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Date of transcription 7/25/96 

Date of B B  
ogue, New York, w s a vised of 

1 en ity of the interv' e purpose of the 
interview. Thereafter, m z r z v i d e d  the following 
information: 

At approximately 8:30 PM on July 17, 
in the backyard of his house facing southeast. 

firework launch up into 
the treeline. 
house 
which 

advised that there is a lake'behind his 
beyond the lake. This Itfireworkti, 

further described as a bright yellowish/orange 
then began to desc ost towards 

direction. 

a firework, 
stated that the 

If controlledii explosion, which then ttdrippedii downward. 
did not hear anything following the explosion. 
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/ Date of transcription 09/23/97 

information: 

t On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30pm, 
was standing in his backyard looking in an easterly direc ion 
over the la 
attention. 

attention. 

is backyard when a light in the sky caught his 
stated that the sky was dark and that there 

was no moon sky and that the light really caught his 

thought this light was a firework in the sky on 
an approxima e magnetic bearing from him of 144 degrees. 
thought this to be strange because although he is accustomed to 
seeing fireworks over the lake, they are usually not from that 
direction. 
vertical, for about 5 seconds, to a point where it turned into a 
large red and orange blob of light. 
wiggle while it ascended. 
He noticed several pieces of light fall cjpwn with one piece that 
was bigger than the rest fall just to the left (East), of the 
other pieces. 

He 

The light ascended vertically or just left of 

The light did not waver or 
It seemed to go in a straight line. 

held a ruler at arms length with the bottom of 
surface of the lake at the far end. He stated 

that: 
- The tops of the trees were at approximately 2 
inches on the ruler. 

. .  
- To the point where he first saw the light in the sky 
was approximately 3 inches. 

- The point where the light stopped ascending and 
turned into a giant blob of red and orange light was 
5 inches. 

did not hear any sounds or see a smoke trail 
light. The entire sequence took 

L/*nvestigation on O 9 / 2 3 / 9 7 at New York, NY 

File# 265A-NY-259028- @cf 459  ' Dale dictated N/A 
SA CHRIS T. VOSS, FBI 

by SA ROBERT V. DESANTIS, FBI 
0 9 7 1  

This document contrLu neither recommmdations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ~tgcy; 

it and its contents UT not 10 be distributed ouulde your agency. 
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Continuation of FD-302 of 

approximately 15 seconds from when h 
where he lost it below the horizon. 
in his mind the sequence of events a 
The timing for his two tests were 15 seconds and 14 seconds. 

noticed the light to 
was asked to simulate 
imed for  accuracy. 

did not see any other planes that night. While 
interviewing 6 t e witness, it should be noted that the agents 
noticed the landing lights of a plane in the exact spot where 
-stated he saw the light. 

does not wear glasses. His vision is 2 0 / 2 0 .  
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The following investigation was conducted by 

Investigator JOHN P. KEARY of the New York State Police 
Department on July 26, 1996: 

On July 26, 1996, at approximately 3:30  m. _ - -  

ricnes, NY and stated the foglowing: 

pm, she was at 

facing 
She stated she was 

On July 17, 1996, at a 
the yacht club with her husband, 

when her husband said, "did you see that?" 

horizon past the dunes on the barrier island. 
three explosions followed by a big cloud. 
fireball fell behind a large group of bushes/trees on the barrier 
island (several mils across the bay). 
original ball of fire was first observed about 30 degrees above 
her horizon. 

standing near the picnic tables 

looked up into the southeastern sky and observed a 
fire. She stated this ball of fire dropped below the 

She then heard 
She stated the 

She estimated that the 

-stated that this event occurred about ten 
miles away and she did not see anything ascending into the sky. 

- . 
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Date of transcription 7/22/96 

Interview. 

-was on the 8:15 P.M. ferry from Patchogue to 
3avis Park, Fire Island, New York, on Wednesday, July 17, 1996. 
At approximately 8:45 P.M. while facing an eastern direction 

After the explosion, objects were saw a huge explosion. 
from the sky. While some of the objects were 

I falling they began to shoot in an upward direction. 
described the explosion as being a fountain of flames. 
approximately 30 seconds for all the objects to fall below the 
horizon. 
'1s the beach. 

t took 

The explosion gave the appearance of being very close 

furnished the followin name as a witness to the 
3xpl SS I C Z  I- -j address unknown. 

F.!? = 2 s'5A-XY - 2  5 902  8 u 

/ 789 
Thi, document contains neither recommcndarmns nor conclusions of the FBI It IS the property of the FBI a d  IS 

. i.iJ i t \  L k m r . n t b  are nct IC he disrnbutcd outside !our agency. 
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On July 27, 1996, Detective DANNY CALEMINE and 

On July 17, 1996,- was traveling on the 8:15 p.m. 
Park, New York, with 

were sitting on the to 
through the trip, P 

noticed a bright light flare type pattern shoot up into the sky 
from the waters about two miles east of her location. A t  this 
point, -stated there was a big fiery colored explosion that 
took an oval shape and then ascended into a column form, which 
fell straight down into the water. 
sunk into the water,-stated there was a period of about 
five seconds in which she saw a fountain of fire shooting from 
the water. 
incident because 

Once the column of flames 

stated she did not hear anything during this 
he ferry engine's were extremely loud. 
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Date of tranralptiom 7 / 2  1/96 

-as a t  the 

Between 8:30 and 8:45 PM -was staring out into the 
Atlantic OcGan due south. She saw a r 
flare, with a smokey white stream following it, shoot up from the 
horizon. She could not tell if it originated from either Dune 
Road or the ocean. 
for about two or three seconds. Suddenly, the red flare expanded 
into a much larger fireball. There was no sound heard at this 
point. Then a red flame funneled down from the fireball, and 
descended downward when a second, much larger fireball erupted. 
This largerfireball then split into two smokey trails which 
continued to descent downward and away from each other beyond 
Dune Road into the ocean. 

light, like a boat 

The red flare went straight up into the sky ‘u 

Investigation bn 

/ r z t  
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclosbni of the FBI. It b the property of the FBI u 
it and its conteats are no1 lo be distributed outride Your LI-Cy. 
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On June 25, 199 

ntity of the interviewing 
agents and the nature of the interview, she provided the 
following information: 

On the evening of d Airlines (TWA) Plight 
800 crash, -her husband, 

Remsenberg, New York, for dinner at approximately 5:30 PM. 

time during dusk, after they had eaten dinner, she was standing 

and their children 
went to the WESTHAMPTON Avenue, 

could not recall specifically the time but advised that at 

-(her brother-in-law) and 
as facing south, watching the children 
when she glanced up to the sky and 

observed an object that looked like a flare, traveling straight 
upwards. 

“flare” as an orange ball followed 
watched the object travel, unchanged in 

one second, at the end of which was 
not see the flare after the 
the highest point of the event. 

d From the explosion, a small fireball, which 
described as a round orange object, expanded and fell 
trailed by a funnel of gray-black smoke. 
fell a quarter of the total height from the explosion to the 
horizon. 

While the sparkles were present, the fireball object appeared to 
stop moving. 

ownward, 
The fireball object 

for approximately one second after the 
shoot off in all directions from 

sparkles reminded her of fireworks. 

Invdgationon 6/25/97,7/9/97 ,,t Westhampton, NY 
W 

Fde # 2 65A-NY -2 59 02 8 623 Datedictlld 7/7/97 
SA Jennifer A. Leonard 

by SA Bradley S. Morrison 
/o 2l f ‘  

lhir documea coataim neither ~locommendrtio~~ nor conclurionr of the FBI. It is tho p q o q  oftho FBI ud i s  M (0 your- 
it .ad its conteas am not to be diuibukd oulride your agemy. 
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Of FD-302 d ,a 6/25/97 .ht. a 
os were followed approximately 0119 amzond 

er than the first, Waiub oQy)3TJib 
described the second 

a huge explosio 
view of the sky. 

From this explosion there were a few trails of grayish 
down and outward from each other. The trails r 

fireball outward in a l l  d 

of those seen from the falling pieces of the Space Shuttle 
The smoke trails continued to spiral downward for a 

couple of seco 
Dune Road. &saw no objects falling with the smoke trails. 

The time from seeing the flare until the smoke trails 
disappeared was approximately ten seconds. 
aligned above a lone building on the strip of land (Dune Road) to 
the south across the bay. 

until they disappeared at the horizon behind 

The entire event was 

A second or two after the smoke trails disappeared, 
felt the earth rumble and heard the distance. A 

heard two or 
three more sounds of thunder in the instances 

of seconds after the first rumble, 

but -could not remember of noise was louder than the others, 
which one. 
the explosion. 

southern s y, the weather was clear with good visibility, and the 

*except for the described event, saw nothing unusual. 
not under the influence of any substances. 

u 
The sound came from the south, he same direction of 

F a d v i s e d  she had an unobstructed view of the 

water of the bay was calm. She saw no airplanes that . 

the interview, the interviewing agents 
escorted 
Avenue, Remsenberg, New York. The YACHT SQUADRON property is 
located on the north side of Moriches Bay. 
side) of the YACHT SQUADRON building is a covered deck that opens 
onto a lawn and beach. Across the Bay, Dune Road is visible and 
creates the horizon line. -stood on the deck in the 
location where she witnesse e event and, holding a ruler given 
to her by the agents straight up and down at arms length, placed 
her thumb on the two inch mark aligning it with the horizon. W i t h  
the one inch mark closest to the ground, she advised that the 
highest point of the event occurred approximately in the range of 
the 12 inch mark. 

to the WESTHAMPTON YACHT SQUADRON on Bayview 

At the back (south 
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Date Of t n l l h p h f l  07/21/96 

interview. 

ely 8:30-8:40 P.M.,-and 
two of his friends nd who are 
brother were sitting in the water on their 
surfboards approximately 100 yards out from Smithpoint Park and 
6-8 miles West of Moriches.-was looking Southeast into the 
sky when he saw a "bright star-like" light travelling on an 
easterly, horizontal path at Ita good speed". The light was not 
trailing smoke.- bserved a "dim speckg1 trail off downward 
from the light and I@disappearl@. The speck left no visible smoke 
trail. Shortly thereafter the light, which was faint at first, 
became brighter and began to arc downward. At this time, flame 
and thick, trailing smoke became visible as the li ht became a 
ball, approximately the size of a quarter to 4 s  naked' eye. 
Another object, believed to be "the major part of the aircraft" 
was observed "burning behind the main ball". The main ball then 
lteruptedlt into a larger ball of flames which then fell to the 
level of the horizon. At this point only the smoke trail was 
visible and no flames could be seen over the horizon. No 
explosions were heard only a "deep rumbling" sound. 

at New York, New York -a; 
Investigation on 0 7 / 2 1 / 9 6 

File 2 65A-NY-259 02 8 
w 

by SA ADAM B. DRUCKER Dale&,1!21 /&& 2 l::j,d ' 

c 
FBI - NEW VORK ! 

/pg+ llri document conuiru neither rccommenda~ono nor conclusiono of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI a d  t I 
it and its contents am not to be distributed outside your agency. 

d D your *my; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trurcriptbm 08/06/96 

Date of Birth (DOB) 
onkoma, New York, 

f the interview. 
official identities 

BEDNAR, thereafter, provided the following information: 

On July 17, was surfing a p m  
two friends, 

who are brothers. Between 8:30 PM and 
surf board facing south, when he observed a 
southeast from his position traveling from 

east to west. 
then saw a dim speck of light fall down and away in the direction 
of the initial spark at T plus one (1) second. 
five (3-5) seconds, the initial spark of light began to intensify 
in its brightness and started to arc downward from its initial 
horizontal track. 
a level of brightness where fire became visible and a smoke trail 
was forming. By T plus fifteen (15) seconds, the rate of descent 
of the flames increased and a second fireball started to trail 
off from the main fireball. It was at this point that 0 
observed what he believed to be a section of a 727 aircraft at 
the head of the main fireball. eased this observation on 
the fact that he works for an aircraft parts manufacturer. This 
main fireball then began to form a trail of dark smoke. By 
T plus twenty-thirty (20-30) seconds, the massive fireball 
descended below the horizon and only a trail of smoke remained. 
This was then followed, fifteen - twenty-five (15-25) seconds 
later, by a long, deep rumble that sounded like thunder. 

w s t i m a t e d  that the fireball descended five (5) 
miles from s position. 
ascending skywards and only saw something descending at an angle 
from the spark of light. 

From this initial point of observation ( T ) ,  he 

At T plus three- 

At T plus ten (10) seconds, the spark reached 
‘e 

At no time did he observe anything 

W 
hvatipation on 07/29/96 4t 

pile I 265A-NY-259028 E# - 4y3 I 

A S A  JOHN D. F E T H I E G  - - 
by SA DAVID SEBASTIM rg Date dictated 08/02/96 





The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) WILLIAM HANSEN at the intersection of Dune Road and 
Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, New York (NY), on July 18. 1996: 

Stewart Manor, NY, 
a Whi 

DECK HOTEL and saw the whole thing. 

A couple who refused to provide their names, adviaad a 
lot of people at the WESTHAMPTON HOUSE, 585 Dune Road, 
Westhampton, NY saw the explosion. 

residing at the DUNE DECK HOTEL advised 

the hotel saw "the whole 
described as having a cast on 

ed in Washington, D.C., L 

t the SWORDFISH BEACH CLUB, Westhampton Beach, NY. d b b  advised several of the ngrips,n who were outside 

Bureau of Jnvestigation, Long Island Resident Agency interviewed 
some of the dredge employees, but not all of them. 

July 17, 1996, to determine what they saw or what one 96 
U passengers observed. 
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Westhampton, NY, 
his boat, in the bay, at bouy number 
a rocket streak across the sky and 

then observed an explosion between 8:15 and 8:30 pm. 
5zoi 

Remsenburg , NY 
a 

when they observed-an orange thing streak toward a dark object 
for about ten seconds. 
and on a dPwnward angle and continued on until an explosion 
occurred. 

The orange streak approached from behind 

.. 

/o 73 
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The attached Police report is the report of interview 
i by Investigators THOMAS O'NEILL and KEVIN WALSH 

of the New tate Police Department. 

Interview Date of B i r -  -- 7 who was inter!iewed a t m e s i d e m e  of - -  

on Beach, New York, telephone n 
rmanent residence i B a  

=------ --U..wF3L ---- 
is currently unemployed. 

-states that on July 17, 1996, at 
approximately 8:15 PM to 8:30 PM, he was on his boat (accompanied 
by other family members) in Moriches Bay off Westhampton Beach 
between Green Buoys 34 and 36. At this time, he estimates his 
position as one-half mile north of Dune Road. 
states that he was looking south when he saw w h m d  to 
be fireworks emanating from Moriches Bay. He describes the 
firework appeared to be orange and ascending slightly to the 12 
o'clock position. 
possible flare fired from a boat on the Bay and also the flare- 
like object began to descend and then turned into a bright 
red/orange fireball which 
side of Dune Road. -lost sight of the fireball 
behind the Dune line. 
shook the water. 

At its height, the object appeared to be a 

lummeted into the sea behind the south 

He then heard three loud explosions which 

did not observe any boat particularly 
notice the size, shape, or color or any 

craft . 
When further questioned, -stated that his 

prospective of the source of the flare-like object was probably 
effected by the time of day (dusk) and the distance that the 
object was away. He is positive however that the object was 
travelling from east to west. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) WILLIAM HALSSEN at the intersection of Dune Road and 
Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, New York (NY), on July 18. 1996: 

a whi 
dinner at the DUNE 

DECK HOTEL and saw the whole thing. 

A couple who refused to provide their names, advised a 
lot of people at the WESTHAMPTON HOUSE, 585 Dune Road, 
Westhamptqn, NY saw the explosion. 

residing at the DUNE DECK HOTEL advised 
urther described as having a cast on 

ed in Washington, D.C., 
out at the hotel saw "the whole 

L/ 

-GREAT LAKES DREDGE AND DOCK advised he 
is part o e dredg ng crew off the Coast Guard s ion East ,noriches.b Several and 1-J- lp.pbors of the crew: -- 

lo8 on. 

indicated nvest gator MICHAEL DALY, 
Eastern District of New York and SA DAVID S. EDWARDS, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Long Island Resident Agency interviewed 
some of thh dredge employees, but not all of them. 

advised he and his family observed a large explosion only at 8:30 
5cp~, on July 17 , 1996, followed by..a smalier explosion. 

An unidentified driver from WESTHAMPTON TAXI advised 
his firm should be contacted at telephone numbers (800) 649-4118 
or (516) 288-3252 and determine which drivers were on duty on 
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Westhampton, NY, 
his boat, in the bay, at b u y  number 
a rocket streak across the sky and 

then observed an explosion between 8:15 and 8:30 pm. 

I -  

608 

and on a dQwnward angle and continued on until an explosion 
occurred. 

.. 

W 

/ i  73 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special I, ~ 

Agent (SA) WILLIAM HANSEN at the intersection of Dune Road and 
Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, New York (NY), on July 18. 1996: 

.' :-?. 
1 '  
-7 > 
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Stewart Manor, NY, 

dinner at the OUNE 
DECK HOTEL and saw the whole thing. 

A couple who refused to provide their names, advised a 
lot of people at the WESTHAMPTON HOUSE, 585 Dune Road, 
Westhampton, NY saw the explosion. 

< 

residing at the DUNE DECK HOTEL advised 
described as having a cast on 

ed in Washington, D.C., 
the hotel saw "the whole 

SWORDFISH BEACH CLUB, Westheton ~each, NY. 
advised several of the "qrips,lr who were outside 

Eastern District of Now York and SA DAVID S. EDWARDS, Federal 
Bureau of Jnvestigation, Long Island Resident Agency intentiewed 
some of the dredge employees, but not all of them. 

&?advised he and his family observed a large explosion only at 8130 
pm, on July 17, 1996, foilowed by.-a smalier explosion. - 

. .. . 

. . .. 

. .  

.. . . .Li 

,.. . . - , . . ~. 

/u 7 2  

h i s  firm 
or (516) 
July 17, 
passenger 

An unidentified driver from WESTHAMPTON TAXI advised 
should be contacted at telephone numbers (800) 649-4118 
288-3252 and determine which drivers were on du 
1996, to determine what they saw or what one 
's observed. 



. '? - 

L 
265A-259028 

0 0 F Q 2 b  

2. 

Westhampton, NY, 
h i s  boat, in t 
a rocket streak across the sky and 

then observed an explosion between 8:15 and 8 : 3 0  pm. - 

k i : s Z n F F  oted a flare go straight were up n a b o a t  and 
then observe an explos on. 

I -,: 
. .  

4 2 2  

and on a dOwnward angle and continued on until an explosion 
occurred. 
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Date of transcription 0 7 / 2 4 / 9 6  

Remsenberg, New York, 
telephone regarding a sighting she 

-was on a boat along with four (4) adults and five 
( 5 )  children in the Moriches Bay. 

ions that 
Island of Westhampton Beach. 

At approximately 8:30 p.m., 

in the sky looked like a 

she and the others saw a in the sky over the Barrier 
she mentioned to her 

the flare as bright orange or yellow. The 

first saw the flare as it appeared over Dune 
riginally thought it was a 
said the object was in the air for 

up and did not wiggle. FER0 did not see 

P e a c h  
a smoke trail. 
Road on Westham 
firecracker-typ 
a few seconds. 
flare again, it was on its way down. 
hit anything. 

-as certain that the flare's origin was in the 
ocean and not the bay. 

4 .  
I 
A 

r. ' , 
. '_ . 

- V.. .  - - -  . 
. .  

. . 

. ' 6  _ _  . - _ .  - -  
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Date of tnnscription 7 / 2 3 / 9 7  

On July 21, 
Remsenberg, New York, was made aware of the ide 
Detective and the nature of the interview. 

-and the interviewing Agent and Detective 
responded to a location on the edge of Moriches Bay just off of 
Oneck Lane. On July 17, 1996, at ap roximately 8:30 p.m.8 she 
had been on a boat in Moriches Bay. _stated that this 
location was the closest shoreline location to the boat's 
position on the water that night. -provided the following 
additional information: 

There were other individuals in the boat with her, 
approximately four ( 4 )  adults and five (5) children. The boat 
was facing towards the bridge that Jessup Lane runs across. 
boat was located approximately halfway between the shoreline near 
Oneck Lane, and the far shoreline on the Barrier Island of 

The 

In the upper right hand area of her field of n Beach. 
@- observed what she initially described as a flare. 

stated that what she, in fact, saw was a straight 'streak", 
owish orange in color. This streak was vertical. 

existed in the s y, as if something had left a trail. 
holding a twelve inch ruler up at arm's length, she estimated the 
width of the streak at one quarter inch. 

She saw no movement in the streak. She did not see the 
process of itrs beginning or ending. 

When- first observed the streak, it already 
While 

After she saw this streak she looked away, then she 
heard the sound of an explosion. -estimated that she heard 
the sound approximately 25 seconds a ter first seeing the streak. 
The sound of the explosion was a quick sharp boom that sounded 
"muff led" and 'deep" . 

On the horizon where-first saw the streak is the 
Barrier Island of Westhampton Beach. -again held up at arms 
length the twelve inch ruler. The tree m e  that was on Barrier 
Island between her and where she first observed the streak was 

u n v e s t i g a t i o n  on 7 / 2 1 / 9 7 at Moriches, New York 

File I 2 6 5A-NY- 2 5 9 02 8 C C k  (0 4& DatcdiePad 7/22/97 
SA CHRISTOPHER T. VOSS/ a d '  



,--. 

. FD-702a (Rev. 10-6-95) 

L 
265A-NY-259028 

approximate1 
horizon. 
behind this. It was brighter in this location. The streak, 
extended up to approximately ten inches above the horizon. 

was in existence when she first observed it. 
motion and she did not see specifically which end it had began or 
ended with. She did not see anything else other than this streak 
that she described. 

three quarters of an inch raised up off the 
tated that lower portion of the streak etarfed 

m again, reiterated that the streak that she saw 
It had no apparent 

0993 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of ttatucription 7/24 /96  

Westhampton Beach, New York, 
telephone number contacted regarding a 
sighting he observed on July 17, 1 9 9 6 .  - 

After about ten seconds this object blew up and turned 
into a big red ball. Soon after a chute of fire came down and 

did not see any smoke at the time of landed in the ocean. 
the explosion. 
orange ball. o d ? :  not see any aircraft. 

see black smoke with the flaming 

I - ---I 

~vcstigrtionoa 7 / 1 8 / 9 6  at Westhampton Beach, New York (telephonically) - 265A-NY-259028 
/I/ 

by S A M E ,  P .  MIKALIC/dp Datedictafed 7 /24 /96  U 
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.. 
I. . The following investigation was conducted by Special 

Agent (SA) WILLIAM HANSEN at the intersection of Dune Road and 
Jessup Lane, Westhampton Beach, New York (NY), on July 18. 1996: 

, 

-. - . ?  

Stewart Manor, NY, 
a whi 

--E$% 
dinner at the 

5 

A couple who refused to provide their names, advised a 
lot of people at the WESTHAMPTON HOUSE, 585 Dune Road, 
Westhampto.n, NY saw the explosion. 

residing at the DUNE DECK HOTEL advised 

the hotel saw “the whole 
described as having a cast on 

ted in Washington, D.C., 

L l  

-GREAT LAKES DREDGE AND DOCK advised he 
Moriches, is part o NY. e dredg S~:revf g crew off the Coast Guard 8 

indicated nvest gator HI- M L Y ,  
Eastern District of New York and SA DAVID S. Em-, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Long Island Resident Agency interviewed 
some of th’e dredge employees, but not all of th-. 

aaw the lo on. 

An unidentified driver from WESTHAMPTON TAXI advised 
h i s  firm should be contacted at telephone numbers (800) 649-4118 
or (516) 288-3252 and determine which drivers were on dut 
July 17, 1996, to determine what they saw or what one s& 
passengers observed. 
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Westhampton, NY, 
his boat, in the bay, at b u y  nulppber 
a rocket streak across the sky and 

then observed an explosion between 8:15 and 8:30 Dm. 
L 

.- Remsenburq, NY 

oted a flare go straight up and 

and on a dpwnward angle and continued on until an explosion 
occurred. 

.. 
. .  . +:- . >  

.a* .  
. .' .- 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBEUA:  

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

riying west over the ocean. _. 
an orange light that began dropp 
li ht be an to spread out as it descended to the water. 

series of nboomsti when the ball of flame hit the water. 

t 

/ 
-believed what he observed was fire. -heard ai - 
at the East Hampton Country Club wit 

hole, he observed an orange glow toward the front of the plane. 
advised at approximately 8:15 pm, 

A ,  - 
3 .  

observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of %e which descended straight down to the water. I- 

advised that - / 
which turned orange and exploded. 

believed what she observed was a plane and saw the fuel S0/ 6 urn on decent to the water. 

who reside a 

/ 3 7 9  
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

color closest to the surface of 
e top of the plume. 

earthquake. 
observed black smoke. 

Seconds later they heard a second explosion and 

~,~ Westhampt 
however, she heard a large nboom,lg followed by two additional 
llbooms. 
apartment. 

-stated the initial rlboomll shook the 

heard three 
u 

located on Dune Road, Westhampton, New York. 
loud llboomsll that were seconds apart an$ ob 

''vthe horizon over the ocean. 

so a few seconds apart. 
Westhampton, NeKxeEk, 

observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident : 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address: 
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On July 31, 1996, Special Agents (SAs) DAVID C. 
BURROUGHS and .. 

regarding an a 
advised the following: 

and his friend, /-I, were on the fourth 
( 4  th) ho he Westham ton Country Club when, at 8:OO PM - 

attention to what-thought 8:15 PM, a call:d& 
was a Itshooting star. 
looked away as they crossed an area on the 4th hole that was 
heavily populated with trees. 

ge t  beyond these trees. A t  the clearing, -looked up again 
toward the ocean and spotted an orange bal This 
orange ball was travelling right to left (west to east) and was 

watched this ball for approximately five to seven (5 to 7 )  
seconds. m also saw a white substance or matter surrounding 
the red ball but was not certain if this white matter was a smoke 
trail or clouds. 

spotted this Ilshooting star" and - thought it took five to ten (5 to 10) seconds to 
in the sky. 

descending in an angle almost horizontal to the ocean. 

During the 5 to 7 saw this red ball, it 
grew in intensity and brightness. 
travelled at a consistent seconds, the red 

the red ball 

ball exploded and a "red chute of fire" f e l l  to the earth. From 0 vantage point, he thought the "chute of fire" was in the 
air for about one (1) second. -lost sight of the "chute of 
fire" over the tree line and, from his perspective, thought it 
landed on Dune Road in Westhampton Beach. At the time of the 

hought the orange ball made an 'goutward expansion 
did not hear anything nor did he feel any 

explosion, 
movement. It 
concussion. 

was not 
His best guess was that h t is object At the time he was witnessing this event 

sure what he was lookin 
was a shooting star. did not think the object was a plane 

nothing he saw lea et- im to believe the object was a plane. 
realized that the object was a plane after hearing this 

on the news. 

FBI - NEW YORK, l-A 





1 

The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBEUA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

/ sg believed what he observed was fire. -heard a f' 
li ht be an to spread out as it descended to the water. 

series of nboomslt when the ball of flame hit the water. 

at the East Hampton 
advised at 

he observed an orange glow toward the front of the plane. 
observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 
which descended straight down to the water. 

A' . . 
.:. 

Reserve airport. A ampton, and- ew York; 
adv sed t ey were-out on EfieiE boat an 
sky traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. 

wh; y;scaSe o serve 
The light ''' erupted into flames and broke into two pieces, which descended to sbs the water. 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

who resides at 

observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest to the surface of 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

earthquake. 
observed black smoke. 

Seconds later they heard a second explosion and 

~,~ Westhampt 
however, she heard a large nboom,tt followed by two additional 
Itbooms . 
apartment. 

