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and it¥ contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. -




<« >+ " To: New York From: Herman Neil E

265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996

: These locations have been used in providing possible
locations of a MANPAD launch tube or “stinger”’ eject motor for
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector o ap
Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be '

searched.

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. These
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained
from the U.S. Army for the U.S. “stinger” missile system. The
. Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful
modeling.

-t;t-ﬁ
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265 A NY 259028 | . o
Coatinuation of FD-302 of DEP, INSP. DOUGLAS MATULEWICH .on__10/7/96 _.Page__2 “HERY

1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and
suggests an area that should logically be searched.

2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) witnesses which
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at
the time of their sightings of a "flare-like" object rising up
toward flight # 800.

3. Seven (7), more detailed pages, setting forth the names of
the paired or individual witnesses; the names of the FBI agents
who interviewed themt*Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH’s actions upon
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude
r:adings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those
witnesses. ~ A

4. A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant
N/ intersection of those sightings.

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH,
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this
date. -

3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven

223s



- . COSGROVE
ROBERT J. GAFFNEY PELEL&%O”OS"SW

COUNTY EXECUTIVE

POLICE DEPARTMENT

September 18, 1996

SA Peter Casazza

SA William F. Lynch

SA  Paul Shea =~

Federal Bureau of Investigation
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South
Melville, NY 11747 V

Gentlemen:

On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort
to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye
witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from
which a missile was shot.

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations,
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like"
object rising immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800.
These locations are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude
(LONG). 1In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations.

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart
number 12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island
Light, published at Washington, D.C. by U.S. Department of
Commerce, Natlonal Oceanic and Atmospheric Admlnlstratlon

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030

hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to

scale) provided by Robert Doherty "of the~ Defense Intelligence

Agency {DIA). All of this information taken together indicate to
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot
down TWA flight 800 the "“shooter" would have had to been at one of
the following locations:

1. LAT 40°40.68'N TONG 072°40.66'W

2230
30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000



To: SA Peter Casazza  September 18, 1996
SA William F. Lynch - page 2
SA Paul Shea

2. LAT 40°39.19'N LONG 072°37.29'W

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for :
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The
possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains
on the ocean floor.

~c Sinpcerely

/2 ,</ WZJZZ&M,%

e Dougl S. Matulewith
Deputy Inspector
Commanding Officer
Marine Bureau

DSM: bm

Enclosures 8

‘;;lﬁf}



LAT 40°37.613'N
LONG 073°15.742'W
Hand held magnetic

LAT 40°40.961'N
LONG 073°00.221'W
Hand held magnetic

LAT 40°45.104'N
LONG 072°55.968'W
Hand held magnetic

LAT 40°45.745'N

LONG 072°46.573'W
Hand held magnetic
Hand held magnetic

LAT 40°48.172'N

LONG 072°45.321'W
Hand held magnetic
Hand held magnetic

LAT 40°49.187'N
LONG 072°39.003'W

Hand held magnetic

Hand held magnetic

TAT 40°50.295'N

TONG 072°28.526'W
Hand held magnetic
Hand held magnetic

2283

compass was 098°.

O -2/

compass was 110°.
compass was 124°.

!
S .

compass was 150°
compass was 155°.

4
e

compass was 152°.
compass was 160°.

U

compass was 185" .
compass was 187°.

J=Z7
4

compass was 2257,
compass was 2237 .



On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy °

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department
Marine Bureau, met with ?and #at the Fire
Island Coast Guard Station, Babylon, New .
Pand*\ad previously indicated that
they had observed a "flare-like" object rising over the ocean, on

the evenini of 7‘17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight

800. The were taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast
Guard Motor Life Boat #44341. The 'directed the boat
coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN ¢to e location of their
observations on 7/17/96.

