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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of truscriptiom 07/23/96 

21, 1996, 

(TWA) Flight 800 hotline on 
July 21, 1996, at 4:20 p.m. (Control Number TW00546). 

was the individual who placed the call. 
friend observed what could have been a 

d, 
shooting star or a meteorite fall from the sky and explode on the 
night of July 17, 1996. 

advised that they initially saw what they be 1"' ieve to 
During the interview, the first eyewitness, 

ing star. It was not until a couple of hours later, 
that they heard news reports concerning TWA Flight 800. 
then concluded what they saw was the airplane falling from the 

bMl sky. 

They 

recalled\ the precise time of his sighting 8: 38 

way to dinner and he 
of his memory, he said 

8:40 p.m. triggered his 
said that news reports 

memory . . 

recalled the light to be orange in color and round in shape. He 
saw it for several seconds. 
appeared to stall in mid-air momentarily before exploding into a 
ball of fire. -said that it was a clear night and the 
flaring lightiwas clearly visible. 

Midway through its fall, the light 

bo 1 

XnvutQrtiom om 07/21/96 at Rocky Point, New York 
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Both interviewee8 believed that what they saw was TWA 
Flight 800 falling in flames, and they were adamant that this 
event could not have been caused by a missile, even though they 
offered no factual basis for their conclusion. 

During the phone complaint, 
plane exploded at about 7,000 feet. 
interview that this was a rough guess and he had no way of 
knowing the actual altitude. 

stated that the "L itted during the 
complaint also seemed to indicate that 

the plane. During the interview, both 
re questioned extensively about these 

disagreed with his friend, stating 
arently TWA Flight 800 

-ultimately agreed with falling in flames and exploding. - his friend. -initially thought he may have seen a meteor 
falling and hi 

ob ect a 

ing something in the sky causing an explosion. 

Both agreed that they did not see anything moving from 
They only 

Both are agreeable to 
the ground, like a missile, to intercept An aircraft. 
saw a light falling from high in the sky. 
being recontracted. 
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Date of traaraiption 07/23/96 

(TWA) Fliqht 800 hotline on . ~~ 

July 21, 1996, at 4:20 p.m. (Control Number-TW00546). 

was the individual who placed the call. 
friend observed what could have been a 

shooting star or a meteorite fall from the sky and explode on the 
night of July 17, 1996. .r 

During the interview, the first eyewitness, 
advised that they initially saw what they 
ins star. It was not until a cour>le of hours later, 

that they heard news reports concerning TWi Flight 800. 
then concluded what they saw was the airplane falling from the 

They 

bM sky. 

recalled\the precise time of his sighting 8:38 
of his memory, he said 

their way to dinner and he 

8:40 p.m. triggered his 
said that news reports 

memory * 

recalled the light to be orange in-color and round in shape. He 
saw it for several seconds. 
appeared to stall in mid-air momentarily before exploding into a 
ball of fire. -said that it was a clear night and the 
flaring lightiwas clearly visible. 

Midway through its fall, the light 

\ 

Investigation on 07/21/96 at  Rocky Point, New York u 

pile 265A-NY-25902q cc\- s o  
SA MICHAEL S. 

by SA MOON-HUI CHOI Date dictated 07/2 1/96 Y 

os7 7 -. . . 
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Both interviewees believed that what they saw was TWA 
Flight 800 falling in flames, and they were adamant that this 
event could not have been caused by a missile, even though they 
offered no factual basis for their conclusion. 

During the phone complaint, 
plane exploded at about 7,000 feet. 
interview that this was a rough guess and he had no way of 
knowing the actual altitude. 

stated that the 
during the 

complaint also seemed to indicate that 

disagreed with his friend, stating 

the plane. During the interview, both 
extensively about these 

-ultimately agreed with falling in flames and exploding. 
his friend. -initially thought he may have seen a meteor 
falling and hi 

ob ect a arently TWA Flight 800 

ing something in the sky causing an explosion. 

Both agreed that they did not see anything moving from 
They only 

Both are agreeable to 
the ground, like a missile, to intercept An aircraft. 
saw a light falling from high in the sky. 
being recontracted. 
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Date of transcription 0 7 / 2 5 / 9 6  

20, 1996,i-Date of Birth (DOB) 
was interviewed at his home, 

York, telephone number 
After being advised of the identities of the interviewing agents 
and the nature of the interview,-provided the following 
information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 PM to 8:45  PM, 
-was on his boat, with his wife, docked at th 

C e r t e r  7 - .. -E, New York. He stated that while 
looking to the south towards the Atlantic Ocean, he observed a 
ball of orange fire arcing upward with a white smoke tail. - 
said the object looked like a "roman candle" 
Approximately ten seconds later, he saw a large reddish-orange 
fireball where the firework-type object disappeared. - 
further stated that the fireball fell at a sixty degree down 
angle and appeared to knife-edge shortly before he lost sight of 
it near the horizon. 

firework. 
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Date of m m c m  0 7 / 2 5 / 9 6  . j. 
'"- 

I Cerlcer moricnes. During 
1 1 nw; nm. 

That he was at Great Gun Beach, Fire Island, at the 
time of occurrence on the bay side ( 
out on the ocean in a southeast direction. 
thought was a distress flare, orange in color, that burst. 
it began to drift downwards, slowly. 
secondary burst a little darker in color. 
ocean. 

1 .  That he was looking 

That 
That he saw what he 

That there was a larger, 
That it fell to the 

That it took about ten-fifteen (10-15) seconds. 

After realizing it was a plane, base on his ( 1 
he is an Aerobatics Judge. 
knife edge starting downward. it 
was if the initial "flareii was on the right wing and the flames 
traveled downward across the fuselage toethe left wing when the 
second explosion took place. 

He feels that the plane was on a b 
If "'le body was facing away, 

He further stated two (2) French Canadians, (one 
white/male and one white/female) witnessed same, seemed 

& unconcerned, left on boat "MARIE ANTONE" from Montreal. 
active with this report. 

Case 

I .A; 
,-&;: :> 

.< . "?  >.% 

i/;nrutigation on 0 7 / 2 2  / 9 6 at Center Moriches, New York 
~ b i  265A-NY-259028 

Detective GRANT, 
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Ocean when he observed an object that he described as being a 
parachute flare approximately fifteen (15) degrees southeast (SE) 
of his position at a distance of approxima e thirteen (13) 
miles away. The object, as described by emanated an orange glow and appeared to travel for approximately seven (7) 
seconds (direction unknown) and exploded. The explosion occurred 
at one (1) end of the object and as a result, the object broke 
into two columns that billowed into flames as they descended into 
a free fall state. The two columns, which were positioned next 
to each other, were initially orange in color and turned into a 
wispy black color. The columns fell at a forty-five (45) degree 
angle (from vertical) with the flames running in an east (E) to 
West (W) direction. -advised that the entire event that 
he witnessed took approx ma e l y  ten (10) seconds to unfold. 

He did not observe any object(s) rise/ascend from the 
surface nor did he hear any sounds associated with what he 
observed. 

time . -had no further information to provide at this , 



. :. . .  





0 0 0 0  I 3  

FD-302 (Rev.  3-10-82) 

L - 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/23/96 

, Date of 
Special 

Agent LENTINE. 

on duty at Ga 

working with as  pe rport traffic. 
rks towards the south. . This object was a 
ground. He also said it 

was getting bigger as it fell. He did not hear anything. 

ecalled that (Air National Guard immediately sent to 

sounded very somber. 
e what they saw. reported that when the Aircrew 
reported back to 

W 

mid air collision. 

._. ----------- ... . -.- , -. - - . 

Investigatron on 7 /18/96  at Suffolk County, New York (telephonically) a01 b 

b 
~ File d 265A-NY-259028 

-- 
by .$A PAUL D. VALENTINE/MAM Date dictated. 7/18/96 





FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

- 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date  of transcription 8/8/96 

Date of Birth 
e, New York, 

Account Number 
e interviewing 
provided tne 

with 
his son, 
Moriches 

all around it. 
trail of fiery blaze and the flames fell down vertically. 
observed 
water. m w a s  a p p r o m  six to seven nautical miles away 

bserved 
from thi ry blaze. 
explosion or the point o gin of the flames. 
a speedboat speeding away from served 
This speedboat was heading west but 
any fu 
feet. 
boat ( 

Almost simultaneously the fire turned in& 

lames touch the water and saw fire on top of 

id not hear or 

unable to provide 
description other larger than 22 
did observe two White males with dark hair on + 3 : 5  