-stated the initial nboomgl shook the 

heard three 

The following list of 
interviewed at the roadblock as 
incident: 

explosions. 

names were provided by witnesses 
possible witnesses of the 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 
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this point, the vehicle was north of Montauk Highway and south of 
railroad tracks. The flame appeared to fall on land between 
Montauk Highway and Main Street. 
fall ap roximately one-half (1/2) mile east of Old Riverhead 
Road. -did not hear sounds or feel vibrations from the 
inciden 

Also, the flame appeared to - advised that 
also in the vehicle. 

u 
and 

Investigation on 
. -. ----?.--- 1 

07/19/96 at Westhampton, New York - w7 I _ -  
# 

- - -  

'* -1 File 265A-NY-259028 
SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL 

by SA STEVEN A. BONGARD Date dictated 07/24/96 

This document contain9 neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It IS the property of the FBI and is loaned to your a l a e ;  
11 and its contenis are not to be distributed outride your agency 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

advised at 
he observed an orange glow toward he-front of the plane. 

observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 
A' . - 

:. 

c-  
which descended straight down to the water. 

advised that # 
4 

which turned orange and exploded. 
was a plane and saw the fuel 

a wide streak of flame ascending up, followed by a flame falling 

ascended ow e sky. p estimated the located of her 
observation to be between the COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 
Resenre airport. 

$49 behind. stated tho two ieces separated as they 

who reside a 

the water. 

.. - .. ,-:: -a-i ,?:' --:, ; - , a i  ; -Ld5JLb-6J3 CC u 

/374' 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

who resides at 
&Srt-Basclr,- WtW 

a second explosion. -looked out toward the ocean and 
observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest to the surface of 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

earthquake. 
observed black smoke. 

Seconds later they heard a second explosion and 

located on Dune Road, Westhampton, New York. 
loud "boomstr that were seconds apart an$ ob 

u 

'''the horizon over the ocean. 

booms" in a series 
a few seconds apart. 

Westhampton I 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

,- 
advised that 4 / 

which turned orange and exploded. 
50/-believed what she observed was a plane and saw the fuel 

urn on decent to the water. 

Reserve airport. 
- 

111111 ampton, and? ew York; 
adv sed t ey were-out on WeSE boat an 

erupted into flames and broke into two pieces, which descended to 

wh; r e ; z c a s e  o serve a 
$ l a s k y  traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. The light 

sbs the water. 
'W 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 1 7 8  1996: 

who resides at 

a second explosion. -looked out toward the ocean and 
observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest to the surface Of 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

earthquake. 
observed black smoke. 

Seconds later they heard a second explosion and 

, stated 
she was loca e _ _  

w located on r a t s i d e  Dune Road, Westhampton, deck New of the York. D m W m  heard three labooms" that were seconds apart an9 observe dark smoke on 
the horizon over the ocean. 

Westhampton, flew.e,urk, 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident : 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

.... SE? 2 '* b ~ - >  

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

I -. 
advised that /.. 

she obse which turned orange and exploded. 
believed what she observed was a plane and saw the fuel 
decent to the water. 

Reserve airport. 

/ 3 7 f  
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

..,,,.a who resides at 
tin-BmrcE,- ?UW 'Yor 

a second explosion. -looked out toward the ocean and 
observed a plume of smoke gray in color closest to the surface of 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

heard an explosion an secon s a 81: ear 

stated 

heard three L-l she was 1oea t a o n t h s s i d a  e deck of the -. 0 i;- *- located on Dune Road, Westhampton, New York. 
loud Ilbooms" that were seconds apart an? observe dark smoke on 

''rthe horizon over the ocean. 

$49 a few seconds apart. 

The following list of 
interviewed at the roadblock as 
incident: 

Name: 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address: 

- 
explosions. 

names were provided by witnesses 
possible witnesses of the 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

advised at 
4 -  

>- 
# 

advised that 4 

e observed 

observation to be between the COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 
Reserve airport. 

who reside a 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

lsrEmmr;-r9Bw' 
who resides at 

a second explosion. -looked out toward the ocean and 
observed a plume of smoke greykin color closest to the surface of 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

earthquake. 
observed black smoke. 

Seconds later they heard a second explosion and 

se at she did not see the crasn, Westhampton, ? 
however, she heard a large @@boom,@@ followed by two additional 

apartment. 
-stated the initial Itboom@@ shook the 

m Westhampton, qev.,,m 
advxsed she did not observe the plane 

s a 2 a h e r  two explosions. 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident : 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

- 
at the East Hampton Country Club w i  

hole, he observed an orange glow toward the front of the plane. 
advised at approximately 8:15 pm, 

observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 
%*e which descended straight down to the water. , -. 

advised that a .-. 

which turned orange and exploded. 
was a plane and saw the fuel 

observed 

e sky. 

Reserve airport. 
who reside a 

d p t z : ,  a v sed t ey were-out on WeiE ew boat York; an o serve a g n e  '" erupted sky traveling into flames east on and a downward br.,,a"6",. 45 degree angle. The light 

s#s the water. 

/ 3 7 9  
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

who resides at 
lSrBaa-7 W W '  

a second explosion. -looked out toward the ocean and 
observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest to the surface of 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

$43 however, she heard a large Oboom," followed by two additional 
"booms , @) -stated the initial "boomn shook the 
apartment. 

\i 

*boomsn in a series 

Westhampton, NewJork, 
not observe the plane 

explosions. 
- 

The following list of 
interviewed at the roadblock as 
incident : 

names were provided by witnesses 
possible witnesses of the 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

- 
at the East Hampton 
advised at approxima 
hole, he observed an 

observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 
which descended straight down to the water. 

/@,. J'"- 

/ f .  
:. 

c -. 

advised that - /.. 
turned orange and exploded. 
was a plane and saw the fuel 

who reside a 

- \. p -  C ' . 1 7  c:: . -":,:-,'-;;-&S'JL&-G43 . .- cc  
--- . 

- 
i 

u 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

who resides WthW’Yor explosion at . an secon e a er ear 

a second explosion. -looked out toward the ocean and 
observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest to the surface of 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

observed black smoke. 

stated 

heard three 

the horizon over the ocean. 

Westhampton, N,ewe.mrk, 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident : 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

at the East Hampton 
advised at 

he observed an orange glow toward khe-front of the plane. 
observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 

A' . 
4 .  

which descended straight down to the water. 
c -. k advised that ..' 

d 

which turned orange and exploded. 
believed what she observed was a plane and saw the fuel F urn on decent to the water. 

by a flame falling 
separated as they 

estimated the located of her 
car wash and the Army 

Reserve airport. 

who reside a 

sky traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. 
erupted into flames and broke into two pieces, which descended to 
the water. 

The light 

- .\ * z- :-c.** -3s-s33 
-L, :-is* ; -&L Jr 

--- u 
- 

I 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 

observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

who resides at 

~,~ Westhampt 
however, she heard a large "boom," followed by two additional 
"booms. ' 1  )stated the initial llboom" shook the 
apartment. 

U 
located on Dune Road, Westhampton, New York. 

the horizon over the ocean. 
tlboomsll that were seconds apart an$ ob 

a few seconds apart. - Westhanpton , Mew, .y- 
5 4 2 a h e r  advised two explosions. she did not observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident : 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

- 
at the East Hampton 
advised at approxima 

he observed an orange glow toward the front of the plane. 

which descended straight down to the water. 
observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 

.. -. 
advised that 4 z 

which turned orange and exploded. 
was a plane and saw the fuel 

while west-, driving on Riverhea ":- oa north to sout , she observed 
a wide streak of flame ascending up, followed by a flame falling 
behind . mes;;;:d4+ two pieces separated as they 
ascended o estimated the located of her observation to be between t e COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 
Reserve airport. 

sky traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. 
erupted into flames and broke into two pieces, which descended to 

The light 

s#a the water. 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

who resides at 

observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest to the surface of 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

earthquake. 
observed black smoke. 

Seconds later they heard a second explosion and 

~,~ Westhampt 
however, she heard a large nboom,8t followed by two additional 
"booms. )stated the initial ".boom@8 shook the 
apartment. 

heard three 
tu 

''rthe horizon over the ocean. 

boomsn in a series S.9 a few seconds apart. 

Westhampton, Neww,- 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident: 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 

W 

New York aiilnmh 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

on July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. Assisting with the 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

> -  

advised that 4 & 

which turned orange and exploded. 
was a plane and saw the fuel 

observed 

ascended o a -  e sky. 

Reserve airport. 
who reside a 

descended to 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

Un3eadr , -XdW who resides -Yor a t  ...,..a 
a second explosion. -looked out toward the ocean and 
observed a plume of smoke grey i n  color  c loses t  t o  the surface of 
the  water and white i n  color a t  the  top of the plume. 

heard an explosion an secon s a er ear 

Seconds l a t e r  they heard a second explosion and SIc :tz?:k&ck smoke. ~,, Westhampt 
however, she heard a large "boom," followed by two addi t ional  
"booms. )@ -stated t h e  i n i t i a l  "boomn shook the  
apartment. 

heard three 

Westhampton, Ne&- 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed a t  the roadblock a s  possible witnesses of the 
i n c i d e n t  : 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

,- 
# 

advised that - 

a wide streak of flame ascending up, followed by a flame falling 

ascended ow e sky. 0 estimated the located of her 
observation to be between the COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 
Reserve airport. 

stated the two pieces separated as they 

d Z P  

/37+ 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

out toward the ocean and 
color closest to the surface of 

of the plume. 

and ....-.. .- 

earthquake. 
observed black smoke. 

Seconds later they heard a second explosion and 

she was 1 
located on Dune Road, Westhampton, New York. 
loud "booms" that were seconds apart an9 ob 

''rthe horizon over the ocean. 

boomsll in a series 
a few seconds apart. 

Westhampton, NewJmk, 
not observe the Dlane L 

explosions. 

The following list of 
interviewed at the roadblock as 
incident : 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 

names were provided by witnesses 
possible witnesses of the 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANGELA DIBELLA: 

On July 18, 1996, SA ANGELA DIBELLA participated in a 
roadblock on the corner of Jessup Lane and Dune Road, 
Westhampton, New York, beginning at approximately 7:45 pm and 
concluding at approximately 11:OO pm. 
roadblock were the Suffolk County Police Department. 

Assisting with the 

- 
at the East Hampton 
advised at approxima 

he observed an orange glow toward the front of the plane. 

which descended straight down to the water. 
observed an outward explosion that resulted in a stream of 

I-. 

advised that fl.. 

exploded. 
d 

saw the fuel 

e observed 
a wide streak of flame ascending up, followed by a flame falling 

ascended owar e sky. estimated the located of her observation to be between 
Reserve airport. 

stated e two ieces separated as they 

he COACH WORKS car wash and the Army 

and? wh; re:scaae 
o serve 

ampton, ew York; 
a v sed t ey were-out on Weif-boat an 
sky traveling east on a downward 45 degree angle. 

the water. 

a 
The light 

s'aerupted into flames and broke into two pieces, which descended to 

- ,,*. c::cL*'.y-Y -'. . --:e . .- :-ia>, -&G4J&&-u3 cc 
Ll -_- 

- 
I 
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The following individuals heard an explosion and 
observed a plume of smoke over the water on July 17, 1996: 

uZrEmar,*''wdW who resides ' YOr at ...,..a 
heard an explosion an sacon s a er ea 

a second explosion. -looked out toward the ocean and 
observed a plume of smoke grey in color closest t o  the surface of 
the water and white in color at the top of the plume. 

earthquake. 
observed black smoke. 

Seconds later they heard a second explosion and 

u 
located on Dune Road, Westhampton, New York. 
loud "booms" that were seconds apart an9 ob 

"'the horizon over the ocean. 

Westhampton, Nev+.urk, 
observe the plane 

The following list of names were provided by witnesses 
interviewed at the roadblock as possible witnesses of the 
incident : 

Name : 
Address : 

Telephone: 

Name : 
Address : 
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FED- BUREAU OF I m W l l O N  

Prooodencor ROUTINE D8t.t 10/14/1996 b 

Tor New York attar ASAC George Andrew 

m o m :  ? i e i e  ; 

Approvod Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Drafted By: Bongardt Steven *:sa# 

C880 ID X: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S) ; 

Coa .at: SA Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 8277 

EXPLOSION &*Too* FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

3 8 ~ 0 p 8 ~ 8 :  
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

Enolocrures: 
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douqlas S. 
M a t u l e w .  Su ffolk County Ponce Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning - witness flare sighting plots. 

Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 

W One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 

Dotails: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8:30 p.m.  
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 
System 1G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U.S.  Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Hatulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Stev-en Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations : 

2b.5 AW asqo*Xct 
1. LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 mhutes North 
LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 
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- ' L  * To: New York From: Herman Neil E 
- ' Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 

21' 
These locations have been used in providing possible 

locations of a AAtWAD launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector . .& 

within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched . 
foreign MANPADS obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U . S .  Army for the U . S .  'Stinger" missile system. The 
Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area - f 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 

These 

- .- 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of t r u a d p t b .  

- . .. 
On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAM F. 

LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), obtai 
MAT'U-, of th9 SUff9lk 
Bureau, the below listed items all connected to a c o m p a s s s  
chart rendering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding TRANS 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

This rendwpg-was based upon FBI interviews done 
between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 
observed a "flare-like" object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforelt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the sp&s from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

u 
Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 

Elght (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH's rendering did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be.logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

~nvestigation on 10/7/96 at  Great River, N.Y. 

pile# 265 A NY 259028 
SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 

by SA PETER C. CASAZ-ZA Date dictated 10/7/96 
ass4 

endations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI m d  lorn& (0 your a g a q ;  
are n,ot to be distributed outside your agency. 
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,> 1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 

suggests an area that should logically be searched. 
- . r r  %' 

I .  

2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) witnesses which 
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a "flare-like" object rising up 
toward flight # 800. 

3. Seven ( 7 ) ,  more detailed pages, setting forth the names of 
the paired or individual witnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed theebeputy Inspector MATULIEWIC"s actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. - 

. 

4. 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 

A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 

\ intersection of those sightings. 

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave t o  SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. 

-. 
3 .  Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

c 
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ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

DEPARTMENT 

September 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William E'. Lynch 
SA' Paul Shea 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 cI* 

@ 
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

.,'... 

. -  
I. . I PETER F. COsGfWVE 

poLlcEcouup)8DNER 
-. - .. . 

:f 

- .  

.. . 
L-. 

18, 1996 

Gentlemen: - -  
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 
witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
These locathns are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
(LONG). In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number 12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington, D.C. by U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800  may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale! provided by Robert Doherty '-of the'Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA). All of this information taken together indicate to 
m e  the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight 800 the "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

- 

1. T,AT 40'40.68'N T,ONG 072'40.66'W W 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 



. .  .' .. 

b To: SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

'0 0 0 0 8 0 

2. LAT 40'39.19" LONG 072'37.29'W 
' -, 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE . .  
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for 
t h e  remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibilityexists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

DSM : bm 
b 

Enclosures 8 
-- 

S i g,ce re 1 y , 

D o u g l e  S .  Hatulewik 
Deputy Inspector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

.. 



LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 "  
LONG 0 7 3 ' 1 5 . 7 4 2 ' W  
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 0 9 8 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 0 . 9 6 1 ' N  
LONG 0 7 3 ' 0 0 . 2 2 1 ' W  
Hand h e l d  magnetic  compass was 1 1 0 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 1 0 4 ' N  
LONG 0 7 2 ' 5 5 . 9 6 8 ' W  
Hand h e l d  magnetic  collrpa%s' w a s ' - 1 2 4 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 7 4 5 "  
LONG 072 '46 .573 'W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 1 5 0 '  
Hand h e l d  magnetic  compass was 1 5 5 " .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 8 . 1 7 2 "  
LONG 07 2 4 5 . 3 2 1  ' W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic  compass was 1 5 2 ' .  
Hand h e l d  magnetic  compass was 1 6 0 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ° 4 9 . 1 8 7 ' N  
LONG 072  ' 39  ..003 ' W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 18.5- 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 187' 

T,AT 40-50.295'N 
TANG 072"28.526'W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 2 2 5 ' .  
Hand held magnetic compass was 2 2 3 '  

3 2s$ 

. .  . 
. . . ). ;;:..:.;,+- .;... ,*.a= "'"t' 

. , :>..:. . ,.I. .. ..,. 
. . .  : .. . . .-. 

' .  . .  . .. 
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- .q& 
- r. -7.7 On 7 / 3 0 / 9 6 ,  at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Count Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with -and -at the Fire 
Island Coast Guard Station, Babylon, New 

' 

3. . -  

-.a -, 

'% vand- ad previously indicated that 
they observed a I1flare-like object rising over the ocean, on 
the evenin of 7 1 7 / 9 6 ,  immediately before the crash of TWA flight 

were taken out on the water in the U . S .  Coast 
directed the boat 
location of t h e i r  

Guard Motor s 1 e Boat # 4 4 3 4 1 .  
8 0 0 .  The 

co-xswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7 / 1 7 / 9 6 .  

When the -hdicated that CG 44341  was in the exact 
location as their 7 / 1 7 / 9 6  observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following .readings as 
indicated on' his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 ' N ,  LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D / I  Matulewich 

as the location of the observations in relationship 
to the re Island Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 
on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 0 9 8 ' .  

'W 



. . .- 
On 7/29/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy -.,” -.;j..b . I; e%:< 

. .,.& 
. . <$t,% 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with at Davis Park Marina, 
Fire Island, New Pork. 

- 1  

. ..>+ ,.$- ’. 

had previously indicated that she had observed :? 
ct rising over the ocean, on the 

took D/I MATULEWICH to the location on the 
7/17/96 immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. r s e ma e her observations on 7/17/96. 

When indicated that she was in the exact 
location s- on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40’40.96H,’LONG 073’00.221~W. From this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by was the 
location of her observations in relationship to th e beach and 
water, and th’e‘magnetic bearing indicated on D/I MATULEWICH’S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110’. 

.. 
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. On 7/30/96, a t  t h e  request of SA PAUL SHEA of  t h e  FBI, Deputy 
I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS MATUL County P o l i c e  Department 
Marine Bureau, m e t  w i t h  a t  t h e  Bellport  Yacht,  
B e l l p o r t ,  New Pork .  

Y" 
_ .  

.% - 

-had p r e v i o u s l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  had observed  a 
.. 

" f l a r e -  ike" o b j e c t  r i s i n g  o v e r  t h e  ocean ,  on the evening of 
7 / 1 7 / 9 6 ,  immediately b e f o r e  t h e  crash of TWA f l i g h t  # 8 0 0 .  

-)returned t o  t h e  exact  seat and l o c a t i o n  t h a t  
h e  occupied  on the n i g h t  of  7/17/96, Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS 
MATULEWTCH to-ok t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a d i n g s  as  i n d i c a t e d  on h i s  Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W. From t h i s  l o c a t i o n  
a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t o  D / I  MATULEWICH by w a s  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of h i s  obser+ert*io'ns, s t a r t i n g  w i t h  an o b j e c t  w i t h  a red 
glow, which r o s e  from east  t o  w e s t .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  object 
w i t h  t h e  red glow, i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  S m i t h  P o i n t  P a v i l i o n  w a s  
i n d i c a t e d  t o  'D/T MATULEWICH and t h e  magnetic bearing of the 
i n d i c a t e d  b e a r i n g  on D / I  MATULEWICH'S hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass 
w a s  1 2 4 " .  
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:' . - .  On 7/20 /96 ,  at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy * 

' -1 Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Coun ice Department 
Marine Bureau, met w i t h m a n -  at Great Gun 
Beach Marina, Fire Islan ew or 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

were made from a boat approximately 
indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS HATULEWICH. 

From the indicated area on the  dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.74W': LONG 
also indicated to D/I 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

.. 



0 

'L 

0 0 0 0 8 1  

On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, ,. = .... 2r-+2+ 

. c -:e 

York. .:..& 

--.-$ 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, S u f f o l k  County Police .- 
Department Marine Bureau, met w i t h  ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) a t  the Westhampton Beach High S c h o o l ,  New 

. -  .. -. -- . 

.~ 

%* 
Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 

observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the WesthamDton 
From the indicated -area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his GarminGPS 45: LAT4O049.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone pol-bh'ich were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated onV/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

.. 
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL Suffolk Count Police De artrnent 
Marine Bureau, met with-and-at& New Yor 

- : *;+pi.- 
'-- -W 

:. "c" 
- 

Spellmans Marine and were taken out on- 
2, .. .>?. oat to the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to 

DOUGLAS 
7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
were made from a boat as ~ _ _  
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GPS. 45: LAT 40'50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location a@!$; indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by - 

-as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
stern of h i s  own boat and a Coast Guard .44 foot Motor Life Boat 
which was opeFating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from on 7/22/96, 
\ ,  observation #1 the magnetic bearing in - hand bearing compass was 225'. 

indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 
Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 

-indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

held magnetic compass was 223'. 

-. 
The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 

.. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 3-1W) 

RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dite of t ruadptkn  

nformation: 

the ascent from east to west. 

until it erupted into a ball of fire. 
before this eruption and made no sound that they could hear. 
then broke into three separate ball3 of fire and descended LO the 
ocean. It fell straight down until it disappeared from sight. 
The entire episode lasted approximately 10 seconds. 8h9 could . 
not gauge as to how far in the distance this incident: occurmd 
from her but thought that the object may have traveled 1 to 2 
miles vertically. 

The object traveled for approximately 3 to 5 seconds 
It did not disappear 

It 

- 
c 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dateof t r u m i p c k .  8/1/96 

1 Date of Birth, 

was recontacted a' 
iroomaven Township, New York, to obtain azimuth 

directions for her observations on July 17, 1996, of Trans World 
Airlines (TWA), flight 800, which were reported in previous July 
22, 1996, interview by Federal Bureau of Investi ation (FBI), 
Special Agent's (SA'S) RANDAZZO and SHINER. & was taken 
to the location of those observations at Davis Park Beach, about 
100 yards southwest of the Leja Beach Casino, where she provided 
information to Suffolk County Marine Bureau (SCMB), Deputy 
Inspector MATULEWICH, who took readings using a GPS 45 Personal 
Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. 
during the contact were the following individuals: FBI, SA'S PAUL 
SHEA, WILLIAM F. LYNCH, WILLIAM INZERILID; New York State Police 
Senior Investigator JOHN CASSINO. 

Also present 

L 
The purpose of recording this and similar infomation 

was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

. -  

I/ 

Investigation on 7 /29/96  at Brookhaven Township NY 

SA'S WILLIAM F. LYNCH JR, WILLIAM INZERILU)@L 
Fflt 265A-NY-259028 b d -  
by PAUL SHEAD( PS : 9 0 )  Datedierated 8/1/96 

OlSS/ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It i5 the property of the FBI 
it and i t 5  contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dare of transcription 7/26/96 

advised he was fishing on the bay side at Smi 
Point bet m e a t  Gun and the inlet (approximately 300 yards 
from the rocks on the inlet) on Wednesday, July 17, 1996. 
stated that he saw a big fireball falling from the sky at 
approximately 8:15 pm. 
smoke trail. The smoke trail curved toward the right. BIVONA 
stated that it was still light out. 
unusual, but out of the corner of his eye he saw a big firebal 
falling from the sky. 

He 

He stated he then saw a white/grayish 

He did not hear anything 

th 

1 

........ . . .  .. , . . . \ . . . .  ~ 
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The following tnvestigation was conducted by Detectives 
NICHOLAS GARCIA and THOMAS PISTONE of the New York City Police 
Department at about 12:30 hours on July 25, 1996: 

The following two males were interviewed: 

Point O’Woods, 
Date of Birth (DOB) I 

Point 0’ 00 s, telep one nu er 

el on July 17, 1996, 
heading south/east 

approximately 2/10 mile from bouy number four (Range Channel) in 
the Great South Bay. Both men stated that at the above date and 
time they observed a glowing red/orange ball or flame traveling 
from south to north in the sky.  
while traveling. While watching this flame for  several seconds 
this just exploded. 
side fell straight down out of the sky. They radioed the Coast 
Guard. 
AIRLINES flight 800 crash on the news there was no doubt that 
this is what they saw. 

This flare had an arch affect 

After the explosion (two) fire balls side by 

The also stated that after hearing of TRANS WORLD 
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26SA-NY-259028 
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r The following invest,gation was conducted by Detectives 
NICHOLAS GARCIA and THOMAS PISTONE of the New York City Police 
Department at about 12:30 hours on July 25, 1996: 

The following two males were interviewed: 

el on July 17, 1996, 
at approximately 20:40 hours. 
approximately 2/10 mile from bouy number four (Range Channel) in 
the Great South Bay. Both men stated that at the above date and 
time they observed a glowing red/orange ball or flame traveling 
from south to north in the sky. 
while traveling. While watching th is  flame for several seconds 
this just exploded. 
side fell straight down out of the sky. They radioed the Coast 
Guard. 
AIRLINES flight 800 crash on the news there was no doubt that 
this is what they saw. 

The boat' was heading south/east 

This flare had an arch affect L 
After the explosion (two) fire balls side by 

The also stated that after hearing of TRANS WORLD 

. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INvEsIlGATION 

Datcofmnrcripiw 7/18/96 

contacted telephonically at her home 
number, 
the crash of TWA flight 800. -provided the following 
information: 

to her call to the FBI regarding 

-fs in her boat in the Atlantic Ocean about 
half a mile 
when she witnessed what she now knows was TWA flight 800 fall 
from the sky. 

rom t e shore of Westhampton Beach along Dune Road 

A total of seven people were in the Loat with 

friends - includin her husband, 
=d h a n d  three children. 

indicated she 
a crystal c ear sunset when they a 

orange flare fall from the sky. 
moving forward and shaking as it 
when it exploded into two distinc 
it plunged from the sky without t 
on fire prior to the explosion. 

and her friends were observing 
saw what resembled a glowing 
The fiery object appeared to be 
fell for about 5 or 6 seconds 
't pieces. After the explosion 
he forward momentum it had while 

-can be reached at the following address or 
telephone numbers: 

name : 
home telephone: 
cellular telephone: 
work telephone: 
home address: Y 

I 

,heatigati am 7/18/96 u New York, NY 

by- SA ' N. GAR LFI - :NIaiL :a  - !ng 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/24/1996 

approximately 1:35pm EDT, 

rations Center of the New 
nvestigation to report her 

account of the events leading up to the mysterious explosion of 

being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent, 
Trans World Airlines ( V W A @ * )  Flight 800 on July 17, 

provided the following information: 

, Westhampton, New York, 

was on a 24' Aqua Sport boat bearing Hull 

assengers on th eluded her 
, her brother, and his wife, 

Identif ic umber AQABLA39145 in Moriches Bay at the time of 

s are New York, 
ephone 516/587-5497. 

was situated due north of the crash 

smoke travelling in a northerly 

the five or six seconds preceding tha 
bserved a "wavering orange-yellow glowing ball" 

direction. This object, which had the characteristics of a 
flare, rose and fell (like an arc) before hitting the plane. A 

barrier islands. Two (2) C-130 aircraft were east of 
boat as this occurred. 

huge explosion ensued. The plane crashed to the 

immediately 
reported w - a served to amm ates Coast Guard via 
marine band channel 16. The radio was subsequently switched to 

husband, 

marine channel 06 over which the Coast Guard-reported that 
routine military exercises involving pyrotechnics were being 
performed and that a response was not necessary. 

Upon return to their residence at approximately 8:55pm, 
it seemed that the Coast Guard was not yet dispatched to the 
crash site. 

hveatigrtion on 7 / 19 / 19 9 6 " - New York, New York (telephonically) >W 

File# 265A-NY-259028 Cc3 * %  
by SA EDMUND H. ROM Datedictated 7/19/1996 

This document conlains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It is h e  pnyrrtv of h e  FBI and is loaned to vour apencv: 
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Date of transcription 7 /23/96 

interviewing agents and the nature of the interview and, 
thereafter, provided the following information: 

advised she and her husb 
his wife a 

they were in Moriches Bay positioned at Buoy 
slightly west of Beaverdam 
of the East Moriches Coast Guard Station. 

which is south of Westhampton. 

e mile east 

the boat was approximately 

~ 

she made that statement, she heard a pop and then heard and saw a 
huge explosion. 
different ball of light, red flames, and black smoke. This 
explosion formed a I I Y r  shape and fell down, with approximately 2 -  
4 additional explosions. 0 described thwe ~ 7 s  tlmuffled.ll 

The explosion caused a second, distinctly 

ball of light was 
n it arched and 
tly and descend was 
llowing was the huge 
plane or lights from a 
urther advised that at 
re or a flare had' been 

shot: however, she reiterated that this ball of light was coming 
towards her or moving away from her. dvised there was 

the first 
also stated there was a spark or flash of 

of light j u s t  before the explosion. 
ought at first that the first ball of light was 

her, and later believes it may have come 

!nrertigarron OR 7/20/96 at  Westhampton, New York 

File s 265A-NY-259028 tl(p I \ /  I 
k -  SA ROBERT M. LEWICKI b c  

SA SHAWN M. WOLFF (SMW:mxb) ,- 

6 4tz- 5 

T n  . i u c - n e n i  contams n e ~ t h e r  recomrnendat ion~ nor conclusions of the F B I  I t  IS t h e  propert\ of t h e  FBI and i s  loaned to  your agency. 
b P/r 
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.On 7/20/96 .Page 2 Cont inua t ion  of FD-302 

from land very close by, moving up and away. s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  sec of f ire  was a t  l e a s t  7-15 imes g r e a t e r  than 
t h e  f i r s t .  
approximately o 
said t t look 

husband, and her  s i s t e r - i n -  
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Date of -ripdon 8/6/96 

On July 29, 1996,/-bwas re-interviewed 
by Special Agent (SA) DONALD W. McCORMICK regarding TWA Flight 
800.-urnished the following information: 

96, she along with her 
(her brother) ; his wife, 
returning from dinner. 
y near Buoy 36, in a no 
at was travelling at an 

approximate speed of five to six miles per hour in the no wake 
zone. They were heading in a westerly direction, and-was 
standing by the Captain and looking in a southerly direction. 
m a d v i s e d  that while looking south, at approximately 1 : 00 
position, she observed a ball of fire, or a flare light over the 
ocean.-described the ball, as being a orange color with 
white and possibly yellob. 

though it was extinguished. 