When the ihdicated that CG 44341 was in the exact
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following :-readings as
indicated oh~ his -Garmin GPS 45: ‘'LAT 40°37.613'N, LONG
073°15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich
by the as the location of the observations in relationship
to the re Island Light House and the magnetic bearlng 1nd1cated

“— on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098°

3731
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On 7/29/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy - .. ..
Suffolk County Police Department

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH
Marine Bureau, met with —at Davis Park Marina,
Fire Island, New York. .
"had previously indicated that she had observed
a "flare-like" object rising over the ocean, on the evening of
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. #
”took D/I MATULEWICH to the location on the beach where

she made her observations on 7/17/96.

When indicated that she was in the exact
location she had occupied on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin
GPS 45: LAT 40°40.96&*N, LONG 073°00.221'W. From this location
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by was the
location of her observations in relationship to e beach and
water, and the magnetic bearing indicated on .D/I MATULEWICH'S hand
held magnetic compass was 110°.

2240
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEW County Police Department
Marine Bureau, met with at the Bellport Yacht,

Bellport, New York.

?had previously indicated that he had observed a
"flare~-li1ke" object rising over the ocean, on the evening of
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight #800.

returned to the exact seat and location that
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin
GPS 45: LAT 40°45.104'N, LONG 072°55.968'W. From this location
also indicated to D/I M{\TULE_WICH by _was the
location of his obserewt’ions, starting with an object with a red
glow, which rose from east to west. The position of the object
with the red glow in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was
indicated to ~D/I MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the
indicated bearlng on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass

was 124°

224\
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On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy '
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk 00un ice Department
Marine Bureau, met with at Great Gun
Beach Marina, Fire Islan aw Yor

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEW ' the
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by and
' were made from a boat approximately forty fee rom the

area as indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH.
From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS
MATULEWICH took the following readlngs as indicated on his Garmin
GPS 45: LAT 40°45.74%-N% LONG 072°46.573'W. rom this
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by andﬂ
was the location of the observations 1n relatlonshlp to e rest

room building—-and a flag pols.

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass
was 150°. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155°

daa
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On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, R j%%

Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWI olk Count lice
Department Marine Bureau, met with and at

Abbott's Hart's Cove Marina, East Moriches,

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATU that the
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by an
oat's slip.

were made from the dock behind their:

New York.

From e
indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH
took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin, GPS 45:

LAT 40°48.172'N, LONG 072°45.321'W. From this 1location also
was

indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by qand F

the location of the observations in relationship e end of the
dock, a Coast Guard Awwilary boat also docked on the dock, and to
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a reference point.

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 152°.

The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on the

N~ hand held magnetic compass was 160°.

2293
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On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI,

Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police ¥ -"#%%
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense

Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New
York. _ . :

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by were
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton Beac 1gh School.
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as
indicated on his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40°49.187'N, LONG 072°39.003'W.
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the
several telephone poles Which were used as a reference points.

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations
indicated on D/T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185°.
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187°.

Z X249
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Deputy Y

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULE Suffolk County Police Depa
Marine Bureau, met with andhatb AR L

Hampton Bays, New York.

rtment
ﬁspon_ded to Spellmans Marine and were taken out on- .

oat to the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to

eputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the obs i on
7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by and# )
were made from a boat as the boat entered the area just west of the
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. _

- From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as
indicated on his Garmin GPS _45: LAT 40°50.295'N, LONG 072°28.526"'W.
From this location a®¥5 indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by

as the location of the observations in relationship to the
stern of his own boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot Motor Life Boat
which was opefating in the area. :

Two observations were taken frommon 7/22/96,
observation #1 the magnetic bearing indicated on MATULEWICH'S

hand bearing compass was 225°. Observation #2 the magnetic bearing
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 223°.

indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the
direction of ~his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot
Boat which was operating in the area.