descriptions). 

~~~~ 

Investigation on 7/28/96 11 East Patchogue, New York (telephonically) 
a0 r'P 
File iy 265A-NY-259028 

SAS KIMBERLY S. QUESINBERRY/gs 
by JAMES DiMARIA/BATF/KSQ/pan Date  dictated 7/28/96 

This document contain3 neither recommendations nor conclur~ons of the FBI I r  :s the properly of the FBI and IS loaned to tour agenci 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/30/96 

on board the B/T Susana Duijm which was anchored off shore from 
Punto Fijo, Venezuela. - advised that he has been employed by PDV 
Marina, the owners of the Susana Duijm, for 13 years. On the 
evening of 7 /17 /96 ,  he was on the upper deck of the ship 
exercising. He reported seeing a cloud of black smoke moving in 
the direction toward the ship from the direction of a bridge. He 
did not know the name of the bridge from where the smoke was 
moving, but stated that it was the bridge that the ship passed 

advised that he recalled several boats speeding towards 
the bridge area. He is not sure, but he may have seen one boat 
moving away from the bridge in the opposite direction of the 
other boats. He described the boat that was moving in the 
opposite direction as an open light colored, yellow or white, 
outboard, about 24 foot long, with some men standing, he could 
not describe the occupants or the boat with any more detail. He 
was not sure of the exact time he saw that boat, but he thinks it 
was after seeing the others moving towards the bridge. He heard 
about the TWA explosion the following day from media reports and 
t h a t  is when he assumed that the cloud of black smoke may have 
been from TWA 800. 

to anchoring. When asked about any unusual activity, 

He is not aware of any other crew men that may have 
seen anything. 

-----.....a 
'.c/ Imesngation on 7 / 2 5 / 9 6 at Punto Fijo, Venezuela 

~ ~ l ~ #  265A-NY-259028 SUB 3 0 2  

h\ RALPH A .  TORREdf, LEGAL ATTACHE Date dictated NA 
OY80 

This document contains neither recommendations nor concluslons of the FBI It IS the propen or' the FBI and IS loaned to !our agency: 
1t and its contents are nor to he distnbutcd outside your agency. 
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FM LEGAT CARACAS (265A-NY-259028 SUB B) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 

FBI NEW YORK/IMMEDIATE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //5720:CAR188.208// 

PASS: FBIHQ FOR SIOC; SSA S CURTIS, IRU-2, ROOM 7458. 

SUBJECT: UNSUB (S) ; EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, JULY 17, 

<,; AOT-IT-EOD; 00:  NY. 

RE LEGAT CARACAS TELETYPE 7/24/96; NY LEAD CONTROL 

I 

z NUMBERS TW-544, TW-1098; TW-3003. 

ON 7/24/96, LEGAT AND A U T  CARACAS TRAVELLED TO PUNT0 

FIJO, VENEZUELA IN ORDER TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS OF OFFICERS AND 

CREW OF THE 0 A MEETING WAS HELD ON THE EVENING 
OF 7/24/96 WITH PDV MARINA OFFICIALS, THE OPERATORS OF THE 

/ 
/' 

r 
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-TO WORK OUT T H E  D E T A I L S  O F  T H E  I N T E R V I E W S  TO BE 

L J C T E D  AND T H E  A R R I V A L  AND LOCATION O F  T H E  S H I P .  

ON 7 / 2 5 / 9 6 ,  LEGAT PERSONNEL TRAVELLED T O  T H E  - 
-WHICH WAS ANCHORED OFF SHORE IN AMUAY BAY. T H E  2 5  

O F F I C E R S  AND CREW, AND TWO T E C H N I C I A N S  FROM T H E  S P A N I S H  

S H I P B U I L D I N G  COMPANY WERE I N T E R V I E W E D .  -, C A P T A I N  

O F  THE S H I P ,  \-)ADVISED THAT S H I P  A R R I V E D  AT 

ITS ANCHORING P O I N T  A T  1 : 4 0  A.M. , J U L Y  1 7 ,  1996;  T H E  S H I P  

ANCHORED AT L A T I T U D E  4 0  DEGREES,  38 M I N U T E S ,  4 0  SECONDS NORTH, 

LONGITUDE 74 D E G R E E S ,  03 M I N U T E S ,  03 SECONDS WEST.  THAT 

LOCATION IS  NEAR T H E  BAY R I D G E  CHANNEL I N  AN AREA I D E N T I F I E D  

AS ANCHORAGE NO 2 1 C  110.155. BASED ON MEDIA INFORMATION T H E  

C A P T A I N  B E L I E V E S  T H E  S H I P  WAS ANCHORED ABOUT T H I R T Y  MILES FROM 

r LOCATION WHERE TWA F L I G H T  EXPLODED.  T H E  S H I P  DEPARTED T H E  

AREA A T  4 : 3 0  A.M.  J U L Y  18, 1996.  T H E  C A P T A I N  A D V I S E D  THAT T H E  

U.S. COAST GUARD WAS ON BOARD H I S  V E S S E L  FROM 8 : O O  A.M.  TO 

u 

1 :00  P.M. JULY 17, 1996.  T H E  C A P T A I N  D I D  NOT S E E  NOR HEAR T H E  

E X P L O S I O N ,  AND E X C E P T  FOR ONE SEAMAN WHO R E P O R T E D ,  ON T H E  

MORNING O F  7/18/96 S E E I N G  A CLOUD O F  BLACK SMOKE ON T H E  

EVENING O F  7/17/96;  I S  NOT AWARE O F  ANYONE ABOARD H I S  S H I P  

THAT MAY HAVE S E E N  OR HEARD T H E  E X P L O S I O N  O F  TWA 800. T H E  

0 9 y t  
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0 C 7ER ON DUTY T H E  E V E N I N G  O F  7/17/96, 

A D V I S E D  T H A T  H E  WAS ON T H E  U P P E R  DECK OF T H E  S H I P  E X E R C I S I N G  

ON T H E  E V E N I N G  OF 7 /17 /96 .  H E  REPORTED S E E I N G  A CLOUD O F  BLACK 

SMOKE MOVING I N  T H E  D I R E C T I O N  TOWARD T H E  S H I P  FROM T H E  

D I R E C T I O N  O F  A B R I D G E .  H E  D I D  NOT KNOW T H E  NAME O F  T H E  B R I D G E  

FROM WHERE HE SAW T H E  SMOKE, BUT S T A T E D  T H A T  I T  WAS T H E  B R I D G E  

THAT T H E  S H I P  P A S S E D  UNDER P R I O R  T O  ANCHORING.  THROUGH 

I N T E R V I E W  O F  T H E  C A P T A I N  I T  WAS LATER DETERMINED T H A T  T H E  

B R I D G E  WAS T H E  VERRAZANO NARROWS B R I D G E .  WHEN ASKED ABOUT ANY 

Up'- 'TJAL A C T I V I T Y ,  C A D V I S E D  T H A T  H E  RECALLED S E V E R A L  

B U S  S P E E D I N G  TOWARDS T H E  B R I D G E  AREA. H E  I S  NOT S U R E ,  BUT 

HE MAY HAVE S E E N  ONE BOAT MOVING AWAY FROM T H E  B R I D G E  I N  T H E  

O P P O S I T E  D I R E C T I O N  O F  T H E  OTHER BOATS.  H E  D E S C R I B E D  T H E  BOAT 

THAT WAS MOVING I N  T H E  O P P O S I T E  D I R E C T I O N  A S  AN O P E N  L I G H T  

COLORED, YELLOW O R  W H I T E ,  OUTBOARD, ABOUT 24 F O O T  LONG, WITH 

SOME MEN S T A N D I N G ,  H E  COULD NOT D E S C R I B E  T H E  OCCUPANTS OR T H E  

BOAT W I T H  ANY MORE D E T A I L .  H E  WAS NOT S U R E  O F  T H E  EXACT TIME 

0 9 Y 3  
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HE SAW THAT BOAT, BUT HE THINKS IT WAS AFTER SEEING THE OTHERS 

NG TOWARDS THE BRIDGE. HE HEARD ABOUT THE TWA EXPLOSION 

THE FOLLOWING DAY AND THAT IS WHEN HE ASSUMED THAT THE CLOUD 

OF BLACK SMOKE MAY HAVE BEEN FROM TWA 800. HE IS NOT AWARE OF 

b 

ANY 

THE 

THE 

OTHER CREW MAN THAT MAY HAVE SEEN ANYTHING. 

NONE OF THE OTHER OFFICERS, CREW, OR TECHNICIANS ABOARD 

EVENING OF 7/17/96. 

LEGAT CARACAS WILL FORWARD FD-302s REGARDING THESE 

INTERVIEWS TO NEW YORK. 

BT 

=0001 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07/26/96 

On July 20, 1996, Se: 

advised as follows: 

On July 17, was playing a tag game 
called IIManhunt" with 

sand dunes at Smith 
Point Park Campgrounds located in Shirley, New York. As dusk was 
approaching she witnessed a fireball (red/orange in color) drop 
down from the s k y .  This fireball was out over the ocean near the 
tip of the inlet by the Smith Point Campgrounds, She indicated 
that there was a bright yellow mass in the center of the 
red/orange fireball. 
ocean since the sand dune was obstructing her view. 

She did not see the fireball strike the 





- 

\.*' c 

FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 

'L 

- 1 -  

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INvEsllGATION 

D.rcoftnnrcripsion 0 / 2 0 / 9 7  

After being advised of the of 

Gun Beach and the area is only accessible by water or ATV four- 
wheel vehicles. Some of'the dunes at the Beach are thirty feet 

electricity 
ia their boat 

Beach that niyht 
including At approximately 
8:20 p.m. standing on the 
dock look ch this, we're going 
to see fi 
streak/line ascen ean. The streak 
was southeast fro location, and it was moving 
from east to west , almost vertical anale. The 

1 ight grayish 

4 -  

streak was fine, like a pencil-line, and moved for two seconds: 
The line itself did not grow, but remained the same length. 
line then disappeared, "like it stopped in midair for a second." 

The 

W-then observed a bright white light in the 
sky in the area where the streak had disappeared. 

eared at a thirty degree 
appeared one second after the streak disappeared. 
stated that he li h 
horizon, an%- stated that the light appeared at a 
forty-five degree ang e above the horizon. 
and it began to slowly descend toward the ground for two to three 
seconds. 

The light was round 

Then, the ball of light became 
instantly turned bright orange in color. 

Investigation on 8 / 18 / 9 7 at Center Moriches, New York 

File# 265A-NY-259028-@& I b 5 5  Dattdicmted 8/20/97 
'd 

SA CHRISTINA GUST and 
by SA STEVEN A. BONGARDT (CG:cq) 

0 9 7 6  
Thir document conmim neither m111MDdltiOns mr COIIC~US~OIU of the FBI. It is the property of k FBI and is hmcd to your agency; 
it and its cements arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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attributed the change in color to a second explosion. At arm’s 
length, the second explosion appeared t o  be the s i z e  of a 
quarter, and it remained that size. At the same time that the 
ball changed to bright orange, the ball instantaneously broke 
into two separate pieces. One of the pieces broke off and 
descended from left to round. The section to 

observed a black color 
the east was all on fire.W could see the flames and 

The section to the west 
had no fire. The distance between where the east and west 
sections fell apart at arm’s length. 

utilized a standard ruler to 
ball separated into the 

two sections when it hag descended one quarter of the distance to 
the horizon. 

stated that the 

two to three times faster than the speed at which the ball of 

fireworks, then believed that the streak was a flare. 
white light 

They never 

When the streagdid not explode like 

the entire event lasted for 

seconds and 

listened to the fimF eard that a plane may have Emergency Coast Guard Stati 
crashe then returned home in their 
boat, 

After the event, 

third individual to 
to the crash site. 
-1 

They went to the eastern debris field to see if there 

0 9 7 7  
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were any survivors. When they arrived in the eastern debris 
field, there were many unused life jackets floating in the water. 
The jackets were not inflated, but had little lit flashlights on 
the shoulders. These lights could be seen through the fifteen to 
twenty foot hea 
night. The* remained there for three hours looking for 
survivors. 

round haze which was over the water that 

4M /b[R 
stated that he could also see flames on 

the water m a z e .  

Whey- returned home in the early morning 
on July 18, 199 
house. 

ere was a news crew waiting for him at his 

m The following is descriptive information for 

The following ie descriptive information for 
and- 



265A-NY-259028 b 

8 

09 7 9  





0 0 0 0 3 0  

L 

L 

FD-302 (RCV. 3-10-82) 

- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESIlGATION 

Due of tnnrripcioa 0 7 / 2 6 / 9 6  

light number 800. 

On July 17, 1996, at dusk, -was playing with 
her fri unes at Smith Point County 
Park. states that she looked up into the sky over the 
ocean an witnessed black smoke. She stated that she heard two 
(2) bang sounds after she witnessed the black smoke. - 
could not provide an exac: t h e  but believes it was approximately 
8 : 5 0  PM. 

he area of the sand 

Investigationon 0 7 / 2 0 / 9 6  I t  Shirley, New Yc;k 
4 
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un 

D8& of tnmc-n 7/26/96 

following information: 

ground, Spot 76, on Wednesday night July 17 
a fire when her nine-year-old grandson, f. Date of 

said "look Grandma, ireworks, and pointed 
Birth southeast h over t e ocean. She stated she saw fireworks going up 
with orange spots and sparkles. She stated she did not see any 
big fire or anything else falling from the sky. 
she did not pay much attention to the fireworks because she was 

m a d v i s e d  she was in the Smith Point camping 
1996 sitting around 

She concluded 

about her son-in-law 
who was involved in a motorcycle accident. 

.: 
1,. I. 

\i 
Investigation on 7/2 0 / 96 at Shirley, New York 

Fie 2 6 5A-NY- 2 5 9 0 2 8 

by SA ANDREW DE CICCO:cam@ ~ u e ~ i ~ h h l l  7/23/96 . +  
0743 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEsIlGATION 

D8tcofmnsfriptioo 7/30/96 

of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview, 
provided the following information : 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:45 PM, on Suffolk 
County Road 104 South, with his wife as a passenger,- 
stated that in the southern sk in front of him he saw a single 

further stated that once his view 
was clear of the trees, h e saw a cascade of pieces that were kind 
red light coming down. 

of orange, coming down in a parabolic trajectory, west to east. 
He also stated that the object could have been fireworks and that 
it was not completely dark yet and the sky was clear. 

e 

2658-N Y -&9028-SUB E 

Investigationon 7/24/96 at Bellport, New York (telephonically) 
L, 

Fie 

by SAMUEL G. KRAMER/dp Ducdinrosd 7/28/96 
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On July 22, 1996, at 

Speonk , New 
Date of Birth * t at on Ju y 17, 1996, she, 

toward the ground. 

time was 
address. 

FEB 2 8 1957 I 
FBI - NEW YORK 4 

~avaiguionoa 7/22/96 at Speonk, New York 
F i i  265A-NY-259028 u 

Investigator DARNLEY 0. SCOON 3- 
by SA JOSEPH P. FANN1NG:cam & lhtedictr*d 7/24/96 
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Date of truacription 7/27/96 

- - - - _ _  - __ - - - -- - - - - . ~~ 

being advised of ;he-identit+ of ihe interviewing Agent and that 
the nature of the interyiew was regarding the July 17, 1996 TWA 
Flight 800 airplane crash, -provided the following 
information : 

stated that on the evening of July 17, 1996, at 
approximate F y 8:30 PM, while vacationing at the Smith Point Park 
campground he observed a bright orange flash which turned dark 
red before spinning downward toward the water. 

m advised that he observed sparkles coming down 
and thought they were fireworks. u 

265A-NY-2590284UB CC - * i -  

'd 
Iovesti~ation on 7/20/96 at Long Island, New York 

# 265A-NY-259028 

by SA KEVIN C. MAT?IIESON/dp kin Date dictated 7/23/96 
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Dace of 07/26/96 

follows: 

On July 17, 1996, 
playing near the sand dunes 
from the sky. He described 
He stated that the fireball 
behind the sand dunes. 

states that he was 

the fireball as dark red in color. 
dropped until he lost sight of it 

a ball of fire drop 



613 



FD-302 (Rev .  3-10-82) 

L 

0 0 0 0 4  I 

- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/22/96 

On Wednesday, July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:15 
P.M.,  she was sitting on the back of her boatt-at the 
marina at Watch Hill at the Fire Island National Seashore. 
was facing east and it was not dark yet. She saw a big streak of 
fire in the sky that appeared for a few seconds. 
one streak. 
or towards the ground, only that it was moving vertically. 
streak went from very high in the sky to the top of the tree 
line. 

She 

She saw only 
She could not tell if it was moving towards the sky 

The 

She did not hear anything 

W 
>28-SUB 
Invectiprtion on 7//2 0/9 6 81 Watch H 

~ i k  w 265a-NY-259028 

by SA JOHN L. SHEEHAN\megl.-l D8te dictated 
P \ Y 

This document contains neither recommendaims nor conclusions of the FBI. I t  is the property of the FBI an 333' I 
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Date of transcription 08/12/96 

On July 25, 1996, Special Asent (SA) RICHARD KARNIEWICZ 

F t a t e s  that on July 17, 1996, he was working the 
7 : O O  am to :pm shift at the GREAT LAKES DREDGE AND DOCK 

NY, where he is employed as a Deckhand. 
was on board 
dredging operation located one mile south and 3 miles east of the 
Moriches Inlet, when at approximately 8:15 pm to 8:30 pm, another 

sky. -states that he looked in the direction and saw fire 
falling from the sky, and that the fire became longer as it fell. 

8 to 10 seconds later, there 
he and the other crew 

When it hit the water 
was a big explosion. 

traveled toward the area of the fire. The U.S. Coatst Guard 
instructed the crew of the 
around the area of the 
observed debris on the surface of the water, which they did not 

area for approximately 1 1/2 to 2 hours. 

witnessing the fire in the sky. 

COMPANY, Westhampton Interim Project, 

w deckhand shouted, "Look at there", pointing to an area of the 

members were in U.S. Coast Guard as they 

to search for survivors 
that the crew 

collect, and did not find any survivors. in the 

that he did not notice any unusual prior to 

Investigation on 7/25/96 at Westhnmpton Beach, New York 

File 265A-NY-259028 C.q-30 
~WI~NVESTIGATOR DOMINICK ~ G R O / N Y S P J  

SA RICHARD rnRNIEWICZ/axh Date dictated 7/25/96 a330 by 
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Date of Birth 
Rockville Centre, New 

was sitting on the deck 
of her boat which was docked at th 
boat's rear was facing southeast. m t a t e s  that she 
observed a red ball going down. 
clouds in the s 
phone number is 

tch Hill Beach Dock. The 

She stated that there were no 
clear view. - home 

.,. 
\ 

c . .  , 

1 , ,  . . .  I . . . .  . , .  . . . .  . .  . .  . 
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On August 8,  1996, the following information was 
obtained by the interviewing agent JOHN J. BROSNAN: 

Rockville Center, 
te of Birth, 

11, in Fire 
ely 8:30 m, on July 

lost sight of this ball when it fell below the brush 
she observed a giant red ball falling rapidly from the sky. 

id not observe or hear anything unusual or suspicious 
southeast of where the boat was at that po'int of time. 

after her observation of this giant red ball. 

L' 
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Date of - w o n  07/30/96 

106 Air National Guard 
Mount Sinai N York, telephone number - 

was contacted at his 

agents and that the purpose of the interview was to gather 
information regarding the crash of Trans World Airline (TWA) 
Flight 800. 

Y res1 ence. beeper He was number advise e 1 entities of the interviewing 

He then provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:35 PM, 
noticed a silver-colored line descending through the 
fireball then appeared approximately one (1) mile high. 
fireball rotated from right to left as it fell through the night 
s k y ,  
horizontally from the descending fireball, lasting only a few 
seconds. 
observed before the fireball. 

The 

At one point, a ”blow torch” like flame shot out 

No smoke, sound or any other unusual activity was 

-was fishing with a friend off the Blue Point 
dock facing east. 
turning to dusk. 

The sun was going down,and the daylight 

265A-NY-259028 & L I #  

SA ROBERT STEVEN KRUPA; SA VINCENT L. GERARDI, Jr. ;*e 
by SA MIKE GALGANQ,I,&TF) (RSK:hrg) r)rtedicat#l 0 7 / 2 7 / 9 6  f ’  

om3 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transripion 7/26/96 

dersigned at 
oliseum Mall, 
entitv of the  ~- __._ 

interviewing Agent, and to the-purpose of the interview, chat 
being his boating activities on, or about July 17, 1996, - 
provided the following information: 

t 

is 

on Wednesday, July 17, 
were sailing the yacht 
the coast of Lonq 

L 
York, enroute to Cape May, New Jersey, when the following. 
transpired: 

o w a s  below deck 
he heard a noise that sounded li 
topside and looked seaward, but 
described the sound further as s 
sounds occurring one immediately 
indicated that the sound was not 

at approximately 8:30 .m., when 

w- 
ke an explosion. le 
observed nothing unusual. 
ounding like two (2 
after the other. 
close to his Yachtxtrather - 

off in the distance. 

-indicated that after the noise, they stayed 
alert, and e yacht's radar. Approximately one- hour 

yacht and the coa to their stern. 
after the noise, 

xas drawn to this boat because of it's unusual 

n their 
attention 

observed a boat sailing 

lights which were periodically turned off. 
was unable to describe the boat further. 

related that there was one other boat visible 
this. Poor visibility again, prevented '%iL\ & 

-30 c 
it further. 

_ _  

.... : ; .:: :: 'ii 7 / 2 5 1  3 5 Ji Hanpton, i'irginia . _  
- c -  

'W' 
. : ,s;A-:JY-259o?s 
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FM FBI NEW YORK (265A-NY-259028 SUB A) (P) (1-46) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

FBI NEWARK/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3540// 

SUBJECT: UNSUB(S); EXPLOSION OF TWA FLIGHT 800, 20 MILES 

SOUTHEAST OF HAMPTON, NEW YORK; JULY 17, 1996; AOT-IT-EOD; 

LEAD TW 1483; 0O:NY. 

HIGHLANDS, N. J. 0 7 7 3 2 . 1 A S  ON HIS FISHING BOAT ON 

7/17/96 WHEN HE SAW TWA FLIGHT 800 EXPLODE. HE OBSERVED A 

FLASH IN THE S K Y  ABOUT THE SAME TIME THAT HE OBSERVED A LARGE 

FREIGHTER INBOUND IN THE NANTUCKET TO AMBROSE TRAFFIC LANE. 

3b HIS APPROXIMATE POSITION OF LATITUDE 40 DEGREES 22’ LONGITUDE 

265A-NY-259028-SUB 
cc.3 

Time Received: Telprep filename: 

MRI/JULIAN DATE: ISN: 

FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 
Opfg 
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073 DEGREES 30’. -THOUGHT SOMEONE ON BOARD THE 

FREIGHTER MIGHT BE HELPFUL. 

LEAD 

NEWARK DIVISION AT NEWARK NJ 

OBSERVATION. IDENTIFY FREIGHTER AND PILOT BOATS IN THE AREA. 

PROVIDE RESULTS TO NEW YORK FLIGHTS LEAD TW 1483. 

BT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7/31/96 
Date of transcription 

and the nature of the interview, Layton provided the following 
information: 

said he is 

however, operates from the Belford Seafood Cooperative, Main 
Avenue, Belford, N.J., telephone number (908) 787-6500 .  - stated that he was fishing with his son on the 
evening of July 17th, and estimates that he was positioned 
approximately twelve (12) miles south of Long Islan N . Y .  and 
twenty-three (23) miles east of Sandy Hook, N.J. & said he 
about 2100 hrs. 
was gill netting he feels to be 

didn't have a a tgflashgt in 
the sky to the 