-advised she first noted the ball of fire, at 
approximately 60 degree angle above the horizon. 'advised, 
she initially believed the ball of fire was very close in 
relationship to her position. 
have to have a horizontal movement. 

stated the speed of the ball of fire did not appear to great. 

-stated the ball of fire was quivering or 
vibrating, it was not steady in its vertical movement. 
traveled for approximately six - eight seconds. 
large, it was larger than a star, but smaller than a full moon. 

plane was in trouble, since it was inconsistent with the normal 
aircraft traffic. 

The intensity was very consisten 
when she first spotted to decrease almost to the point, t 

L 

The ball of fire did not appear to 
She noted a vertical ascend; 

-advised the ascending movement was slight. Further,- 

The ball 
The ball was 

-advised right from the finish this was a plane and the 

L a d v i s e d  following the decrease in size and 
intensity of the ball, she noted a small spark projected from the 
ball. 
"pep." Following the spark, the ball erupted and exploded, and 

The spark was followed by a slight sound resembling a 

hvestrgationon 7/29/96 at West Babylon, New York 

i / F i k X  / 2 6 5A-NY- 2 5 902 8 a 3  -514 

by SA DONALD W. MCCORMICK/dp Datedictated 8/2/96 

'~bir documca contlins mihr  refommmiatiom nor con~luriom of the FBI. It is me property of the FBI ~d ir & toiour'-y; * 

it and ia conants am not to be distributed outside your agency. 

01- I *  
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an arc of fire developed raining downward.-stated within 
the arc, she noted a few broken pieces of the plane descending 
downward. She observed this debris was displacing the fire in 
areas.-advised she followed the descending fire and debris 
until her vision was blocked by the sand dunes. 

F a d v i s e d  she believed the reason the light 
diminishe 
light in its downward trajectory. 

was because the mass of the plane was concealing the 
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The following investigation was conducted by Senior 
Investigator THOMAS M. O'NEILL and Investigator KEVIN E. WALSH of 
the New York State Police Department, on July 24, 1996: 

was 

which is about a one 
g next door 

facing west 
:45 pm, when 

he turned to the east and saw an orange blob, which lit up the 
sky and disappeared behind the houses. 
boom. He dismissed what he saw as fireworks until he saw the 
news accounts and read the papers the next day and realized what 
he had seen. 

He then heard a loud 

'U' 
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altitude. He did 
boom a couple of 

the distance of the fireball. 
-did not notice smoke and was unable to judge 
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b Prooodonoo: ROUTINE Datot 10/14/1996 

T o t  New York At tn :  M A C  George Andrew -. t 

rrort H I E  Lang Tho 8 F 

. 1 .:. 

on at: SA Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 8277 

Approvod Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Draft06 By: Bongardt Steven A:sa# 

Cas0 ID X: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Titlo: UNSUBfS) ; 
EXPLOSION &&A FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

3 
4% 

Bynopsist 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

Onolosuroa: One copy of FD-302 by SA8 William F. Lynch and Peter 
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douqlas S. 
M a t u l e u  Su ffolk County Porice Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning - witness flare sighting plots. 
Dotaila: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions;’ analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Plight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 
System /G.P.S.)  device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U.S.  Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

Flare sighting8 plotting report of selected witnesses 

L 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact w i t h  

sb 5 cw a 69 oa8-cc 1 
a s  1. LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes N o r t h  
LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 
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These locations have been used in providing possible 

acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector . ;;A 

within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched. 

foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. 
locations are just  outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the u.S. ~ r m y  for the U.S. 'Stinger" missile system. The 
Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

locations of a " P A D  launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 

Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 

r:. ' 

- .. 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 

These 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAM F. 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of 

Inspector DOUG-. 8. 
Demrtment (SCPD) -mrine 
ed to a compass- 

cham rendering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding TRANS 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

This rendwag-was based upon FBI interviews done 
between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 
observed a nflare-liken object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforeIt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York ( N . Y . ) ,  approximately 8t31 PM, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the sp6ts from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow f o r  the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH's rendering did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might belogically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

Inoeatigation on 10/7/96 at Great River, N.Y. 

File# 265 A NY 259028 
SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 

by SA PETER C .  CASAZZA- Date dictated 10/7/96 
a=4 

V l  
m a t  contains neither recdCnmendrtionr nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is Ioumd to your aamcy; 
contents are n p  to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Conttrortbm olPD-302 of DEP. INSP. DOUGLAS MATULEWICH ,on 10/7/96 . ? u o  

1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should logically be searched. 

2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) witnesses which 
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a "flare-like" object rising up 
toward flight # 800. 

3. Seven ( 7 ) ,  more detailed pages, setting forth the names of 
the paired or individual witnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed t h e b e p u t y  Inspector MATuLEwIc"s actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. - - 

- 3' 
I *  

4. 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 

5. 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. 

3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 

-. 

.. 



ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

O l l O f l 2  
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA' Paul Shea - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 e-* 

18, 1996 

Gentlemen: - -  
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 
witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of: witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-likeff 
object rising immediately before the crash of TW.9 flight 800. 
These locations are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
{LONG). In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number 12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington, D . C .  by U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale) provided by Robert. Doherty '-of the"Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA). All of this information taken together indicate to 
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight 800 t h e  "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

- 

1. LAT 40'40.68" 1,ONG 072'40.66'W L l  

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 



To : 

0 0 0 1 1 3  0 :.>+ @ 

SA Peter Casazza September 1 8 ,  1996 

SA Paul Shea SA William F. Lynch Page 2 

. .  

2. LAT 4 0 ' 3 9 . 1 9 "  LONG 072'37.29'W 
! -., 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE s. . 
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibilityexists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

- -  
e- 

Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

DSM : bm 

Enclosures 8 
-- 

.. 
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LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 "  
LONG 0 7 3 " 1 5 . 7 4 2 ' W  
Hand held magnetic compass was 0 9 8 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 0 . 9 6 1 ' N  
LONG 073 '00 .221 'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 110'. 

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 1 0 4 ' N  
LONG 072 '55 .968 'W 
Hand held magnetic com%s' was ' -124 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 7 4 5 "  
LONG 0 7 2 " 4 6 . 5 7 3 ' W  
Hand held magnetic compass was 150 '  
Hand held magnetic compass was 1 5 5 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 8 . 1 7 2 "  
LONG 0 7 2 ' 4 5 . 3 2 1 ' W  
Hand held magnetic compass was 1 5 2 ' .  
Hand held magnetic compass was 1 6 0 ' .  

LAT 40'49.187'N 
LONG O72'39..003'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 18!5* .  
Hand held magnetic compass was 1 8 7 ' .  

?,AT 40  50.295 ' N 
T,ONG 0 7 2 ' 2 8 . 5 2 6 ' W  
Hand held magnetic compass w a s  
Hand held magnetic cornpass was 

2 2 5 ' .  
223' 

a 28% 
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 5. -4 

% - *  Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Count Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with - a n d Y a t  the Fire 
Island Coast Guard Station, Babylon, New 1 .  

ad previously indicated that 
they rising over t h e  ocean. on 

immediatelybefore the crash of TWA flight 
were taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 

directed the boat 
location of their 

800. The 

coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on- 7/17/96. 

When the -hdicated that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following .readings as 
indicated on' his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

as the location of the observations in relationship 
to the re Island Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 
on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

'i 



- . .. 
On 7/29/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department . ,. t.. . 
Marine Bureau, met with at Davis Park Marina, - <+ 

. .‘?;r,-. 
had previously indicated that she had observed <? 
ct rising over the ocean, on the 

” ,-+,‘* 

c‘: Fire Island, New York. 
. .  

before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
ook D / I  MATULEWTCH to the location on the 

on 7/17/96. 

When -indicated that she was in the exact 
location she had occupied on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40‘40.96PT?, ‘LONG 073’00.221’W. From this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by was the 
location of her observations in relationship to the  beach and 
water, and th’e‘magnetic bearing indicated on D/I MATULEWICH‘S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110’. 

c 

.. 
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2$%= On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL County Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with at the Bellport Yacht, 
Bellport, New Pork. 

a .,*e 
- ,? 

-had previously indicated that he had observed a 
.. 

"flare- ike object rising over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight # 8 0 0 .  

\-)returned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 4Oo45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W. From this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by was the location of his obserSat*io'ns, starting with an object with a red 
glow, which rose from east to west. The position of the object 
with the red glow, in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 
indicated to'D/T MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124'. 

.. 
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- 5.: On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' 

' 4  Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Coun ice Department 
Marine Bureau, met w i t h m a n -  at Great Gun 
Beach Marina, Fire Islan ew or 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

were made from a boat approximately 
indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. - 

From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy rnspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 7 4 5 r N f  
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150". The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

- 

.. 
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On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 5 - e  

Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEW 
Department Marine Bureau, met w i t h ~ . n d ~ ~ ~  
Abbott's Hart's Cove Marina, East oriches, New York. I .  .. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
-were made from the dock behind their 
T indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAs MATULEWICH 
took the following readings as indicated on h i s  Garmin, GPS 45: 
LAT 40'48.172", LONG 072 '45 .321 'W.  From this location also 
indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
the location of the observations in re ationship 
dock, a Coast Guard Ayaila'ry boat also docked on the dock, and to 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a reference point. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 1 5 2 ' .  

hand held magnetic compass was 160". 
The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on the 
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On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the  FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police '- - J - ' ~ . 4 * ' k ~ @ &  :.* : 
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense . 2) 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New 
Pork. :&, 

- .  

4' 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 

-hz? 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
iridicatedon h i s  GarminGPS 45: LAT4O049.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone polwbh'ich were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated onT/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

u 

.. 

\ 
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Deputy 

Marine Bureau, met with-and-ath ' -:fh 
Hampton Bays, New Yor - 

4 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULE Suffolk Count Police De artment . *:*: 
to Spellmans Marine and were taken out on- . 'd. 

. ,> the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to 
DOUGLAS 

7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
were made from a boat as 
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GPSa 45: LAT 40'50.295'N, LONG 072 '28 .526 'W.  
From this location amo' indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 0 

as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
his own boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot Motor L i f e  Boat 

which was opeiFating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from on 7 / 2 2 / 9 6 ,  

hand bearing compass was 225'. Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

-indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in t h e  area. 

observation X i  the magnetic bearing in 

The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 
held magnetic compass was 2 2 3 ' .  

.. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7 / 2 0 / 9 6  - 

York. 
identity of the interviewing agents. 
following information: 

He was advised of the nature of the interview and the 
He then provided the 

On July 17, 1996, was out fishing for 
about an hou 
individuals, 
in his boat 
around watching some birds 
away in a 

come all 
vertical the entire time for a total of 2 seconds. He remembered 
thinking it was a flare as he had just purchased some flares 
sometime earlier. The highest point of the llflareul white line 
was about one foot above the horizon and the line was consistent. 
At the top of the white line appeared little red light or 
orangish-red cjrcle which hovered or floated for a second, after 
which, a big dark red explosion appeared about an inch below the 
little red light. 
in length, 
its round shape, and fell to the horizon in approximately t w o  
seconds. A s  the bigger explosion came down it became less red 
and more smokey - grayer about half of the way down, The big 
explosion came down along Pretty much the same line as the white 
line had gone up. The entire incident from the time the white 
line first appeared until the explosion met the horizon took 
approximately 10 to 15 seconds. 

South of Shinnecoc 
degrees magnetic to re-turn to the inlet. The white line was 
approximate1 
marker from - 

when he saw a white line tracing up 
into the sky. not remember seeing the line 

The line went straight b 

This bigger explosion was about a quarter inch 
It hovered for a second, appeared to break apart from 

-earlier had been at the 1 mile marker 
Inlet and had Froc?eded on a heading of 360 

in a ona o'clock position relative to the one mile 

n 

\J 'u Investigstionoo July 20, 1996a1 Watermill, N. Y. 

~ i l ~ #  265A-NY-259028 
SA STEVEN BONGARDT 
SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL:msp Date dictated 7 / 2 0 / 9 6 aa4q by 
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265A-NY-259028 
Continuation of FD-302 of July.taD, 1996 , ~ g e  2 

mile marker forty five minutes 
aid he saw a fishing trawler west of him 

Three other boats were recalled as havinq been in the 
area. 
type", white, with "c 
like a boat named 
earlier in the wee . con oat was a 

The first was a 30 to 40 foot long speed boat, "cigarette 

that w o t : d  seen 
d blue ra h i c s .  It looked n 

approximately 20 to 25 feet in length. 
sailboat seen in a westerly direction. 

The third was a small 

. a s  running his boat at idle at the time 
of the inci ent an eard nothing. He estimated the exDlosion as - 
being five miles away. 

The sun was in a north westerly direction. 

Sometime before t h e  incident, a military plane, 
possibly a C-130, was seen heading West, not too high. 

. .  . .  
. .  
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residence, 
11970, t A  
number 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8/9/96 

WhLermill, New York, 
2, work telephone 

-w b con ac ed for the .purpose of 
tions for his obsewatibns on - ._ 

July 17, 1996 of Trans World Airlines (TWA) Flight 8 0 0  and/or 
Ita rocket” which was reported in previous July 20, 1996 

estigation (FBI) Special Agent 
raveled in his boat to the spot 

interview by Federal Bure 
( S A )  STEVEN A. BONGARDT. 
at Shinnecock Inlet where ocated when he made his 
previously reported observations on July 17, 1996. 

a - - -  

compass. Also present during this contact ;ere the following 
L individuals: 

FBI SAs PAUL SHEA and PETER C. CASAZZA, Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer ROBERT 
A. DOHERTY 
THOMAS F. 
and family friend 

July 17, 1996. 

brother LUKE 
the boat, b 

interviewed on 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretations of this data. 
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-On Wednesday evening, July 17, 1996, 
attending a meeting at the BELLPORT CHAMBER nm 
being held at the BELLPORT YACHT CLUB. 
the deck of the Y- CLUB which overlooked the water. 

looking 61: over the water in a southeaster 
-*r *.by. was watching the lights of an aircraft that _.-- 

horizon in a westward direction. -could not tel. 
aircraft was an airplane or a helicopter. 
a front headlight. 

The ...-wb.s..y u a m  I L ~ I U  on 

During the speech by the main speaker, 

This aircraLc w r r r y  naa t t ~  
i l  

While watching the lights of this aircraf 
observed two brilliant columns of orange flame th-& 
downward.- These columns of flame were at a much 
and much farther from land than the aircraft he w 
watching . h b r o u g h t  this to the attention 0, 

distinct and a considerable distance apart. 

eo le at-t e meeting and noted that the time was * 
h u r t h e r  noted that both columns of flame 

h s  not recall saying the plane was 
+--L.la . 'r 

prior to t e explosion. He may have made thin =+a+a-p 

- 
This document connins neither recommcndrtions nor c0nchSb O f  dK FBI. I1 is the propcny of rbe FBI ud k lard (D por 
it and irs contents are not IO be distributed outside ywr agency. 

-. - 
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The interview was conducted on July 23, 1996. 

All of the subjects' description of the incident we- 
consistent in that they were all seated on a bench located 8 0 U t h  
of Bellport Yacht Club on Bellport Dock at the south end of 
Bellport Lane, Bellpart,'at dusk on the evening of July 17, 1996, 
when they observed two bright orange flames fall from the sky 
south to southeast of their location. None of the subjects 
observed anything ascend from the ground or water. 

Also interviewed this date was 

.. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

629  

7/30/96 D e  t c  of t ranscr ipt  ion 

Belmar, New Jersey 
s advised of the 
e nature of the 

interview. e following information: 

a deck hand, 
he was standing o 

at 2:OO p.m. in the 

Pleasant, 
a thin red line in the sky  caught his attention. 

stated this reddish 
a twisting action 

believed this to be 
flare, where 

explosion occurred in the 
as a reddish, round image 

arc come off this 
explosion fell 

bigger in size. 

into the water 

the explosion 
seeing this thin red line 

this red line. This is the extent of informatio 
provide. 

When questioned further about 
stated it seemed to go where 

ation of 
could 

oint is h i s  last L/ 

I 5 )  SA DANIEL J. MC KENNA/ewc - . . *, >;-. 

opw L- ---?E? 
T o i s  document  contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 01 the  F B t  I i  LS the  property of th and IS loaned to your agency; 
:: a n d  11s ccnrrn t r  are  nor t i )  be distributed outr ide !our a y e n q  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVeSTIGATION 

b Preeedeace: ROUTINE Date: 04/28/1997 
Tot New York 

Brom: New York 
1-46 

Atta: ASAC Charles Domroe 
SSA Neil E. Herman 
SSA Thomas F. Lang 

Contacrt: 

Approved By? w erman Neil E 

Drafted Byr Karniewicz Richard S:pg 

SA Richard S. Karniewicz, X-8280 

Cas. ID i t  265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Titlot UNSUB(S) ; 
EXPWSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, 

AOT-IT-EID 
' JULY 17, 1996; 

8 0 i8: NTSB/FBI Witness 
-and deck hand 

ew Group t h e w  int - Enelomarest One (1) 
which was filled out 

ng the NTSB 

as trolling in 
the vicinity of 
about the time o 

was docked at the 
New Jersey (NJ),. 

to commehng with the interviews of Capt 
an NTSB questionnaire prepared by Alex 

individuals. The Questionnaire contained 
questions raised by the NTSB, based on hformation- provided by 
the individuals in their initial interviews. 

he (the Captain) 
was asked to provide the bearin s for the t the time of the 

explodlion of -A 800. Capt. e a d v i s s  at the position was 40'29.15N 72'44. Additionally, th-s also 

During the interview of cap:. 
L..' 

-..- . I .. . .  d'Scl?w-J37oa%-L-37 ._ I . , b  ? 
1987 



To: New York From: New York 
R e :  265A-NY-259028, 04/28/1997 

advised that t h  

2l;d 
Capt. -was unaware of who w a s  responsible 

of the inciden 
In addition, Capt. 

monitoring radio traffic a t  
a transmission over the radio (which w a s  set on 
reported a flare sighting and then an explosion over the Great 
Bay, Long Island. 
for the transmission. 

' On t h i s  day, deck hand f i l l e d  out the 
questionnaire but w a s  u n a v a i l a b l e ! t e r v i e w .  - 
w i l l  be interviewed in the immediate future. c 

2 
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Q: Di- any other vessels in the vicinity? Port or starboard? How far? Know of any other 
trawlers nearby? Was the boat equipped with radar? If so, were any vessels obsemd nearby? 

% W W ?  - 
&khK K I h i L v  o eScELSiwSG\h acrab, 

O k F ,  R o& t3ac ~ t 0 &  -ti&& -U%t-c\ Noctk  G& 
s* *Rh9ra, 

. 

1 



. c ' .... 

Q: D i d m s e r v e  any aimaft flying directly overhead prior to the flare or explosion? How 
long prior to the flare? How long prior to the explosion? 

LE #- la G - L  B @ & c & , & ~ * , o  c *+b I, 
+ k 6  -^ciaA% ~ 

. 

Q: In what direction was the explosion seen, either compass direction, or relative to the direction 

2 
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Q: In what direction was the flare seen, either compass direction, or relative to the direction of 

i 

Q: D i a  in h a  course and turn bow towards the explosion? How many times? For how 

3 
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Q: D i d p m e  any suTf8ce flames? From which direction (compass or relative to ship 
course) 

J 

Q: Were any boat running lights observed in the distance off the bow? How far away? In what 
u 

4 



or hear any distress calls made by other vessels 

flare or make a distress call in response to the explosion? 

. 

\ 

5 
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Q: D i d m  any other vessels in the vicinity? Port or starboard? How far? Know of any other 
trawlers nearby? Was the boat equipped with radar? If so, were any vessels observed nearby? 

Aav/ 
L 

a4 rt c M her rd& I sc 
- I < IQ. k - 

- -  -Rangelbearing? 
* - 

h- h. v d +Lev- 

1 

I475 
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Q: D i m m e  any aimaft flying directly overhead prior to the flare or explosion? How 
long prior to the flare? How long prior to the explosion? 

A/ Q 

8 

Q: In what direction was the explosion seen, either compass direction, or relative to the direction 

2 



, 

of the boat? 

Q: In what direction was the flare seen, either compass direction, or relative to the direction of - 
the boat, i.e., off the bow, port, starboard, etc.? 

n u  ea5 a q  

Q: D i e u s e  in her course and turn bow towards the explosion? How many times? For how 
long? 

. 

‘W’ 

19’17 

3 



Q: Were any boat running lights observed in the distance off the bow? How far away? In what 
direction moving? How long after the explosion? c n/o ' t  .- - - 

f 
- 

4 



Q: Didmbscrve any flares launched or hear any distress calls made by othex vessels 

Q: Did C/A launch a flare or make a distress call in response to the explosion? 
N O  

. 

5 
! 
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1996. 
agents and the nature of the interview,-providod the 
following information: 

After-being advised of the identitie8 of thi h t u v b & g  

-stated tha t on July 17, 1996, he was employed as 
a deck hand on the 
operates out of the Diesel Inlet Marina in Point Pleasant, New 
Jersey. - and the other crew members were commercially a fishing vessel that 

- 
fishing off the coast of Long Island, New York. 

At approximately 8:30 pm on the evening of July 17, 
1 9 9 6 , o w a s  standing on the starboard side of the boat near 

As the was turning, 
a’flare in the sky traveling mouthwemt at a fast 

after observing the flare, an enormous occurred in the 

described the-flare as reddish in color and it 
arc. Approximately two to three seconds 

sky. Shortly following the explosion, observed an 
aircraft heading west toward the site of the explosion. 

from the explosion. 
stated that t h e ( I ) w a s  approximately ten 

advised that the[-) another 
ve8sel that o rates out of the Dieoal Inlet 

on the evening of July 17, 

w r L y z & i a D  which may be registered in 
he believes that the 

assisted in the recovery effort at the crash 8 te of the TWA air 
disaster . 

a Marina was near the 
1996. -further . t a t 4  that h8 e1i.v- that two other 

were in the area, the 0 

-w- 04/28/97 zk New York, New York 

&# 265A-NY-259028 -CC 3-CI6  

& SA Richard S. Karniewicz M =29/97 

\L 

SA H. Le Lieber 

&9rP 

-. 
7y 

- 
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e" .' , 04/38/97 

The following represents background data for- 

b 
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Point Park, Shirley, New I,,,. 
identity oflhe interviewing agent and the nature of 
interview, 

~ L L C L  uelng aavlsea fi 
, , 

- the following informatiomf ' - 

At approximately 8 : O O  PM on July q m  .IAn* 

arrived at the For *River Marina in MastiL- aeacn LO 
At approximately &0-8:40 PM, while lcoking 
she observed a "thing" rise up through the air 

said that whatever it was, was more than just a flare. 

the ball of fire. 
- red ball -03 fire. 

rose straight up in the sky or whether it rose at an angle.,% . a 

She does not know whether the ball of1-f' 
There was no stream of smoke or fire *EO e 

. a  * -  

!Y:: 

The -ball of fire rose through the sky 
until suddenly-saw a big explosion, which she did 

line of smoke descended from the sky over the Atlantic Ocean.?In's,l, 
a few sec&ds,-ould no longer see the black smoke. 

L 

- hear. Thereafter, from the spot of the explosion, a big 
.4 

'u 
FtIt 25 SA-NY - 2 5 9028 

b! WILLIAM INZERILLO UP 
3 
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265A-NY-25 C28 
AB:dxa 4 &7& 

e/ 
On July 21, 11996, at approximately 4: 17 p.m., Detective 

ARTHUR BUKOWSKI and STEPHEN JENSEN of the Suffolk County Police 
Date of Birth: 

New York/%7 
, Date of 

follows : 

On July 17, 1996 at approximately 8:30 p.m., the above 
witnesses were in a boat along with five other persons on the 
PeconK Bay at the end of the bulkhead of the Harbor Cove Inn. 

Facing westbound, states that she 
observed a flare shoot upward from the water, ascend with a 
bright orange-red glow skyward and at its apex, burst into 
numerous orange red flames. The flare had a very lar e orange 
red tail*/- advised that her boyfriend, A A B .  

flames. Neither heard any nois&!- believes she was 
approximately thirty miles away, while believes he w a s  five 
or six miles away. 

A. 

/97 L l  also watched the flares ascend. 

-advised that the f are descended into numerous red 

&7 

'W 
&loa- 

265A-NY-259028-SUB C @ 3-  3.55 
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FEW&XL'~~UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D8to of t r u r a i p t b .  06/30/97 

was interviewad at 

After being advised of the nature of  tlacr 

Special Agmttm' H. L. 
On June 25, 1997, 

Towd Point Mach, Long 
LIEBER and RICHARD S. KARNIEWICZ of the FEDERAL BUREAU OF 
INVESTIGATION (FBI). 
interview and the identity of the interviewing agents,- 
provided the following information: 

v t a t e d  that she was previously interviewed by 
Suffolk Coun y 
of TWA fli ht 800 on July 17, 1996. 
1996, h h a s  not been contacted by any other law 
enforcement 
1996. However, 

received in the mail several requests to draw a picture de icting 
what she saw in the sky on the evening of July 17th. 
stated that she does not remember who attempted to contact her 
via U.S. mail about what she observed. She is very upset that 
someone from the media was able to obtaip her address. 

olice officers a few days following the explosion 
Since her interview of July, 

she saw on the night of July 17, 
tated that attempts have been made by 

Channel 12 to contact her. Further, she has 

b 

e evening of July 17, 199.6, at approximately 
8:15 pm, e her boyfriend and six other individuals left - the group in the boat procee - ed in a northwesterly According to 
the PECONIC MARINA in a boat owned by 

direction toward Robins Island to have dinner at the GALLEY €IO 
Restaurant. -estimated that the boat ride from the 
PECONIC MARINA to the GALLEY HO is approximately three minutes. 
-stated that the restaurant was full and had a waiting 
list for tables. 
became available. 

The group stayed in the boat until a table 

-stated that at approximately 8:30 or 8:35 pm, 

saw what appeared to be the top of a 

she was fac ng north on the boat looking east toward the 
coastline of the Inlet just beyond Hampton Bays. Over 
her left shoulder, 

flare-like object (hereinafter referred to as the "objectw) was 
pink, orange and red in color and was moving in a arcing 
direction with a trail of smoke. 

flare going off 35 degrees above the horizon. The 

The smoke trail appeared to be 

j___*hvatig8tion on 06/25/97 8t Towd Beach Point, Long Island, New York 
Fue# 265A-NY-259028-&&/- ( b l  7 

SA M. L. LIEBER 
by SA RICHARD S. WiRNIEWICZ Dato dictrtrd 06/30/97 

TU, docomrat cortrfna n d t b r  r ~ m m m d 8 t b a r  nor condorbaa of tbe FBI. It ir tbe propag d tho FB! u d  b bud to 
It 811d Its content8 u o  not to k dlrtributrd outside your r)mcy. 