The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand
held magnetic compass was 223°. :
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcriptin _ 07/21/96

was 1lnterviewed on July 19, 1996 at TTS HARTS COVE MARINA, _

INC., 29 Maple Avenue, East Moriches, New York, 11940, telephone
number (516) 878-3700. After being advised of the identiii of .

the interviewing agents and thé nature of the interview,
‘provided the following information:

: Approxnnately 8:20 PM on July 17, 1996, Preturned_
to her s S HARTS COVE MARINA after boat with her
husband, in Moriches Bay. Soon thereafter, while

standlng on the dock next to her boat and looking south of her
position, she saw what appeared to be a flare rising through the
sky. The “flare” was already in mid-air when she first saw it,
she did not see it leave the ground. The flare had an orange
tail and was traveling south to southwest. She watched the
“flare” rise th _the air and then come down a little before
it exploded. did not see a plane before she saw the
explo e explosion occurred approximately ten seconds

i h
afterulrst saw the flare in the sky.

Fflrst realized that a plane had exploded when
she saw the plane break into two pieces as it fell straight to
the ground. From the position she was in at the time she saw the
explosion, she was able to point out in the sky the flare's
course of travel, as well as the point of the eventual exploslon.

?saw a large red barge named theqleavz.ng
the East Moriches Coast Guard Station at about 8:00 that

night, heading in a southerly direction.

-

Investigation an 07/19/96 © wEast Moriches, NY 265A-NY 259028-808-4
File 265A-NY 259028 R . S , Date dictated 07/21,'_ &L,
S — o 4

by W1111am Inzerlllou,Q e . - . SEP 191996 g

This document-conuin's neither re’commendation:’nor‘ eonqlqiielis of the FBL. 1t is the property of the EBIV. Ju Ionit ¥6
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The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent
WILLIAM INZERILLO, Special Agent WILLIAM F. LYNCH, Suffolk County
Marine Bureau Inspector DOUGLAS S. MATULEWICH, and Suffolk County
Marine Bureau Inspector VINCENT TERMINE on July 21, 1996:

N '
East Moriches, New M\ved
MATULEWICH where in the sky she saw a “flare” and “explosion” at

Wo  about 8:30 PM on July 17, 1996. MAUTULEWICH then used this
information to generate longitudinal and latitudinal coordinates
for what she saw that night.

MATULEWICH als K _from SA INZERILLO a chart prepared by
East Moriches, New York,
At approximately 8:30 PM on

531 July 17, 1996, claims to have seen a plane explocde in the
air. That night, nade a chart showing the coordinates of
what he saw in the sky. MATULEWICH took this chart so that he
could plot these coordinates on a chart he was generating.

N~
N
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Dake of transcription 6/29/97

On June 19, 1997

ast Moriches, New York,
After being advised of the identities
o e interv s and the nature of the interview,

SP-:ovided the following information:
On July 17, 1996,

and her husband”
docked their boat in their slip at ABBOTTS HARTS CO INA, 29
Maile Avenue, East Moriches, NY, at approximately 8:00 p.m. The

were returning from a forty minute boat ride in Moriches
ter they docked their boat, husband began washing
it. tood on the dock, facing south, talking to another
boater. advised that it was a clear evening and that the
sun was setting but that it was still light out when they arrived
back in the marina. Facing south, advised that she did not
have a direct view of the ocean due to a tree line.

Approximately 10 or 15 minutes after arriving back at
the marina, while standing on the dock facing south, b
observed what she thought wars a flare agcending in the sky. When
bflrst observed the object it was’already in the sky above
the tree line. She did not see it leave the ground.
advised that the object was orange, slightly more brilliant at
J its top. The object traveled from her iiit to right in a

straight line at a steep angle, which escribed as more
vertical than horizontal. The object did not leave a trail.

observed the object traveling for approximately
10 - 15 seconds when a laWBion occurred just abdve and to

the right of the object. ces not remember if the object
stopped or disappeared before the explosion but stated that she
lost sight of it due to the explosion. P stated that the
explosion was intense ge and red colors that expanded in a
ball shaped mass. ﬁadvised that if she compared the size
of the flare-like object to the width of a pencil, then the
explosion would be like the size of an apple comparatively.