hazy close to 
distance at what he felt to be a high altitude. 
asleep at the time he witnessed this phenomenon. 

because he 

that it was 
flash at a 0 son was 

further stated that at the same approximate time 
in the sky, he heard a foreign freighter 

sh ip  call f o r  a pilot boat in the Nantucket-Ambrose Shipping 
Lane. 
foreign accent. 
the name of the freighter associated with the call. 

The individual calling for the pilot boat spoke with a 
Layton could not identify the type of accent or 

stated that b the time the freighter was 
requesting he pilot boat, h e m  estimated the freighters 
location to be approximately thirty (30) miles to the east of h i s  

d v e s t i g a t i o n  on 7/26/96 at  Hiqhlands, New Jersey --G - -  ___ - 
File x 265A-NY-259028 SUB 302 Date dictated 

DET.1 David M. Butler NJSP/JTTF 
by S A  John Lebow USCG/ JTTF 
0 900 

V 
T h i s  d n n r n c n t  cnntains  neither recommendations nor conclusions of t he  FBI It is t h e  DroDcr t \  o! the  F B I  and  i c  loaned to  rour apencv: 
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. o n  7/26 /96  ,page  2 Continuation of FD-302 

location. U p o w  earning of the TWA Flight 800 crash the 
following day, 
have been in c ose proximity to the crash site. 

estimated the aforementioned freighter may 

-believes he was approximately eighteen (1 
;-twenty (20) mi es west/southwest of the crash site in the 

-L 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dale of transcription 8/5/96 

Date of Birth: 

e purpose of the interview. b t h e n  furnished the 

York 12138, t 
identit of the interviewing Agent and 

following information: 

On July 17, 1996, she was on a water taxi off Watch 
She was Hill Campground, Fire Island, New York, at 8:30 p.m. 

looking through a plastic window with drops of water on it. 
noticed a big red light. 
before it started to fall. 
got longer. She did not see an explosion or hear anything. 
was staying at Watch Hill Campground from July 14-19, 1996. 

She 
She watched it for four  or five seconds 
It then lengthened into an oval and 

She 

3c- . . , . . 4 g  
.- - -SUB 

Inbestigation on 8/1/96 at Long Island, New York (teleghnnically) -. I 
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w 

Date of tnnscriplion 8/8/96 

On July 26, 1996, Special Agents (SAs) CHARLENB J. TRUX 

and his wife 

and SUSAN B. WOUGK of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
interviewed Center Moriches. --- approxima stated they ely only 8:30 saw the a evening flash and o fireball. the TWA incident. 

re on eir boat at F t roug ba0 
the dredging equipment blew u 
similar to an oil rig fire!'-stated prior to their 

was docked at Senicks Marinah 

and described what she saw as 

departure at about noon a "Marie Antoinette1' 
thought that was odd. 

I 

I 
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Date of transcription 8/5/96 

en furnished the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, he was on his boat about one mile out 
At 8:30 PM, he was facing south - southeast of Patchogue Marine. 

when he saw an orange light or a flame. 
was dusk. He thought it was a flare from the Coast Guard or a 
boat explosion. 
away. He saw it for four or five seconds. 
down. 
did not hear anything. 

The sky was grey and it 

It was glowing. It appeared to be 25 miles 

It did not look like a plane. 

It was on the way 
He did not see anything else in the sky before this. He 

2EZ,r\-NY-259023-SlJB .-<, - _ _  -- 
4 d L  Investigation on 7/ 3 1/9 6 at Patchogue, New York 

K P  131996 . 
b\ S A  JOHN L. SHEEHAN/dp 11 Date dictated 8/5/96 
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7/23/96 

The fo l lowing  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  cq&#&,&fl& SA A l l e n  
v i a  te lephone  on 7 /23 /96 .  
t h e  purpose of  t h e  i n t e r v  
B a i t i n g  Hollow, N e w  York, 
b a l l  of orange f i r e  i n  t h  .. 
7 / 1 7 / 9 6 ,  from h e r  house deck. . N o  f u r t h e r  infoErnation was 
provided .  Keference Control  Number TW7158. 
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Date of transcription 7/19 /96  

On July 1 7 ,  1996,  - was at the Westhampton Yacht 
Squadron in Remsenburg Beach, New York. 
beach he observed two flaming objects falling from the sky. 
-advised that facing south these objects were at the 11 
o’clock position. 
approximately 10 to 1 2  miles away. -did not hear noise or 
feel the heat. 

While-was on the 

He estimates that the objects were 

Investigation on 7 / 18 / 9 6 at Westhampton Beach, New York 
‘d 

File# 265A-NY-259028 

by SA MICHAEL c .  INCE:MAM& htedictatcd 7 /18 /96  

N. 

SA CHARLES J. R U S S E L L ; y  

OYJc/  
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Date of transcription 7 / 2 4 / 9 6  

On July 22, 1996,  at approximately 10:31AM, 
Investigators JOHN P. KEARY and EDWARD S. MLODYNIA, New York 
State Police interview 

Veterans Memorial Highway, Ronkonkoma, New York 
He ..as interviewed at his place of employment. 

approximately 8:30PM, he was fishing with his wife and son on his 
boat. His boat was drifting east about 1 0 0  feet north of Ocean 
Beach. He stated he was between the east and west towers of 
Ocean Beach. 
looking east off the starboard side. He noted that the winds 
were fifteen to twenty knots blowing from the west. All of a 
sudden he saw a large flash of flame in the southeastern sky. 
stated that thereafter a cone shaped plume of flame fell to the 
earth. He advised that within the plume was a rotating llhelixll 
shaped object, possibly a plane. He statpd that this burst of 
flame was just to the left of the eastern water tower at Ocean 
Beach. He estimated this flash occurred fifteen to twenty miles 
away. 
ascending into the sky. 

It is noted that-stated his son was on deck at 
the time but his wife was in the cabin. He further noted that 
the name (-!is written on the rear sides of his boat, 
a 25  foot Grady White. 

at EM-TEC Consultants, 355 

-advised that on July 17,  1996,  at 

He stated his boat was facing north and that he was 

He 

He did not hear any noise nor did he see any object 

265A-NY-259028-SUtS L-L 

. .  

Investigation on 7 / 2 2 / 9 6 at West Sayville, New York 

~ i l ~  ,y 2 6  SA-NY-2 5 902 8 
Inv. JOHN P. KEARY (NYSP) (JPK:meg) Yakdlclllcd 

7,23,96 by Inv. EDWARD S .  MLODYNIA (NYSP) /Am -- 
. .  . . 2 .  ”... . .  I r .  -. I * 1 . .  

/sr/ - .  . 
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i. 8/7/96 .. , D u t o f I N W i p t b  

slip, New York, Date of 
Birth, identities of the 
interviewing Agents and Detective and the nature of the 
interview. He thereafter provided the following information: 

1996, at about 8:30 he was on a boat 
and brothers, pn. They were with his father, On 

headed in a northwest direction away from Barre ts 8 and. He 
noticed a bright orange fireball in-the southeast sky. 
watched as the fireball broke into two parts and fall into the 
ocean. 

He 

1 

hestigatioaos 7/25/96 ~t Isiip, New York 
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L FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07221996 

b New York Citv. New 
. -  house at 

H Y C I ~ L  (>HI  or w e  Feaeral Bureau os lnvestlgation (FBI). 

-voluntarily provided the following information: 

On the night of Wednesday, July 17, 1996, at about 8 : 4 0  
p.m., during twilight,-and his wife4-P 
same address, were cruising in their power pleasure boat on the 
east side of the Shinnecock Bay, and were headed in a north west 
direction. At about 8 : 4 0  p.m., both saw two distinct, red-orange fifeballs, in the sky in a westerly 
direction. 
helicopter from a nearby base or someone shooting off fireworks, 
but they decided the fireballs were too bright for that 
first fireball of the two (2) was the brightest. - 

-heard no noise at this time above the noise of their boat 
motor, nor did they see any rocket, flare etc. 
then thought that the two ( 2 )  fireballs were caused by some 
unknown major accident, but they could not guess how far away the 
accident was. 
thought the accident or whatever it was occurred, 
was too rough and they did not do so. 

At first the-thought they were seeing a 

L The 

considered going to where they 
but the ocean 

1111 ewgation on 0 7 / 2 1 / 9 6 s ,  New York 
~ ~ l ~ =  265A-NY-259028 

t.! 
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On July 21, 1996,i-b 
Mastic Beach, Long Island, New York, telephon m, Date of Birth 
above address by Special Agents Charlene J. Trux; William 
Inzerella and Suffolk County Police Department Detective Dennis 
Rafferty. -stated she only saw the plane fall from 
t h e  sky in two ( 2 )  pieces, from a southeast direction. Ms. 
Prewitt did not see any thing prior to or after the plane was 
falling. 

was interviewed at the 

‘4 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D8te of truaaiptim 8/7/96 

identity of t e interviewing Agents and &e nature of the 
interview, h provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996,-was on his boat near Green 
Creek when he saw a plume ofTed flame rising from the horizon. - stated he thought a boat may have exploded. 0 
saw no smoke or sound associated with the flash. 

i-1 I 

\ d v e a t i g a t i o n  om 7/;,1/96 at Fire Island, New York 

pue t 265A-NY-259028 1 

AS CHRISTOPHER BRYCELAND/w 
AMUEL G. KRAMER/CB/dxa Datcdictatd 8/5/96 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
- 

Date of trmraiptioo 8/8/96 

~ - - _  
interviewing Agents and that the purpose of the interview was to 
gather information on the crash of the TWA flight 800 on July 17, 
1996. 

They were camping at Smith Point Beach the night of the 
crash. On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:35 pm, they observed 
a large fireball in the sky out over the ocean. No smoke, sounds 
or other activity alerted them to the crash. 

suspicious activity before or after the crash. 

They then provided the following information: 

a. 
While camping, they did not observe any unusual or 

t d  Investigation on 7/25/96 at Bayport, New '!ork 

Pile # 265A-NY-259028 
SAs ROBERT STEVEN XRUPA '+ 

by M I K E  GAXGANO, ATF/RSK/JL:& Drto dlctrted 7/25/96 
OYSd 
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it aod its contents are not to be distributed outside Your atencv. 
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On July 19, 1996, the following investigation was 
conducted by Special Agent (SA) ROBERT S. CRISALLI, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI)  and Detective DOUGLAS FOY, Suffolk 
County Police Department (SCPD),  at Shirley, New York, with 
negative results. 

Shirl-ey, New 

contacted the 

regarding the crash of Flight-806. -was in his bedroom at 
about 8:30 PM on Wednesday, July 17, 1996 when he heard two loud 
noises. He described the noises as something between fireworks 
and gunshots. He stated that the two sounds came from a 
northwest direction. His bedroom is also on the northwest side 
of his house. About 15 seconds later, he heard a third sound 
which he described as a loud 

July 17, 1996, he walked up the front steps of the - 
house about 8:30 PM when he heard what sounded to him as two M80 
fireworks going off. He also said he heard them come from the 
northwest. 

# 

About 15 - 30 seconds later, he heard the same noise again. He 
did not think anything of it until a half hour later when some 
people at the beach went and told him about the crash. 
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Dateof trmsuiptbo 8/12/96 

Shirley, New York, 
iewed by Special Agent 
cco and Firearms and 

Detective Se eant JIMMY SHIELDS, Suffolk County Police 
Department. b w a s  advised as to the identity of the 
interviewing Agents and then provided the following information: 

m a s  previously interviewed, but had a couple of 
additional facts to provide. 
three sounds at approximately 8:30 pm to 8:35 pm. 
heard two loud bangs, 16-20 seconds apart. 
described as a puff. He was inside his house at the time he 
heard the sounds. -house is located on the Great South 
Bay, east side of Bel PO 

At the time of the crash he heard 
He initially 

The last sound was 

On the day of the crash, a tractor-trailer was observed 
parked on the shoulder on William Floyd Parkway, Shirley, 
New York. 

is a former member of the United States Army. 
He owns the - HOUSE INSURANCE AGENCY located in Shirley, 
Southampton, Rockport and Selden. 

The first sound was loud, the second sound got * louder and the third sound was described as a puff similar to 
backfire on a car. 

265A-NY-259028-SUB a I 

NOV 12W 

7/29/96 at Shirley, New York 
U@-'(lo 

p a  265A-NY-259028 

SA MARTIN BERNSTEIN/rdo L Date dictated 7/29/96 
UBZo . 

Tbk d0Crm-t oootrh# 8dth rtwmmeadationa mor coachadon# of the FBI. It b the property of the FBI rrrd b loaned to p u r  agency; . .  
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interviewing Agents and that the purpose of the interview was to 
gather information regarding the crash of TWA flight #800. They 
then provided the following information: 

advised that they were camping at the Smith 
Point Park in s 
ocean on July 17, 1996. They had been camping since Sunday, July 
14 and did not leave until Friday, July 19. 
the b stated that they saw a huge fireball in the night sky. 
They o served no smoke, sounds or other unusual activity in 
conjunction with the fireball. 

or 80 when TWA flight 800 crashed into the 

On July 17, 1996, 

However, approximately thirty minutes prior to the 
crash, a small plane, possibly blue in color, was observed flying 
very low and erratic over the beach. Although it is not unusual 
for acrobatic planes to be seen from th9 beach, it is unusual to 
see them flying low over the beach. 
visible on the plane. Other than the small airplane, the- 
observed no suspicious activity during their camping stay. 

No distinct markings were 

c. 

d 

'- InratiBation on 7/25/96 at Bayport, New York 
p h y  265A-NY-259028 

by MIKE GAIGANO, ATF/RSK/Jkl.M Date dictated 7/25/96 

Thu document caatrfra ndlbcr reoommrdatkar 001 concldonr of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI rad is lorad to you  agency; 

SAs ROBERT STEVEN KRUPA/W 

ow3 
. .  . . .. 
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telephone 71 
advised that he was si 
daughter brought the incident to hi 
an orange/reddish column of fire to the west. The column auicklv 

water. It descended in ten to twelve-(lO th 
dvised that one to one and a half (1 to 1 

1/2) minutes YW ater e saw the lights and heard the blades of a 

descended tow 
12) seconds. 

helicopter flying over the residence in a southerly direction. 
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identity of the interviewing Agent and the purpose of the 
interview, provided the following information: 

advi 

aid it 

rer on 
1996. 

.th Bay 
sed tha 
zon. 
he on1 
looked 

off of 
.t he saw 

y saw 
like a 

c*- 
9.’ 2.3:IOTl ~ f i  7/27/96 at East Moriches, New York (Telephonically) --. 

b -- - 
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ature of the 
(SAs) and Suffolk 

County Police Detective (SCPD) , provided the following 
information: 

On July 17, 1996, approximately 8:30 p.m.,- 
stated that he saw what seemed to be a shooting star from the 
ground up, from his vantage point of behind his house looking 
towards Fire Island. He stated that the shooting star’s color 
was white and it was arcing in a 
-stated he did not see or 
sand dunes obstructing his view. 
information : 

Additional information 

south-eastern direction. 
hear an explosion because of the 
He provided no further 

0- is as follows: 

1. Worked for POCKSIDE 500, 90 Colonial Drive. . ---fo; the 
Patchogue, New York 11772, 
past 20 years. 

2. License plate on his recreational vehicle: 
Ny- 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent JASON RANDAZZO and Special Agent CARA HOLMES in Hampton 
Bays, New York, on July 21, 1996: 

96 

ttchunkstt fali. 
least ten miles of f  shore. 

They left a trail of smoke and appeared to be at 

The crash appeared 45 degrees from the bridge which was 
southwest. 

._ I 

'Q Investigation on 7/2 1/96 a t  Hampton Bays, N e w  York 

$?'%65A-NY-2 59028 

by q&ASON RANDAZZO Date  dictated 7/2 1/96 
SA CARA H O L M E ~ ~ ~  

ment contains neither iecornmendai ior .~T.or  concluslonj of :he FBI T: 1s the  oropcrt!  of !he FBI and I S  loaned to your agene\ 





FD-302 (Rev .  3-10-82) 

- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dale of transcription 8/9/96 

nature of the interview, he furnished the following information: 

nd his father , were anchored 
of the ROBERT on Wednesday 
They were on the southwest side of the evening July 17, 1996. 

bridge, approximately 100 yards from the United States Coast 
Guard Station, and two to three miles from the Kismet Lighthouse. 

his father say, ItLook at the fireworks going 

t then "dissipatedit down. He saw the fireball 
back and saw a fireball in the sky, 

'W to the southeast, to the right of the Kismet Lighthouse from his 
viewpoint. He estimated it was ten miles offshore, more south 
than east. He heard no sound and did not know what it was. 

I L C  
I 1  cc? ' = - -  - ... 

-L. ... ~ _ -  d'k,:: I., ' 
intesiigation on 7 / 2 2 / 9 6  at Deer Park, New York 

'b 
F , ! ~  265A-NY-259028 - 5 M b  C'C 3 

S A s  JASON RANDAZZO/ 
b! pSpPHEN J. SHINER/JR/rdo Date  dictated 7 / 2  3/96 

I .  r 
: L I S  : ~ c ~ a e ? t  c o n l a i n s  neither recommendaiionr nor conc l~s ions  of the FBI It I S  the propertv of the FBI and is  I d q s y p _ u r  a g e n v y - .  
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were recontacted at the United 

Babylon, Township, New York, to obtain azimuth directions for 
their observations on July 17, 1996, of Trans World Airlines 
(TWA), flight 800, which were reported in previous July 20, 1996, 
interview by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special 
Agent's SHINER AND RANDAZZO. They were taken out on the water in 
USCG Motor Boat number 44341, to the location of those 
observations where they reportedly provided information to 
Suffolk County Marine Bureau (SCMB), Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH, who took readings using a GPS 45 Personal Navigator 
and a hand bearing magnetic compass. 
contact were the following individuals- Special Agent WILLIAM F. 
LYNCH, USCG Petty Officer 4.4 Petty Officer 0 

Also, present during the 

Seaman u 
The purpose of this and similCar information was to 

allow for future interpretation of this data. 

Investigation on 7/ 3 0/96 
W 

o//u . 

it  and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. - I__--- ------ _-____-- -- -- - - - -- -- 
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EXPLOSION &&A FLIGHT 800; 
J U L Y  17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 
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3 S]lnOp8i8t  
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

Enclo8uro8: 
C. Casazza and one report of y Inspector Douqlas S. 
Matule- Su ffolk County Po Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning - witness flare sighting plots. 
Dotaiht Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 
System /G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted h i s  results on a U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 

L One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

3(65 ,w a59oaQ-cc 1 
a% 1- LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 
LONG 072 degree8 40.66 minutes West 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 

L 
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L '  
These locations have been used in providing possible 

locations of a WAD launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 

Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 
within a minimum of one nautical nile of these locations be 
searched. 

foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Plight 800. 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U . S .  Amy for the U . S .  'Stinger" missile system. The 
Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector I -2 .. 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 

These 

2 
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On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAM F, 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), obtained from 
M A T U L E W a  of the S w l k  P 
Bureau, the below listed items all 
chart re5dering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding TRANS 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 
observed a "flare-like" object rising up toward flight # 800,  
just beforejt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y,), approximately 8:31 m, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800.  

during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

This rende)=Sqg-was based upon FBI interviews done 

L 
Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 

Elght (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight X 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH's rendering did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be.logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATuLEwICH this date, were: 

Investigation on 10/7/96 at Great River, N.Y. 

puey 265 A NY 259028 
SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 

by SA PETER C. CAsAZZA Data dict8tad 10/7/96 
a234 

rnent contains neither r endations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ir lomd to pow agm~y; 
contents are n,oc to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1. 
1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should logically be searched. 

2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) witnesses which 
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a "flare-like" object rising up 
toward flight # 800. 

. -. +' 
1 ,  

3 -  

3. Seven (7), more detailed pages, setting forth the names of 
the paired or individual-witnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed t h e b e p u t y  Inspector MATULEWICH's actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. * - 
4. 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