I 
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ne behind the object which was a gray/yellow color. 
stated that she never saw an explosion and she n.vr)r I(LW 

while tha 

estimated that the object appeared to be approxbately 
She estimated that 

from the time she looked over her left shoulder and initially 
observed the object the entire event took approximately ten to 
fifteen seconds. *stated that she did not observe the 
object ascend from e ground or sea level. 
already in the sky, approximately 35 degrees above the horizon, 

witnessed the top of the flare-like object explode. 
described this explosion as a small fireworks display. 

She further stated that she did not hear any sounds in connection 
with what she witnessed in the sky. 
airplane in the sky. 

on the evening of July 17th is minimal since one 
gone by. She stated that her boyfriend, a SUFFOLK 
COUNTY POLICE officer, witnessed a part o w at she observed. 

hit anything or make contact with anything. 
ascending in the sky,  it appeared to self destruct. 

away from where she was located. 

The object was 

She never observed an 

-stated that her recollection of what occurred 
ear has already 

b 

to illicit statements from him about what he observed. 
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ne behind the object which was a gray/yellow color. 
stated that she never saw an explosion and she never MW 

mar U 

estimated that the object appeared to be approximately 
She esthatd  that 

from the time she looked over her left shoulder and initially 
observed the object the entire event took approximately ten to 
fifteen seconds. -stated that she did not observe the 
object ascend from e ground or sea level. 
already in the sky, approximately 35 degrees above the horizon, 

witnessed the top of the flare-like object explode. 
described this explosion as a small fireworks display. 

She further stated that she did not hear any sounds in connection 
with what she witnessed in the sky. 
airplane in the sky. 

on the even ng of July 17th is minimal since one 
gone by. She stated that her boyfriend, y a SUFFOLK 
COUNTY POLICE officer, witnessed a part o w at she observed. 

hit anything or make contact with anything. 
ascending in the sky, it appeared to self dutrUCt. 

away from where she was located. 

The object was 

She never observed an 

-stated that her recollection of what occurred 
b ear has already 

stated that she has teleph 

to illicit statements from him about what he observed. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of uanscriphon 

ate of Birth (DOB) 
was interviewed at 

erviewing agent and 
iches, New York. 'r ' 

;*gz ; '. the nature of the interview, GALIETTA provided the following 
information: < I  

. - 
.L 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8 : 4 5  PM to 9:00 PM, L: - 
,":& -was standing on a building's deck, located on Dune Road -%: in West Hampton, Long Island, New York. He stated that while 

looking to the south towards the Atlantic Ocean, he observed a 

flaming object fall out of the explosion area downward toward the 
ocean. 
before he lost sight of them near the horizon. 

* ?-s 
3,' 

red-yellowish flare-type object arcing u ward in the sky, 3-'. 

.;' followed by a larger reddish explosion. -hen observed a 

The object separated into two burning sections shortly 

L 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D a w d  truralptbm 7/24/96 

was interviewed at 
Beach, New York, 

County Polhe Dapartmant. After 
of the interviewing 
of the interview, 

provided the following: 

4ccorpanied-by hi6 W i f e  
daughters-their 35 foot boat, th. 

the Coast Guard station. 
of July 17, he first observed something pop up mor the dune6 
that, at first, made him believe that there w e r e  firework6 over 
the bay. He described this event as a rising trail of white Or 
silvery gray smoke which ended in a black puff of smoke before 
quickly turning into a brilliant orange flash and ultimately a 
fireball. 

Moriches Bay approximately one and one-half mi 
Between 8:30 and 8 r 4 S  PBI on th. avening 

L' 

The fireball quickly separated into two distinct 
fireballs. 
toward the water, and-recognized an object that might 
have been either an airplane fuselage or wing. 
and objects were spinning quickly. 

The larger fireball or plume of flames began tumbling 

The falling plume 

With respect to the origin of the trail of snoke, 
-believed that it originated south of hie position either 
on the dunes or beyond the dune6 in the ocean. 
the fireball was moving in an easterly direction and that prior 
to the manifestation of the fireball the trail of smoke rose up 
in a west to east direction from behind the fireball. 

He stated that 

With res ect to the path and characteristics of the 
smoke trail, 6 advised that it rose u in a consistent 
direction but wavered along the way. &heard no sound 
associated with the smoke trail and stated that the smoke trail 
created an ambient brightnass. -described the trajectory 
of the smoke trail initially as vert cle (approximately,Jl:OO, 
direction) and then changing to an arc before becoring.-;+-'.A2L*.--t-- - -  
fireball . 

I ,+ 4 hrrthatbmoa 7/19/96 at Westhampton, New York 
p h  I 265A-NY-259028 I F \ !  7 '7 - - -  

by SA PAUL T. PAIxIMBo/dp Dato W t r d  7/23/96--: 2- - _-- - 
I 9 - W  * TLb dommrt c o m t h r  aoithr rrcommrdrtk., nor cordovbu of tbo FBI. It Ir the mtQI)atv of tbo FBI u l  b b . m d  *a - - 
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At the time of the incident, the sun was in a westerly 
location north of the Coast Guard Station. 

was operating h i s  vessel a mxiratrly ona 
quarter t o w l f  a mile fron the dunem. - I ) d  not 
provide a precise estimate of the origin of the -Ice trail. 

lower helm of the boat w i t h  an unobstructd v ow of tho rky. 

after the incident. 

At the time of the incident, ~ w e m  1Ooat.d in the 

-radioed into  the Coast Guard from th- hndiata ly  
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To: New York Attn: ASAC George Andrew 1, ‘5  

- ’., 

Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 8277 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Draftad By: Bongardt Steven A:sa# 

Ca8e ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Titlot UNSUB(S) ; i.* - 
EXPLOSION & TWA FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT- IT-EID 

Synopsi8: 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

Enolosuro8: 
C. Casazza and one report of uty Inspector Douqlas S. 
M a t u w .  su ffolk County Po e Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning - witness flare sighting plots. 

Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 

One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter i/ 

Detailat Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8 : 3 0  p.m. 
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 
System IG.P.S.) device to amcertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U . S .  Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

s(o5 4w a ‘9 2 oa8-- 1 
a% 1.. LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 
LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 
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- . To: New York From: Herman Neil E . ' Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 
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locat ions 
These locations have been used in providing possible 
of a ~ A D  launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 

acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector .. ;kt 
Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched. 

??* . .- 
-i 
I. 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign WANPADS obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U . S .  Army for the U.S.  'Stinger" missile system. The 
Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

These 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
.. : .. i 

On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAM F. 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of 

MATUXZWI- a+ the S m l k  e DeDartment (SCPD) -mrine 
Bureau, the below listed items all connected to a compass- 
chart rendering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding TRANS 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 
observed a "flare-liken object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforeIt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), approximately 8:31 PN, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the sp-dts from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

Investigation (FBI) 8 obtain ty Inspector DOUGLAS, s o  

This rendwag-was based upon FBI interviews done 

i/ 
Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 

E'ight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 
an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight IC 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWXCH's rendering did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be.logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

Inv~tigatioo 00 10/7/96 at Great River, N . Y .  

pile# 265 A NY 259028 
SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 

by SA PETER C. CASAZZA - Date dictated 10/7/96 
a234 c . 1  

m a t  cootrios odtber r&mcadatioos nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI m d  is loaoed to your agemcp; 
are n? to be distributed outride your apmcy. 
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1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should logically be searched. 

2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) witnesses which 
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a "flare-liken Object rising up 
toward flight # 800. 

3. Seven ( 7 ) ,  more detailed pages, setting forth the names of 
the paired or individual-witnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed theakhbeputy Inspector MATWLEWICH'S actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. - 

i. -;p* 
I C _  a s  

I -  

4. 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWXCH showing the resultant 

A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 

L~ intersection of those sightings. 

5. 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date 

Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 

-. 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 
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18, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA' Paul Shea 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 )Lg e 

Gentlemen: - -  
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 
witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot .  

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising immediately before the crash of TW9 flight 800. 
These locatrons are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
(LONG). In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
tight, published at Washington, D.C. by U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

- 
The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 

hrs. h a s  been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses obfiervations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 8 0 0  may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale! provided by Robert Doherty 'bf the' Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DTA). All of this information taken together indicate to 
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight. 800 the "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

1. TiAT 40'40.68'N TIONG 072'40.66'W e 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11 980 - (51 6) 852-6000 



. .  .. 

To: SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

2. LAT 40'39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W > -.: 
- I .  

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE 
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE ( 1 )  nautical mile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibilityexists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

L/ 
DSM : bm 

Enclosures 8 
-_ 

Si$cerely, 

Deputy Inspector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

.. 



LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 "  
LONG 073 '15 .742 'W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass w a s  0 9 8 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 0 . 9 6 1 ' N  
LONG 073 '00 .221 'W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 1 1 0 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 1 0 4 ' N  
LONG 072'55.968'W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic  c o m k s  w a s ' - 1 2 4 ' .  

LAT 4 0 " 4 5 . 7 4 5 ' N  
LONG 072'46.573'W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 150 '  
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 1 5 5 ' .  

LAT 40O48.172" 
LONG 072'45.321'W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 1 5 2 ' .  
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 1 6 0 ' .  

LAT 40'49.187'N 
LONG 072 ' 39 ..OO 3 ' W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 185" 
Hand held magnetic compass was 187" 

TtAT 40'50.295'N 
TJONC; 07  2 " 28.526 ' W 
Hand held m a a n e t i c  compass was  225'. 
Hanc! held magnetic cornpass was 2 2 3 '  

. . .  - .  
. . .. 

. .  
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Count Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with -and -at the Fire 
Island Coast Guard Station, Babylon, New 

ad previously indicated that 
they rising over the ocean, on 
the evenin 

Guard Motor s 1 e Boat #44341. 
800. The 

co*xswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 

of 7 17/96, immediately kefore thecrash of TWA flight 
were taken out on the water in the. U.S. Coast 

directed the boat 
location of their 

observations on- 7/17/96. 

When the m h d i c a t e d  that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following *readings as 
indicated on' h i s  Garmin GPS 45: 'LAT 40*37.613'N, LONG 
073'15.742'W. From t h i s  location a l s o  indicated to D/I Matulewich 
by the -as the locat ion of the observations in relationship 
to the re Island Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 

\i on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 



* .  . .* 

On 7/29/96, a t  t h e  request of SA PAUL SHEA of t h e  FBI, Deputy - .> -.--F;e . . i. 
: ,' p : I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County P o l i c e  Department 

F i r e  I s l a n d ,  N e w  Pork.  
. .I 3% 

Marine Bureau, m e t  w i th  a t  Davis Park Marina, - 'I' 

, 

had p r e v i o u s l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s h e  had observed -3 
c t  r i s i n g  over  t h e  ocean,  on t h e  evenin h 7/17/96, immediately b e f o r e  the c r a s h  of TWA f l i g h t  800. 

ook D / I  MATULEWICH t o  the l o c a t i o n  on t h e  beac where  n s e ma e h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on 7/17/96. 

When i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s h e  was i n  t h e  exact 
l o c a t i o n  s-d on 7/17/96, Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took t h e  fo l lowing  r ead ings  a s  i n d i c a t e d  on h i s  Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.96M,'LONG 073"0O.22ltW. From this l o c a t i o n  
a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t o  D / I  MATULEWICH by w a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  beach and 
wa te r ,  and th 'e 'magnetic b e a r i n g  i n d i c a t e d  on D / I  MATULEWICH'S hand 
he ld  magnetic compass w a s  110'. 

.. 



- .  
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: ?&% On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL County Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with at the Bellport Yacht, 
Bellport, New Pork. 

'lflare- ike" object rising over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the  crash of TWA flight # 8 0 0 .  

. : ,*:- 
t' 

% n 

-had previously indicated that he had observed a 
.. 

L-Jreturned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH to-ok the following readings as indicated on h i s  Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40°45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W. From this location 
also indicated to D / I  MATULEWICH by was the location of his obser+at*io'ns, starting with an object with a red 
glow, which rose from east to .west. The position of the object 
with the red glow, in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 
indicated to'D/I MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124'. 



. 1. . 

-. - ;;:@: 
- .  On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Coun ice Department 
Marine Bureau, met w i t h m a n -  at Great Gun 
Beach Marina, Fire Islan ew or 

J -: 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

were made from a boat approximately 
indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. 

From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.74W': LONG 
also indicated to D/I 
was t h e  location of the - 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

.. 
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On 7/21/96, a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of t h e  FBI, . .. 

.. Deputy I n s p e c t o r  
Department Marine Bureau, 
A b b o t t ' s  H a r t ' s  

- .a  

_ -  . t-t :, * ?  . 
I n d i c a t e d  t o  Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS 

o b s e r v a t i o n s  on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
-were made from t h e  dock behind t h e i r  
i n d i c a t e d  area on t h e  dock, Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 
took t h e  fo l lowing  r ead ings  a s  i n d i c a t e d  on h i s  G a m i n ,  GPS 45: 
LAT 40'48.172", LONG 072'45.321'W. From t h i s  location a180 
i n d i c a t e d  t o  D / I  MATULEWTCH by 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
dock, a Coast Guard AYai*lary boat a l s o  docked on t h e  dock, and t o  
numerous p o l e s  on t h e  s h o r e ,  which  w e r e  used a s  a reference p o i n t .  

The magnetic b e a r i n g  t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  end of t h e  dock 
i n d i c a t e d  on D / I  MATULEWICH'S hand h e l d m a g n e t i c  compass w a s  152'. 

The magnetic b e a r i n g  t o  t h e  f l a g  p o l e  
hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 1 6 0 ' .  

i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  
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.- . : -, .,. re:* 
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense . -+ 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New 
Pork. !.&, 

On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 
_ f  :.* . Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police - -..- 

-~ 

L-' 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 

B e a c h a i g h h Z z t e  
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicatedon h i s  GarminGPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETP was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone polewbh'ich were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated o n T / r  MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 



. .  . _ .  
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS 
Marine Bureau, met with 

Spallmans Marine and were taken out on- 
oat to the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to 

MATULEWICH w that the obs 

- 
7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
were made from a boat as the boa en ere the area JUS we8 - 
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GPSs 45: LAT 4Oo50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location a&& indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 0 

-as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
stern of h i s  own boat and a Coast Guard ,44  foot Motor Life Boat 
which was oper'ating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from on 7/22/96, , observation #l the magnetic bearing in 
hand bearing compass was 225'. Observation # 2  the magnetic bearing 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

-indicted to D/I MATULEWTCH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 

W 

relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

held magnetic compass was 223'. 

-. 
The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 

.. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07/21/96 

East Moriches, New 
nterviewed on J u l y  

29 Maple Avenue, 
er (516) 878-3700. 
erviewing agents 
d the following and t h e  nature  of t h e  interview, 

information: 

Approximately 8 2 0  PM on Ju ly  17, 1996, -returned 
TS HARTS COVE MARINA after boating w i t h  his 

i n  Moriches Bay. Soon thereafter, while 
next t o  h i s  boat, and looking south of h i s  

posi t ion,  he s a w  what appeared t o  be a flare. 
determine whether t h e  'flare" was r i s i n g  up o r  dropping down. 
T h e  " f la re"  w a s  already i n  mid-air when he first saw it; he did 
not see it leave t h e  ground. H e  does not  know whether t he  f lare 
had a ' t a i l , "  and he is not  sure  i n  what d i r ec t ion  the  "flare" w a s  

H e  could not  

he said t h e  f lare ended i n  a 'big ba l l  of 
not  see a plane before he s a w  the explosion. 

how long he saw the  f l a r e  before he s a w  t he  
s able t o  describe where t h e  ' f la i r"  was 

located i n  t e s y when he first s a w  it, and where i n  the  sky he 
saw the  "big b a l l  of flames." -had no fu r the r  infomation.  

Investigation on 07/19/96 , ( E a s t  Moriches, NY 

Date dictated 

i t  m d  i t s  cootents are not i o  be distributed outside your agency. 





_ _  

Dit0 d truwrlptba 

On the evening of July 17, 1996, 
in Bridgehampton directly overlooking the 
know the name of thY-btSeach, but with the use o 
nearest to where the beach was located. 

The streak lasted only for about one or two ee 
when it then burst into a very large bright orange-red roun 
fire. The-fire descended and became uneven in shape. 
descended into the horizon, and was no longer visible. 
not hear anything at any time. 

beach, and determine exactly where she was standing,and looking 
at the time. 

L a d v i s e d  that she would be able t o  revisit the 

- - 

. . _. 

i t  and i t s  contents lire not to bedistributed outside your roemy& 
a. .w-CC- .  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INyEsllGATION 

the purpose of the interview, 
information: 

were on the beach in 
Bridgehampton, New York. The time was just prior to dusk, the 
color of the sky was 'hazy blue', and it was a 'clear day". 

ocean when she noticed a reddish/orange "scattered" light 
approximately forty-five degrees to her right (West). There was 
a small trail arching upward to the light. Although the trail 
was the same reddish/orange color as the "scattered' light, the 
trail was not as bright as the light. -could not recall 
which direction the trail arched, however, she motioned several 
times with her hand from left to right when referring to the 
trail. She further stated that the trail was small. 

While playing with the children, -was facing the 

1 

Part of the trail was already visible in the sky when 
first saw it. It began at one inch above the horizon and 
saw it start to grow at one and three-quarter inches above 

tilized a standard 
ruler to determine measurements in inc h ea. As she watched it, 
m t e orizon. (During the interview, 

the trail continued to grow upward. The trail arched almost 
vertically upward at a seventy to an eighty-degree angle, and it 
lasted for one to two sgconds. The width of the trail appeared 
to be the same as the wiath of a cellular telephone antenna. 

* '  ' til stopped growing, -d 

ie upper end of the tra 
wnen m e  cre 

saw an explosion at tl 
described the explosion as- the reddish/orange 'schttered' light. 
The explosion occurred at two inches above the horizon line. The 
light was originally the size of a dime and it u r e w  to be -.- 
sliuhtlv laruer than a marter. 

I. 

a - -  =did not Gear any sound 
fro; thi expiosion. 

,lnvest@tionon 6/13/97 .t Bridgehampton, N e d  York 

Fikl 265A-NY-259028 PI -4!9-C,l4 Due- 
SA CHRISTINA GUST and 
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265A-NY-259028 

Continuation of FD-302 of 

The l igh t  then s t a r t ed  to  " t r ick le  down" toward the 

faded away. 

advised tha t  the en t i r e  event, from the t i m e  she 
first noticed the t ra i l  t o  when she saw the l i gh t  fade away, 
las ted approximately twenty to  t h i r t y  seconds. 

W h e n m f i r s t  s a w  the t r a i l  going up in to  the  a i r ,  
she thought tha t  it w a s  a f l a r e .  She did not view the event as  
being an object or  a plane. 
p r io r  t o  July 17, 1996, therefore,  she could not ver i fy  t h a t  it 
was not a f l a r e .  Because she believed it w a s  a f l a r e  and tha t  
someone may have needed help, when the  event ended,. 
departed from the beach and went t o  telephone the Coast Guard. 
Later, -also l e f t  t he  beach. 

Flight 800 cras s e did not make the correlat ion between the  
crash and what s h  had witnessed a t  the'beach on July 17. 0 
t o ld  - t h a t b h e a r d  something on the news indicat ing 
tha t  possible witnesses should contact the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI). -hen cal led the FBI a few days a f t e r  
the crash. 

glasses. 
seen a t  the  beach. 4e '__ ly  spoke about the event t o  the 
i n i t i a l  FBI interviewers af ter  the crash. 

She had never actual ly  seen a f l a r e  

\i 
W h e n m l a t e r  heard about the TRANS WORLD AIRLINES 

=is not color blind, and sbe does not wear 
She did not s ak t o  the media regarding what she had 
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PD-302 (Rm. 3-1-2) 

L/ - 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

and her friend, 

w o o k e d  to her right, to the southwest, and saw 
huge flare a came from the water, went up and exploded, and 
flames came down. They heard a deep, boom-boom-boor-boom-boora 
sound and then the ground shook. 
black smoke, and she thought a ship was on fire. 

-recounted the events as follows: she thought 
the "flare rose from the water, and at first thought it was a 
distress s.igna1. 
She guessed it was in flight for nsecondsn. She saw grey smoke 
and white smoke behind the "flare". It was grey at first, then 
the smoke changed to white. 
the leading edge of the smoke. 

She did-not see an object, just an orange-red-yellow flame, 
mostly orange, followed by smoke. 
falling away, but only remembered two flames coming down 
afterward . 
"sound of thundern afterward. 
still pretty good, at dusk, with a grey sky that night. 

She saw fire on the water and 

It was nway too bign, and it seemed riles away. 

There was a.bright orange glow at 

She could not say there was an initial puff of smoke. 

She did not remember an object 

She did not hear the "flare'@ go up, but only heard the 
She recal€ed the outside light wag 

Investigation on 7 / 2 3 / 9 6  
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FD-3021 (Rw. lI-lW3) 

L/ 

265A-NY-259028 
Corlinurtioa of PD-302 .OB 07/23/96 . ? y o  

\ -  

The trail of the "flare" was curved as the wflaram f h w  . r r  

up vertically. 
were coming down, like a plume. The first piece was bigger, and 
the one in the back peeled away and was not as big. 

There was an explosion and two pieces of flaw 
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On 7/15/97 
was interviewe 

SCOTT G. METCALF, of 
at a park in Avon, C 

driven in from their 
took the five (5) 
so they could unwind 

no aircra 

further supplied the following information: 

lnwrtiprtionoa 7/15/97 Avon, Connecticut 
mkdWWed 8/5/97 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

hie  of tmnscription 7/21/96 

Westhampton Beach, New York, 
as he was leaving Rogers telephone 

Beach. 

m a d v i s e d  that on Wednesday, July 17, 1996, he was 
sitting on his deck and saw two orange balls in the sky. 

sparks. 

These 
an to descend and were accompanied by white colored 
also heard a big boom at about the same time. 

-did not witness anything prior to seeing the red 
balls. 

265A-NY-259028-SUB cc \ '- 

L/ tnvcstigationon 7/18/95 rt Westhampton Beach, New York 
File# pq SA-NY-259028 
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Ihte0f-n 7/29/96 

On July 22, 1996, at 

Speonk, New 
1996, she, 

Date of Birth 

were riding 
Head Road, Town of 

in a southerly 
The small red ball of 
bigger and started to fall 

of the same 

FBI - NEW YORK 

nvestigamn on 7 12 2 / 9 6 pt Speonk, New York 

~d~ t 

by SA JOSEPH P. FANN1NG:cam Ya/ Datcdicpbcd 7/24/96 

2 6 SA-NY- 25 902 8 
L 

Investigator DARNLEY 0. SCOON 3" 
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Date of transcription 02/04/97 

on the evening of 07/17/96 she was 

that she was in the process 
facing the inlet, when she 

(spouse) in the Great South Bay near 

witnessed something explode over the Atlantic Ocean, south of the 
inlet. 
fireball. After returning home, she heard about the explosion of 
TWA flight 800 on the news. 

She further described the event as a flash followed by a 

-stated that she had the photographs develo ed 
within a day or two of 07/17/96. 
advised that she noticed a small white streak. b a d v i s e d  
that she then contacted the FBI's toll free number to report that 
she witnessed the explosion and had a "strange" photograph. 
-stated that she talked to an FB1,agent named JOE KU"S 
who advised her to send the negativeJnegatives to the FBI ' s  New 
York office. -dvised that she sent negatives via 
overnight express to the FBI. -stated that KU"S 
contacted her three ( 3 )  days later to inform her that .the 

In one of the hotos, 

. negative was clear and there was "nothing wrong'witk her camera." 

m a d v i s e d  that her photo has aired on Channel 2 
and Channel 12, and on the 
stated that two journalists, 

International 
before the 
advised 
because she did not want to travel to JFK- International Airport: 

m a d v i s e d  that she contacted m ( L N U )  at the 

Investigation on 0 1 / 3 0 / 9 6 at Middle Island, NY 

File# 265A-NY-259028 - c c - 3 5 7  Date dictated 0 2 / 04 / 9 7 
SA Scott G. Metcalf 

by SA Jennifer A .  Leonard 
/4.3 
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television show “Hardcopy” 
“Hardco y” offered to pay- $500 for the photograph, and 

re arding selling her photograph. 

&turned down the offer as per her attorney’s advice. 

the Internet on a 
has been in contact 

that summary of what she 
to 

Flight 800 ex 
a summary for 

The following background information was obtained 
through interview and observation: 

b NAME: 
DOB : 
POB : 
SOCIAL SECURITY # :  
SEX : 
ADDRESS : 

TELEPHONE: 
EMPLOYMENT: 
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DIte of trurcxlptbr 8/8 /96  

e nature of the interview. 
rovided the following information: 

On Ju ly  17, 1996, a 
t ha t  she and her girlfqiend, 
j u s t  finished walk i sa round  
High School. Hampton Bays Hi 
of Argonne Street and Wakemann Road in  Hampton Bays, New York. 
Upon complethg her walking, ahe started t o  cross through the 
middle of the track heading to  her car i n  the school parking lot. - - 

L A . 7 - s  walking towards the parking lot she . I  

turned around o cal l  her children over t o  the car. 
turned she looked up i n  the sky and observed what she termed as a 
"dud roman candle or flare". 

When she 

tated that her friend 

Tbis docummt contains neither recornmadations nor 8 of the FBI. It is tba property af the FBI u d  h b r l  
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On July 17, 1 9 9 6 , v w a s  

for her son to finish his walk. 
Hampton Bays high school trac 

arising from behind the tree line caught her attention. 
A s  she faced 

with her friend, 

A streak of grey smoke arisint, from behind the tree 

before disappearing. Once the smoke 

line on an approximate 212 magnetic bearing from her, ascended on 
a slight arc over the tree line to an approximate 230 magnetic 

turned away thinking it was a dud firework. 
This arcing too her approximately 5 seconds. -did not hear 

tearing from 
disappeared, 

a-:' sounds associated with the smoke. \ /  u 
-noticed there were some houses behind the tree 

line in the vicinity where the smoke started from and thought the 
smoke was a firework that did not operage correctly. She thought 
it was strange to see fireworks from that direction because she 
had never seen any activity near those residences before. 

general' 7 hazy day. 
-did not notice any clouds but stated it was a - did not notice any airplanes in the sky. 

at - Invesngation on 
.mlO / 9 7 New York, NY 

File Y Date dictaled 

by SA ROBERT V. DESANTIS, FBI 265A-NY-259028 N/A 

6 9  73 SA JOANNA M. LOONIE, F B I ) ~  I 8 :. 
This document contains neither recommendrtions nor concldions of the FBI. It is the property of thc FBI and is loancd to your agency; 

>$* 
, <*q 

J ... it and its contents arc not to be diaibuted outside your agemy. 
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Detective M 
Detective C:dp) 

and Detec 
Department. The interview was'-conducted on July 17, 1996. 

as interviewed by Detective GARY MII&ER 
IN of the Suffolk County Police 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM - ResMance 
is 2 miles east of Cupsugue Beach on the south side of Dune Road. 
She was sitting on hzi  couch facing the ocean. While sitting she 
can on1 see the dune and while talking on the phone with 

(husband works for CNN). She observed a red dot YI he dunes and assumed it was kids with fireworks. 
It traveled upward very fast and after several seconds saw a 
large bright yellow/bright orange mass fall to the ground. 
did not note any smoke trail but red dot traveled upward, 
slightly arching left to right. 
just prior to dusk. It should be 
noted that because she could not see the water, she assumed the 
red dot came from the beach and the subsequent debris fell on the 

She 

The sky was a lightish blue, 
She did not hear any sounds. 

Ll beach. 
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Diu of tmnscriptiOn 8 / 2 5 / 9  7 

following information: 

7,1996,- sitting on her couch speaking to a fiiend, 
n the telephone when she saw a small “red point of light” travel up into 

the sky fiom left to right. Immediately the dot turned into an explosion and thick streams of fire 
came down as she walked over to the large windows through which she had witnessed the event. 
At the time she felt as though kids on the beach had shot a flare into the sky and she recalled 
initially being worried that the streams of fire coming down would ignite the beach grass just 
behind her beach home. 

(The windows through whic-tnessed the incident consisted of three 
b long rectangular floor length windows with matching smaller square shaped windows above a 

small partition (amount of wall). There also existed a small amount of wall (partition) between 
each of the three windows. The height of the floor length windqws were approximately five ( 5 )  
inches above the horizon measured at an arm’s length and the center of each respective square 
window was approximately 8.25 inches above the horizon measured at an arm’s length.) 