-stated that the *ball” of orange and red broke
i 70 objects, and the two objects fell outward and down.
“advised that she had the impression that one piece was

' nvesigaonon  6/19/97 « East Moriches, NY

Fie# 265A-NY-259028 QU0 |7/t O Datc diced  6/29/97
Jenr-fer A. Leonard —

by _Bradley Morrison
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larger than the other, which she estimated to be a 40% and 60%
split of the original fire ball object, but she could not recall
which sized piece was on the left and which was on the right.

dvised that the two objects remained red and orange but
Jost their brilliance as they fell. /P stated that it took
less time for the objects to fall than it did for the flare-like
object to go up and reach its maximum altitude.

Approximately five seconds after the objects
disappeared from # view behind the tree line, she hearad a
loud boom which she described as sounding similar to an intensely
loud thunder rumble. P advised that she did not feel any

vibration accompanying the noise and that the noise seemed to
originate from the area where the objects disappeared.

wing the interview, the interviewing a ents
escorted b

to the ABBOTTS HARTS COVE MARINA.
jdentified the area where she was standing when she witnessed the

N event as being the slip row farthest east in the marina and the
second slip in from the marina house.
facing south, identified a serieg of pilings located in
the water at the end of the slip row. yadvised that the
entire event occurred in the sky above the pilings. Holding a
twelve inch ruler given to her by the interviewing agents
straight up and down at an arm's length away, the one inch mark
closest to the ground, she placed her thumb on the three inch
mark and aligned it with the horizon. CORRAO estimated that the
flare-like object first appeared at the six inch mark and the
explosion occurred approximately at the eight inch mark.

Standing in this location,

stated that she does not wear or require
prescription eyeglasses. She advised that she was not under the
influence of any substance when she witnessed the event.
advised that at no time while she was witnessing the even
she identify the object as an aircraft.

030
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On July 21, 1996

<

East Moriches, New
was advised of the ident L3
interviewing agents and the purpose of the interview"

furnlshed the following information:

on July 17, 1996, at 8:00 PM, ?d.tove to.
LILLY'S FISHING STATION, Adelalde Avenue, East Moriches
York, and parked ig.she parking lot to wait for a friend.
this tlme,bwas facing south watching the boats and;
in the water. At approximately 8:40 PM,

appeared to be a red flare begin its ascent above the

was stralght up for approx:.mately three (3) seconds and a
rate of speed and terminated in a bright white explosion at -an -
undetermined altitude and followed by a boom. After the
- explosion, ‘descrlbed a sheet of flames that fell towards ’
the water which turned to thick black smoke that also deacended ;
from the point of explosion and to his left (easterly). Aafter.

lost sight of the flames below the horizon, he heard foux
(4) booms,, A

. L I .

,adv:.sed that he thought the flames land
vicinity of Dune Road to his south ugh his estimate o
distance from him was 7-8 miles. wgtated that several
boats (not commercial) and jet ski’s were in the waker to his
front but he said that there was nothing unusual or peculiax.’

A reiterated that he did not see a point of origin of the

in the water and that it appeared to have originated at a o
distance halfway to the point of explosion. bstated that
the FLO was red in color but he was unable to describe any smoke
trail.