A marine bureau map on which the witness sighting8 were 

5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date . 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

-. 
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ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNTY EXECUTlVE 

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

PETER F. CosGROM 
mLKxcouug81o)(8R 

7.  ~ POLICE DEPARTMENT - 2  

.-- f 
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b .  

September 18, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA' Paul Shea 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 

Gentlemen: - -  
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800.. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 
witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

/ 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "f1are-likett 
object rising immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
These locatrons are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
( L O N G ) .  In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number 12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington, D.C. by U . S .  Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800  may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale! provided by Robert Doherty '-of the" Defense Intelligence 
Agency [DIA). All of this information taken together indicate to 
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA f l i g h t :  800 t h e  "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

- 

u 1. TJAT 40'40.68'N TJONG 072'40.66'W 

d a S G  
30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 



. .  .. 
. .-..I 

a Gi:$+g@ 
. .3tz- 1. 

\i To: SA Peter Casazza September 18, 1996 ' - .P., SA William F. Lynch Page 2 
SA Paul Shea 

I 

,.. -p 
* 'C .  

2. LAT 40'39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE ! -., 
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibilityexists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

- -  

DSM : bm 

Enclosures 8 
-.- 

e-. ' 

S. Matulewi h 
Deputy Inspector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

.. 



LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 ' N  
LONG 073 '15 .742 'W 
Hand h e l d  m a g n e t i c  compass was 0 9 8 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 0 . 9 6 1 ' N  
LONG 073 '00 .221 'W 
Hand h e l d  m a g n e t i c  compass was 1 1 0 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 1 0 4 ' N  
LONG 072 '55 .968 'W 
Hand h e l d  m a g n e t i c  com%s' was - 1 2 4 ' .  

LAT 4 O o 4 5 . 7 4 5 ' N  
LONG 0 7 2 ' 4 6 . 5 7 3 ' W  
Hand h e l d  m a g n e t i c  compass was 1 5 0 '  
Hand h e l d  m a g n e t i c  compass w a s  1 5 5 ' .  

'b 

- 

LAT 4 0 ' 4 8 . 1 7 2 "  

. .  .. .*. . -  
. .  

. . .  

3rd 

LONG 0 7 2 ' 4 5 . 3 2 1 ' W  
Hand h e l d  m a g n e t i c  compass w a s  1 5 2 " .  
Hand h e l d  m a g n e t i c  compass was 1 6 0 ' .  

- 
LAT 40'49.187'N - - -  
LONG 07 2 ' 3 9 ..OO 3 ' W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass  was 1 8 5 " .  
Hand h e l d  m a g n e t i c  compass was 1 8 7 ' .  

LONG 07 2 " 2 8 . 5 2 6  ' W 
Hand h e l d  m a g n e t i c  compass was 2 2 5 ' .  
Hand held magneTic compass was 223' L 
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On 7/30 /96 ,  at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Count Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with -and -at the Fire 
Island Coast Guard Station, Babylon, New 

ad previously indicated that  

* 

?. 

,. 
they rising over the ocean. on 

immediately before the-crash of TWA flight 
on the water in the U.S. Coast 

directed the boat 
location of their 

800. The 

co-xswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the -hdkated that CG 44341 was in t h e  exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following .readings as 
indicated on' his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

as the location of the observations in relationship 
to the re Island Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 
on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 



On 7/29/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy -,. - -:e . , 3- 
.I .L$-,.> 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department . ,.& . 
Marine Bureau, met with at Davis Park Marina, ._- q> 

cx 

. '3 

Fire Island, New York.  

a "f-ect rising over the ocean, on the evenin 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 

. 4%: 
T r  had previously indicated that she had observed 

h ook D/I MATULEWICH to the location on the beac where 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When indicated that she was in the exact 
location she had occupied on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the followjng readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.96-, 'LONG 073'0 
a l s o  indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
location of her observations in re1 
water, and ttie-magnetic bearing indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 

.. 
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. p'q.5 On 7/30/96, a t  t h e  request of SA PAUL SHEA of  t h e  FBI, Deputy 
I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS MATUL u n t y  P o l i c e  Department 
Marine Bureau, m e t  w i t h  a t  t h e  Bellport  Yacht , F 
B e l l p o r t ,  New York. 

.-e.- 
% -  

-had p r e v i o u s l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  had observed  a 
"flare- ike"  o b j e c t  r i s i n g  ove r  t h e  ocean,  on t h e  even ing  of 
7/17/96, immediately b e f o r e  t h e  c r a s h  of TWA f l i g h t  # 8 0 0 .  

i-)returned t o  t h e  exact seat  and l o c a t i o n  that 
h e  occupied  on the n i g h t  of 7/17/96, Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS 
MATULEWTCH to-ok t h e  fo l lowing  r e a d i n g s  a s  i n d i c a t e d  on h i s  Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 4OD45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W From t h i s  l o c a t i o n  
also i n d i c a t e d  t o  D/I MATULEWICH by {-)was t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of h i s  obsar&io'ns, s t a r t i n g  w i t h  an  o b j e c t  w i t h  a red 
glow, w h i c h  rose from east  t o  w e s t .  The p o s i t i o n  of t h e  object 
w i t h  t h e  red glow, i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  Smit.h P o i n t  P a v i l i o n  w a s  
i n d i c a t e d  t o  'D/I MATULEWICH and t h e  magnet ic  b e a r i n g  of t h e  
i n d i c a t e d  b e a r i n g  on D / I  MATULEWTCH'S hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass 
w a s  1 2 4 " .  
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On 7 / 2 0 / 9 6 ,  at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' 
-d . 9- 

Inspector DOUGLAS Department Marine Bureau, met with at Great Gun 
Beach Marina, Fire 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

were made from a boat approximately 
-as- indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. 
From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.74%; LONG 072*4-a:diw 
a l s o  indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
was the location of the observations in relationship to 
room building-and a flag pole. 

e rest 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 

L' was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

L 



On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of t h e  FBI, . - .&- 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWI 
Department Marine Bureau, met wi t - i k d w z :  
Abbott's Hart's Cove Marina, East Moriches, New York. i : 

* -..<, 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
-were made from the dock behind their 
indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 
took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin, GPS 45: 
LAT 40'48.172",  
indicated to D / I  
the location of the 
dock, a Coast Guard A W T a r y  boat also docked on the dock, and to 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a reference point. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 1 5 2 ' .  

The magnetic bearing to the f l a g  po le  indicated on the 
hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

L 
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Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, S u f f o l k  County Police *'- -''.'?''%8@ :-: . 
7.7 Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 

On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the F B I ,  

Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New 
York. :$i, 

- - -& 

. _ _ -  
- .  

9. 
Sr' 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 

s h z z ? e  
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
iridicatedon his GarminGPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone polmkh'ich were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated on"D/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 1 8 5 ' .  
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

L 
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. - '3 , '$#.- On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL 
Marine Bureau, met with 

:- "5: 
:I? 

to Spellmans Marine and were taken out on- 
. :d.' oat  to the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to 

DOUGLAS 
7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
were made from a boat as 
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Tnspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GPS* 45: LAT 40'50.295", LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location a@!$; indicated to D / I  MATULEWICH by 0 

as the location of the observations in relationship to the  F s ern of h i s  own boat and a Coast Guard ,44 foot Motor L i f e  Boat 
which was opeFating in the  area. 

.. 

Two observations were taken from on 7/22 /96 ,  
\ observation #1 the magnetic bearing in - hand bearing compass was 225'. Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 

indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

-indicted to D / I  MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and-a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 
held magnetic compass was 223'. 

- 

.. 
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Date of transcription 8/9/96 

- -  

interview, he furnished the following information: 

c as in a boat with his son, 

re were 2 0 - 2 5  other 
Bridge, and the United 

8:30 pm - 8:40 pm. It was 
boats around them near t h e m  
States Coast Guard Kismet Lighthouse. 

July 17, 1996, approxima 

as in the back of the anchored boat facing east. 
llLook at the fireworks.11 He saw somethinu 

b that did not look like a flare to him, it had a continuous rei 
tail with red sparks coming out. 
thought he saw two of these "red tails" go up into the sky. From 
his position on the boat, they went up to the right of the Kismet 
Lighthouse. He saw them as they came by the lighthouse. 

He did not hear any sound. He 

urther described the "red tailst1 he saw. They 
were seen southeast, as they came by the liqhthouse. It 
appeared that there were two of them, two seconds apart. 

left to his right. Then all of a sudden there was a brig w had a trail, but there was no bright glow at the front. 
tailt1 appeared to be ahead of the other one, moving from 

orange light. They appeared to be in the air f o r  five to six 
seconds before the bright light. From his viewpoint, the light 
appeared Ittwenty feet over the lighthouset1, to the right. He 
assumed the tails had to come from a boat. They had a trail, and 
had to be high. The tails had curved to the south as they rose. 

They 

SAs JASON RANDAZZO/ 
b y  p4TpHEN J. SHINER/JR/rdo Date dictated 7/22/96 

/ 
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Babylon, Township, New York, to obtain azimuth directions for 
their observations on July 17, 1996, of Trans World Airlines 
(TWA), flight 800, which were reported in previous July 20, 1996, 
interview by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special 
Agent's SHINER AND RANDAZZO. They were taken out on the water in 
USCG Motor Boat number 44341, to the location of those 
observations where they reportedly provided information to 
Suffolk County Marine Bureau (SCMB), Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH, who took readings using a GPS 45 Personal Navigator 
and a hand bearing magnetic compass. 
contact were the following individuals. Special Agent WILLIAM F. 
LYNCH, USCG Petty Officer 4-B Petty Officer 0 

Also, present during the 

<u - Seaman 
The purpose of this and simillar information was to 

allow for future interpretation of this data. 

. . -  - \ '  3 I; 4 1  -' 
* s . . - , , d - - a .  + -  
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I [  / - .- ISY3 Investigation on 7/30/96 at  Babylon Township, New York u 

File 8 265A-NY-259028 If/+ . C. I *  
SA'S WILLIAM F. LYNC , PETER CASAZZA, I 

Date dictated 8/1/!36 & - 
b) PAUL SHEA (PS:smo) 1'- 

This document contains neither recommcndrtions nor conclusions of the FBI It IS the property of the FBI and is loaned to lout YCaCy: 

1 1  and 11s contents arc not to be distributed outside vour agency 
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Preoedenoe: ROUTINE Date: 10/14/1996 L.l 

To: New York A t t n t  ASAC George Andrew - .,‘‘.t. 

.. :,*>:-. - .  

Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 8277 - 1  

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Draftod By: Bongardt Steven A:sa# 

-8. ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

T i t l e :  UNSUB(S) ; 
EXPLOSION &&A FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

3 Synopsis: 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 

b E n C l 0 8 U e 8 :  
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douqlas S. 
Matulewich. S uffolk County Poxice Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning - witness flare sighting plots. 

One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 

Dotail8: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Plight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8 : 3 0  p.m. 
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 
System 1G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted h i s  results on a U.S.  Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adninistration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

Sb5 w a59os-cc 1 
a% 1, LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

2 .  LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 
LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 

L 
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. ' %  * To: New York From: Herman Neil E ' Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 

a? * 
These locations have been used in providing possible 

locations of a W A D  launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. 
Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched. 

.;;-A - Deputy Inspector 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U . S .  Army for the U.S.  'Stinger" missile system. The 
A m y  will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
model ing . 

These 

2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAM F. 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), obtain 
MATULEWLgr. of SUffplk 
Bureau, the below listed items all connected to a compass- 
chart rendering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding TRANS 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 
observed a "flare-like" object rising up toward flight # 800,  
just beforejt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

This rendwag-was based upon FBI interviews done 

L 
Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH's rendering did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be .logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

Investigation on 10/7/96 at  Great River, N . Y .  

pile# 265 A NY 259028 
SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 

by SA PETER C. CASAZZA Date dictated 10/7/96 
a234 

ment eoatains neither r endationa nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of tbe FBI m d  Ir loaned to your agcnq; 
contents are ne to be distributed outside your aaency. 
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1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should logically be searched. 

2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) witnesses which 
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a "flare-like" object rising up 
toward flight # 800. 

-.* -. +" 

3. Seven ( 7 ) ,  more detailed pages, setting forth the names of . 
the paired or individual witnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed t h e b e p u t y  Inspector MATULEWIC"~ actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATUmWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. - 
4. 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 

5. 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. 

Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 

3 .  Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

.* 



ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

PETER F. COSGROVE 
P o L y T c o y L I K w ~  

7 .  .. -. POLICE DEPARTMENT - .  .-- 1 

September 18, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA' Paul Shea 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 +-* - 

Gentlemen: - -  
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 
witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile w a s  shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
These locatrons are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
(LONG). In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number 12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington, D.C. by U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale! provided by Robert Doherty '-of tho' Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA). All of this information taken together indicate to 
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight. 800 the "shooter" would have had to been a t  one of 
the following locations: 

- 

'v 1. TiAT 40'40.68" TtONG 072'40.66'W 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 
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b To: SA Peter Casazza September 18, 1996 . .%:. * >  a _  
t 

Page 2 . *  SA William F .  Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

. I  
-/. 

,:$. * -*I.. - 

2. LAT 40'39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W 
:-., 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE .. . 
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS  STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibilityexists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

\u 
DSM : bm 

e-. ' 

- -  
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

Enclosures 8 
.-- 
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LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 ' N  
LONG 073'15 .742'W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass w a s  0 9 8 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 0 . 9 6 1 ' N  
LONG 073'00.221'W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 1 1 0 ' .  

3rd 
LAT 40'45.104'N 
LONG 072'55 .968'W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  cornis '  was - 1 2 4 ' .  

- -  
LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 7 4 5 ' N  
LONG 072'46 .573'W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 150'  
Hand h e l d  magnet i c  compass was 1 5 5 ' .  

\j 

LAT 4 0 ' 4 8 . 1 7 2 ' N  
LONG 072'45 .321'W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 1 5 2 ' .  
Hand h e l d  magnet i c  compass w a s  1 6 0 ' .  

- 
LAT 4 0 * 4 9 . i a ~ ~  
LONG 072 ' 39 ..003 ' W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 1 8 5 " .  
Hand held magnetic compass was 187". 

TjAT 40 * 5 0 . 2  9 5 ' N 
TANG 072 2 8 . 5 2 6  ' W 
Hand held m a a n e t i c  compass was 2 2 5 ' .  
Hart6 held magne t i c  compass was 2 2 3 '  
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'-5.+- On 7 / 3 0 / 9 6 ,  at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of t h e  FBI, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Count Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with and -at the Fire 
Island Coast Guard Stati-New 

. 
Y - --. 

I .  . .A 

* *  vand- ad previously indicated that 
they observed a "flare-like object rising over the ocean, on 

immediately before the crash of TWA flight 
were taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 

directed the boat 
location of their 

8 0 0 .  The 

coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7 / 1 7 / 9 6 .  

When the -hdicated that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7 / 1 7 / 9 6  observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following .readings as 
indicated on' his Gamin GPS 45: LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 ' N ,  LONG 
073 '15 .742 'W.  From this location also indicated to D / I  Matulewich 

as t h e  location of the observations in relationship 
to the re Island Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 
on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 



On 7/29/96, at the request'of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with at Davis Park Marina, 
Fire Island, New York. 

had previously indicated that she had observed 
ct rising over the ocean, on the evenin 

took D/I MATULEWICH to the location on the beac where h 7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight- 800. --- s e ma e her observations on 7/17/96. 

When -indicated that she was in the exact 
location she had occupied on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on h i s  Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.96p??,*LONG 073"00.221'W. From this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by was the 
location of her observations in relationshlp to the beach and 
water, and th-e-magnetic bearing indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 



.. '.. 