-called the color of the ex losion as yellow. It was thick and fell 
vertically downward - it “started big and fell”. h e r  recalled seeing other shapes 
coming down. 

bottle rockets 
the way up to 

The red light she saw traveling upward was traveling about the same speed as 
she had witnessed kids shoot in the past. m o u l d  see the red light go all 
the point of the explosion. It had traveled left to right just angled slightly to the 

right of vertical but arced slightly at the end. She could not recall exactly, but felt as though she 
had first seen the red light in one of floor length windows and that it had traveled a window 
width in a horizontal direction fiom left to right and ended up in one of the square windows 
above the floor length windows - most likely the center one. It took approximately five (5 )  

to ascend. The f l i e s  descended a lot slower than the red light had 
called walking over to the window while still talking on the phone with 

as the flames came down and the incident ended. 

u s t i g a t i o n  on 8 / 1 9 / 9 7 at Westhampton Beach, NY 

Fie#  265A-NY-259028 C C b  bsl ~ h t c d i ~ t c d  N/A 

by SA Steven A. Bonqardt (sab) 
SA Jennifer Safir 

d9P*- 
l%is document contains neither neommcadttionr mr collEhuiolu of the FBI. It is the pmperty of the FBI lad b kpncd to your uency; 

-- it yd its contents am notto be disdnucd outrjdc youryagy. .- 
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Cnnrinuation of FD-301 of - .on 8/19/97 .we 2 

Upon M e r  reflection, -ore clearly defined the color of the little dot 
of red light as “orange red” with a little bit of a “glow”. She had stated the sun was setting at the 
time and the color of the sky was purple. 

-ecalled feeling shocked during the entire event - she did not know 
exactly what she was witnessing but had an uncomfortable feeling about it. She found out about 
the accident fiom the television coverage and could not believe that she had actually Seen it. 

m t a t e d  that -husband worked for CNN and that was how she first came to 
be interviewed by CNN shortly after the explosion. 
personnel who had interviewed her had received her name om CNN.-ted she had 
drawn a picture of what she had seen for the two law enforcement people who had interviewed 
her before. Portions of her interview for CNN had been on television several times. 

that the law enforcement 

=wore glasses primarily for reading but wuld not recall if she had been 
wearing them at the time. 

-auld not recall enough information to make specific measurements 
(with a standard ruler at an arm’s length) about the location of her observations above the 
horizon. 

-dded that the initial s e m h  that night had been, as she recalled, 
significantly to the right (west) of where she had seen the red light., explosion, and flames occur, 
and that it wasn’t until sometime in the end of August that she had Seen a recovery vessel around 
the location where she had seen the flames make contact with the horizon. 
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Date of mncnptlon 06/26/97 

nature of the interview. 
information: 

He then provided the following 

On July 17, 1 9 9 6 , o w a s  employed as a mate on the 
The boat was Captained by 

with two customers on board. The boat was-ly 
charter boat. 

f i v e  miles off F i r e  Island on the ocean side in an area known as 
t h e  Pines. 

At approximately 8:35 P.M.-was standing at the 
aft end of the boat, facing East, near the diesel engines and the 
exhaust system. He was looking out toward the ocean at the 
fishing lines when he saw what he thought was a flare. -saw 
an intense reddish-orange light ascend upwards from the surface 
into the sky. The light traveled from left to right (North tc 
South) in an arc for  about three seconds before disappearing into 
the clouds. A short time (less than thirty seconds) after the 
light disappeared into the clouds, a white light similar in color 
'LO a bolt of lightning, appeared in the,same area where the 
reddish-orange light disappeared. This light only lasted as long 
as a camera flash does. 
orange light, duller in radiance to the first ascending light, 
appeared in the sky and showered to the ground much the way a 

$ Raman Candle does. There did not seem to be any sound associated 
with the light. The entire event seemed to last for about two 
minutes. Shortly after this event, they pulled in the fishing 
lines and the Captain headed for shore passing a Coast Guaxd ship 
in the process. The Captain radioed to the Coast Guard what they 
had witnessed. 

L 

Immediately following this light an 

-stated that the sea was calm and that there was a 
distinct orizon that day. The reddish-orange light that 
originated on the surface did not have any smoke with it. This 
light was thicker and different in color than any of the flares 
he has seen.-stated that he was in the navy for 
approximately four years and has seen many flares in the service 

hvestigation on 0 6 / 2 6 / 9 7 at New York, NY 

File# 265A-NY-259028-&?-a7 Ducdictrted N/A 

by SA ROBERT V. DESANTIS, FBI 

b 

SA SALVATORE A. EMILIO, ATF 

it and its contents IR not to be distributed outside y 
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Continuailon o i  FD-302 oi . o n  0 6 / 2 6 / 9 7  .me 2 
and in civilian life. 
flares. 

He has personally fired half a dozen 

-did not see any air traffic that day and was 
wearing his glasses which give him 2 0 / 2 0  vision. 

-stated that he did not have any alcohol that day. 

L’ 

0002 
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Date of transcription 0 7 . / 2  5 / 96 

, Date of Birth (DOB) 
Center Moriches, New 
interviewed in the 
AVERSANO. Alcohol. ~ _ _ _  - 

Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF) , and Detective MICK McDONOUGH, 
Suffolk County Police, at the SENIX MARINA, 50 Senix Avenue, 

of the interviewing agents and the nature of the interview, 
provided the following information: 

Center Moriches, New York. After being advised of the 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM to 8 : 4 5  PM, 
was on her husband's boat with her husband, docked at the 

ENIX MARINA. She stated that while looking to the south towards 
the Atlantic Ocean, she saw what looked like a flare with a whitt 

going in a curve, and then she saw red flames falling. 
urther stated that the falling flames grew larger, into a 

"wall or of flames, before she lost sight of it near 
thought the flare-type object came from a boat the horizon. 

in the ocean. 

F 
i/ a 

26%-fu Y-259028-SUB m3 
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Ihk of tnllraiptim 

s re-contacted regarding 
had provided on July 20, 1 
tity of the agent and the 
the following in 

';. ., 
y, 

r' .y; -and her husband were in the vicinity of Great Gun 
E- */ 2 .  

Beach the evening of July 17, 1996 and observed a flare in the 
sky. *A' . .Az 

-stated that she used a compass to measure the 
point where-she and her husband observed the flare. 
that she observed the flare at approximately 150 degrees from 
Great Gun Beach. 
employed as an air traffic controller. 

She advised 

-also stated that she had previously been 

b 
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Date of transcription 7 1 2  1/96 

I a member of ,$he HOLIDAY -- 
(HBPCIA) ,-bane nuzaber ‘ . ( r S Z % ~  

Holiday Beach Marina is located at the end of Old Neck Road South 
in Center Moriches. 

On Wednesday, July 17, 1996, 0 and other members 
of the HBPOA were at the marina checking on their boats. 

Between 8:30 and 8:45pm, at dusk, while standin on the 
dock at the creek, facing south towards Fire Island,& 
observed a fireball in the air past Fire Island, at the three 
o’clock position in the vicinity. The fireball exploded, 
breaking into two pieces. The first piece descended down to the 
left with a bright, burning, deep-orange color. Them piece saw followed the descent down about two seconds later. 
black smoke the pieces, but lost sight of t em over the 
sand dunes. did not see any white streaks. This entire 
process took about twenty-five seconds. 

‘U 

12. 
-had observed fishing boats anchored near buoy 

nd his wife, 
this Invest-r inciden and were  subsequently ’ 

1 

place of business in the Monarch Shopping Center in Moriches, New 
York. =5*-NY-259028-- -66 1 

SEQ 
1 

Investigation on 7/ 2 1/ 9 6 

File # 265A-NY-259028 1 9 1996 
u 

! Special Agent 
by Special Agent GREGORY A. CO&EMAN/tmr Datedictated 7-12 ?\\ -- 

a96 ‘This document contains neither recommendations r?conclusions of the FBI I t  is the property of the FBI and is loaned l o  your a&&; ’ 
- - a  6 -  - A - I . - . .  I-- . A  h” A..+..h...- l  - . , * - .4 .  .,-...... 
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ot at t h e  marina that  
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Surf Club of Quogue& 
just  opposite h i s  residence. 
l i k e  a distress flare" and i 
which last& for about ten 8 

T U  docomat mat&# m i t b r  -aLlbmr @or oorrdrdmr d tbe FBI. It fr t h  pmputy d Ik P U  . -  





265A-NY-259028 sua 
B:axh 

The following investigatian was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) THOMAS G. BARDEN: 

At the direction of ADIC JAME 
Agent (SA) THOMAS G. BARDEN provided to 

ty Board (N 
(Protect Identity). Attached is the 

National Tra 
interview of 
redacted 
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Attachment/axh 

1. 

He was born on in 
is employed as a ir m e  pilot 
employment with-hPmAn on 

- __. _____--I RESS AIRLINES and a furlough 
from USAIR. 

I - -=J-- -  

employment as a pilot with DAT,T,A.S FUD 

his First Officer 

Flight 507 took off from 
flight 507 from Boston, 

Boston Logan Airport at 8:lO pm. After communication with the 
Air Traffic Controller (ATC), Boston, -was advised to 
take the normal route as opposed to a shorter route, due to air 
traffic. #-advised he was getting close to Hampton, Long 
Island, and had cleared from 24,000 feet to 18,000 feet to 17,000 
feet, and was leveling off at 16,000 feet, when he noticed a 
plane in the distance. 
toward i-bplane. 

17, 1996, 

The plane was to the left of and headed 

-noticed that what appeared to be the other 
plane's landin li ht, was "brighter and little more off-color 
than normal 'I . -estimated that the plane was at about 
12,000-13,000 feet and he at this altitude the plane 

anding lights 
curious and had on its landing lights. 

are usually off at 10,000 
he continued to keep his entered his 
mind that one of the plane's engines may be on fire, but he 

course. 
because the plans continued normally on 

then wondered if this particular type of plane 
) may have two landing lights very close 
advised he could not clearly see the other 
distance and also because it was dusk. 

During this time, thought that the other 

advised that planes flying plane must be an 
coming from JFK Airport. 
internationally tend to f 
t h i s  plane may have begun to turn left a little. 
continued to observe the plane to see if it was t 

maintained its course. 
would be abnormal. 

first saw the plane, it was 25 to 33 miles away. 
quite at 16,000 feet, estimate the other plane at 12,000-13,000 
feet, 

because it appeared to be 

e coast, and it- as if 

bserved the plane for 

C h i s  
did not turn left and 

He estimates that when he 

The two planes were traveiizg toward each other and- 
was a ccuple 2f miles ts :?.e riqht .-,f the c t h e r  plane. - 
flicked his iefc iacdicg l:z~h:, a ncrrnal FroredLire t 3  

approximately two to - r.zt 

signal one plane cf x c t k e r  s;ar.e's y 7 - c  U - - ~ n n c e .  At :i;ls ::?ne he 

was apprcximately 1 5  to 19 ~ 1 - 3 ~  . -  f r r i " ~  ::-? 3,ther piar .2  and I, 212: 
..- _.. 3, : JG fnet abzve IZ. 

. .  . .  .* ~e sa:= ~ r a t  3 : ~ : s :  s i ~ u - t a ~ e ~ ~ s l - , -  :- 
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fla-the land light, the other plane exploded. The explosion 
took place between 8:30 pm ane8:40 pm. 

advised the explosion was one large fireball 

two,parts to be the wings 
described the explosion as fuel 

from the bottom of the plane into the 

containi 

the flames were trailing 4,000 feet behind the plane. For a 
moment the fireball appeared to burn, hsngi-rig'in the air, as the 
two parts, possibly wings, fell burning to the water. 

yellow and black fire. He indicated 

using Airway Hampton 236 and code name 
first to notify the ATC (on that 

frequency) that there was an explosion in the air. 
response, he repeated the transmission. 
later, another carrier, believed to be LUFTHANSA AIRLINES, also 

fli hts excluding TWA 800. A t  this time, First Officer 9 relayed a transmission offering assistance. 
was looking at the fuel gauge at the time of explosion. 
-landed EWA 507 in Trenton at 9:07 pm. 
attendants were unaware of the explosion and indicated that the 
39 passengers were also unaware of what had happened. 

4-badvised that he and o w e r e  the only 
two people on EWA 507 who saw the explosion, yet they did not 
feel or hear anything. 

Trenton at 9:30 pm en route to EWA 507's final destination, 
Greensboro, North Carolina. E M  507 arrived at Greensboro at 
10:32 pm. 
located in Greensboro and Winston-Salem, North Carolina. The 
Financial and Corporate Headquarters is located in Trenton. 

After no 
Approximately 15 seconds 

reported the"6xpTosion. A subsequent roll call 

The three flight 

0 notified dispatch of the losion, when in landed in Trenton. atched through to 
Director of Operat ions , :iAWas" departed 

-advised EWA's Flight Operations Centers are 
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To: NEW YORK Attn:  1-46 JTTF 

Rcm: CHARLOTTE 
SQUAD 5 

Date: 07/22/1996 

SA JOANNE WILFERT MORLEY 

Patton Kenneth C Jr 

D r a f t e d  By: Morley Joanne Wi1fert:jlm 

Pile Mumber(8) : 265A-NY-259028-SUB B (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB; 
EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, 7/17/96; 
AOT - IT - EID; 
00: NEWYORK 

Synopsis: 
pilot, Captain DAVID McCLAINE. 

Lead covered re interview of EAST WINDS AIRLINES, 

Administrative: NYO fax to Charlotte, 7/18/96. 

Enclosures: 
copies of a FD-302 interview of Captain DAVID McCLAINE, EAST WIND 
AIRLINES, and a 1A envelope with original notes. 

Details: On 7/18/96, Captain DAVID McCLAINE, a pilot for EAST 
WINDS AIRLINES, was interviewed regarding his knowledge of the 
explosion of TWA Flight 800. 

u 
Enclosed for New York are the original and three 
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Date of transcription 7/19/96 

Captain 
ersville, Nor 

provided the following 
was advised of the identit 
e nature of the interview. 

information: 

He was born on 
's employed as 

employment w 
as a pilot with 

f r n m  

Air Traffic Controller (ATC), Boston, 
Boston-Logan Airport at 8:lO p.m. 