~— Invesngation on 07/21/96 at East Moriches, New York

Flk.)x§265A-NY-259028

A JOHN D. FETHIE:%E . \
A NATAL%ARISI rg Date dictated

Thu dmun\enl LOﬂlﬂlnS nelther recommendanons nor conchsions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBI and is R
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On June 18,
— was intervig
Moriches, New York,
purpose of the interview,
information:

then provided the followinq

Oon July 17, 1996, Pparked his vehicle at the end
of Adelaide Avenue facing riches Bay on the west side of SILLY
LILLY'S FISHING STATION. * could not recall at what time he
parked his vehicle but estimated that he arrived some time
between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. He remained seated in the driver's
seat of vehicle, writing a letter until some time after 9:00
p.m. could not recall where he had been prior to arriving

oriches Bay but advised that he had drank one or two beers.
ﬁadvised that he does not wear or require prescription eye
glasses.

stated that it was a clear evening and that he
could see Dune Road across the bay, stretching from his left
(east) to directly in front of him (south) and another land mass
jutting out into the water on his right (west). The Coast Guard

itiiion was visible to his left (east). The sun was not in
se

line of sight and advised that he thought it was
ing behind him, stated that there were a number of
small boats and jet skis in the bay. He did not see any unusual
boat traffic in the water or any unusual vehicles in the
vicinity.

stated that he did not remember exactly at what
time, but approximated that he had been sitting in his vehicle
for an hour when oked out towards the bay. While staring
out at the bay, “advised that he observed what he thought
was a red flare appear and ascend in the sky. advised that
his sight was fixed on the horizon when the object appeared and
that the object did not originate from the water line.
stated that the red flare-like object appeared to be moving
straight up at a steady, high rate of speed. He estimated that
the object was approximately two miles away from him.
stated that the object was round in shape and was glowing red.
The object was not trailed by smoke or any other matter.

\__~ lavestigation on 6/18/97 a East Moriches, NY
Fies 265A-NY-259028 CC (- b A A Datc diced ~ 6/20/97

by
/03

SA Jennifer A. Leonard
SA Bradley S. Morrison

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 10 your agency;

it and #a contents are not 1o be distributed outside vour agency.
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advised that'thérégfééﬂé shape, color and speed remained
constant for approximately four to five seconds.

At this time, t ject disappeared in an intense, .
bright white explosion. dvised that the explosion ' -
showered bright white sparkles, which he stated reminded him of
fireworks, moving in an umbrella pattern from a central point
outward in all directions and falling downwards. The sparkles
were ali iii same bright white color and no smoke accompanied

themn. estimated that the white sparkle shower las for
one to two seconds. Then for approximately one second aiad
not see anything until, starting in the same location as the
bottom of the sparkle shower, sheets of orange and yellow flames,
triangular shape, began to fall in a diagonal direction from
right to left. The falling flames lasted for
approximately six seconds and faded.

the flames disappeared, stated that he saw a black object,
approximately the same slze as the flare-like object but non-
descript in shape, begin to fall diagonally from right to left.
The black object fell for approximately, six seconds before it
disappeared from iew behind the land line of Dune Road
on the horizon. en the object was approximately one-sixth of
the distance from where it initiatei to where it disappeared from

At the same tiii as and from the same location where

view behind the horizon, advised that he had the
impression that a small piece of e object separated from the
right of the original object and traveled beside the larger,
original object.

The biack ocbject was trailed by dark black swirling smoke

which stated was dense and could not be seen through. The
smoke traill width was slightly larger in dimension_than the black
object. After the black object disappeared from qview,
the smoke lingered above the horizon line for approximately ten
seconds and faded from the top to the bottom of its mass.

Approximately two seconds after the black object
disappeared from Pview, he heard a loud boom which he
described as a hollow echo sound, similar to an M-80 explosion or
a shotgun firing at a 100 foot distance. [JJJJ advised that the
sound originated from the direction of the water where the black
object had disappeared and while the black smoke was still

so0zy
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eard a second, similar in sound and direction to the
rst, and then approximately one second after the second boom,

he third boom, identical to the first and second
booms. stated that he did not feel any vibrations
accompanying the booms and that he thought the noise was very
loud but not close to his location.