. .@$? On 7 / 3 0 / 9 6 ,  at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL unty Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with at the Bellport Yacht, 
Bellport, New York. 

e- _ .  

-had previously indicated that he had observed a 
"flare- ike" object rising over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight #800. 

i-)returned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH to-ok the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W From this location 
a l so  indicated to D / f  MATULEWICH by I-lwas the 
location of his obsere*io'ns, starting with an object with a red 
glow, which rose from east to west. The position of the object 
with the red glow, in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 
indicated t o ' D / T  MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 1 2 4 ' .  

. .. -. . 
I .  

.. 
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y - .  On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Count ice Department 
Marine Bureau, met w i t h m a n e  at Great Gun 
Beach Marina, Fire Islan ew or 

' -1 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MAT 

were made from a boat approximately 
on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. 
From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy Tnspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.74W: LONG 072'46.573'W. From this 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
was the location of the observations-ip t o  e rest 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

and- 

.. 
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. .  .& - d- . .. -. *: On 7 / 2 1 / 9 6 ,  a t  t h e  request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS MATULEW 
Department Marine Bureau, m e t  w i t  T O I k d w z ;  
A b b o t t ' s  H a r t ' s  Cove Marina, E a s t  o r i c h e s ,  New Pork. 

. 
t. : . -$., 

I n d i c a t e d  t o  Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS 
o b s e r v a t i o n s  on 7 / 1 7 / 9 6  of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
-were made from t h e  dock behind t h e i r  
i n d i c a t e d  area on t h e  dock, Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 
took the fo l lowing  r e a d i n g s  as i n d i c a t e d  on h i s  Garmin, GPS 45: 
LAT 4 0 ' 4 8 . 1 7 2 " ,  
i n d i c a t e d  t o  D / I  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
dock, a Coast Guard A M T a r y  boat  a l s o  docked on t h e  dock, and t o  
numerous p o l e s  on t h e  sho re ,  which  were used a s  a r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t .  

The magnetic bea r ing  to the r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  end of t h e  dock 
i n d i c a t e d  on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand h e l d m a g n e t i c  compass was 1 5 2 ' .  

The magnetic bea r ing  t o  t h e  f l a g  po le  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  
hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 160'. 

.. 
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On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the F B I ,  ~. =-:.. !-:&&:+ 

.:-* . ,  * 
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense . --z7 
Intelligence Agency ( D I A )  at the Westhampton Beach High School, 

4 6 .  

Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police .- 

York. 
New .~ 

-1 

+* 
Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 

observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
in'dicated on Ris Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone polwbh'ich were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated o n T / T  MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

.. 
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULE Suffolk Count Police De artment 
Marine Bureau, Bays, met with-and-atb New Yor st  

to Spellmans Marine and were taken out on- . 
oat to the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to 

DOUGLAS 
7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 
were made from a boat as 
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

.. 
From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GPSa 45: LAT 40°50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location a4?& indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 0 
-as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
stern of h i s  own boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot Motor Life Boat 
which was oper'ating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from on 7/22/96, 

Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 
observation t l  the magnetic bearihg in 
hand bearing compass was 225'. 
indicated on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

-indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 
held magnetic compass was 223'. 

.. 





FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

- 1 -  
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Date of trpnscription 07/26/96 

4 

information: 

reached at 

At that time, ,and his companions'decided to 
return to the dock and t e boat was headed back to SENIX MARINA. 
While standing in the boat, they turned their bodies toward the 
horizon and pulled the  anchor into the boat. As they did this, 
they were facing in a south-southeast direction over the corner 
of the west cut of Moriches Inlet. -looked up and saw a 
cloud-like object already suspended in the air. The object was 
dark gray on the bottom and whitish on top. 
something like a tornado, narrow at the bottom and white on top. 
The object had fanned outward like a mushroom. -did not 
hear any noises. 
observed the object. -had not consumed any alcohol that 
evening. 

The object looked 

The stereo was playing in the boat while he 

had never heard of or seen a boat named - 
FBI - NEW YORK I 

' 4.9. . ! \  
> ,  - 

~nvestiganon on 0 7 /2 1 / 9 6 at East Moriches, New York 

265A-NY-259028 
SA JOHN S. HUI, FBI 
SA KEVIN KELLEHER, BAT$&3I-I : hrg) Datedictated 07/21/96 

This document contains midrer mmmcndations nor collclusions of the FBI. It is the pmpeny of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1996, just before 
on the evening he 

information. 

On the evenins of Julv 17. 1996. -, r - - -  
family were at Smith Point Park: Town of B 
his cousin D who s- back cramps, emerie 

, were body surfing 

water to stretch it out. He estimate2 tha 
8:15, but stated that he was not wearing a 
above time"s are his best estimate. 

in the ocean; Whe 
nced one, he left 
t the time was 8:1 
watch, and that 

-walked out of the water, and stood on the sand 
to stretch. He was at the water's edge, and was standing 
directly in front of the last (western-most) steps of the 
boardwalk at Smith Point Park Beach. 

As he learned back to stretch, his eye caught a jet 
plane in the sky, off to his left, and moving eastward. A t  the 
same time, he saw, off to his right, a "green flash" rising up, 
and going-toward the plane. 
ocean, was rising from the west, was also travelling east, and 
was behind the plane. 

The llflashii was f a r  out in the 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

f ~ ~ . a i w u a a @ t b r  7/29/96 

- On July 29, 1996, 
*asa&t=d Paul Shea. FBI. 

SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
received from Deputy inspector ~ ~- 

DOUGLAS MATUkWICH and VINkENT M I N E ,  Suffolk county Police 
Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare*, which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 

. 8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MTULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The 

LJ 
The purpose of this endeavor was to learn if the 

azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or  general area from which the afonuentioned "flare" might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flarew seemed to adjust its own course: an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sfghtings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 
the ocean. 

ivrtigation on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICHES, N. Y. 
' f  LJ 

OG9Y Rf 4 *. 

pfle# 265 A NY 259028 
I 

I 

SA WILLIAM F. LYN 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA P A B S H E A   ate dictated 7/29/96 

Tbtr document a n t a h  n d t b a  rceommadrtbonr nor aorelpriort of tbe FBI. It b the property of the FBI md ir J O M ~  to your rgael; 
. .  

it m d  i¶s coatmtr are not to be distributed outride your rgeaq. 
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Continuation of PD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , on 7/20-29/96. Page 2 

Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 
sites they occupied at the time they observed either TWA flight # 
800, or the "flaren which appeared to rise, to meet it, 

mum 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. 129' 

k4(4 
Westhampton, L . I .  b4b 

b 4 l  
3b3 Deck of Rogers Beach, 

Wesrnampton, L. i . 

m 
Dock on marina at Great Gun 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, 
L . I .  

bet\ 
bl)> 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,..directly in front of bw 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk, 

From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N . Y .  

e: u 
During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI,  DIA 

and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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Continuation of PD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS .o. 7/20-29/96,Pyr 3 

A t  each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Gamin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Termine, the following 
results were obtained: 

06 5% 
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. , '- 7/25/96 . , .  

Long 

Center 

Is land, 

nclllll)were surfing in the area of Smith 
Point County Park, Shirley, Long Island, west of Moriches Inlet. 
They arrived by boat and moored on Moriches Bay. They observed 
what appeared to be a 19 foot center console boat approximately 
200 yards from shore. 
This boat was occupied by two males with dark hair. 
appeared to be in their thirties. They further described green 
stripes on the boat. 

The boat could have been a "Proline." 
Both 

The two males on the boat were not fishing. 

-nd-egan their walk to the north shore 
of Smith Point Park, arriving at their boat at approximately 8:30 
PM. At about this time they observed what looked like a flame 
rising up over the Atlantic Ocean, then arching in an easterly 
direction. 
followed by a large red and orange fire type glow. 
engulfed in this fiery glow were falling down, disappearing 
behind sand dunes in the horizon. 

They then reported seeing a flash of bright light 
Two items 

L 

/H7 

* v c r t i ~ n  on 7 / 1 9 / 9 6 
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by-  
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Date of trmralptko 7/22/96 

--re 
interviewe 
and FLY" contacted the New York Office of 

pertaining to the n ght of July 

e boating on July 17, 1996. According to 

on Wednesday evening, July 17, 1996. 
hey were with three other individuals at 

They were surfing by Great Gun beach in t of the 
stated 
dusk. 

Moriches inlet. At approximately 8:30 (rQes)cDe and* 
that the visibility w - -  ?retty good an 
They saw what appeared to be a flare being fired from a boat in 
the bay. They stated that the flare did not appear to be an 
ordinary flare, and it could have been something like a 
fireworks, but the burst at the end of the flare seemed pretty 
unusual. It was not a normal boat flare that they are used to. 
They said the flare disappeared into black smoke behind a dune 
and it burst pretty low over the horizon. The boat that these 
individuals thought that the flare came from was a Pro-line 

This boa was approximately two hundred yards away from 

far away it was from them when they saw the flare being fired. 
They said these males did not appear to be fishing and seemed to 
just be sitting in the boat. 

s -my w 

as just 

center console occupied by two males white, thirty 

and d w h i l e  they were surfing, but they could 

stated that another unusual 

small single engine plane (perhaps yellow in color) flew west 
approximately fifty feet over the water and then disappeared. 
Approximately twenty minutes later at about 8:20 p.m. the plane 
came back from the other direction again very row over the water. 

8 o'clock that night, when a 

tated that when the flare (or 
they did not hear or see any what appeared 

other explosion or burst of light. 

stated that when they saw this flare 
that they heard about the TWA disaster. 

from the dock on the bay side of the barrier beach. 
passengers in the boat were sitting facing south and the boat was 

matilatiom m 7/20/96 at New YOrk, New York (telephonically) 

All the 

u 
pile # 265A-NY-259028 CC 7 - b  
by SA ROBERT BENDETSON/evs Date dictated 7/2 0/9 6 

Tbh documat centah# rdtber rccommmdatioar l o r  oorclruions of tbe FBI. It b the property of the FBI u d  ir bmod to yoxu rgacy; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outd& your agency 
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.On 7/20/96 ,Page 2 Continuation of PD-U)~ of B. 

headed in a northerly direction. 
side of the boat while they were pulling away from the dock. 

The flare appeared on the left 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Datedtrrorrpcioa 7/21/1996 

his observations on July 17, 1996 of Trans World Airlines (TWA) 
flight 800 and/or @@a flare" which were reported in previous 
interview by New York Police Department (NYPD) officers Nick 
Garcia and Fred DeLuca.-was taken to the location of 
those observations at Great Gun Beach, NY, Brookhaven Township, 
NY, where he provided information to Suffolk County Marine Bureau 
(SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich and Police Officer 
Vincent Termine, who plotted readings using a GPS 45 Personal 
Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also present 
during this contact were the following individuals: Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) - Special Agent (SA) Paul Shea, SA 
Peter C. Casazza, SA William F. Lynch; SCMB Sergeant Charlie 
Gerlach; New York Police Department (NYPD) - Detective Nick 
Garcia and Detective Fred DeLuca; Defense Intelligence Agency 
(DIA) - Senior Intelligence Officer Robert A. Doherty; and 
Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst Thomas F. LeBlanc. 

information was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

L/ 

The purpose of recording this and other similar 

hvelliMonoll 7/20/1996 u Great Gun Beach, 
b 

~i I. 2 6 SA-NY-2 59 0 2 8 
SAs WIUIAM F. LYNCH, 

by PEZER C. CASAZZA, PAUL SHEA (PS:iaw) 

? b i r ~ c o l U L v ~ ~ ~ w r C o o c b u i a r o f I h c r n .  I t i D ( h s ~ 0 f ~  mad U ~ ~ y O u r ~ ~  

/ v q  it uul itr contcllll m not to be diUibuted outride your rgecley. # 
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Date of transcription 
7/25/96 

On July 20, 1996, Special Agent (SA) WILLIAM F. LYNCH, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI )  , interviewed- 

Center Moriches, New York. -was interviewed regarding 
the sightings of a "flarert he observed rising from the ocean, in 
the vicinity of Smith Point Outer Beach, at approximately 8:30 PM 
on July 17, 1996. He advised as follows: 

- a white male, who resides at 
\--and his friend- were surfing 

from approximately 7:OO pm to 8:15 pm, at the above beach, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996, and were approximately 100 feet off 
shore. While surfing, they noticed a white "PRO LINE" type 
fiberglass boat, which appeared to be 19 - 20 feet in length. 
This boat was approximately 300 feet further out in the water, 
making it approximately 400 feet from shore. The boat was 
occupied by two dark haired white males, who were not fishing, 
a n d o n o t e d  the boat was not anchored. 

At approximately 8:15 pm, and his friend 
-stopped surfing, departed the beach, and began to make 
their way to "Great Gun Beach" marina, which was directly north 
of where they had been surfing, and in the general vicinity of 
where the aforementioned boat had been. 

'The 81flare" was rising just to the left of the flag 
pole on Great Gun Beach, as one views that flag pole, looking 
toward the ocean, while standing on the marina dock. 

The ltflare'l went straight up, and- seeing 
black smoke, assumed if had burned out. - stated that he has been "around the water," 
all his life, and has seen many flares. He described this flare 
as larger than usual, and noted that it also climbed more steeply 
than usual. 

that at approximate1 
surfing, he noted a 

and white plane flying west, along the beach, at a v  

Invesngation on 7 / 2 0 / 9 6 
L 

This  document contains neither rccommendatmns nor conclusions of the FBI. It i s  the pmperty of the FBI and IS I d  to your agency; 
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feet over the water. 
returning, now flying easterly, along the heach. 

At 8:05 PM, he reca!-?-ed that same plane 

F i n a l l y , L l s o  recalled t h a t  a woman named 
First Name Unknown (FNU)-uho resides o 
Center Moriches, N e w  York, had also seen the above-described 
!Iflare" at the same time he had. 
phoned her information in t o  Channel 7 TV News. 

He recalled that- had 
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D8tr af tramriptiom 7/29/96 

On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
lXasazzaTand Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
*DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 
Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The purpose of this endeavor was to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flarew might have 
been launched. 

c 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of: sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
nflare8c seemed to adjust its own course: an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800: sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 
the ocean. 

~ n v e a t i g a t i o n  on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICHES 8 N. Y . 
$ !  

L F i l e #  265 A NY 259028 

by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA P A S S =  Drtedktrted 7/29/96 

This document c a n t a h  neither recommendrttonr nor co8dnsions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ia loud to yoor agael; 
' t  and i t s  coatcnta are not to be distributed outride your agency. 

I 
SA WILLIAM F. LYNC 
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Continuation of €3-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS On 7/20-29/96, P y r  2 

Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 
sites they occupied at the time they observed either TWA flight # 
800, or the nflarell which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. (d-Fz, / , ,g  

3b3 Deck of Rogers Beach, 
West)lampton, L. i. 

Dock on marina at Great Gun 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, 
L.I .  

H\ 
69% 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,..directly in front of bw 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

bR 
From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. 

: 
LJ 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 

a69C 
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265 A NY 259028 

Continuation of PD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , on 7/20-29/96. Page 3 

At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Gamin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Te.rmine, the following 
results were obtained: 



*- 

Proaedonao: ROUTINE Date: 10/14/1996 
L 

To: New York A t t n z  ASAC George Andrew 1. ‘ ,5  

SA Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 0277 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Draftod By: Bongardt Steven A:sab# 

Ca8o ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

T i t l e :  UNSUB(S) ; 
EXPLOSION &“?&A FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT- IT-EID 

3 8 y E l O p 8 i 8 :  
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

#nolo8ure8: 
C. Casazza and one report of De uty Inspector Douslas S. 
Matu-, s uffolk County Podce Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning - witness flare sighting plots. 

Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 

L One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 

Dotail8: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 
System 1G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

S ~ S , C N  ac;qo%<c) 
a% 1. LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

2.  LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 
L LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 
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, , 6) - '  : '.. 
0 __  .. -a?;: - * - To: New York From: Herman Neil E - e Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 

L/ 

locations 
These locations have been used in providing possible 
of a W A D  launch tube or 'Stinger' eject motor for r; * 

acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector . 

within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched. 

Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 
... 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign MANPADS obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Plight 800. 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U . S .  Army for the U.S .  'Stinger" missile system. The 
Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

These 

2 
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.r. . \ .  . On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAn F. 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), 
l 4 A T L t ~ g I . 9  s 
Bureau, the below listed items all connected to a compasT/olarmr 
chart rendering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding TRANS 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 
observed a **flare-like" object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforejt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York ( N . Y . ) ,  approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spzts from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