take the 
traffic. 

~~~- _ _  
17,000 feet, and was leveling off at 16,000 feet, when he noticed 

distance. The plane was to the left of and headed 
toward s plane. 

oticed that what appeared to be the other 

~ . ~ _  

thought entered his mind that one of the plane's-engines may be 

c/, Investigation on 7 / 18 / 9 6 at Huntersville, NC dl. 5 / '  rr '/ ~ ce - l5 .?$2 ,'- d 
/ '  ~ , l ~  w 265A-NY-259028 

bk SA. &NNE WILFERT MORLEY: j lm Datc Ji.tated 7 / 18 / 9 6 
.L7V 
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.Continuation of FDUn of .on 7/18/96 . ~ p e  2 

L 

on fire, but he 

the1 other plane becau 

normally on course. 
type of plane (unkno 
very close together. 

dusk. 

notion because the plane continued 
hen wondered if this particular 
ime) may have two landing lights 
advised he could not clearly see 
distance and also because it was 

thought that the other plane 
se it appeared to be coming 

During this time, 
must be an interna 

internationally near the coast, and i 
this plane may have begun to turn left a little. 
continued to observe the plane to see if it was t 

maintained its course. 
would be abnormal. 

saw the plane, it was 25-30 miles away. 

from JFK AIRPORT. planes flying 

plane did not turn left and 

approximately 

plane of another plane's presence. 
approximately 15-19 miles from the other plane and 1,000 - 3,000 
feet above it. 
the landing light, the other plane exploded. The explosion took 
place between 8:30 and 8:40  p.m. 

At this time he was 

He said that almost simultaneously to flicking 

the explosion was one large fireball 
with t w  
water. 
contain 
explodi , yellow, and black fire. He 

the bottom of the plane into the 
ese two parts to be the wings 
escribed the explosion as fuel 

indicated the flames were-trailing 4,000 feet behind the plane. 
For a moment the fireball appeared to burn, hanging in the air, 
as the two parts, possibly wings, fell burning into the water. 

using Airway Hampton 236 and code name h the first to notify the ATC (on that 
at there was an explosion in the air. After no 

response, he repeated the transmission. Approximately 15 seconds 
later, another carrier,. believed to be LUFTHANSA AIRLINES, also 
reported the explosion. fi  subsequent roll call 
flights excluding TWA 800. At this time, First Officer 
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. rontinualiorr of FD302 of .On 7/18/96 ,his 2 

he fuel gauge at the time of explosion. - d a transmission offering assistance. 

n Trenton at 9:07 p.m. 
unaware of the explosion and indicated that the 

39 passengers were also unaware of what had happened. 

The three flight 

two P e o D l e  K -  L - -  

arrived 

NC. The financial and cornorate 
K - - - - -  ~~ 

headquarters is located in Trenton. 

to 

n 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of Iranrcriptbn 07/20/1996 

On Friday, July 19, 1996, at approximately 11:30 pm, 
Detective Gary J. Fitzgerald, 
York City Police Department Joint 

Original interview conducted by SA 
conduct a telephone re-interview of 

Division. T was the pilot of 
-which was trave ling in the area of T I ! !  

ontacted at home telephone 
and related the following 

On July 17, 1996, he wa8 the pilot of - 
i-l which had departed Boston and was enroute to final 
destination of North Carolina. He was flying in a 8outherly 
direction passing over Hamptons, NY, and turning to a wertorly 
direction and observed an approaching aircraft. What drew his 
attention to this aircraft was what ho originally thought was the 
aircraft's nose light. The light was of an unusual intensity and 
was off color of the usual white light, being a brilliant yellow 
color. 

He related it is unusual for aircraft to fly above 
10,000 feet with the nose light on, and emtisated t h i m  aimraft 
at 15,000 feet travelling in a aamterly d i r e i o n  
miles away. 
feet to, approximately 18,000 faat and was travelling 
nose to nosen with this oncoming aircraft. 
brilliance and off color of tho light, h8 balhvad that tb. 
oncoming aircraft may h a w  an angina fir@. 

the oncoming aircraft, but no 8mko truil was visible. 

brilliant light w i t h  no srok. trail, and am such, di8 
possibility of an engine fire to that aircraft. 

014n 20 
He related hi8 aircraft had dtmc8nded Frar 24,000 

8.0auur of tho 

Uhum -1. bfilllant 
light was would be COnd8t8Ylt W i t h  -8 numbar tWr, (2) U r g h  af 

He continued to vimually follow the airera 

mvoatbatb. om 07/19/1996 at 

This docwnat cmtahs BJtba rommmadatbmr eoacbhu d Ib FBI. It L tbo paparty of tbo FBI and Ir 
it and i ts  contents arc not to be distributed notride vow wcnev 

1933 
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At this period of time, he was fifteen (15) to nineteen 
(19) miles from the approaching aircraft, and decided to blink 
his inboard wing light to signal to the oncoming aircraft. It 
w a s  at this time he observed the oncoming aircraft "inflight 
explosionn, observed fire, and then two (2) pieces of what he 
believes to be the oncoming aircraft going down, possibly the 
wings, parallel to the water. 

He then reported his observations to 'air' traffic 
control, confirmed location, inquired if he could provide any 
further assistance, and then continued his flight. 

rovided the company dispatch telephone 
also advised that this weak's 

07/22/1996, through.Wednesday, 

L 
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was fishing with her children at the Blue Point 

Some time after 8:OO porn., 

Avenue fis ng dock in Blue Point, New York, on the evening of 

a good view of Fire Island. 
saw a red flare streak across the sky on the horizon past 
Fire Island; -indicated the position of the flare was 
southeast to the fishing pier. The flare was traveling from east 
to west in an upward manner. 

f l a r e d s a w  an explosion in the sky resembling a fireworks 
display. 

July 17, 1996. Theadobk borders the Great South Bay 
, - 
% 

oximately five to ten seconds after seeing the red L 

- 

'L 

1/03 
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rhte of ouucripioa 8 /27 /97 .  

On July 17,1996-a on the eastern side of the Blue Point Marina 

with her SO- 

was getting dark and the sun 
still blue, and the weather 

facing towards the southeast in an apptoxmate ten (1 0) o’clock position fiom a direction 

stated that to the left of her 
was east and to the right of her was west. 

L While she was looking in that ten o’clock position at a clear sky-saw 
a thin “orange red” streak of light materialize and 

described the color of this streak as “hot pink”. 
indicate a left to right initial motion for the 
stated the streak of light had initially gone 
recollection was that the first part of the 

direction. She recalled 
saying something similar to “Oh, look, firework.” 

angle of thirty (30) degrees with the ground, but that because of her relative position, it actually 
looked a lot steeper (fiom right to left). Approximately thirty (30) percent of the streak’s travel 
was in this right to left phase. The next phase of movement, the straight vertical phase, seemed 
to take up a higher 

~ t h a t r v e d  -b- smoke. unable to describe the smoke with any more detail ‘ 

except to say that the top of the streak had just become “smokey” and that the color of the smoke 
was grey. The 

entage, approximately seventy (70) percent., of the streak‘s full 
t the top of this straight vertical phase of movement, 

in the straight vertical phase than in the angled 
id not observe any downward movement of the streak or 

almost instantly. 

-stimated the entire duration of her observations to be at eight (8) 
seconds fiom the time she first saw the streak until immediately after she saw the smoke when 

U a t i g l t l o n o n  8/26/1997 at Patchoque, New York 

Fie# 265A-NY-259028 -1 - 6 sD ~~tedictrred N/A 

by SA Steven A.  Bonsardt (sab) 
SA Christina Gust 

09P7 
ThirdocumMItcoaPiaraeitherreeammwQtlwr ’ nor conclusiona of Bw FBI. It is tbe property of Q FBI and is Ioplltd to prrrrycacy; 
>*awl k cn- .cc M, M& Ai&& nnr.ir)r .#.I.. .l-. ) P  d 
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her observations ended. She was then asked to remember the events, either quietly or aloud, in 
the sequence and pace at which she recalled them as having occurred. This was done twice and 
the durations of her recollections both times were ten ( 10) seconds. 

Using a standard twelve (1 2) inch ruler at an arm's l e n g t h , I s t i m a t c d  
the height at which she first saw the streak of light materialize to be at one (1 j inch above the 
horizon and the peak of its movement to have been at two (2) inches above the horizon. She was 
unable to estimate the amount of streak's horizontal movement (from right to left). 

m i d  not recal 
told her that an airplane had crashed an 
as she recalled what she had seen. She had waited at least a week to contact the Bureau because 

ises. When she returned home her mother 
membered feeling some degree of shock 

she felt everyone would have seen what she had seen and that her observations would not have 
been any different from anyone else who had spoken ta investigators. When she called the F.B.I. 
she did so through a phone number (hotline) she had obtained fiom a girlfiiend. The original 

u interviewers had come to her work to conduct the interview. 

-ad not spoken to any members of the ress regarding her 
observations. A friend of hers from C a l i f o x - n i a d w h o  worked for a 
company called AIRCRAFT SERVICE, had told her that what she had probably witnessed was a 
fuel system fire. m a d  been in New York approximately one month ago helping out 
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) with fuel systems tests at JFK Airport. 





.. 
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Date of trwcription 8/8/96 

Date of Birth, 
New York, telephone 

interview. 
1 identities of the 

then furnished the following information: 

Jul 17 1996, was surfing with his brother,- and a friend, in the vicinity 
of Smith Point Par At approximately :00 p.m., - 
was paddling his surfboard southbound, 7 5  feet from shore, and 

observed a red flare-like object 
straight up for one second. ascendin 

t h e a  reached the peak of his ascent, 

the distance to the fi 
seconds and then exploded. 
as the -reached its peak, it 

ray smoke 
explosion 

descent, and left 

advised that th& explosion continued its 

I 

- Investigation on 7 /2 6 / 9 6 at Corham, N.Y. 

~ u ~ d i e r t c d  7/26/96 





'L FEDERAL BUREAU OF UWESTIGATION 

Date of t,anscripnon 7 / 2 3 / 9 6  

i-1 Date of Birth was 
adv i sed  of the nature of this investigation and the identities of 
:he investigating agent and detective. 
following information: 

She provided the 

On July 17, 1996, she was at the beach near the 
campgrounds at Smith Point Park on Fire Island, New York, with 
her husband At about 8:25 PM, she and her husband had 
walked to the wa ers edge in front of camp site number 29. A t  
about 8:40 PM, she noticed something like fireworks or a flare 
going up from the water. 
color. She then observed a bright 
grange explosion in the sky about half way up in the sky. 
then observed this fireball fall into the sea beyond the horizon. 
This ali occurred to the south and east of her location. 
alnost directly south of the Moriches inlet. She recalls 

scat.  'I 

It first appeared to be a fiery orange 
She also noticed white smoke. 

She 

It was 
* .  

- I - ,  -.*-r,king to herself 'Ihow stupid it is to shoot fireworks from a L 
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interviewlng agents and the nature of the interview, she then 
provided the following information: 

On the evening of July 17, 1996-was 

in front of camp site number 29. She was looking in 
the shoreline of Smith Point Park Beach with her Husband, 

direction when she drew her husband's attention to what she saw 
as a bright orange streak in the sky moving very fast which 
changed quickly (approximately 2 seconds) into a ball on the 
horizon line. She heard no sound. Initially, she thou ht it was a 
firework curving and arcing slightly west to east. %I) saw a flas then it 

noted that the sky few minutes dropped straight down to the horizon. 

afterwards she saw a Park Ranger race toward the direction of the 
event. 

small flash occurring to the right of 

was clear and the surf was rough that 

Holding a ruler on the horizo; -estimated that 
the orange streak started a the 2 and half inch mark, the small 
flash was approximately 4 inches and the big flash measured 5 
inches tall. w a r m  length is 23 inches. 

W s b a n d -  iaethe veky Stagee of the event an 

3. 

t ought it was a mid-air collision. 

Invtstlgrtionoo 7/14/97 .t Smith Point Park, New York 

File I 265A-NY-259028 Iktedicmed 7 / 2 0 / 9 7  

by S A s  Pamela A. Culos and Theodore Otto 

lbirdocummteonbiarae~rscommmdrboar * nor r-bimu oftbe FBI. It is ~ I C  pmpsy ofthe FBI rad b brad e youragmcy: 
i tad  its m~ytlltl ut ootm k dkihu&dauridcyourUeocy. 

/ b o t  
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information: 

was on his boat in Moriches Bay near the 
Moriches He was 
putting his anchor down when he heard a "whoosh" sound. He 
turned, looked up and saw a fireball high up in the sky. 
the sound was like the sr-ind of a "mortar round" or a "heat 
seeking missile." He was asked how he knows what a heat seeking 
missile sounds like, and he said that he knows of the sound from 
television. 

y a line of four buoys in the water. 

He said 

There were two boats in the area of interviewee's boat. 
One was a 18' Proline with four males fi%hing, and the other was 

in to 

a front that looked like the back." 

right after it happened. 

From his 
eard a boater in the 18' Proline call the crash 

TOM LeBLANC, Surface to Aif Mssile &m&t&it!S Analyst, 
ROBERT DOUGHBRTY, Senior Intell' ence Officer and Special Agent 
PAUL SHEA reinterviewed d o n  July 20, 1996. 

-hcatig.tton~n 7/19/96 aL - East Moriches, New York 

-a " 6 2 5  lkttdiccrtcd 7/19/96 
et. Bill L e w i s ,  SCPD/ SA JAMES Di 

SA WILLIAM INZERILLO, FBI/WI :rmcb /r, 

/6/4 
llli8doauncotcYJnthneitba 
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------. 
Present during the interview was Federal Bureau of Inveutigation 
(FBI) Special Agent (SA) Paul Shea; Defense Intelligence Agency 
(DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer Robert A. Doherty and DIA 
Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst Thomas F. LeBlanc; and 
Suffolk County Police Department (SCPD) Detective Jim Fanning. 

as his speech was at times tangential. 
information: 

i-hwas cooperative, but was difficult to follow, 
He provided the following 

On Wednesday, July 17, 1996-went fishing 
about 8:lO PM in the bay about one mile due south of the United 
States Coast Guard Station at East Moriches, NY. Sometime later 
(time unspecified), he saw a plane coming from west to east and 
then what looked like a t@smaller@@ plane coming from the northeast 
on a dead course heading toward the nose of the lar er lane. 
There was no smoke tail on the "smaller plane." d e a w  the 
smaller plane for about 3 or 4 seconds before hearing a crackling 
sound and saw what looked like aerial bomb fireworks. The larger 
plane blew up and became a big fireball which then broke into 
four pieces.-heard a sound like paper crackling when 
the "two planestv crunched up, then a noise like "poof," then a 
whooshing sound. 
station. -did see a green light, but this might have 
been one of the lights from the big plane. 

L l  

The sun was to the west of the Coast Guard 

-on 7/20/1996 . .  - 
* i h a  265A-NY-259028 

nor concbsiom of h FBI. It is Ibs pmpeq 
yair agency. 

by SA PAUL SHEA:iaw 

. _ -  .:: ' /  

. ,  
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He was aboard USAIR FLIGHT 217 en route from Charlotte, 
North Carolina to Providence, m o d e  Island, the evening of July 
17, 1996. Seated in the coach section on the right side of the 
airplane, in window seat 6F, he spent the majority of the voyage 
looking out the window. 

off to the east, and a short time later, at approximately 8:31 
p.m., he observed anot.her airplane proceeding in an easterly 
direction to the right and below the aircraft he was aboard. 
noticed this large aircraft had what he took to be its landing 
lights on, and could observe cabin lights on the vessel. He 
estimates that USAIR FLIGHT 217 was flying at approximately 
22,000 feet at this time, traveling in a northeasterly direction, 
and the aircraft he was observing was approximately 10,000 feet 
below. 

As he stared out the window he saw an aircraft moving 

He 
b 

He watched the aircraft for approximately thirty to 
forty seconds. 
a path that would take it underneath the USAIR airplane. 
observed it, the aircraft exploded and a large round orange 
fireball appeared which seemed to emanate from the front area of 
the plane. The fireball was approximately twice the size of the 
aircraft. 
running into a stonB wall - no forward motion". 
exploded again and an orange and yellow fireball appeared, the 
size of which was about fifty to seventy five percent larger than 
the first explosion. This second exp1nsiol.r occurred almost in 
the same location as the first explos'a 
second explosion seemed t o  shoot towards the front of the 
aircraft ahead of the path of the vessel. 

It banked to the left, then proceeded straight in 
As he 

The plane seemect to stop in mid air "like d bus 

Approximately one second after the first explosion *it -. 

A&;: ;Lame from this 

~ j ~ #  265A-NY-259028 SUB 3 

This documnf contains neither fccommendrt~iohr nor conelurbns Ofthe FBI. It is h e  propefty of the FBI a d  is loaned to y&ig&&----- 
. .  , I . ,  -...-. 
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He was able to observe the aircraft for another second '. . 
after the second explosion and then it disappeared beneath the 
starboard engine of the USAIR airplane. 

When the plane exploded he had glanced at his watch and 
noticed it was 8:32 p.m. 

A white male, seated in seat X5F directly in front of 
him, turned to him and asked, "Did YOU see that?". He resDonded 
that he did and the white ma e commented that it would be in the 
paper in the morning. d r e p l i e d ,  "1'11 bet it'll be on the 
news tonight". 

believes that the individual sitting in front of 
him was possibly in the Navy since he had 

6 ' ,  170 pounds. 

Island, in conversation prior to the 
L incident. described the white male as follows: white 

children, aged six or seven, sat near 

happened to be sitting near him. 
s not sure if these children were 

The white male called a stewardess over and - 
He is unaware whether the stewardess passed on this 

the white male, 

overheard him say "A plane just blew up down there". 

information to anyone else. 

field, and ravels by air 0.n occasion. When flying, he 
habitually gets a window seat and spends the voyage staring out 
the window. 

w s  retired from a career in the electrical 

a hand drawn diagram, in pencil, that 
believes to be the approximate location of 

USAIR FriGHI 21; relative to the explosicn of TVA FLIGHT 800, a 
copy of which is attached to this document and made a p.art 
hereto. 

. i 





-302 (Rcv. 3-10-82) 

- 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I W T I G A T I O N  

8/8 /96  Date of transcription 

home address: 
Providence, o e Island, home 

was advised of the identity of the 
that he was beins reinterviewed regarding 

his sighting of an aircraft just prior to his observation-of TWA 
FLIGHT 8 0 0  while aboard USAIR FLIGHT 217 bound for Providence, 
Rhode Island from Charlotte, North Carolina on the evening of 
July 17, 1996. - provided the following information: 

At approximately 8:30 p.m., while seated in window seat 
6F aboard USAIR FLIGHT 217, he observed an aircraft heading 
southeast at about ten thousand feet below the USAIR vessel, 
which he estimates to have been flying at an altitude of 22,000 
feet . 

He is unsure of the size and shape of the aircraft, but 
he did observe the airplane's lights. 

,u 
Approximately thirty to sixty seconds later, he 

observed what later turned out to be TWA FLIGHT 8 0 0  flying in an 
easterly direction. 

---- . - - C( w Investigation on 8 / 6 / 9 6 81 PROVIDENCE, M O D E  ISLAND - _  
- -.---___ 

C^ _ _  265A-NY-259028 SUB 302 
5 '99 

by SA WALLACE D. SALISBURY/dmi Datc dichtcd 8 / 6 / 9 6 
- -  - - .  . 

- 7 c  
/pc/7 T h i s  daxunitni ;ontains ncirhcr re:ommcnJJ:i.);:s n t v  sonclusicms of Ihc FBI. It is thc prtywrty of (hc FBI and is loansd to your agcncb: 
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7/30/96 Date of transcription 

he is the captain and owner of the 
that left Point Pleasant, N J  on J u l y  14, 

and his crew of six were w ing the 
on July 17, 1996. a t a t e d  it 

was around 8:30 p.m. and they were positioned approximately eight 
miles south - southwest of where the explosion took place. 

shape house t hf a seemed to fall inward on itself as it descended from 
the sky. The color became a deeper orange as it fell straight 
down in a skinny vertical pattern that seemed to flow into the 
water on the horizon. No additional burning or any sounds were 

stated he immediately monitored the radio on 

vessel was facing northeast about 4 0  degrees and in a 
process when he observed the explosion from the pilot 

described the explosion as a roundish light orange 

u 
heard two unknown voices talking of seeing a flare 

but knows Guard an many other ships went to 
and then an explosion over Great Bay. -kept his position 

this event, 
stated one of his mates also witnessed 

ape May, NJ, 
Virginia (VA), 

owned by area and 

-stated he has been fishing this area for the past 
five or six months. 
observed in this area. -eported no unusual ships or boats 
in the area or sightings in the sky out of the ordinary prior to 
the explosion. 

There has been a lot of flare activity 

J 

a i  PT. PLEASANT, NJ ~ A - N Y - 2 5 9 0 2 8 - S U B  
In\ e,iiaation on 7 /  2 4 /  9 6 

'w Fiic * 265A-NY-259028 
I 

' .. / .  ! "I 
by SA DANIEL J. MC KENNA/ewc 

1h:s  document contains neither recommendarlonr nor concluslons of t h e  FBI I t  I S  I 

:i a?; :II contenrr a r c  nor t o  be dirrr tbuied ouis idc your agency 
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FEDERAL 

\ u 
Preaedenoe: ROUTINE 

Tot New York 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date: 04/28/1997 

A t t n :  ASAC Charles Domroe 
SSA Neil E. Herman 
SSA Thomas F. Lang 

From: New York 
1-4 6 
Contaot: SA Richard S. Karniewicz, X-8280 

Approved 

Draftod By: Karniewicz Richard S:pg 

Case ID Is 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

T i t l e :  UNSUB(S) ; 
EXPIXISION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, 

AOT-IT-EID 
' JULY 17, 1996; 

Witness 
and deck hand 

L 
Enoloaures: One (1) 
which was filled out 

ing the NTSB 

Detailst 
Karniewicz and M. L. Lieber of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) and Alex Lemishko of the National 

On 04/21/1997, Special Agents (SAs) Richard S. 

Prior to commehcing with the intentiews of Capt 
and 
was prov de o both individuals. The questionnaire contained 
questions raised by the NTSB, based on information provided by 
the individuals in their initial interviews. 

he (the Captain) 
was asked to provide the beari e s for a d v i s ! t a ? s f  the the 
explosion of *A 800. Capt. 
positian was 40'29.15N 72'44. Additionally, th as also 

an NTSB questionnaire prepared by A l e x  

v .  

During the interview of cap:. 

- ." . * .. 

dsiw-aflm-L-37 ! ' ." . : z s  ' 

I 987 
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To: 
Re: 

New York From: New York 
265A-NY-259028, 04/28/1997 

into 

crash site. 

a d v i s e d  that th In addition, Capt. 
that monitoring radio traffic at t e 

a transmission over the radio (which was set on 
reported a flare sighting and then an explosion over the Great 
Bay, Long Island. 
for the transmission. 

ime of the inciden d recalled 

Capt. -was unaware of who was responsible 

filled out the 
f t e r v i e w .  m ' On this day, deck hand 

questionnaire but was unavailable or 
will be interviewed in the immediate future. - 

'u 

I 9 8 8  
2 
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Q: Dime any other vcssels in the vicinity? Port or starboard? How fhr? Know of any other 
trawlers nearby? Was the boat quipped with radar? If so, were any vessels observed nearby? Ll Raw-? - 

1 



. * .  ... 

Q: D i d m - e  any aircraft flyins directly overhead prior to the flare or explosion? How 
long prior to the flare? How long prior to the explosion? 

G.uL d 9-c ab SE h L&& 82lr\C\c%9at 
f k 6 -  E w c i O h  - - 

Q: In what direction was the explosion either comp8ss direction, or rtlative to the direction 

2 
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h 

Q: In what direction was the flare seen, either cmnpa~~ direction, or relative to tfi.e direction of 

c 

c 

Q: Di- in ha coufst and turn bow towards the explosion? How many times? For how 

3 



~- 

---- . _ _  
. .. . - . .  ._. - .. . . 

..- .-.. . . ..*--.. . .. . .. 

. .  

Q: D i p s e r v e  any SuTfaCc flames? From which direction (compass or rcIativc to ship 
w-4 Aka 

I 

Q: Were any boat running lights observed in the distance off the bow? How Ear away? In what 

4 



flares launched or hear any distnss calls d e  by other vessels 

- 

flare or xnake a distress call in-response to the explosion? 

k 

5 



. . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . .  .... ..... .-. .......... ;...... . .  - ...... - .... 

.- 
c - 

L f  

! 

Universal Case File Number 2,krd -A+2K902p4 LJjI 
Field Office Acquiring Evidence &Y/J 

Serial #of Originating Document 
Date Received 4 4 ,  /9 7 

~ o ~ ~ e t u m e d  o yes d o  
ReceiptGhren 0 Y e s W 6 0  
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant,to Rule 6 (e) 

b 

I474 

! 



L 

Q: Did& any other vessels in the vicinity? Port or starboard? How iar? Know of any other 
trawiers nearby? Was the boat equipped with radar? If so, were any vtsstIs observed nearby? 

- .- *- Range/bearing? 
U/\ r m c k t  ber c - 

el- h v 

I 

1475 



Q: fi(.)bserve any aircraft flying directly overhead prior to the flare or explosion? How 
long prior to the flarc? How long prior to the explosion? 

Q: In what direction was the explosion seen, either compass direction, or relative to the direction 

2 



of the boat? 

- _  

Q: Di- in her coutse and turn bow towards the explosion? How many times? For how 
long? 

. 

Q: In what direction was the flare seen, either compass direction, or relative to the diractionof 
the boat, Le., off the bow, porf starboard, etc.? 

8 - n u  ea5 

3 



. 

Q: D i p  any s d i c c  flames? From which direction (compass or dative to ship 

HQ 

Q: Werc any boat running lights obsezved in the distance off the bow? How fhr away? In what 
direction moving? How long after the explosion? 

% 

f n /o  
f 
c - 

4 



Q: Did C/A launch a flare or make a distress call in response to the explosion? 
N O  

5 . 
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DE F B I B S  #0015 2 2 0 2 1 4 6  
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0 0 7 2 0 2 6 2  AUG 96 

FM F B I  BOSTON ( 2 6 5 A - N Y - 2 5 9 0 2 8  SUB B)  (LRA) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI / IMMEDIATE/  

F B I  NEW YORK/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

U N C U S  

CITE: / / 3 0 9 0 / /  

PASS: HQ S I O C ;  N Y  ATTN R A P I D  START,  LEAD TW 3 4 9 0 .  

SUBJECT:  UNSUB ( S ) ;  EXPLOSION O F  TWA F L I G H T  8 0 0 ;  7 / 1 7 / 9 6  

b T - E I D ;  00: NY. 

RE N Y  TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR DATED 8/3/96 AND BS 

TELETYPE TO THE DIRECTOR DATED 8/5/91. 

ON 8 /6 /96 ,  CAPTAIN 1'1 
-ADVISED HE HAD BEEN MISTAKEN ABOUT WHICH CREW MEMBER HAD 

BEEN ON DECK OF THE-HEN CAPTIONED E~ATTER 

OCCURRED. THE CREW MEMBER WAS NOT -( INCORRECTLY 

S P E L L E D  I N  REFERENCED BOSTON T E L E T Y P E )  BUT WAS - 
.._: 

72- 



1 7  p e n . -  
< .  b i- 

PAGE TWO 3 E  F B I B S  0015 UNCLAS 

ON DECK BETWEEN 8 : 4 5  P.M. AND 9:00 P.M.,  ON 7 /17 /96  WHEN HE 

PJOTICED A LARGE F I R E B A L L  I N  THE S K Y ,  A LONG WAY FROM THE BOAT 

(ROUGHLY 1 2  M I L E S ) .  -BECAME FRIGHTENED AND WENT BELOW 

DECK. APPROXIMATELY 5 MINUTES LATER HE CAME EACK ON DECK AND 

THE F I R E B A L L  WAS GONE. 

-ONLY SAW ONE (1) F I R E B A L L .  HE SAW NOTHING ELSE 

NEAR THAT FIREBALL. -DID NOT WITNESS THE ACTUAL 

EXPLOSION.  -STATED HE D I D  NOT KNOW THE F I R E B A L L  WAS A 

FLANE. HE THOUGHT I T  WAS A COMET. - THE U . S .  COAST GUARD ( U . S . C . G )  HAD BOARDED THE 

I" EARLIER I N  THE DAY. THE U . S . C . G  LATER RETURNED AND 

S I T E .  

CAPTAIN -ESTIMATED HE WAS APPROXIMATELY T H I R T E E N  

( 1 3 )  M I L E S  FROM THE S I T E  O F  THE CRASH, BASED ON A TWENTY ( 2 0 )  

MILE BUFFER ZONE SET U P  BY THE U . S . C . G .  

LEADS : 



PAGE THREE DE FBIBS 0015 U N C L A S  

BOSTON D I V I S I O N :  

AT LAKEVILLE RA: 

302's AND I N S E R T S  TO FOLLOW. 

BT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.FD-S02 (Rev. 3-10-82) - 

Date  of t ranrcr ipt ion 8/8/96 

was contacted on board the 

and English. He was advised of the 

at dock in Fairhaven, 
who spoke little English, was 

official identity of the interviewing Agents and after being 
advised of the nature of the inquiry, advised as follows: 

ispanic male, s 
and that he is 

resides 
birth is 

~ ~~ 

Bedford, MA, with no residence tglenhone. 

for approximately two and 
been working on board <he 

,tated that his date of 

loper fishing vesse 

New 
has 
1 

advised that it was his recollection that the 
port in Fairhaven, MA on July 17, 1996 at 

a.m. He advised that he was on the rear of 
the deck in the evening of July 17, 1996, at which time he 
estimated to be approximately 8:45 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on July 17, 
1996, when he saw in the sky a large fireball. He estimated that 
this ball of flame in the sky was approximately 12 miles from 
where the was located. 

b 

-ntinued that he saw this ball of flame in the 
sky for only a few seconds and then because he became frightened, 
he went down below the deck. He stated that he believed that the 
ball of flame in the sky was a comet. 
minutes, he went back up on deck and did not observe anythins 
else in the sky. He stated he also did not observe any debris on 
the surface of the ocean. 
other lights other thad this ball of flame which was previously 
described. 

After approximately five 

He stated that he did not see any 

his knowledge, he was the only 
member of ~ ~ t ~ ~ e ~ h ~ h ~  that was on board t 
vessel on July 17, 1996 that saw this flame in tne sky. 

aircraft and he repeated he t 
that he estimated that the 

stated that he did not know that the flame was possibly 
it was a comet. He stated 

was located approximately 

~nves t iga t ion  on 8/ 6/9 6 at Fairhaven, Massachusetts -332 
cc 3 L/ a865 

File iy 265A-NY-259028 
SA THOMAS B. FINN, JR. 

by SA JOHN S. SULLIVAN/jeb. Date dictated 8/8/96 

This document  contains  nei ther  recoinrnenJlntions nor concllArions cf the FBI I t  I S  the property of t h e  FBI and  is loaned to your agency; 
i, ?!. j  .: ~ . ._.... -*->* .  I I I 2 . L . 1 , 



FD-SO28 (Rev. 11-16-83) 

2 65A-NY-2 59 028 

Continuation of FD-302 , o n  8 / 6 / 9 6  ,Page 2 

30 miles from New York at the time he saw this bright flame in 
the night sky. 
vessel were subsequently advised by the U.S. 
depart the area that they were in. 
with this request. 

He stated that he was aware that personnel on his 

He advised that they complied 
COAST GUARD to 

c.. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of omscription 0 7 / ~ ~ / 9 6  

Date of Birth - 
hone 

On July 19, 1996, 

number was interviewed at the 

the identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the 
interview, -provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 p.m. to 8 : 4 5  
p.m.,-was in a boat moored on the bay side of Great Gun, 
Fire Island National Seashore, Long Island, New York, with her 
husband, her in-laws, and a family friend. She stated that she 
heard her husband, b say, "Hey look at that flare" 
and she then noticed a flare-type object climb and then curve 
downward in the southern sky towards the Atlantic Ocean. 
Approximately ten seconds later, she saw a large red-yellowish 
fireball in the same part of the sky which began to fall towards 
the ocean.-further stated that the falling fire split 
into two pieces shortly before sl-e lost sight of them behind the 
dunes. 
smoke coming from the ocean in the area where she had last seen 
the two flaming pieces. 

After being advised of 

She then ran to the ocean side of Great Gun and saw black 
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- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

07/25/96 Dare of transcription 

1996, Date of Birth - 
Center oric es, ew York, telephone 
was interviewed at the SENIX MARINA, 50 

York. After being advised of 
agent and the nature of the 

interview, following information: 
July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 p.m. to 8:45 
was in a boat moored on the bay side of Great Gun, 

Fire Is and National Seashore, Long Island, New York, with her 
ily friend. She stated that she 
, say, "Hey look at that flare" 

husband, her in-la 
heard her husband, 
and she then notic e object climb and then curve 
downward in the southern sky towards the Atlantic Ocean. 
Approximately ten seconds later, she saw a large red-yellowish 

e part of the sky which began to fall towards 
further stated that the falling fire split 

fireball in 
the ocean. 
into two pieces shortly before she lost sight of them behind the 
dunes. 
smoke coming from the ocean in the area where she had last seen 
the two flaming pieces. 

Pem. J On 

She then ran to the ocean side of Great Gun and saw black 

~nvectigat~un on . 0 7 / 1 9 / 9 6 Center Msriches, New Y o r k  
L' a l k 4  
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- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE!TI'IGATION 

Date of vonrcription 07/25/96 

On July 19, 1996, center 
Moriches, New York, telepho 
interviewed in the presence of Special Agent (SA) BARTHOLOMEW 
AVERSANO, Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF), and Detective 
MICK McDONOUGH, Suffolk County Police, at the SENIX MARINA, 50 
Senix Avenue, Center Moriches, New York. After being advised of 
the identities of the interviewing agents and the nature of the 
interview, PENNEY provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM to 8 : 4 5  PM, 
-was in a boat moored on the bay side of Great Gun, Fire 