liniering above the horizon. Two seconds after the first boom,

owing the interview, the interviewing agents
escorted to the location where he was parked on Adelaide
Avenue when he witnessed the event. ﬂidentified a "Dead
End” sign located at the end of Adelaide Avenue, north of
Moriches Bay. ’stated that from his location in his
vehicle, the event occurred in his line of sight approximately
three feet higher that the top right hand corner of the sign.
identified a series of buoys that are stationed at
intervals from the end of Adelaide Avenue and positioned out into
the bay. Qadvised that the event occurred straight above
. the buoy second closest to Adelaide Avenue.

lding a ruler given to him by the interviewing
agents, stood in the approximate location where his vehicle
was when he witnessed the event. pheld the twelve inch
ruler straight up and down an arm's length away, the one inch
mark pointed closest to the ground. He placed his thumb on the
two and a half inch mark and aligned it with the horizon.

advised that the highest point of the event occurred
approximately at the end of the ruler or the twelve inch mark.

/025~
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

/

Date of iranscription 08/08/96

y,.. Wag adyised of the
identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the
interview. provided/the following information:

resides 3 Hampton Bays,
New _York 11346, *
is employed at S. H. BRICK AND TI 1540 North Highway, Sou

Hampton, NY, | . -

was akt a political fundraising event on the
night of July 17, 1996, /being held at DOCKER’S RESTAURANT,
Hampton Bays, NY. and his wife had left the fundraiser
and were walking on a small dock next to the restaurant when
wife told her husband to look at a shooting star in
the sky to the southwest of the restaurant. saw a small
orange ball that looked like a boat flare. The orange ball grew
much larger andbgecame an oblong ball of flames that fell from
the sky. The ball of flames was’much brighter than the
orange ball had been. After the flames fell below the dune-line.
heard two bangs that sounded like fireworks in the

distance.

215

e b NV-gEeungey CC
Investigationon 7/25/96 at Hampton Bays, New York
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Date of transcription 7/23/96

irthm, work address
, New York, New York, dillep

, was interviewed at his place of employment by Special
PARISI of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) . was advised of the identities of the
interviewing agent and provided the following information:

7 On Wednesday, July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM,
—was fishi his 17 foot boat in the Moriches inlet.

While fishing observed a gre white flare in the
sky, arching from south to north. was facing south east

at the time. H n noticed the are turn into a shower of

yellow fire. advised that the flare lasted about 10

seconds. The ye w fire then fell to the ocean. then
re

heard a low rumbling coming from the direction of the

265A-NY-259028-5UB &¢-3
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\/, Inve‘sngalﬁm on - 7./22/96 .ot New Ycrk, New York

2146 '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 07/27/1996

Oon 07/24/1996,
Apprentice/Officer Candi
Coast Guard C
MIO, SSN:

York, New York, Telephone:
Special Agent CHRISTOPHER M. nvestigator ED

KARASEIWICZ who identified themselves and the purpose of the
interview.

Seaman’s
e, temporarily assigned to the U.S.
permanently assigned to Battery Park

During the interview,
information: .

stated that he was on the starboard side
bridge of when he the Caption and the X-O to a
flame in the alr. At first thought the flame might have

been from a National Guard

rovided the following

as approximately 20 miles form the cras e.

are exercise that was bei
conducted in the area. After first spotti flamesm
fiiiiwed them from the sky to the water. state at the

stated that the had stopped approximately
4 to 5 boa w e it was out to sea. Most of the boats in the
area were fishing boats.

stated that, when the!finally arrived. at
the crash site, fishj oats in the area had already begun to

set off flares. viewed t he believed to be the escape
chute from the downed airplane. stated that the?
traveled at approximately 30 knots an ook approximately 3 :

minutes to reach the crash sice.

' vmcould not recall any other details or provide
any further ation regarding this matter.

RS

v o3
Investigationon ~ 07/24/1996 a  Sandy Hook, New Jersey . - o
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File # 265A“NY'259028 5(/(] (1”'3 . ‘ e S,
'SA Christopher M. Pielota Date dictaed - 07/27/19%6 spi -
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