This rendwag-was based upon FBI interviews done 

Ll 

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH's rendering did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be.logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

Inoestilation on 10/7/96 a t  Great River, N . Y .  

pue# 265 A NY 259028 
SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 

by SA PETER C .  CASAZZA - Date dictated 10/7/96 
a334 

m a t  contains neither r enditions nor conclusions of the FBI. It i s  the property of the FBI and ir bud to your agacy; 
contents are n,or to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his  findings, and 
suggests an area that should logically be searched. 

2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) witnesses w h i c h  
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the t i m e  of their sightings of a 8Bflare-likem object rising up 
toward ._ flight X 800.  

: -, -7' 

1 -  

3. Seven ( 7 ) ,  more detailed pages, setting forth the names of . 
the paired or individual witnesses: the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed theakhbeputy Inspector MATULEW1C"s actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses . - - 
4. 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 

5 .  
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) hctd previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. 

Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 

-. 
3 .  Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 



COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 e* - 

10, 1996 

Gentlemen: - -  
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

J witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
These locations are indicated in Latitude ( L A T )  and Longitude 
(LONG). In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number 12353 (17th Ed. , June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington, D.C. by U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. - 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of tho witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale) provided'by Robert Doherty "of the' Defense Intelligence 
Agency [ D I A ) .  All of this information taken together indicate to 
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
clown TWA f l i g h t  800 the "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

1. T,AT 40'40.68'N 1,ONG 072'40.66'W b 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 
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SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

. I  - : 
~ .;.q 

*v. - 

2. LAT 40'39.19" LONG 072'37.29'W 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE 
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibilityexists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

- 

: >  . 5 . .:.. -.:. . - 

.. 

.. . .. 
e-* Sirperely, 

LJ 
DSM : bm 

DouglF S. Matulewih 
Deputy Inspector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

Enclosures 8 
- 

.. 



LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 "  
LONG 073 '15 .742 'W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 0 9 8 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ° 4 0 . 9 6 1 ' N  
LONG 0 7 3 ' O 0 . 2 2 l f W  
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 1 1 0 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 1 0 4 ' N  
LONG 072 '55 .968 'W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  com%s* waS'-124' .  

' .  ! , .  . . .  
- c  

. .  

LAT 4 O o 4 5 . 7 4 5 ' N  
LONG 072 '46 .573 'W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 1 5 0 '  
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass w a s  1 5 5 ' .  

'u 

LAT 4 0 ' 4 8 . 1 7 2 ' N  
LONG 0 7 2 ' 4 5 . 3 2 1 ' W  
Hand h e l d  magnet i c  compass was 1 5 2 ' .  
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 1 6 0 ' .  

LAT 4 0 "  49.18?'N 
LONG O72'39..003'W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 2 8 5 ' .  
Hand h e l d  magnet i c  compass was 1 8 7 ' .  

TtAT 40'50.295'N 
TJONG 072-28.526'W 
Hand held magnetic compass w a s  2 2 5 ' .  
Hand held magnetic compass was 22.7 '  L/ 
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Count Police Department - --, 

- .  - -'. ~ . 
Marine Bureau, met with -and -at the Fire 
Island Coast Guard Station, Babylon, New 

,l 

ad previously indicated that 
they risins over the ocean. on 

immediatelybefore the-crash of TWA flight 
were taken out on the water in the U . S .  Coast 

directed the boat 
location of their 

800. The 

co-xswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the -hdicated that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following .readings as 
indicated on' his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to DfI Matulewich 

as the location of the observations in relationship 
to the re Island Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 
on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 
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On 7/29/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy -. ,-p,+. . a  

.,*I.. 
. 23.. Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department 

Marine Bureau, met with at Davis Park Marina, 
Fire Island, New York. 

- *  

* ..38;: 

had previously indicated that she had observed <? 
ct rising over the ocean, on the 

ook D/I MATULEWICH to the location on the 

. _  

7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight- 800. 

observations on 7/17/96. 

When indicated that she was in the exact 
location s w d  on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40 40.96-, 'LONG 073'00.221 ' W .  From this location 
a l s o  indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by was the 
location of her observations in relationship to the beach and 
water, and th-e-magnetic bearing indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
h e l d  magnetic compass was 110'. 

.. 
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. . . t$is On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the F B I ,  Deputy . 
,*. . - y- Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL unty Police Department 

Marine Bureau, met with at the Bellport Yacht, 
Bellport, New Pork. 

--. 
-had previously indicated that he had observed a 

.. 

"flare- 1 e object rising over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight # 8 0 0 .  

1-_returned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40°45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W From this location 
a l s o  indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by I-Jwas the 
location of his obserRlt*io'ns, starting with an object with a red 
glow, which rose from east to west. The position of the object 
with the red glow, in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 
indicated to 'D/I MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124'. 

.. 
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- 2. On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' 

5 Y 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Coun ice Department 
Marine Bureau, met w i t h - a n e  at Great Gun 
Beach Marina, Fire Isla e w  or 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MAT 

w e r e  made from a boat approximately 
on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. 
From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on h i s  Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 7 4 W f  LONG 

was t h e  location of the 
a l s o  indicated to D/I 

room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 

The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass w a s  1 5 5 ' .  

k was 150'. 

.. 

L 
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On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLTAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, ?. f 

Deputy Inspector 
Department Marine Bureau, 
Abbott's Hart's _ "  

% .  . .\. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
-were made from the dock behind their 
indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 
took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin, GPS 45: 
LA'T 40'48.172'N, LONG 
indicated to D / I  MATULEWICH by 
the location of the 
dock, a Coast Guard A-lary boat also docked on the dock, and to 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a reference point. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 1 5 2 ' .  

hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 
The magnetic bearing to the f l a g  pole indicated on the 

W 

.. 

2as3 
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On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, - -.L 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, S u f f o l k  County Police '- -'-'W - -  
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westharnpton B e a c h  High School, New 
York. -:.e, 

<- . . i 
-..7 

- .  

L:' 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westharnpton 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his GarminGPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone poleth'ich were used as a reference points. 

-::e 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of 
indicated o n T / T  MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic 
The magnetic bearing to the r i g h t  side of 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic 

L 

the observations 
compass was 185'. 
the observations 
compass was 187'. 
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWrcg,Suffolk Countv Police D e n a r t m a n +  
Marine Bureau, 

X p u t y  Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH on was that the obsa- 

were made from a boat as the ~ - - - -  - - -  - -  ---- 

7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GPSz~45: LAT 40'50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location awe? indicated to D / I  MATULEWTCH by 0 
-as the location of the observations in relationship to the  
stern of his own boat and a Coast Guard ,44 foot Motor Life Boat 
which was opeFating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from on 7/22/96, 
\ /  observation #1 the magnetic bearing in 

hand bearing compass was 2 2 5 ' .  Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

-indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 

W 

relationship to the stern of the boat and-a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

held magnetic compass was 223'. 

-. 
The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 
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FZDERAL BUREAU OF ~ G A ~ O N  

-Of- 7 /25 /96  

Long 
Island, 

' Moriches, -si: Long Is and, 
Center 

n-were surfing in the area of Smith 
Point County Park, Shirley, Long Island, west of Moriches Inlet. 
They arrived by boat and moored on Moriches Bay. They observed 
what appeared to be a 19 foot center console boat approximately 
200 yards from shore. 
This boat was occupied by two males with dark hair. 
appeared to be i n  their thirties. They further described green 
stripes on the boat. The two males on the boat were not fishing. 

of Smith Point Park, arriving at their boat at approximately 8:30 
PM. At about this time they observed what looked like a flame 
rising up over the Atlantic Ocean, then arching in an easterly 
direction. They then reported seeing a flash of bright light 
followed by a large red and orange fire type glow. Two items 
engulfed in this fiery glow were falling down, disappearing 
behind sand dimes in the horizon. 

W The boat could have been a "Proline." 
Both 

-nd-began their walk to the north shore 

' 



r'D-302 (Rev 3 - 1 0 4 2 )  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
- 

Date of trmscriptioa 7/22/96 

--re 
interviewe 
and FLY" contacted the New York Office of 

pertaining to the n ght of July 
e boating on July 17, 1996. According to 

ey were with three other individuals at 
on Wednesday evening, July 17, 1996. 

They w e r e  surfing by Great Gun beach in 
stated 
dusk. 

Moriches inlet. At approximately 8 : 3 0  
that the visibility w - - -  ?retty good an 
They saw what appeared to be a flare being fired from a boat in 
the bay. 
ordinary flare, and it could have been something like a 
fireworks, but the burst at the end of the flare seemed pretty 
unusual. 
They said the flare disappeared into black smoke behind a dune 
and it burst pretty low over the horizon. The boat that these 
individuals thought that the flare came from was a Pro-line 

This boat was approximately two hundred yard8 away from 

far away it was from them when they saw the flare being fired. 
They said these males did not appear to be fishing and seemed to 
just be sitting in the boat. 

They stated that the flare did not appear to be an 

It was not a normal boat flare that they are used to. 

L J  
center console occupied by two males white, thirty 

and -while they were surfing, but they could 

Bo- and-stated that another unusual 
incident occurre 
small single engine plane (perhaps yellow in color) flew west 
approximately fifty feet over the water and then disappearsd- 
Approximately twenty minutes later at about 8:20 p.m. the plane 
came back from the other direction again very row over *Ae water. 

approximately 8 o'clock that night, when a 

tated that whel? the flare (or 
what appeared 
other explosion or burst of light. 

stated that when they saw this flare 
from the dock on the bay side of the 

they did not hear or see any 
It 

that they heard about the TWA disaster. 

passengers in the boat were sitting facing 8outh and t h  boat wa8 

New York, Mew York (telephonically) 

by SA ROBERT BENDETSON/evs Dale d h t 8 t d  7/20/96 
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D-302r (Rev.  !1-15-83) 

265A-NY-259028 

.On 7/20/96 .page 2 Continuation of PD-342 

headed in a northerly direction. 
side of the boat while they were pulling away from the dock. 

The flare appeared on the left 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF I"1GATION 

Ihce of tIamcripti00 7/21/1996 

\-- Date/Place of Birth (D/POB) - 
Security Number 
enter Moriches, NY 
d to obtain 

azimuth directions for his observations on July 17, 1996 of Trano 
World Airlines (TWA) flight 800 and/or "a flare" which were 
reported in previous interview by New York Police Department 
(NYPD) officers Nick Garcia and Fred DeLuca. -was taken to 
the location of those observations at Great Gun Beach, Brookhaven 
Township, NY, where he provided information to Suffolk County 
Marine Bureau (SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich and 
Police Officer Vincent Termine, who plotted readings using a GPS 
45 Personal Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also 
present during this contact were the following individuals: 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) - Special Agent (SA) Paul 
Shea, SA Peter C. Casazza, SA William F. Lynch; SCMB - Sergeant 
Charlie Gerlach; NYPD - Detective Nick Garcia and Detective Fred 
Deluca; Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) - Senior Intelligence 
Officer Robert A. Doherty; and Surface to Air Missile Armaments 
Analyst Thomas F. LeBlanc. 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

. .., , . i' ., 1 
r. 

1 1 : .  

t 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of t rusdptkn  7/29/96 

On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
k'CasazzaTand Paul Shea, FBI , received from Deputy inspector 
*DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 
Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TwA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
j u s t  before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The 

The purpose of this endeavor was to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned nflaren might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flareut launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flaren seemed to adjust its own course; an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 
the ocean. 

ivuiigation on 7/20-29/96 i t  EAST MORICHES, N.Y.  
f 

i d  qsd L 1 

0699 Kf .I 

File# 265 A NY 259028 I 

SA WILLIAM F. LYN 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PAESHEA Date dictated 7/29/96 

This document contains neither recommendations nor oo~durlons of the FBI. It is the property of tbe FBI rod is loud to your agacl:  
I t  and its contents ire not to be distributed outside your agency. 



FD-3021 (Re. 11-15-83) 

265 A NY 259028 

Continuation of PD-303 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , on 7/20-29/96.  Page 2 

Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 
sites they occupied at the time they observed either TWA f l ight  # 
800, or the "flarea which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

mmm 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. fz? 
(ow 

Westhampton, L . I .  d4 b 
b 4 l  

3b3 Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Westhampton, L. i. 

L 

Dock on marina at Great Gun 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, 
L. I. 

bC)% 

S m i t h  Point Park 
Beach,..directly in front of bw 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

48 
From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. 

USED: 
L 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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FDJOtr  (Rev. 11-15-63) 

265 A NY 259028 

Continuation of PD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , On 7/20-29/96. h # O  3 

At each site, officers Matulewich and Tennine used a 
naval compass and a Gamin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and. Tennine, the following 
results were obtained: 



- ..I- - - .z Preaadance: ROUTINE Datot 10/14/1996 u 
Tot New York Attat ASAC George Andrew . .-'p 

Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 8277 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

.- - 

Dr8ft.d By: Bongardt Steven A:sa# 

-80 ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: UNSUB(S) ; 
EXPLOSION &&A FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
Am-IT-EID 

3 6ySlOPSi8S 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

Bnclosure8: 
C. Casazza and one report of uty Inspector Douqlas S. 
Matu uffolk County Po e Department, Marine Bureau, 
s t n e s s  - flare sighting plots. 

Details: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions,' analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 
System 1G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U . S .  Department of C6mmerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 

L One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 

S ~ S  AN as9oa8xc) 
a%? 1. LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 mhutes North 
LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 

b 
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I @ - * To: New York From: Herman Neil E 
- Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 

r : .  

< ,-- J 

These locations have been used in providing possible 
locations of a H P A D  launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. 
Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 
within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched . 
foreign MANYADS obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Plight 800. 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U . S .  Army for the U.S .  'Stinger" missile system. The 
Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

... Deputy Inspector - 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 

These 

+e 

2 
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u FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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.~ On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAM F. 

LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of r. 

Bureau 
c d n d e r i n g  Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding &S 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

ty Inspector DOUGLAS, S. 
e DeDartment (SCPD) -Narine 

the below listed items all connected to a compass 

This rendwog-was based upon FBI interviews done 
between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 
observed a nflare-like" object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforeIt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York ( N . Y . ) ,  approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

u 
Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 

EYght (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, i f ,  in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH's rendering did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be.logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

Investigation on 10/7/96 at  Great River, N . Y .  

File# 265 A NY 259028 

by SA PETER C .  CASAZZA Date diaated 1 O/ 7/9 6 
SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 

6-84 
mrnt cortains n d t h u  r ions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propcrty of the FBI and Ir 10-d to y0.r  a8-w; 
contents are npt to be distributed outside your apency. 



265 A NY 259028 

1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should logically be searched. 

2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) witnesses which 
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a "flare-like" object rising up 
toward .- flight # 800. 

3. Seven ( 7 ) ,  more detailed pages, setting forth the names of . 
the paired or individual witnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed the#beputy Inspector MATULEWICH's actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATUIJWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. - 
4. A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

5. 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) hrtd previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date . 
3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

, ,  

Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 

-. 