Island National Seashore, Long Island, New York, with his wife, 
his parents, and a family friend. 
towards the Atlantic Ocean, he saw what looked like a flare 

While looking to the south 

downward. He said to the group, "Hey look at the flare." 
stated that where he saw the flare-type object, he then 

later, falling towar water before he lost sight of them 

and saw black 
behind the dunes. 

had last seen the falling balls of flame. 

big bright red balls of flame, approximately five seconds 

then ran to the ocean side of Great Gun 
LJ 

from the ocean in the area where he 

d l  Center Moriches, New York Inkes 9\%3 igation on  0 7 / 19 / 96 





265A-NY-259028 
TMO/ y xs T J ~ ~ ~  

The following investigation was conducted by Senior 
Investigator THOMAS M. O'NEILL and Investigator KEVIN E. WALSH, 
of the New York State Police: 566 

stated that he was standing on the 
dock at the Forge River Marina looking south towards the water, 
when he saw what he thought was a flare going up, with a 
reddish/orange line of fire trail. It exploded and came down as 
a column of reddish/orange fire, with a tiny bit of black. The 
flare and column of fire appeared to him, to be over land and to 
the east (left) of his location. 

43-74 
and his brother 
turned around, the fire disappeared and he saw a big puff of 
smoke. 

stated he was looking the other way 
pointed out the flare and by the time he 

W 
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FD-302 (Rev.  3-10-82) 

u - 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/23/96 

a fire drill b off t e south 
, and 

At approximately 8 : 3 0  PM, 
d was turninq off the south 

taxiway onto the first finger east of the 'ITn hanger. 
halfway through his turn he noticed a red flare or roman candle 
ascending above the tree line. 0 parked the truck 
approximately 30 yards from the edge of the taxiway and 
dismounted from the truck. 
direction and reacquired the flare/roman candle at approximately 
a two o'clock position. 
candle was still in the air. 
candle was traveling roughly from his right to his left, 
northwest to southeast, in a straight line. 
flare/roman candle was gaining altitude. 

As he was 

He was facing in a southerly 

He was surpris'ed that the flare/roman 

He is certain the 

He advised that the flare/roman 

After he reacquired the flare/roman candle he followed 
it with his eyes, lost it for a split second and then observed a 
large fireball erupt in the sky at approximately a twelve o'clock 
position. Within seconds the fireball split into two roughly, 
equal size fireballs, which fell in a downward angle from hi8 
right to his left, west to east. The eastern most fireball fell 
a little faster then the western fireball. 
fireballs as they fell below the tree line at approximatel 
eleven o'clock position. At the point of the explosion& 
observed dense black smoke which followed the two fireballs down 
below the tree line. 

He lost the two 

m a d v i s e d  that it was hot and humid, the sun was 
to h i s  right and visibility was good. 





FDi302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

L 

- 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date af transcription 7/22/96 

a New York City Fireman 
volunteer Fireman for Ea at the Coast 
Guard Station at the time of the interview. 

advised that on the night of July 17, 1996, he 
launched his boat from the Maple Avenue boat 

circa 8:20PM. He was just taking the 
boat out for a test run. Around 8:30PM, they were in Moriches 
Bay, not far from the Coast Guar Station, h;?ading in the 

sky. He looked up and notic d a column of smoke went from direction of Fire Island. oticed a bright light in the 

the bright light down to the ground or water. 
his boat to watch, and a few seconds later, the bright light 

PRIVITAR stopped 

re intense and broke into two fire balls as it fell. 
rew his son's attention to this sight. He told his son 
as if a propane tank had blown up. 

nd his son headed toward Fire Island, 
round. Based on the 
hought that the 
saw no fire. he 

location of the column of smoke, 
problem oriqinated on Fire 
turned his boat around and went over to another, larger boat. 
inquired there as to whether or xot there had been any radio 
broadcasts explaining what he had seen. Someone in the other 
boat advised,that a news repcrt haa just been issued about a 
plane going down. 

He 

-described =he lighc that he first saw as being 
white-orange in color. It the?. 3rew mcre intense in briqhtness - - 
and broke up into two, red bails D f  fire. 

aid that t h e  column of smoke resembled a 
beinu sr.3: 'LC I ~ t o  the skv. 9e 355 not 
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Continuation of FD-302 of - . O n  7/22/96 .page _2_ 

the column was dark-grey, almost blackish in color and seemed to 
spiral or twist upward on both sides. In the middle of the 
column was a lighter-colored, grayish smoke. Because of his 
experience as a Fire Fighter, he thought this might have been 
caused by a propane tank exploding. 

id not hear any sounds associated with his 
sighting. 
noises. Ai.. 

that his boat's motor drowned out other 

earned about the plane explosion from 
he took his boat to Abbott Marina in 

After 
people on the 
East Moriches where he moored it f o r  the night. 

He is 
agreeable t o furt er contact if such is necessary. 

had nothing further to report. 





-m 

mobserved a fine, pencil thin white liuht. This !'? 

less definitive smokey line. ThisNhite line extended uward in: 

- - -  -- 
above the horizon. 
the east side. 

The line emanated wispy efzects traiz,, 
This fine white line travelled in a narth- 

approximately three ( 3 )  seconds. 
and began to arc, the tail began to dissipate. 

As the line extended upwarde ''$ 
- 

. -ecollections regarding the next serltde of 
observations are more clear in her mind. The fine thin 31ne 
20 degrees off the horizon became a brilliant, bright white,lf 
which quickly traveled into a star-shaped light radiating ra: 
white light. This transformation-occurred in a split-second 
which time it became a bright red/orange ball of fire. Thh 
red/orange light began to cascade in an arc-shape downward 
the horizon. The cascade of red/orange light arched sl&hi 

m 
white light extended upward in the sky and was viewed a; a fine 
white line. This white line had a more definitive head and a 

- --- - ------- 
northwesterly direction. The fine white line was in the h&' 

. .  
This document conuins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It I S  the propcny of dK FBI and is t o a d  D r o u ~  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 
0 6/ 3 O/ 9 7 

was interviewed at 
shore of the beach area at the end of 

Northwest Bay, East Hampton, Long Island, New York, by Special 
Agents‘ M. L. LIEBER and RICHARD S. KARNIEMICZ of the FEDERAL 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI). After being advised of the nati 
of the interview and the identity of the interviewing agents, 

On June 26, 1997, 

-voluntarily provided the following information: 

On the evening of July 17, 1996, at approximately 
pm, drove her Ford Aerostar automobile on Mile Hill 
to a ead end street at the shore of the Northwest Bay, Eas 
Hampton, Long Island, New York. -drove to the beach 
parked her car with her childr in order to view the water 
and listen to the waves. d d e s c r i b e d  the evening as 
totally clear, still, calm waves, and virtually no sounds. 

\ 

a 

ire 

8 : 2 0  
Road 

and 
and 

t 

v n d  her children were sitting in the car facing 

saw what appeared to be a very thin white light in 

described the white light as a match stick; the top of 

northwest ooking toward Barcelona Neck. At approximately 8:30 

extended upward just slightJy bigger than a star. 

turned into a bright red and orange color, and 
appeared to pummel in a circular, spiral motion. - 
described this pummeling motion as that of a water fountain. 
While spiraling in a downward direction, two lines appeared that 
were red and orange. One line moved in an easterly downward 
direction, while the other line moved in an arc shape downward 
toward the horizon. 

-tated that what she observed on the evening of 
July 17, 1996, appeared in the sky just twenty degrees above the 
tree line facing toward Barcelona Neck, approximately twenty to 
thirty miles away from where she was located. The entire event 
took approximately two to four seconds. -stated that what 
she observed was already in the sky and appeared to be something 
traveling in a downward direction; she did not see anything 
traveling in an upward direction.-never heard any sourids 
associated with what she observed. 

b l n v e s t i g a t i o n  on 06/26/97 at East Hampton, Long Island, New York 
File # 265A-NY-259028-i~ - i, g$ 

SA M. L. LIEBER 
by SA RICHARD S. KARNIEWICZ Date dictated 06/30/97 

/3SO 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Ir loaned to you rEacy; 
it and its contents are not to be dirtributed outride your agency. 
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W h i l e p w a s  sitting in the car with her children, 
her initial conc usion was that what she observed was a fireworks 

children to look toward Barcelona eck at the fireworks display 
display in the sky. 

in the sky. -tated that she did not know that what she 
observed was an airplane that exploded in the sky until she 
arrived home and heard about the disaster on the evening news. 

that she did not observe an airplane in the 

recalls telling her 

the FBI about what she 
that she was initially interviewed 

the crash of TWA flight 800. 

QUIGLEY provided the following background information: 

L East Hampton, Long NAME: 
DOB: 
SS#: 
ADDRESS : 

Island. New Yark 
TELEPHONE : 

k 

SEX: female 
RACE : caucas ian 
OCCUPATION: Lawyer 
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OF 

BRIAN RINKER, DOB: 5/10/57; SSN: 04 
interviewed by the undersigned at 1230 PM on 07/25/96.' 
interview was conducted at RINKER'S place of 
LIMOUSINE SERVICE (BLS) , located at 18-20 Steinbay-i 
Astoria (Queens), New York, 11105; 800-843-5752; 718 
RINKER currently resides at 30-26 2lst Street, Amtoria IC 
New York, 11105; Res. Tel. No. 718-204-8583; pager no. 8 .  
0256; PIN no. 76084. Having advised RINKER that thi8 $nc-- 
was a Qgfollow-upm t 8 earlier telephone call to 8p.Chl';i 

Investigation 6:25PM on 07/23/96 ("HA flight 800 hotline nb. 888- 
245-4636; !ly 2201), RINKER furnished the following i 

RINKER has been employed by BLS as a chauf 
approximately February of 1993. 
26 21st Street, Astoria (Queens), New York, 11105; Re8i Tel. 'Isd 
718-204-8583; pager no. 800-225-0256; PIN no. 76084. 

Rockefeller Plaza, New York, New York where he was t o  meet a 
client, JAMBS PARATOFtE and thereafter chauffer eane to 
Bridgehampton, New York for a business meeting. At the 
conclusion of PARATO~'S  meeting, RIMER was to chauffer P m m  
to John F.-Kennedy (JFX) International Airport f 
PARATORE would fly back to his home in California. 

conducting business in Bridgahampton with tel 
ROBERT HERTON. 
connection with his services to PARMORE on 

i:lSPM: RINKER reports (curbside) to 30 Rock.fol1.r 
Plaza, New York, N.Y. (It is company policy for a ahauffer to 
arrive fifteen minutes in advance of a client's requestad 
time and so RINKER arrives promptly at 2:15PM). 

2:30PM: PARATORE meets RINKER and thereafter t b y  
depart for PARRATORE'S local residence; to wit, 200 m8t 6- 
Street, New York, N.Y. (PARRATORE leaves the limowine for 

(SA) Glenn Mia of t P e New York office of the z.  - _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  _ _  

RINKER currently 

On July 17, 1996, RINKER was dispatched by BLS to 30 , . 

It was RINKER's understanding that 

RINKER furnished the following chr 
- 

d 

'Z9Z 

- .*,-\ ?G+i-i -. 
hctigatioaon 7/25/96 at New York (Queens), N.Y. ' 4:$* 

E k i  265A-NY-259208\Tw220; 

by SA GEORGE ANDRUSYS 
SA ANDREW LUDLUW 



. . .  

approximately fifteen minutes to retrieve some personal 
and the two depart then for Bridgehampton. 

KITCHEN," a confectionery retailer in Bridq 
PARATOW meets ROBERT MERTON and the two walked-to a $ 
restaurant for dinner. 

RINKER and PARATORE then depart for John F. Kennedy 

4:30PM: RINKER curbs his limousine in frank 

8:OOPM: PARATORE greets MERTON farewell. 

airport. ** - .- -1 - -  
At approximately 8:40pm, RINKER and his pas~-- ar- 

enroute tcrsohn F. Kennedy airport. They are travell, 
northern most of the two west bound lanes of rout= 27- 
the vicinity of exits 63 and 64 (These are two c 
exists; see map in attached SA)# RINKER witness.8 ov&"i 
directly south of the highway, i.e his 9 o'clock, what hi' 
surmised was a @@flaren. RINKER observed the "flare" f 
approximately 5 seconds, whereafter his attention was 
-to the highway where a vehicle entering onto route 
RINKER thinks may have been the exit 63 on-ramp). 
moved to the passing lane allowing this vehicle to 
highway. -He then returned his attention to the so 
he now saw-,in the same vicinity wh-e he just witnaud %a 
"fla$e", a descending "vertical cor- of fir$@. 
indicated these flames trailed directly downward 
horizon. He viewed this descending column of brightgrr 
for approximately 15 to 20 seconds, whereafter it d b r  
beneath the horizon (see attached 1A enclosing a rpap 
RINKER denotes with an "XW and the annotation 8& 
the position from where he observed a "fla: 
the annotation "second sighting" denotes the position fr&: 
RINKER observed the descending Wertical column of Firer. 
notes the approximate position of the nflare/vertical c0lU.h' 
fire" with a larger asterisk) 

nothing in connection with his observation 
noted that the car windows were up and tha 
at a moderate volume. -EMCBR's vehicle windows worm not-tz 
RINKER further described the @@flaren as a wDencil-thina DZU 
@@medium gray smoke" led by a small but bri 
RINKER indicated the wflarew was ascending 
observed it. 

in the vicinity of the Hflare,%or could he make out 
green and white position lights of an aircraft. 

'u 

- -'-+--c 

With respect to RINKER's .first siahtinu: 

-~ - 

RINKER indicated that at the time he o b o d  
RSNKF did not 86. it was not quite night fall. 

/ Z 9 J  
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Coatinurtioa &FD-% of BRIAN RINKER 

With respect to RINKERS's se-nA 
indicated that he did not hear anythin 
observation of the descending wvertica 
indicated that the column of fire was ----\I. 
specifically, it was bright orange. At the 
second sighting, he directed his passenger'L 
-fire and so PARATORE too witnessed the event. 

activity during the quree of his 
did not observed an P erratic oper--,,.. -- .... 
in Bridgehampton or along route 27. Ha did aaub 

vehicles pgJled up along the shoulder of route 27 
recall observing any vehicle towing watercraft. 

RINKER indicated that he C O U ~ ~  ne+ ,--rii ---- 

For information: \' ' 

JAMES CONRAD PARATORE 
President, TELEPICTURES PRODC,-,,,., 
WARNER BROTHERS, INC. 
3500 West Olive Avenue 
mite 1000 
Burbank, California 91505 
-Fele. No. 818-972-0888 -. 

/ Z 7 f  
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- 
statement he previously provided. 
of the intarviewing agent and the provided the following 
information: 

He-was advised of the identity 

-was previously interviewed by Special Agents of 
the FBI regarding observations he made the night of 7/17/96 of a 
flare like object and an explosion. 
agents that he was travelling westbound in his limousine in the 
vicinity of East Moriches and West Hampton. 
on Highway 27 where two exits are close together. 
location to the original interviewing agents on a map of the 
area. 

Ha originally told the 

He was at a location 
He showed this 

I r e v i s i t e d  #at location after the interview 
while working and realized that he had Drovided the wronu - _ _ _  
location. 
would have been obscured by trees. He made the error trying to 
point out the location on a map to the interviewing agent.. 
actual location where he made his  sightinge is approximately one 
mile west of the originally reported location, still on Highvay 
27. There is a break in the trees through which he sighted the 
flare like object. 

H i s  observations from the originally reportedalocation 

The 

He was travelling west bound at approximatrly 62 rile. 
per hour. 
when travelling, and that is how hr can recall him aped. 
observed the object out the left 8ide of hi8 voh~clr. fk 
remembers changing lanee or passing another car, w h h h  b, oould 
not further identify, M i a b l y  after he 8ight.a tb. objo@t. 

The remainder of  the inforration ho providd to fk 
original interviewing agents ramaim the mame. 8. bad notb$mg 
further to add. 

H8 sets his cruise control device in hi8 vmhicle to 62 
Ik 

-m 8/1/96 . .  

l b i r m o o r r L r r y r -  * mr-afdlwm & i B * W d *  
5 d'a ca#em rn ma b br diribud -Y-WW. 
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Dated 1 X u d p t b .  7/25/96 

was teleDhonically contacted at hie  
telephone numbe 

0 After being advised of the offichl 
contacting Agent and the nature of the interview, 
the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at between 8 : 3 0  PM and 8:40 Pn, 
-as out in his boat, fishing with his wife, when he saw 

what he thought to be a flare fly into the air to his  southeast 
side over the ocean. 
a bright orange fireball erupted. 
fluttering back an forth, into the ocean. When he made these 
observations, d was located approximately three (3) mileo 
east of the Fire Island Inlet on the bay side of Fire Island in 
the vicinity of Ocean Beach. 
dock in Bayshore, New York. 

it rose "straight ups@ from the ocean and was in flight for 
approximately ten (10) seconds. It took the fireball 
approximately 30 seconds to fall into the ocean. - eaw no 
smoke trail from the "flaren and saw nothing fall away from it as 
it rose. H e  did not see an airplane, nor did he hear any mound 
associated with the eruption of the fireball. 
himself ag bein 
occurred . d t a t e d  that his wife had her back to the 
fireball and consequently did not see it occur. 

When the llflarew reached its highe8t point 
That fireball then fell, 

He launched his boat from a private 

He described the nflarelQ as glowing red and stated that I L  

He 6eocrib.d 
"upwind" of the location where the fireball 

'96 at New York, New 

by SA STEPHEN RICHHOND, ifR./maj 
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information: 

On July 17, 1996, was fishing with his wife on 
their personal boat in the fire Island. No other 
passengers were aboard. 

At approximately 7:45 P.M. was facing East when 
an amber light to his right, ; zr Fire Island, caught his 
attention. 
the horizon when he acquired it. 
told his wife that someone had fired a flare. 
light ascend into the sky and disappear into high clouds. 
took approximately 10 seconds. A couple of seconds after the 
light eisappeared into the cloudz and in t::2 same area, a second 
light, the color of a sunset, appeared and fell to the ocean. 
This light seemed to rock as it fell. 

The Light was approximately 15 to 20 degrees above 
He thought it was a flare and 

He saw the amber 
This 

'u 

In twenty years of boating-has seen half a dozen 
flares fired and this amber light was a different color and 
thicker than any flare he has seen. 

h. far vision is 20/20 and he did not see the 
-stated that he was upwind of the light and did 

amber light 

not hear any noise associat d with it. 

it anything or any other planes in the sky. 

-stated that he did not have any alcohol that 
day. 

,'.-.\,..--I, I --I - c '-F?I-:-.--, 

i. .----- 1 Ic 
Investigation on 0 6 / 2 6 / 9 7 at New York, NY 

l./ 
File# 265A-NY-259028 Date dictaled N/A 
by SA ROBERT V. DESANTIS, FBI* 

This document con- neither recommendptions nor conclusions of thc FBI. It IS the property of the FBI and is lolned to your agency: 
it and its contents arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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SA SALVATORE A. EMILIO, ATF 
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Dare of transcription 7/25/96 

On J u l y  24,  1996, SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, while doing random interviews between the hours 
of 5 PM to 10 PM at Smith Point Beach, Town of Brookhaven, New mm Social Shirley, Securit NY N residing 

was asked if he visits this park 
regularly; ha 
crashed, and whether he had noted anything unusual at the park, 
on the land, sea, or in the sky, either on the 
crash, or at any time leading up to that date. 
advised as follows: 

done so on July 17, 1996, when TWA flight # 800 

On July 17, 1996, was at Smith Point 
Park, from 7:30 to 8 : 4 5  PM. only a red 
fireball travelling on a flat line, from west to east. He could 
not discern this object as an airplane, but observed that within 
three to four seconds, it went down, separating into two ( 2 )  
pieces. 
straight up. 

He did see it hit the water,and saw flames going 
Following this, he saw white/grey smoke. 

265A-NY-259028-SUB L L  I 

. . - .J -.i---d 
- . ---- 

U Investigation on 7 / 2 4 / 9 6 at Smith Point Park, N.Y. 
File# 2 6 5  A NY 259028 

by SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH Datedicatcd 7/25/96 

'Ibis document contains neither RCO- ' M mrcondusionrof UIC FBI. It is the property of h e  FBI- is lowd m yaurageacy; 
0704 

i, ,nf itr m"t*"m ." nn. M L *:LL---l -----.a 
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On July 22, 1996, at approximately 11:OS am 

Speonk, New York, was interviewed. “ ‘ S d  ated 6// - t at on Ju y 17, 1996, she, her brother- 

Date of Birth 

were riding horses in a field located north of Sunrise 
Highway (Route 2 7 )  and west at Speonk River Head Road, Town of 
Speonk. -stated that she observed in a southerly 
direction, a small red ball of light. The small red ball of 
light, after a about 
toward the ground. -stated that she lost sight of these 
lights or balls be ind the tree line. Also interviewed at this 

Date of Birth time was 
address. 

wo econds, got bigger and started to fall 

of the same 
stated that he observed a 

a southerly direction which turned larger 
behind the tree line. Also interviewed at 

Center Moriches, who state t at she also 
of 

h - Date of Birth 
light or fire heading t z .  

Investigation on 7/22 / 96 at Speonk, New York 
\ I  

 de # 2 6 SA-NY- 2 5 9 0 2 8 u 
Investigator DARNLEY 0. SCOON 3- 

by SA JOSEPH P. FANN1NG:cam & ~ u t d i m k ~  7/24/96 
0 6  42- 8‘ - 
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D.IC of transcription 07/19/1996 

1 n d  his wife had taken-and his 
brother 'crabbing" on the Forge River d*:ring the 

of Wednesday, July 17, 1996. At approximately 8:45pm, 
ad just climbed onto the dock and he saw what he 

described as "the biggest Roman Candle'@ he had ever seen. 
flare trailing fire, "bursted out really big and then fell." 

-stated that after the flare there was a black trail of 
smoke. 
direction from where he was standing and appeared to originate 

The 

m d d e d  that the flare came from the southeast 

L from land. It also seemed to be really clcse. 

-could not recall anything else unusual happening 
that evening. 

-was cooperative and both he and his father are 
agreeable to further contact with the FBI regarding this matter. 

Investigationon 07/19/1996 at Mast 

,,..,!',s.,,q,,.r,.Q -.,,, 1 , k . t  . . I  . . I  . .  I .  .. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Senior 
Investigator THOMAS M. O'NEILL and Investigator KEVIN E. WALSH, 
of the New York State Police: 

-(-, stated that he was standing on the 
dock at the Forge River Marina looking south towards the water, 
when he saw what he thought was a flare going up, with a 
reddish/orange line of fire trail. It exploded and came down as 
a column of reddish/orange fire, with a tiny bit of black. The 
flare and column of fire appeared to him, to be over land and to 
the east (left) of his location. 

stated he was looking the other way 43-7 

'tu and his brothe turned a r o x p p e a r e d  and he saw a big puff of 
smoke. 

PO nted out the flare and by the time he 
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and the nature of the interview. 
information: 

She then provided the following 

On July 17, 1996, at 8 : 2 5pm,- was 
having her parents' dinner home, with i n ,  and N e w  her YoTk.- par 
was facing the water in the direction of South-Southeast. w en . 

she saw a white light, along the horizon out the window t o  the 
left. 
a bright white light, and moved from the left to right, in an 
arc, for approximately five to ten seconds. 
the highest point of the a r c ,  it disappeared for a second, and 
then reappeared as an orange flicker. 
moment and then grev into an orange ball. The ball dropped to 
the horizon in approximately ten to twenty seconds - enough time 
for- her fiance, and parents to go out on the deck. 

ximately one or two seconds after the ball hit the water, 

second boom, and, after a shorter period of time, a third boom. 
The first.boom was the most intense. 

The light was described as a very bright shooting star, or 

On the way down from 

It stayed there for a 

heard a boom. After a couple more seconds, m e a r d  a 

The distance from-to the orange ball, and the 
distance from-to the white light, appeared to be the same. 
The white light appeared to have a door width length tail. 
door used as a reference was approximately 10 feet away and 
approximately 3 feet wide). 

(The 
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Date of transcnpmn 8/25/97 

On August 18,1997, the writer conducted the following 
T W e s t h a m p t o n ,  New York, regarding the observations made 

- _  _ -  - r . .- .....I .. . .. <. prom tnat address (house) on JUY I I ,  IYYO: 

was sitting in a chair, in the dining room, facing the ocean, and had a 
the rch and beach at the rear of the house. Sitting in the 

approximate position of &and using a standard ruler the writer made the following 
observations: 

The bottom of the awning (at an approximate eleven o’clock position to the 
beach) to the horizon measured 1.25 inches at an arm’s length. This was the approximate 
position from which h first recalled observing a “bright white light” traveling h m  
“left to right”. The over ang (of the porch) to the horizon measured approximately 3.5 inches. 

8 

-esugation on 8 / 18  / 1997 at Westhampton Beach, NY 

Fie Y 2 6 5A-NY- 2 5 9 0 2 8 Datedictated N/A 

by SA Steven A. Bonqardt (sab) 
om 
This document contains neither ~mmend.tjons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propctty of rhe FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it lad its contents a n  not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date of transcription 7 /29 /96  

the purpose of the interview, 
information: 

0 and -were in a car on their way 
to CARLER's (Phonetic) POND to fish the night of the plane crash. 

was not driving the car. At approximately 8:30 pm, or 
8:40 pm, 
which he believes to be the plane that crashed. 

said-saw the object also. -believes he had a 
very good view and he did not see any flare like object going up 
into the sky prior to seeing the glowing object descending. 

saw a bright glow coming down in the sky 
As the 

t t  burst into a ball of flames. 

u 
lives a couple of housesdown the street 

the address is possiblyll) 
Mastic, Long Island, New York. 

* I  
265A-NY-259028-sU6-~ 

Investigation on 7 / 2 2 / 9 6 at Mastic, New York ( telepho$jm~!~~~ED- 

@y 
L * - j i $ A ? ' I D  +----I 

~ , l ~  # 

by SA SCOTT W .  KO &!am Datedlctatcd 7 /26/96 

This document contains neither recommendatlons nor conclusions of the FBI It IS the property of the FBI and IS lopned to y w r  agency; 
i t  and its contents are not to be disrnbuted outride your agency 
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Detc of trrrrraiptb. 8/9/96 

On July 24, 1996, Special Agent (SA) JAWES D m  of 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 

Investigation, 
Patchogue, New York (NY). 

i 7at  
That on July itd, 1996, at approximately 8 : 3 0  pm while 

While looking at the 

driving his vehicle facing northbound on Waverly Avenue, 
Patchogue, NY he observed a large jet banking in a southeast 
direction heading towards Noriches Inlet. 
jet he observed what appeared to be black smoke plumes coming out 
from the engine, below the jet. 
time). 
appeared to be silvery objects falling from the engine 
compartment, 
sun reflecting off the shinny objects. 

(The sun was setting at this 
Approximately five to ten seconds later he observed what 

He was able to see the objects as a result of the 

-stated that the particles looked like 
fireworks. He estimated that the parts fell several miles inland 
in an industrial/wooded area located north of Woodside Avenue, 
Patchogue and south of the Long Island Expressway. (see diagram) 

We then departed-residence and looked at 
the industrial/wooded area. 
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water hole. 

-then moved further away from the water to the 
top of the ill, but still on t 
balls had fallen out of sight. 
thunder, and felt slight vibrations in the ground. 

At this point the fire 
heard sounds like rolling 

- 

'I% doamen! contaiv dhcrrrowunadrtioar rnrcmdumm - OfbPBL ItbtbepropatlrofthePBIdtk.nsd(opur.~, 



I 

FD-302 (Rev. 106-95) 

- 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the 
interview, -provided the following information: 

crash, -went swimming after work at a water hole on private 
property in Speonk, New York. The private property, bounded by 
Old Country Road in the north, North Phillips Avenue in the west, 
and the Long Island Railroad tracks in the southeast, was 
accessed through a gated entrance on the south side of Old 

On the day of the Trans World Airlines Flight 800 

friends were gathered at a small sandy beach on the west side of 
the water hole. 

-had been at the water hole for at least an 

L 

hour and was standing with some of his friends in the water at 
knee depth, a couple of feet out from the water's edge. He was 
facing east, his back to the western shore, when he began to turn 

right with the intention of walking up on the beach. As 
urned his head, an object that he thought looked like a 

his attention in the southern sky or in the same 

shot a flare towards him located at the 
direction as the ocean. 

southern end of the 
was much farther away. 

thought someone had 

the object 

The flare-like object was a round reddish ball, 
lighter red towards the center, with a small tail similar in 
shape to that of a comet. 
it moved. 
marble but larger than a BB. 
trail of smoke following the object and fading at the tail end. 

The object became a little brighter as 
The object was smaller than the relative size of a 

There was a white, see-through 

When-first saw the object it was above the 

hvestigrtionon 6/25/97 u Flanders, New York I 

F i t  265A-NY-259028 a b f9 Datedicarcd 7 / 2 / 9 7  

by SA BRADLEY S. MORRISON 

Thic d o c u m n t c o ~  neither meow . nor casiwiotsofthl FBI. It ir m~ property of& FBI ~ I ' U  ~omd loycmr-; 

SA JENNIFER A. LEONARD/ 

"? , 
/03/ 
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Continuation of FD-301 of B ,on 6/25/97 .w 2 

trees, approximately a quarter of the height from the tree tope 
to the highest point the object would reach. It wae moving a t  a 
constant speed toward8 him and from his lower right to uppar left 
at a straight incline of approximately forty-five degree6 from 
horizontal. ?watched the object for two to three seconds, 
turned to his 
looked back. 

riends to call their attention to it, and then 

-watched the object a few more seconds after 

The 
he looked back from calling to his friends, when the object made 
a sharp turn downward as if it were dropping out of the sky. 
object moved almost straight down, having a little angle from 
right to left. 
seconds and then exploded. 
of the way down from the object’s maximum height to the tree 
tops. 

firework going off, having the red-orange color of fire and being 
brighter than the original flare-like object. There was a little 
white-powder colored smoke around the explosion and several 
pieces fell away from the point of exphsion. The size of the 
explosion was approximately three times as large as the flare- 
like object. 

The object descended for approximately two 
The point of explosion was a quarter 

-advised that the explosion looked like a - 
Three of the falling pieces were each larger than 

the flare-like object and a few smaller pieces sloped outward and 
down. While the pieces fell at different rates of speed, they 
remained relatively close together throughout their descent. Of 
the three large pieces, one came straight down in the middle 
while the other two were out to either side moving slightly away 
during the descent. They had no definite shape but had the same 
fire color as the explosion, only duller. 

Approximately two to three second fter the 
falling pieces disappeared behind the trees, sa heard a deep 
sound like thunder. The sound came from the west and lasted for 
approximately one and one half seconds. 

-stated that the weather was clear and that 
at the time of the event, he thought the sun was behind him in 
the western sky, obscured by trees. 
aircraft while at the water hole. 

id not see any 
not under the 

LJ 

‘ I  
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influence of any substance while observing the event. 
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Date of transcription 7/23/96 

icmoro , 
s interviewed, 
the following 

who works for 
the night of Wednesday, July 17, 1996 he was 

working on the Beach in Westhampton; New York. At 
saw what appeared to be cheap 

fireworks coming off the 
approximately 8:45 P . M . ,  

(meteor; 
later (seconds later 
to the south of the 
The firework that 
the direct' n at t e ireball. Seconds after observing the 

heard and felt one explosion, then three other 

-saw a National Guard 

fireball, 
explosions or a total of four. 

Soon after the explosion, 
Helicopter fly over the bridge. 

about 4 or 5 houses west of the 

A short time 
observed an orange fireball in the sky 
The fireball fell out of the sky. 

escribed this one firework as a white spark 
arched across the sky. 

@ 
ad previously observed was travelling in 

'p 

.nvestigation on 7 /  2 3/9 6 at New York (telephonically) u 
~ f l ~ #  265A-NY-259028 L t Y  3 

Date dictated 
PI' 

by SA Daniel Kilcullen, Jr. 

1917 This document contains neitber reoommendrtionr not amclurionr of the FBI. It is the propaly of the FBI u d  L burd to 
it  and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Lead - Control #TW3245 -Of- 

July 17, 1996. 