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COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNTY EKECUTlVE 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

_ -  PETER F. COSGFPOVE 
mLIcEcoyIIlss~ 

-. .. __ 
.-- I 

September 18, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA. Paul Shea 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 cI* 

Gentlemen: - -  
On Saturday, July 20,1996, T became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

'LJ witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was s h o t .  

Enclosed are the recordings of w i t n e s s  observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising immediately before the crash o€ TWA flight 800. 
These locations are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
(LONG). In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number 12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington, D . C .  by U . S .  Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale) provided by Robert Doherty "of t h e '  Defense Intelligence 
Agency [DIA). All of this information taken together indicate to 
m e  the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight 800 the "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

- 

1. TiAT 40'40.58'N 1,ONCr 072'40.66'W u 

d d 8 G  
30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 
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b To : SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

2. LAT 40'39.19'N 

The above Latitude 

. .. 

.. ,$$4$.j& 
1. 

< .  . %> 
September 18, 1996 . .<$$ 
Page 2 .&L  

,-.+> 
I . ;$ 

-<v. - 

LONG 072'37.29'W 
. *  .! i 

and Longitude locations INDICATES THE , .  

CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED To BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

'W 
DSM : bm 

Enclosures 8 
-- 

... . . e* 

Doug16 S. MatulewiC_h 
Deputy Inspector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 
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LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 "  
LONG 073 '15 .742 'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

LAT 4 O o 4 0 . 9 6 1 ' N  
LONG 073 '00 .221 'W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 110' .  

3rd 
LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 1 0 4 ' N  
LONG 072 '55 .968 'W 
Hand held magnetic c o m k s '  was"124'. 

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 7 4 5 "  
LONG 072 '46 .573 'W 

Hand held magnetic compass was 1 5 5 ' .  
b Hand held magnetic compass was 1 5 0 '  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 8 . 1 7 2 ' N  
LONG 0 7 2 ' 4 5 . 3 2 1 ' W  
Wand held magnetic compass was 1 5 2 " .  
Hand held magnetic compass was 160'. 

LAT 4 0 ' 4 9 . 1 8 7 ' N  
LONG 07  2 ' 3 9 ..OO 3 ' W 
Hand held magnetic compass was 1 8 5 * .  
Hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

TJONG 0 7 2  * 2 8 . 5 2 6  'W 
Hand held maanetic compass was 225' 
Hand held magnetic compass was 223' 

a 28% 

. . .  .. .. . . <  
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>{. ++- On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICW, Suffolk Count Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with -and -at the Fire 
Island Coast Guard Station, Ba ylon, New 

ad previously indicated that 

were taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 
directed the boat 
location of their 

' 

-? . -I 

.'- .. 

rising over the ocean, on 
the crash of TWA flight 

800. The 

coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the -hdicated that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following .readings as 
indicated on' his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 
033'15.742'W. From this location a l so  indicated to D/f Matulewich 
by the-s the location of the observations in relationship 
to the re Island Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 

'- on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 



* .  . .* 

*>&% ..-... 
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On 7/29/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy .. r,# .. 
. - .,.&: .t '.,> -i 

.. .. 

at Davis Park Marina, 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with 
Fire Island, New York.  . .df$: 

had previously indicated that she had observed . . .  :? 
ct rising over the ocean, on the evenin h 7/17/96 immediately before the crash of TWA flight-800. 

took D/I MATULEWICH to the location on the beac where J s e ma e her observations on 7/17/96. 

indicated that she was in the exact 

MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'40.96-, 'LONG 073'00.221'W. From this location 
also indicated to D / I  MATULEWICH by was the location of her observations in relationship to the beach and 
water, and Me-magnetic bearing indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 

on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 

.. 



I 

a: 1 

. %$?% On 7/30/96, a t  t h e  request of SA PAUL SHEA of t h e  FBI, Deputy 
I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS MATUL County P o l i c e  Department 
Marine Bureau,  m e t  wi th  a t  the B e l l p o r t  Yacht,  
Bellport, New Pork.  

. 
..,.:-- 

-had p r e v i o u s l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had observed a 
" f l a r e -  i k e "  o b j e c t  r i s i n g  over the ocean, on t h e  evening of 
7/17/96, immediately be fo re  t h e  c r a s h  of TWA f l i g h t . t t 3 0 0 .  

!-)returned t o  t h e  e x a c t  s e a t  and location t h a t  
he occupied on t h e  n i g h t  of 7/17/96, Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH tdok  t h e  fo l lowing  r ead ings  as i n d i c a t e d  on h i s  Garmin 
GPS 4 5 :  LAT 40°45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W From t h i s  l o c a t i o n  
also i n d i c a t e d  t o  D / I  MATULEWICH by {,was t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of his obser+at*ichs, s t a r t i n g  w i t h  an o b j e c t  w i th  a red 
glow, w h i c h  rose from e a s t  t o  w e s t .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  object 
w i t h  t h e  red glow, i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  Smith Po in t  P a v i l i o n  w a s  
i n d i c a t e d  to 'D/I  MATULEWICH and the magnetic b e a r i n g  of t h e  
i n d i c a t e d  bea r ing  on D / I  MATULEWICH'S hand h e l d  magnetic compass 
was 1 2 4 ' .  

i. . - 5j 

.. .. 

.. 
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:" . - .  On 7/20 /96 ,  at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' 

-' :I Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Coun ice Department 
Marine Bureau, met w i t h m a n -  at Great Gun 
Beach Marina, Fire Islan e w  or 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

were made from a boat approximately 
indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. 

From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy I'nspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 7 4 H :  
also indicated to D/I 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the f l a g  pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

.. 



On 7/21 /96 ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, - %& 
Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS MAT :; 
Department Marine Bureau, met w i t  
A b b o t t ' s  Har t ' s  Cove Marina, Ea _ .  1 .  . -. , 

.* ' 

I n d i c a t e d  t o  Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS 
o b s e r v a t i o n s  on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

-were made from t h e  dock behind t h e i r  
i n d i c a t e d  a r e a  on the dock, Deputy I n s p e c t o r  DOUGLAS MATULEWTCH 
took t h e  fo l lowing  r ead ings  a s  i n d i c a t e d ' o n  h i s  Garmin, GPS 45: 
LAT 40'48.172", LONG 072'45.321'W. From t h i s  l o c a t i o n  a l so  
i n d i c a t e d  t o  D / I  
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  
dock, a Coast Guard AvrtwiClary boa t  a l s o  docked on t h e  dock, and t o  
numerous p o l e s  on t h e  shore, which  w e r e  used as a r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t .  

The magnetic bea r ing  t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  end of the dock 
i n d i c a t e d o n  D / I  MATULEWICH'S hand h e l d m a g n e t i c  compass w a s  1 5 2 ' .  

The magnetic bea r ing  t o  t h e  f l a g  pole 
hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 1 6 0 ' .  

i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  



0 

,:.y - *e- -1 
(L- - On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F'. LYNCH of the FBI, 

Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS WTULEWICH, Suffolk County Police - - 

Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New 
York. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 

-h:Z;e 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking l o t  of the Westhampton 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40'49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone poleebh'ich were used as a reference points. 

:.** 
Department Marine Bureau, m e t  with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense . -.;7 

. y- - .  
-... F. 

- I+-* 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated o n T / T  MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 1 8 5 ' .  
The magnetic bearing to the r i g h t  side of t h e  observations 
indicated on D/T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

W 



. .  
* .  

_. 
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On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL Suffolk Count Police De artment 
Marine Bureau, met w i t h f i W T C I L . a n d - a t w  

Hampton Bays, New Por 
to Spellmans Marine and were taken out on- 

oat to the area of the Shinnecock Inlet. Indicated to 
DOUGLAS 

7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
were made from a boat as 
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin G:S,.45: LAT 40e50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location a m o  indicated to D / I  MATULEWICH by 0 
-as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
stern of h i s  own boat and a Coast Guard 44 foo t  Motor Life Boat 
which was opeirating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from on 7/22/96, 
i ,  observation #1 the magnetic bearing in - hand bearing compass was 225'. Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 

indicated on D / I  MATULEWTCH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

-indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

held magnetic compass was 223'. 

... 
The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 

d a s s  

.. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tnnsfription 7 / 2 5 / 9 6  

station on two occasions on 7/19/96, and was interviewed 
regarding his observations of the evening of 7/17/96, regarding 
an explosion he observed in the sky. On the first occasion he 
was interviewed by SA PETER C. CASAZZA and SA CAROL KAZMARECK. 
On the second occasion, he was interviewed by the same agents, 
accompanied by ROBERT DOHERTY, Analyst, Missile and Space 
Intelligence Center, Redstone Arsenal, Alabama, telephone (205 )  
8 7 6 - 4 5 4 5 .  The purpose of the second interview was to enable 
ROBERT DOHERTY to listen to Mr. STURIALE‘s observation of 
7/17/96. \H 

MY. -s observations on the evening of 7/17/96: 

He related that he was fishing with his friend- &@ 
-off of the east jetty of Moriches Inlet. He was at the 

- C . F  -,rtherest point of the jetty facing southwest. At approximately 
3 : 3 0  PM, while surf casting he noticed out of his periphial 
-:ision what he thought was a flare t o  the southeast. It first 
aFpeared to him at eye level and continued to rise upward from 
that point, at a fast rate of speed. 
and appeared then to curve southeast and slightly downward. 

explosion or fireball. 

It rose to a certain point 

He then saw a small flash or explosion and then a large 

The entire fireball then descended to the ocean suzface 
One piece being larger in cwo pieces, which were close together. 

then the other. 

Both felt they had witnessed a 
?laze explode, i .?. . :*,g saw a plane. 

‘ .+1.- 
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turned on the radio. 
in the Atlantic. 
but an explosion. 

close, because the fireball was so bright. After the fireball 
hit the surface of the ocean he could not see it anymore. 
remained only a large cloud and trail of smoke. 
that the fireball landed further then seven miles from his 
location. 
This would put the crash location beyond his visual line of site. 

They heard about a plane crash off Moriches 
They said to themselves that that was no crash, 

stated that the fireball first appeared to be 

There' 
He estimated 

He advised that the earth curves every seven miles. 

He described the flare as red and orange in color, 
which did not leave a smoke trail. f ,  

He observed this flare at approximately the 10 o'clock 
position from his position on the east jetty, designating the 12 
o'clock position as his standing at the jetty's point with his 
shoulders square to the shore line. 

He never saw the airplane. He presumed an airplane 
exploded after seeing the fireball. He estimates it was 
approximately five seconds from the time he saw the flare to the 
time that he saw the fireball. 

. ( 5  

z 9; After the fireball fell into the ocean, it was 
I d V < .  approximately five to ten seconds and he heard a thunder or 

rumbling come over the water. j .  

- 1  , - *  

He recalls a lot of boat traffic headed out toward the 
crash site shortly after the fireball and also recalls a 20 to 24 
foot boat headed back into the inlet around the same time, but - 

cculd not recall specifics about fie incoming boat. 

He related he did not call the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation ( F B I )  that evening to report his observation 
because when he returned home and turned on the news there dere 
so many people calling in, he thought there must be plenty of 
witnesses. Then the next day when he was at work he spoke t q  
friends about what he saw and they advised him to call the FB 
So he called the next day on 7/18/96, and spoke to a female 
Guard Lieutenant who took his name and telephone number. 
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On 7/19/96, an FBI Agent named\-b from 
t h e  Boston FBI Office, and two male F B I  Agents came to h i s  work 
location to interview him. 
requested that he go to the East Moriches Coast Guard Station to 
relate his observations. 

After speaking with him they 

5ackground 

Social Security 

Name : 
Date of Birth: 

Account Number : 
Home Address: 

Telephone: 
Employment : 
Posit ion : 

Fishing Friend : 
Home Address: 

Home Telephone: 

. .  

. ,. ..- 
'e - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07/,?/96 

Middle telephone 
Number (SSAN) 

New York, Coast Guard Station for an interview. Mr . 
interviewed by Special Agents (SAs) PETER C. CASAZZA an CAR L 
KACZMAREK. Also present during the interview was ROBERT DOHERTY, 
Analyst, Missile and Space Intelligence Center, Redstone Arsenal, 
Alabama, telephone (205) 876-4545. 

-provided his observations of an explosion he 
witnessed on the evening of July 17, 1996. 

S OBSERVATIONS: 

On the evening of July 17, 1996, at 
surf cast fishing with his friend, 

observed an explosion in the sky. 
Inlet at Cupsouge State Park, on a still night 

w i t h  gcod visibility, when he saw what he described as a small 
expiosion or flare-iike shower of sparks a little above eye 
l eve l .  Then there was a large explosion or fireball. This 

surface. It took approximately six ( 6 )  to eight ( 8 )  seconds for 
Eke fireball to reach the surface. It w a s  five-six (5-6) seconds 
iater that he heard a thunder-like sound coming across the water. 
Xe f e l t  the fireball may have been thirty (30) niles away; but he 
stated it is hard to judge distance over water. What remained 
for a while was a trail of smoke where the fireball had been. 

--reball c: came down in a large stream until it reached the ocean 

He never saw any plane.--Only the small explosion or 
flare-like shower of sparks and the fireball. 

He and - both felt that they had witnessed a 
plane explode. I . '  .,: 1 .  

They continued to fish until about 10 p.rn., when they 

He did not call the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)  
went to their truck and the radio reports talked about a plane 
=rash .  

u 

TIv\ Joiuliient conrains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI It IS the propey of the FBI ud IS I 
I' ind 

/ 7 w  
c , w m s  arc nor io trr disrrihuted nurside tour agene). 
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that evening to report his observations because of all the 
witnesses there appeared to be already; being shown on the 
television news reports. 

-related thar. there were about eight ( 8 )  boats 
in t h e  inlet at the time the explosion occurred and then maybe 
cwenty (20) boats went out of the inlet after t h e  explosion. 

Name : 

Date of Birth: 

Social Security 
Account Number: 

Address : 

Telephone: 

: r e v i ~ x s  Err&ployrnent : 

Posit ion : 

Years of Service: 

CI 

~ ~~ 

Airplane Mechanic 

Ten and a half (10 1/21 years 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D8te of tr.ns&ptb. 7/29/96 

On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
kCasazzaTand Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
.DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk County Police 
Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom -Blanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DXA), over the period 7/20-29/96. 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The 

The purpose of this endeavor was to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flare" might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flare" seemed to adjust its own course; an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800:  sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 
the ocean. 

nvutigation on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICHES 8 N Y 

pile# 265 A NY 259028 ' f  u 
1 -  498 

O G  9 9  Rf 1 .  

I 

I 

SA WILLIAM F. LYN 
by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PAESHEA Date dictated 7/29/96 

Tbb document contrinr n d t b a  recommadrtiaar nor amelusions of tbc FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ir Joued to you r#am 
st m d  its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Continuation of PD-302 d COMPASS INTERSECTIONS ,OB 7/20-29/96.P4e 2 

Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 
sites they occupied at the time they observed either TWA flight # 
800, or the nflareic which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. 129 

bl-t4 
b41 u m Westhampton, L . I .  d4b 

3b3 Deck of Rogers Beach, 
WesUampton, L. i . 
Dock on marina at Great Gun 
Beach, S m i t h  Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, 

- 
M\ 
49% 

t . r  

Smith Point Park 
Beach, . .directly in front of bL)D 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

bR 
From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y.  

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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265 A NY 259028 

Continuation of PD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS . On 7 / 2  0-2 9/96. 

At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Gamin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Te,rmine, the following 
results were obtained: 

06  9r5 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcriplion 08/09/96 

Middle Island, 
Date of Birth (DOB) 

was telephonically 
contacted by Special Age CASAZZA on July 31, 
1996, and advised of additional information he recalled regarding 
his recollections of the evening of July 17, 1996. 

advised that approximately one-half (1/2) 
the fireball explosion over the ocean he 

recalled a loud formula type boat leaving Moriches Inlet. Wh 
brought his attention to this boat was the fact that it was s 
loud. It sounded as if there were no mufflers on it. 
the inlet, it was going very fast in a southerly direction. 

A s  it 

hour 

.at 

left 
0 

He estimated the boat was twenty-five - thirty (25-30) 
The boat had a 
It had one or 

feet long and was dark in color, probably black. 
small cockpit in the back and two male occupants. 
possibly two inboard motors. 

indicated that he could not recall any further 
that he mentioned this to his fishing 
who was with him that evening and 
ing the loud, sleek, fast boat. 

does not recall seeing the boat return to 
Moriches 

BACKGROUND: 

to them leaving at approximately 1O:OO PM. 

Name : 

Date of Birth: 

Social Security 
Account Number: 

Address : 

1n\i..:1;3!1on on 0 7 / 3 1 / 9 6 at Middle Island, New York (telephonically) 
d 10s I \ 

~ , . . . r  265A-NY-259023 'sd/& cZ3 
Da!t Ji;tatcd 0 8 / 0 5 / 9 6 - -. SA PETER C. CASAZZA/hrg 

. -/ P' 
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ContinuaIion of FD-302 of .on 07/31/96 ,page 2 

Fishing Friend: 

Date of Birth: 

Social Security 
Account Number: 

Address : 

Telephone: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INvEsllGATION 

Dak of tnnrm 7/23/96 

f-b Date of Birth was 
contacted by Special Agent PETER C. C A S M ! i v e  GEFRARD 
KIRK, 5th Squad, Suffolk County Police Department, regarding her 
observations of an explosion she witnessed in the sky over the 
ocean on the evening of July 17, 1 9 9 6 .  

BSERVATIONS 

her in-laws at a 
Westhampton Beach, New 

York, telephone number 

On the evening of July 17, 1996  at approximately 8:30 
PM, she was walking out the sliding glass door onto the deck 
which overlooks the ocean when she noticed something in the sky. 
She then saw a huge fireball, which was a brilliant orange and 
red color with gray edges around it. 
smaller second fireball. 

Then there was another 
L l  

Within a few seconds, she hewd two large booms which 
shook the deck and rattled the ground. 
large distinct smoke streaks falling to the ocean surface. 
Rumbling noises came over the water afterward. 

The fireballs became two 