5. Unknown individual who was w&k!%%b Ua- 
who also worked. for !CA.N2lPZ 

T- a? employee for LINK CONTROLS; 

x- an employee with Suffolk County €li&%y 
martment, 

F e d  just before 8:45 p.m., he had been working 
in the br dge's switch gear roon. 
windows and is located at the base of the bridge. b d v i s e d  
he wanted a break and he 

the swish gear room except for 
roadway c c  +',3 kidge .  

State Department 
from the northeast to 
standing at the 

The switch gear OOP has no 

~veatiptioooo 7/29/96 rt Richboro, Pa. I !  
pile# 265A-NY-259028 Cf \ -a\< f l  

. t  
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begins to cross the river and was lookin 
the beach. 
that was traveli skyward fron the ground at appr-g 
degree angle. & escribed the white light as a 1 
sparkled and thought it was some type of fireworks. 
the white light * z i g  taggeda as it traveled upward and at the 

overw and disappeared 
f r o i e v I e w .  -stbated the white light was in view for 

stent with the 
advised the white 

approx mately 15 creconds and i ta  speed was 
speed that normal fi *works right travel. 
light first came d o  view just above the roof top of the fourth 
house west of the public parking area on Dune Road. -stated 

stated two or three seconds after southeasterly direction. 

south-southwest 
A t  approxitately 8 t 4 5  p.nOr Qsaw a 

.- apex of it travel, the white light 

the white light traveled 

the white light diaappear 

fron the beach in a south- 

saw an orange light that appeared 
a fireball in the sky approximately one-half mile away. 

fireball due to its distance from him (approximately one-half 
mile away). 
angle and left a fire trail burning behind it. 
wire, the fireball disappeared behind the second house to the 
west of the public parking area located at Beach Lane and Dune 
Road . 

was unable to estimate the height or elevation of this 

The fireball descended at approximately a 30 degree 
According to 

area to see if he could see 
anything else. 

house, he heard the first of four explosions. This first 
explosion was the loudest of the four 

as standing concussion-from the explosion shook the bridge 

explosion sard a second and third explosion. The third 
explosion occurred inmediately following the second explosion or 
what appeared to be at alnost the same the. Approximately one 
second after the third explosion,'~IIZard a fourth and final 
explosion. 

had observed a 
C130 and helicopters flying in the area. 
helicopter was a National Guard helicopter and that the C130 and 
helicopters appeared to be on maneuvers. 

m t a t e d  after the fireball disappeared behind the 

eight to nine 

On the afternoon of July 17, 

Just after the 

~ a 9  
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explosions - b ; r v e d  a National Guard helicopter fly. .- :* 
directly over 

The workers who had been in the switch gear room had 
heard and felt the explosions and came up on to the bridge deck 
to see what was happening. 

incident, he overheard an hdividual in Eckard's Delicatessen in 

e Beach Lane bridge headed toward the explod 

m t a t e d  several days after the July 17, 1996 
.. - 

w e s t h a t e d  the di6tance from the southwest end of 
each Lane bridge to Dune Drive is approximately 300 feet. 
estimated the distance from the southwest end of the Beach 

Lane bridge to the fourth home west of the public parking area on 
Dune Road is roughly 800 to 900 feet. 
homes on Dune Road, west of the public parking area, identified 
by-in his description of the events that took place on 

17, 1996, are on the beach side or south side of Dune Road. 

Lane, Dune Road 
diagram is attached to this FD-302. on Dune Road. e 

informtion regarding his observations on July 17, 1996. 
wishes to cooperate in whatever way he can and he can be 
recontacted at any time. 

b 

The fourth and second 

elped sketch a diagram of the Beach Lane bridge, Beach 
ublic parking area on Dune Road and the homes July 

m t a t o d  he doe8 not recall any additional 

c 

. .  .. 

. .  



30 
N 3  

a431 

3 
G 
r c ._. . . 

'0 ... 





- .  

8:15 p.m. ferry from Patchogue to Davis Park. 
on the top deck, rear of the boat. -as facing west but 
turned to the east when her friend,-stated "look at the 
firework." E a w  a huge orange ball of flame in the sky in 
the shape of an oval. The flame seemed to hang in the sky and 
then fall in a vertical stream to the surface, dropping from the 
oval/oblong shape straight down. The flame faded from the 
top/sky down to the ocean. The flame was spotted when they were 
three-fourth ( 3 / 4 )  of the way to Fire Island. While looking at 
the flame,-saw houses on the curve part of F i r e  Island. 
It was approximately 8 : 2 5  to 8:30 p.m., whe- first saw 
the flame. After the flame fell straight down there was an 
orange haze over the water. 

They were sitting 

b 

something.come.up to where the explosion occurred. 
to her while still on the ferry. 

This was told 
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East Moriches, New York 

dentities and nature ot the 
County Police Detective, 

provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:26PM, 
travelling from Harrison, NY, towards East Moriches, NY, on the 
Long Island Expressway (LIE), near Exit 69, witnessed a plane in 
the air. 

-stated at first glance the plane was entirely 
Due to the distance from his vantage point, - stated intact. 

the plane looked small, and that it probably came from Spadaro 
Airport in East Moriches, NY. He stated that the plane looked 
illuminated from the daylight. 

-stated, at second glance, approximately two (2) 
seconds after the first glance, he saw iI ball of fire. -then 
stated that the plane began to drop from the sky,  in a flat-spin 
motion. -did not see the plane hit the water, nor did he 
hear any type of sounds. 

-wife,- DOB 
address, also in the car, stated that she did not see any of the 
events pertaining to the plane because she was asleep. 

October 12, 1937, same 

265A-NY-259028-SUB 
A4 

J U L 7 2  . 

F’I - NEW YCnK W 
tnveqation on 

lqe#  265A-NY-259028 

by SA John Hui (JU:amo) Datcdiuatcd 07/19/96 

0 7 / 1 9 / 9 6 at East Moriches, New York * IC 
-- 
SCPD Det. Mike Pitt 
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Country Road, Bellport, New York, was 
interviewed at her businc ,. 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 6:30 pm,- 
attended a dinner meeting of the Bellport Chamber of Commerce at 
the Bellport Yacht Club. 
one of the members who she knows by the name of-exclaim, 
"that plane is in trouble." At the same time she heard her 
daughter state, tllook at the fireworks.tt looked to the 
southeast, where her daughter was 
fire" falling from the sky. d h o u g h t  she was seeing a 
small plane crash on the bay side of Fire Island. 

Near the end of the meeting she heard 

ointing and saw two *#balls of 

-heard someone say, Itget the time." She look at 
a clock which showed 8 : 3 4  pm. 

-did not hear any explosion, and did not hear any 
sings of a crash. -bserved no susj+ious boats near the 
Bellport Marina. 

265A-NY -259028-SUd -c - 

L h 
J 

U s t i g a t  ion on 7 /  2 0/9 6 at Bellport, New York 

File 265A-NY-259028 

by SA MICHAEL ~h6dKc~:cam Date dictated 7/23/96 

1.3 38 . .  
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purpose of the interview. thereafter provided the 
following information: 

-was out driving with a 
when t ey stopped to run an errand. 

said it was 8:OO p.m. Soon 
big plane circling and said something 
be trying to land." 

A short time later, -and her friend were 

noticed a plane flying northwest to southeast and 
on the Montauk Bypass, also known as Frowein Road. 

be a different plane because it was not circling 
around anymore. Right about that t;me, they passed a sum 
to where Frowein Road merges with Montauk Highway. de 
heard a whistle/screechin sound which she compared to the sound 
of a fan belt screech. -thou ht 'the sound was behind 
her and traveled from north to south. -looked back and 
then her attention was brought northward to the sky a few seconds 
later where she saw the clouds light up to a reddish color, like 
a flash of lightening would cause, only a different color 
was approximately 8:35 p.m. at the time. -asked.& 
if she had also heard the sound, but had not and 

passenger side of the truck, where she was sitting. 
-surmised that was because the sound had passed by the 

4 %6 . .._.. 

L- 

il' 1 1, 
- t  ; 1 

Investigation on 7 / 2 8 / 9 6 at 'E&chogue, New York - -- 
.4 - i' , -  

File # 2 6 5A-NY- 2 5 9,0 .. . ----I - 
SAs MARCIE 

tjy JILL S. "&E dxa Date dictated 8 / 5 / 9 6 

- --- - __. /S YG - .  T 
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KEW : hrg 

:tt N e w  York S t a t e  P o l i c e  Department. The i n t e r v i e w  w a s  
ccriducted on J u l y  2 2 ,  1 9 9 6 .  

LSiI of 

M r . V s t a t e s  t h a t  on J u l y  17 ,  1 9 9 6 ,  between 8:30 
PM and 9:00 PM, e w a s  walking n o r t h  on t h e  beach toward t h e  

t o n  Beach, N e w  York, 

hea rd  a boom 
Remsenburg, N e w  

f i v e  ( 5 )  degrees w e s t  of t h e  c l u b .  H e  t h e n  hea rd  o t h e r  booms, 
which h i s  f r i e n d ,  said numbered t h r e e  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
boom. The f lames  t h e n  d i sappea red  i n t o  t h e  water. 
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Date of transcription 07/29/96 

m a d v i s e d  that he observed the July 17, 1996 
incident w 1 e e was watching an National Broadcastha Conmanv - -  
(NBC) STONE PHILLIPS report on Unidentified Flying Objects 
(UFOs). m a d v i s e d  that the government has covered up UFO's 
since a ROSWELL incident on July 2, 1947. -was seated in 
his living room facing south toward the sliding glass doors that 
overlook the ocean. - observed a ball of extremely bright, very vivid 

It appeared to be moving up and out toward the orange fire. 
b 

water. It created a vertical column of fire. The column had a 
slight hour glass-like cume and appeaqed to remain stationary. 
Next, the entire column plunged into the water. It descended 
into the water like a lightening bolt. The column appeared to 
crash at the end of the horizon. Ten to fifteen seconds later, 
there were two tremendous jolts. 

,+I ' 
4 

v 
-. . . a  

- -  - 2) 
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Invcatigation on 07/19/96 at Westhampton, New York 

~ l l e  ,t 265A-NY-259028 \ 
SA CHARLES J. RUSSE --1 ___--- ---J by SA STEVEN A. BONGAR Date dictated 07/24/96 
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Date of transcription 07/26/96 

I 

d the purpose of the 

T h e m h e a r d  a major explosion, then heard two 
(2) smaller explosions. The explosions sounded like thunder. 
They did not visually observe the incident. 

A . .  - . *  -.* - ,” ;a 
Invcwgatlon on 07/18/96 11 Westhampton, New York r~ “L 

File i) 265A-NY-259028 
SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL I 

Tt, 
This document c o n t a m  neither recommendat~ons nor conclusions of the FBI I t  1s the property of tbc  FBI rad u Iornd to y o u  qaw;  
i t  and its contents are not to be distributed outside vaur aeencv 
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Date of transcription 7/27/96 

After being advised of the-identity of the interviewing Agents 
and the nature of the interview. 
information: 

They provided the following 

L 

Island, it exploded into an orange ball of flames. It separated 
into two distinct columns of fire, then hit the water. Next, she 
saw flames shoot up once from the surface, then all that she saw 
was black smoke. She stated that her party called the Coast 
Guard and that they were the third such call the Coast Guard 
received, and that the Coast Guard would send a boat out to check 
it out. of 
the space shuttle Challenger explosion in 1986. 

position. When she indicated her position on a map of the area 
and the direction, she saw the pink glow go, it appears that it 
was the same direction of the crash site. 

She further stated that the explosion reminded her 

perception of the pink glow was that it was 

stated that his wife e s  the first 
person to witness e glow. However, he sal t at he thought he 
saw the pink glow ascend and then descend. His approximation of 
the height of the pink glow was about 10,000 feet. 

discussed t e inci ent on Thursday night with some people at the 
dock and that they had pretty much seen the same thing. 

had mentioned that her and = had 
CCr - 

. .L, \-fJ'{-2zS JzS3sUB 
- -  L' 
f --XI - y - -  

~nvestigatlon on 7 / 19  / 9 6 at Center Moriches, New York - 
.he - I s--J 2 4 *.,.*I .-I Fl]e# 265A-NY-259028 p !  

SA JAMES G. LEE :IJ 1 

by SA ROBERT S. CRISALLI (RSC:dp) b- Date dtcuud 7 / 2 3 / 9 h-- - - I 
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7/27/96 Date of tnnscription 

information: 

saw flames shoot up once from the surface, then all that she saw 
was black smoke. She stated that her party called the Coast 
Guard and that they were the third such call the Coast Guard 
received, and that the Coast Guard would send a boat out to check 
it out. of 
the space shuttle Challenger explosion in 1986. 

position. When she indicated her position on a map of the area 
and the direction, she saw the pink glow go, it appears that it 
was the same direction of the crash site. 

She further stated that the expl,osion reminded her 

perception of the pink glow was that it was 

stated that his wife m s  the first 
person to witness e glow. However, he s a l  t at he thought he 
saw the pink glow ascend and then descend. His approximation of 
the height of the pink glow was about 10,000 feet. 

;had mentioned that her and1 
---- 

aocK and that they had pretty much seen the same thincr: 
. --  
- I -  I -.- -- -_ .- 

* - -  \-:- - -  

P-:: 2 4 .,, ., ~ . 

-- 
~nvertiguon on 7 / 19 / 9 6 at Center Moriches, New York 

3, .  F,I,.# 265A-NY-259028 pk 
SA JAMES G. LEE :I3 I 

by SA ROBERT S,. CRISALLI (RSC:dp) t ~ -  Date dictated 7 / 2 3 / 9 6 __ --------i 
/44 f _- 
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Company (LILCO) I 

North Shore, when she witnessed an explosion. 

She saw a very large orange glowing ball in the sky due 
saw a 

sharp, yellow, very distinct, streak rising 
south of where she was sailing. 

that it was curved at the end like a hook. 
streak started at the shoreline and traveled up to the sky and 
veered westbound. 
event lasted no more than three to four (3 to 4) seconds. 

Seconds later, L 

She noticed the 

She heard no sound and stated that the whole 

stated that 
was interviewed 

at a later date and provided 

20- &SUI3 
c .  

Investigation on 0 7/ 2 8/9 6 a i  East Moriches, New York 

File # 265A-NY-259028 _ _ _  - - -  --- 
u 

SA PAMELA A. CULOS 
* 

1 .  ‘9 . 
by SA SUSAN ROSENTHAL/hrg Date dictated 07/29/96 
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On July 25, 1996 at about 6:35 pm, Detective NICHOLAS 
GARCIA, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)/New York City 

nt Joint Task Force, 
over the telephone, 
TWO Flight 800. 

(wife) will have him call the command post upon his ar 

w A t  about 6:4 was made to contact 
over telephone This also met with 

contacted by- 
New York, 

advises that he, his 
were fishing on July 17, 

evening at approximately 8 : 4 0  pm he observed an orange-red flash 
followed by smoke in the horizon. He could not tell if it was on 
the water or in the sky. He had nothing further to add. 

inlet. That 

his brother and friend as 
At about 8:20 pm, the writer was contacted b 

eports observing a streak of smoke coming from a 
the distance taking the form of a funnel. 

projectile or light trail. 
- 

ai 0 
265A-NY-- CI a3 
,----_ 

Investigation on 7/25/96 at Long Island, New York 1 TeIephonic-----j 
1 

File t 265A-NY-259028 

Date dicta&d; * i 7/26/196 
\ I. ..~ . 

by DET. NICHOLAS GARCIA/NYCPD/dap (I.t, 
. - .. - .  . . .~ - .Ti-. - 

/sY6 T h i s  document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI I t  is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency' 
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On July 25, 1996 at about 6:35 pm, Detective NICHOLAS 
GARCIA, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)/New York City 

nt Joint Task Force, SO- ed to contact 
in c nection -..- over the telephone, 

TWO Flight 800. He 
(wife) will have him call the command post upon his ar 

w At about 6:4 was made to contact 
This also met with over telephone 

contacted by- 
New York, 

advises that he, his 
fishing on July 17, 

inlet. That L l  evening at approximately 8:40  pm he observed an orange-red flash 
followed by smoke in the horizon. He could not tell if it was on 
the water or in the sky .  He had nothing further to add. 

At about 8 : 2 0  pm, the writer was contacted b 
with his brother and friend as describe a ove. 
eports observing a streak of smoke coming from a 
the distance taking the form of a funnel. 

projectile or light trail. 

265A - [i Y-- CI (y+ 
v-- -- In\  es t igsi ion on 7 /  2 5/9 6 I I  Long Island, New York Telephonic I 

> 
File s 265A-NY-259028 

S t F - m T T -  S "  

Date dictated, 7 /  2 6L96 
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Date of transcription 8/5/96 

entral Falls, Rhode 
was advised of the 

identity of the interviewing agent, and that the interview 
concerned US Air Flight 217 from Charlotte, North Carolina to 
Providence, mode Island on July 17, 1996. -rovided the 
following information: 

-on- at he was a passenger on Flight 
217 on July 17, 1996. was in seat 19F. He was looking 
out the window at the scenery as the flight was approaching 
Providence. 
and down from the aircraft. The fire started droping from the 
sky and landing below - it looked like a forest fire. 

He saw a bright orange and red fireball on the right 

7 and the woman discussed t h a t u l d  have 
le or a boat exploding. 

e a w  nothing unusual before the fireball. 

265A-NY -259028-SUB a3 
Investigation on 7 / 3 0 / 9 6 at Providence, RI (- 

File # 
K- -- b ~ ~ l ~ #  265A-NY-259038 Sub 302 

- G?:'C . *. ' r <- - . 1- c 

b) SA G. RUSSELL GRIFFITHS Date dishtd 8/5/ 9 6 - '  
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. .  by SA G. RUSSELL GR, _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
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Date of tmnacriptioa 7/31/96 

at his residence concerning the crash of TWA FLIGHT 800, July 17, 
1996, off Long Island, New York. 

dvised that he and his wife were on 
USAIR FLI from Charlotte, North 
Providence, Rhode Island on July 17, 1996, when at approximately 
8:35 p.m., as the pla ad begun its descent to land at 

fire or that had expl a She was at the window seat, 17F. He 
Providence, his wife 

was in seat 1 7 E  on the right side of the plane. 

then looked out and down. He was in the 
second se - the window. He saw a big fire to the east that 
looked as if it was on the water. The plane was probably at 

ould see the outline of where the 
ocean met the coast11 - looked like a ship on fire. The 
fire was huge. He observed it for about ten to fifteen seconds. 
He did not see any airplane or lights. 

told him that she had seen a plane on 

L J  about 25,000 feet. 

Afterwards, a white female in her late teens or early 
ho was sitting at the window seat directly in front of 
wife asked, "Did you see that?", to which he aP ed that he did. There was a white male, age forties, 

who lived in the Fall River area sitting next to 
who may have also seen the fire. 

The flight landed in Providence at approximately 8 : 5 5  
p.m. 

Personal background in - is as follows: 
DATE OF BIRTH: 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 

265~-NY -259028-SUB (Q -- - _- -_ - - - - - . 
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Date of transcription 7/24/1996 

Date of Birth (DOB) 
, Mastic Beach, New 

of the official 
identities of the interviewing agents and the purpose of the 
iz".trview. -hen furnished the following information: 

they were using was to position the boat at the south of MoGiches 
Inlet and to drift to the north of the inlet. 
w n i l e  the boat was at the southern portion of the inlet 

feet in length, several miles to their southeast. 

. .  cring fish with them. Additionally, F a d v i s e d  that this boa, 

At one point, . .  
Tbserved a large red or orange fishing boat, 

-,:?is boat because of its large size and the 

fishing boat with a arge boom or tower on its 
did not notice the boat moving. 

At approximately 8 : 3 0  PM, July 17, boat 
r.35 drifted to the north end of Moriches 
2r.gjage5 12 a task such as baiting a hook when 
P r r r  y : A u A . e : : z ,  iireczed his attention tc the 

3 large explosior, at an altitude gf I000 feet. 
tnessed . .  

-,-...- --=..ge in cslor and descended in a slight arc from east tG west. 

1 -  4--ectlon v of tke previous sighting of 

- .  1. -ne  r~rebail split in two on its descent and left a trail of 
z A a z k  smoke. Following the explosion 

3x5 saw what appeared to be bright lights in the water which he 
ze- :~~. red  was jurning wreckage. 

. -  
- .  

- .  
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On Wednesday waning, 7 / 1 7 / 9 6 , 1  was eating dinner 
on her deck, with her family. Tha howe 8 8 tuated on waterfront 
property. The deck ha8 an unobmtructed view of thr Long Island 
Sound. Visibility wa8 good. While the sun had set, it was still 
light outside. 

Sometime between 8 : 3 0  p1 and 8:45 p m , B  called 
her attention to a strange glow in the sky over the Long Island 
sound. She saw an orangish - red column of light. It appeared the 
same color as the setting m u n .  The colurn appeared to bend to the 

column lasted only a 

it, it had faded to a 
few seconds. It then faded away. 
come out and look at it. By the 
small ball on the horizon. 

right when looking from top to 
called her husband to 

-pointed out a sailboat in the sound and 
estimated the height of th8 colunn to h a w  beon twice as lorn as 
a sailboat mast. (approximately two degrees). She further piked 
towards an approximate bearing of 180 degrees (magnetic) and 
stated the column appearod in that area. t 

- 
. a  

, 1-1 
*&,.., 
; a+ 

-added that he maw it firet. The column 
had already formed when h8 fir8t noticad it. 

Neither -nor i-1 saw m y  
object in the vicinity prior to notic ng 8 column. Thoy hoard 
no sound that they attrihatod to this column. Thrv recallad na 
aircraft in tha vicinity of th. column.( 

~mrcatintitmoa 7/22/96 .t Milford. Connecticut 

by SA Kenneth E Gray J r  : KEG/keg 
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l-]d.rew a d- 01Urn.- m concurred with h i s  drawing. then markad on a 
map the approximate line of sight to the column. Copies of both 
drawing and map are attached to this FD-302. 
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Duoof- 7/22/96 

following information: 

On Wednesday evening, 7 / 1 7 / 9 6 , i  was eating dinner 
on her deck, with her faaily. The house s s tuated on waterfront 
property. The deck has an unobstructed view of the Long Island 
Sound. Visibility was good. While the sun had set, it was still 
light outside. 

Sometime between 8 : 3 0  pm and 8:45 pi,- called 
her attention to a strange glow in the sky over the Long Island 
Sound. She saw an orangish - red column of light. It appeared the 
same color as the setting sun. The column appeared to bend to the 

few seconds. It then faded auay. 
come out and look at it. By the 
small ball on the horizon. 

estimated the height of the column to have been twice as long as 
a sailboat raat.(approxhately t w o  degrees). She further pointed 
towards an approxirate bearing of 180 degrees (magnetic) and 
stated the column appearad in that area. 

-added that he saw it first. The column 
had already formed when ha first noticed it. 

right when looking from top to column lasted only a 

it, it had faded to a 
called her husband to 

-pointed out a sailboat in the Sound and 
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!-drew a d- 01Umn.- 
-concurred w i t h  him drawing. then Mrkad on a 

map the approximate line of sight to the column. Copies of both 
drawing and map are attached to this FD-302. 
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Dale of transcription 8 / 6 / 9 6  

was interviewed by the undersigned 
at Taylors Landing Marina, 
After being advised as to 

the identities of the interviewing Agents, and to the purpose of 
that being his boating activities on July 17, 
provided the following information: 

indicated that he resides 

of birth was 
Number (SSAN 

related that on Wednesda 
off the 
New Jersey, 

and -- were sailing his yacht 
coas onq Island, New York, enroute - 
when the foliowing transpired: 

were be 
advised 
looked 
nothing 
yacht s 
chart e 

Sometime 
low deck per 
that he hea 

proximity to the 
eviewed the nautical 
area and opined that 

ndicated that d 
heard nothing. 

nco&assinu the Lons Island, 
as app;oximately at position 40.17 N / 72.13-W at the 
reported hearing the noise. 

advised that just before 1O:OO p.m. 

dicated that the lights were - n number from four (4) to six ( 6 ) .  
lights 
and va 
that the boat was possibly a sixty foot vessel, 

observed describe a m a t ,  strange or boats due to to the his boat's vessel's unusual stern. a m-. .< 

in color 
opined 

been three ( 3 )  twenty foot boats.- He indicated that the boat was 
too small to register on his yacht's radar. 

cc'3 

- 
I 

. 
, I  

U 
l . = 265A-NY-259028 - k 

SA MILTON D. CHALKLEY 
SA TERRI A .  WOODWARD Ddte JlLbttrl i AUG 2 8  1996 



FD-302. (Rev. 11-15-83) 

265A-NY-259028 

Continualion of FD-302 of -.On 8/5/96 . Page _Z 

'U 

-went to bed at 1O:OO p.m. 
watch. 

visible off of last observed the lights at 

At 2:OO a.m., he relieved-and 
L n d i c a t e d  that the same red lights were 

approximately 3:30 a.m. 
the light 

that he only observed 

indicated that he recalled on ly  one other boat 
vicinity that night. This boat he 

observed only on radar. It was some distance in front of him to 
the seaward side. He opined it was approximately a sixty foot 
boat. 

-elated that his yacht was approximately 
thirty (30) mi es off of the coast of Long Island, New York at 
the time he observed the above described boats. Due to course 
changes, he was not able  to provide a specific chart reference 
locat ion. 

/ 7  33 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION b 

Date of manscription 7/25/96 

then provided the followifis information: 

and his brother, 
walking their dog at SMITH POINT BEACH in 

at approximately 8:30 PM to 8:45 PM. 
advised they were walking in the parking lot facing sou 
the ocean when they saw a light heading straight up in the sky 
just east of their location. The light was a small red ball that 
they caught half-way up in the sky. The red ball looked like a 
flare that had been fired from the beach. No smoke trail was 
observed emanating from the red ball. Nothing was observed 
falling from the red ball. The red ball took approximately four 
seconds to impact from halfway up in the sky. Upon impact, 
-observed a large fireball which drifted or floated 

trail came from the explosion. rew a sketch. Special 
westward while dripping fire up further. A smoke 

Agent (SA) SHEA wrote notes as directed by- 

' 8 E  

'20/96 * -  East Patchogue, New York - 

n ~ t e d i c p ~ s d  .7/22/96 ' 

aH4 
ber recommend.tioas nor conclusionsof the FBf. It is h e  property of the FBI md is l oad  DD your agency; 

. .  I be distributed .-_-- wide your rgcncy. . - -  _ _ _  - 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA)  NICK J. PINDULIC and SA PAUL VALENTINE on July 18, 
1996. 
Beach located the following individuals who observed an 
explosion, heard a loud noise, or both: 

A canvas of Oneck Place and Oneck Road in Westhampton 

. I  

-The above two individuals were at STARRBOGGS RESTAURANT 
and about 9 PM, maybe a little earlier, noticed what appeared to 
be a fireworks display. They described about 15 to 20 streamers 
falling. They stated it was clear it was an explosion followed 

L by black smoke. 

- .> 

The above stated he heard two noises like thunder. The 
sounds were close together in time. 
8:40 PM. -‘He did not see anything. 

He heard the sounds about 
Y 

L 

-8. 
. 6% 

.Le 

&> 

: -> 

,The above heard at least two thunder type noises at 
about 8:30 to 8 : 5 0 .  She went outside but saw nothing. .., ” 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) NICK J. PINDULIC and SA PAUL VALENTINE on July 18, 
1996. 
Beach located the following individuals who observed an 
explosion, heard a loud noise, or both: 

A canvas of Oneck Place and Oneck Road in Westhampton 

-The above two individuals were at STARRBOGGS RESTAURANT 
and about 9 PM, maybe a little earlier, noticed what appeared to 
be a fireworks display. They described about 15 to 20 streamers 
falling. 
by black smoke. 

They stated it was clear it was an explosion followed 

e 

/ /z  7 

3 The above stated he heard two noises like thunder. The 
sounds were close together in time. 
8 : 4 0  PM. -'He did not see anything. 

He heard the sounds about 

,The above heard at least two thunder type noises at 
about 8:30 to 8:50. She went outside but saw nothing. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) NICK J. PINDULIC and SA PAUL VALENTINE on July 18, 
1996. 
Beach located the following individuals who observed an 
explosion, heard a loud noise, or both: 

A canvas of Oneck Place and Oneck Road in Westhampton 

-The above two individuals were at STARRBOGGS RESTAURANT 

They stated it was clear it was an explosion followed 

and about 9 PM, maybe a little earlier, noticed what appeared to 
be a fireworks display. They described about 15 to 20 streamers 
falling. 
by black smoke. u 

3 The above stated he heard two noises like thunder. The 
sounds were close together in time. 
8 : 4 0  PM. 

He heard the sounds about 
-. He d i d  not see anything. 

,The above heard at least two thunder type noises at 
about 8:30 to 8 : 5 0 .  She went outside but saw nothing. 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) NICK J. PINDULIC and SA PAUL VALENTINE on July 18, 
1996. 
Beach located the following individuals who observed an 
explosion, heard a loud noise, or both: 

A canvas of Oneck Place and Oneck Road in Westhampton 

-The above two individuals were at STARRBOGGS RESTAURANT 

They stated it was clear it was an explosion followed 

and about 9 PM, maybe a little earlier, noticed what appeared to 
be a fireworks display. They described about 15 to 20 streamers 
falling. 
by black smoke. i./ 

3 '  The above stated he heard two noises like thunder. The 
sounds were close together in time. He heard the sounds about 
8 : 4 0  PM. He did not see anything. -. 

,The above heard at least two thunder type noises at 
about 8:30 to 8:50. She went outside but saw nothing. 

.. 





On July 17, 1996, they were at their hunting shack in 
Bellport Bay, approximately one-half mile west of Smith Point. 
Between 8:30 pm and 9:00 pm that evening, they were sitting on 
their deck overlooktpg,the sand dunes. Suddenly, at eye-level 
over the dunes in a southeast direction, they observed a 
fireball. The fireball was in three parts. The main explosion, 
which was the biggest, and two smaller ones on each side. The 
explosion to the left of the fireball was slightly smaller than 
the explosion to the right. After the fireball they saw smoke 
gradually falling down from the explosion to behind the dunes. 

. d . %2 
never heard the explosion and did no+ 

make any other The b o servations. 

.- 1 Nov-121996 I 
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Date of uuuuipb 7/29/96 

- 
and provided the following: 

On July 17, 1996, they were at their hunting shack in 
Bellport Bay, approximately one-half mile west of Smith Point. 
Between 8:30 pm and 9:00 pm that evening, they were sitting on 
their deck overlookm*the sand dunes. Suddenly, at eye-level 
over the dunes in a southeast direction, they observed a 
fireball. The fireball was in three parts. The main explosion, 
which was the biggest, and two smaller ones on each side. The 
explosion to the left of the fireball was slightly smaller than 
the explosion to the right. After the fireball they saw smoke 

u .1 

The never heard the explosion and did not -*. 

make any other-s. 

gradually falling down from the explosion to behind the dunes. . _  

hvemgation on 7/ 19 / 96 Patcbogue, New York (telephonically) 
u 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INvEsLlGATION 

Dueoftnnrcription 7/26/96 

was advised 

interview, and provided the following information: 

-stated he was sitting in the Smith Point 
camping area, Spot 4 2 ,  on Wednesday, July 1 7 ,  1996,  and at 
approximately 8:30 pm, he saw fire coming down from the sk 
over the ocean. He stated that when he spoke to his son, dl6 

Port Jefferson Station, New York, 
beeper number his son 
on the William Floyd Parkway at 

approximately 8:30  pm, on Wednesday, July 1 7 ,  1996,  and heard 
three loud popping sounds, similar to M-80‘s going off. He 
stated his son had just left the camping area and may be able to 
provide further information. 

L 

Investigation on 7 /2  0 / 96 at Shirley, New York 

~ i l ~ #  265A-NY-259028 

by SA A N D R E W  DE CICC0:cam ($? DatcdicElted 7/23/96 
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This documan contains lvither r e c o ~ t i o n s  nor conchuions of the FBI. It is the propelty of the FBI ud is I d  to your agency; 





f - '  ) * '  3 

FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

- 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tnnscription 07/26/96 

provided the following information: 

stated that she and her daughter, Date of Birth 
(DOB) November 23, 1970, same address as mother, were watching 
television and from their window next to their television, facing 
southl overlooking Dune Road, saw a fireball fall from the sky. 

stzted that she was contacted by many 
news progr-ght of the 17th of July, 1996, to 2:30 
AM, 18th of July, 1996. She provided no further information. 

On July 17, 1996, at approximatel 8:40 PM,- 

I stated she did not hear any sounds. 

L/ Investigationon 07/19/96 hes, New York - 

~ f i ~  2 6 5A- NY - 2 5 9 0 2 8 
SA JOHN S. HUI; S 

pb SCP DET. FANNING Datedietltsd U7/21/96 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
k 
Agent WILLIAM HANSEN, Federal Bureau of Investigation, New York 
Office, at the Swordfish Beach Club, Dune Road, Westhampton 
Beach, New York, on July 18, 1996: 

explosion outside, through her living room w The object 
slowly started to drop down out of the sky. 
of the time of the explosion. 

was not sure 

'*id 