The streaks turned into a circular smoke column which 
eventually disappeared. 
gray and white cloud. 

At the top of the column was a small 

In a matter of minutes after the fireball hit the water 
boats could be seen heading out in that direction. 
helicopter could be seen headed out a while later. 

Then a 

When the fireball reached the ocean surface, some 
irregular lights could be seen coming from the surface, which 
moved along the surface in groups. This lasted for a few hours. 

BACKGROUND 

Name : 

7/18/96 at Westhampton Beich, New York 



265A-NY-259028 
Coatinuption of FD-302 of 

Date of Birth: 

Address : 

Telephone: 

Address : 

Telephone: 

In-laws: 

$b 
Telephone: 

'u 

a73g 

.On 7/18/96 .%e 

in-law's condo 

Westhampton Beach, New York 

2 

I - .  

, .  ... , 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Ditrof W M e t b .  7/29/96 

On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
kasazzaTand Paul Shea, FBI 8 received from Deputy inspector 
' DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 
Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight X 800,  
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. The 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 

The purpose of this endeavor m s  to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flare" might have 
been launched. 

). 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of: sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800,  which 
"flaregv seemed to adjust its own course; an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 
the ocean. 

nveatigation on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICHES , N. Y 
File# 265 A NY 259028 ' f  

W 
L 

I 

SA WILLIAM F. LYN - 
by SA PETER C, CASAZZA. SA PAWSHEA Date dictated 7/29/96 

.i 06 9V ,. 
This document conkin; ndtba recommadrtbnr nor conduiois of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ir l o u d  IO your aleam 
'1 end its contenta ere not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Coatinurtion of FD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , On 7/20-29/96. P ~ g e  2 

Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 
sites they occupied at the time they observed either TWA flight # 
800, or the "flare" which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. 1x9 

3b3 Deck of Rogers Beach, 
West&ampton, L. i. 

Dock on marina at Great Gun 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, 
L . I .  

bUr% 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,..directly in front of b@ 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. 

&R 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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Continuation d PD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , OB 7/20-29/96 ,  Page 3 

At each site, officers Matulewich and Tennine used a 
naval compass and a Gamin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Tennine, the following 
results were obtained: 

06 915 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcnption 0 7 / ,  1/96 

ate of Birth (DOB- 
Quogue, New York, telephone 
by Special Agent PETER C. 
estigation ( F B I )  and 

Detective GERARD KIRK, 5th Squad, Suffolk County Police 
Department. In the early morning hours of J u l y  18, 1996. 

huge explosion she saw off the deck of her home overlooking the 
Atlantic Ocean on the evening of J u l y  17, 1996. 

had earlier contacted the FBI regarding a 

MS. OBSERVATION: 

On the evening of July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:30 
p.rn., she was standing and looking out her sliding glass door 
over the ocean. 
and calm. She described that the explosion she saw was at 
approximately the 1:30 position off her deck, designating the 12 
o'clock position as directly facing the ocean. 

The evening weather conditions were very clear 

Sne had first observed in her peripheral vision and 
o b j e c t  in the sky which she presumed was a plane she thought it 
to be at approximately 7,000 feet and one to two (1 to 2 )  miles 
out to sea. 

The next thing she knew she heard a very loud noise or 
boom and saw the plane explode into a huge orange and red 
fireball. After approximately five ( 5 )  seconds there was a break 
in the fireball and a smaller fireball broke off the main 
fireball. The smaller fireball lead the larger one to the ocean 
surf ace. 

She estimated that the fireball took twenty to t h i r t y  
(20-30) seconds to hit the water. Once the fireball h i t  the 
water she could not see anything. It appeared as thought t he  
fire had gone out. 

A trail of black smoke remained after the fireball hit 
the water. At the top of the black smoke was a white 

ii a ~ d  i t s  contenis are not to he disrnhurrd outside jour agency 



of smoke. Within a few seconds of the fireball hitting the.water 
she heard five (5) smaller explosions. 

She immediately called the police and was connected 
with the Southampton Town Police Department. She told t-e 
story of what she had just seen. The Quogue Police Department 
responded to her home very quickly. Quogue Police Officer (Po) 
STANLEY CHIHS and PO JOHN (Last Name Unknown) (LNU) responded. 
These officer saw the trail of smoke leading up from the water. 

She did not notice anything hit the plane. Within two 
minutes of the fireball hitting the water, she noticed what 
appeared to be a helicopter or plane going out over the crash 
site. This plane or helicopter came from the north to the south 
and was to the west of her home. 

L' 

/ 7YC 

While the police were at her home a Coast Guard vessel 
went by her home going from east to west along the coast. She 
rold the Quogue Police 0f.ficers to call and get the Coast Guard 
vessel directed to the crash site. 

In approximately ten minutes of the fireball a Coast 
Suard helicopter went over the crash site. 

BACKGROUND: 

M s . ~  advised that she has a New York Ocean Life 
Guard certification and is an advanced scuba diver with a 
certification from the National Association of Underwater 

observes it from her deck. Her home is ten miles southeast of 
Moriches Inlet and the highest point on Dune Road. 

Instructors. She is familiar with the ocean and regularly - ' ?  

She advised that this location 
and also mainta 
York, New York, 

Her attorney is a 
New York, telepho 

now now to reach her if sh 
New York City telephone nu 
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FeDEBAL BUREAU OF INVEsllGATION 

- - -  
her residence to obtain azimuth directions for her obsrrvations 
on July 17, 1996 of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 800 which 
were reported in previous July 18, 1996 interview by F e d u a l  
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent (SA) P e t e r  C. 
Casazza.-was taken to the location of thooe ob~rrvations 
at the back porch of her residence where she provided information 
to Suffolk County Marine Bureau (SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas 
Matulewich and Police Officer Vincent Termine, who plotted 
readings using a GPS 45 Personal Navigator and a hand bearing 
magnetic compass. Also present during this contact were the 
following individuals: 
SA William F. Lynch; SCWB Sergeant Charlie Gerlach; Suffolk 
County Police Department (SCPD) - Police Officer Ken Trader; 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) - Senior Intelligence Officer 
Robert A. Doherty; Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst 
Thomas F. LeBlanc. 

FBI - SA Paul Shea, SA Peter C. Casazea, 

.. 
The purpose of recording this and similar information . -  

was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tranrcrfption 7/29/96 

On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
?Casazza?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
' DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 
Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The 

The purpose of this endeavor m s  to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flare** might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
~~flarev~ seemed to adjust its own course; an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 
the ocean. 

nveatigation on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICHES, N. Y. 

File# 265 A NY 259028 

by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PAESHEA Date dictated 7/29/96 

This document cont.inr ndtber recommadrtionr nor corclorionr of tbe FBI. It is the property of tbe FBI md ia bud to you rgum 
!t and ita contenta u e  not to be distributed outride your agency. 
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Continuation of FD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , On 7/20-29/96. p a ~ e  2 

Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 
sites they occupied at the time they observed either TWA flight # 
800, or the "flarevr which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. 129 

w4 
d4 b 
b41 

303 Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Westhampton, L. i . 

u 

Dock on marina at Great Gun 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, 
L.I .  

H\ 
4%- 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,. .directly in front of b@ 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N . Y .  

bR 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI,  DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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Continuation of PD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , On 7/20-29/96. Pale 3 

A t  each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Gamin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time . 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and Tennine, the following 
results were obtained: 

06 94 
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'b - Date o 
Security Account Number (SSAN 

. Westhampton Be 
t-b was contacted 
Peter C. Casazza and William F. Lynch of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI)  regarding his observations of an explosion he 
witnessed over the Atlantic Ocean on the evening of July 17, 
1996. 

", 

Mr-related that he was sitting next to his 
sliding glass door which overlooks his deck, the beach, and 
ocean. The time was approximately 8:30PM, and the weather 
conditions were clear and calm. 

L/ His daughter-in-law, 1-b was heading out 
the sliding glass door when she let out a scream. 

He turned and followed her out the door. He observed 
what he described as a large red flamed object or fireball which 
separated into two ( 2 )  objects and the two ( 2 )  red flamed objects 
or fireballs fell into the ocean. He stated the entire event ..I, 

..Y 

took onlx a few seconds. he then heard three (3) or four (4) i- 
loud noises coming over the water from the direction of the & 
explosion .' * * *** 

-also observed white smoke over the water where 
the red-flamed objects or fireball hit the water. 

Later, boats and helicopters approached the scene. . 
.. 

B a c k a r d  
1 Name : 

Date of Birth: 
SSAN: 

Address : 

on 07/18/96 It hvdg8tion 1 

~ f i ~  265A-NY- 2590 28 
SA Peter C. Casazza 

by - SA William F. Lynch 

Thicdocumcatcoipinr~rrconwadrtwrar 
it and its contents arc not to be distributed outside vour agency. 
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(TWA) flight 800 which were reported in previous July 18, 1996 
interviews by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent 
(SA) Peter C. Casazza. 
of those observations at the back porch of their residence where 
they separately provided information to Suffolk County Marine 
Bureau (SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich and Police 
Officer Vincent Termine, who plotted readings using a GPS 45 
Personal Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also 
present during this contact were FBI SAs Paul Shea and Peter C. 
Casazza. 

The Shermans were taken to the location 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

71 
zfj5*.N*-259028suB - - -- - 

Iwertig.tiWcnl 7/20/1996 u West Hampton Beach, New York . - -+ , *u-Y-. - - .'--2= 
. -- 

\ 

F& 2 65A-NY-2 59 02 8 'u 
SAs PETER C.  CASAZZA 

by PAUL SHEA (PS:iaw) 

'Ihir documaat m i m  m b r  & 'W norc011chiotu of tbe FBI. his the pmpwty ofthe 
/ p q  it itr colpclltlarc wt to be diaibutsd outride yaurrgsllcy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DItedtr8n~~ripti08 7/29/96 

On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
kCasazza?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
-DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 
Dept., (SCPD) -Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7 /20 -29 /96 .  
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The 

b 
E: 

The purpose of this endeavor was to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the afonnentioned "flareo might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of; sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare" launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flare" seemed to adjust its own course: an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800: sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 
the ocean. 

avatipitiom on 7 /  2 0-2 9/ 9 6 i t  EAST MORICHES , N . Y . u f 

F i l e #  265 A NY 259028 I4 4qd ' !  
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Continortion of PD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , On 7/20-29/96, P8aS 2 

Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 
sites they occupied at the time they observed either TWA flight # 
800, or the "flare" which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. (j# 

3b3 Deck of Rogers Beach, 
West)lampton, L. i. 

Dock on marina at Great Gun 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, 
L . I .  

H\ 
bl)> 

Smith Point Park 
Beach, .directly in front of bw 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

&% From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N . Y .  

k: u 
During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI, DIA 

and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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At each site, officers Matulewich and Tennine used a 
naval compass and a Gamin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and.Tennine, the following 
results were obtained: 
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FED- BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of aanscripion 0 7 / 2 2 / 9 6  

Date of Birt 

contacted by Special Peter C. 
Kirk, Fifth Squad, Suffolk County 

Police Department regarding an explosion she observed over the 
Atlantic Ocean on the evening of July 17, 1996. 

Observations: 

m a d v i s e d  that on the evening of July 17, 
1996, at approximately 8:30PM, she heard her daughter-in-law let 
out a scream as she went out a sliding glass door onto a deck. 

-turned and saw a huge intense orange, yellow and red 
fireball, that looked pear shaped, drop from the sky into the 
ocean. L 

She ran upstairs and called the police and described to 
them what she had seen, and the smoke column which was present in 
her view as she spoke to the police officer. The column was 
larger at the top and smaller at the bottom, or cone-shaped. Two 
large noises or booms reached the condo and shook the ground. 
This took place after the fireball reached the surface of the 
water and came a few seconds apart. 

At the time of the occurrence she did not know what had 
happened, but felt an airplane had exploded. After a while, she 
saw boats and a helicopter enter the area. 

Backaround: 

at Westhampton Beach, NY u 
Investigation on 0 7 / 18 / 9 6 I 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dab of tMlcription 7/2~,’1996 

West Hampton Beac , ew York (NY), was ia- their residence to obtain azimuth directions for recontacte 
their observations on July 17, 1996, of Trans World Airlines 
(TWA) flight 800 which were reported in previous July 18, 1996 
interviews by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)  Special Agent 
(SA) Peter C. Casazza. The Shermans were taken to the location 
of those observations at the back porch of their residence where 
they separately provided information to Suffolk County Marine 
Bureau (SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich and Police 
Officer Vincent Termine, who plotted readings using a GPS 45 
Personal Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. Also 
present during this contact were FBI SAs Paul Shea and Peter C. 
Casazza. 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

71 

file t 2 65A-NY-2 5902 8 
SAs PETER C. CASAZZA 

by PAUL SHEA (PS:iaw) Date dic 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

--* 
. 1. m 

Datr of t r u d p t h  7/29/96 

On July 29, 1996, SAS william F. ~ y n ~ a ,  Peter C. 
%asazza.?and Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
-DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 
Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. 
witness obsenrations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The 

The purpose of this endeavor weis to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the aformentioned "flare" might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of: sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual @@flare@* launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
"flare" seemed to adjust its own course: an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800: sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 
the ocean. 

nvatigation on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICHES, N. Y. 

pUe# 265 A NY 259028 

by SA PETER C. CASAZZA. SA PASSHEA Dale dictated 7/29/96 

This documat contains aaftber re~0mmtnd8tkna nor madusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI u d  i s  lomed l o  your 88mcf; 
ut and its contents ace not to be distributd outside your apcocy. 
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Continuation of PD-302 d COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , O D  7/20-29/96. Pogo 2 

Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 
sites they occupied at the time they observed either TWA f l ight  # 
800, or the "flare" which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

C East jetty, Moriches inlet. 129 

rplt4 
b4b 
b41 

Westhampton, L.I. 

3b3 Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Wesfttampton, L. i . 

L l  m 
~ 

Dock on marina at Great Gun 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, 
L.I. 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,. .directly in front of bw 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. 

H\ 
6% 

&% 

During the period cited, the aforementioned FBI,  DIA 
and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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Continuation of FD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , On 7/20-29/96. Page 3 

At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Gamin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time. 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and. Te,mine, the following 
results were obtained: 

0 6  PC 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF WESTIGATION 

Date of rranscnprion 

I ; L ; ~  21, 1396, SAS WILLIAM F. LYNCH, and PAUL - -  
- = A ,  :;gether With Senior investigator J O H N  F. 

w e p t . ,  and various U . S .  Coast Gua 
a wnize caie, Date of 3irth (DOB 

_-. a J.S. Zgast guard vessel approx. 1 to 5 mil 

-:-23L- tc jypllcate t h e  posicions Mr.- occ 
_ - -  2 - = z n ,  IirecEly S O L : = ~  sf Moriches inlet East M 

..=.-. _.,_ng 2: July 17, 1396, when he and two of his friends observed 
:;; flight ;; 3125 explode, and crash into the sea, approx. 11 
-12s fl-z-, t r .e afcre~,en:ioned inlet. 

Also presenc s:: board the vessel were Deputy Inspector 
---=,AS X i T U i E W I C k i ,  ana police officer VINCENT TERMINE, both of 
I--.? S u f f o i k  County Police Dept. (SCPD) -Marine Bureau, as well as 
' 4 1 ~ s ~ ~ - s  RCBERT DOHERTY and TOM LeSLANC, of the Defense 
I _--r?erce Agency ' P I A :  . 

- _ _ _ ^ _  

- _  - -  - - 

3:rected the vessel to the position he 
- - - -  - _ - -  _ -  r cccupied wher. ze  and his friends observed TWA 

' \  .! 
.. . 

.. . 

- . - -  . - .  _ _  .&. - - I 2  ' 1T..SZl'c;!7..flT.Z. 

C .  i h l s  inforTIatiox was to be used/compared with that of 
_ L  --??r witr-ess sbservaticns, and used in a calculation/rendering, 
- -  _ -  k? z ~ ~ p ' l e t e c i  by cffizer MATULEWICH. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of Birth (DOB) - 
ley, New York, home 

8 interviewed b Special Agent 

ght 800. a rovided regarding 
advised o f  the x dentity of the 

a3 the intenriew 

the following information: 

time of the plane 
fishing on his 24 foot Centkr el Proline boat, 

approximately seven miles from th.e crash site. 

F d v i s e d  that at approximately 8;.2Q PM, he looked 
up at the s y and observed 4 faint yellow star-type object which 
he kept continuously in his 8 ts. He advised that the star- 
type object began to pr trow glow which he believed to 
be a possible meteor. ed that the glow wao moving in a 
east to westerly direction Whcrn it banked and turned downward 
toward the water. He state6 that the glow became 
more intense until produciq a mushroom of white 
rushing roar-type sound. At tr;hst instant, he 

-stated that at 

off Great Gun approximately 1.5 ariles out from the 

- 

which separated into tvo  flgaing parts of the fu8eAage and the 

after bserved th h into the wstar a felt a 
strong water concussion is boat. 
tlMay Days into the Coas 
stated that at the time 
nor aircraft in sight. that aCter W:craab, he 
observed a C-130 plane 

crash site but decided to 
about three miles due to a' 

@re Approximate1 30 seconds t en crashed 

the area o'f-thi 

0 stated ted to tthvel -by 'bd-af - t o  the 
urn around-agkr tmiveling 

. -  

_ -  

W 
Investigation on 712 1/96 

~ , l c  # 265A-NY-259028 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

07/23/96 Date of tm~~~ripcioa 

Flight 800, on July 17, 1996. 

OBSERVATIONS OF ALFRED LINKE: 

He advised as follows: 

On July 17, 1996, at approximately 8:25 p.m., Mr.- 
and two friends were fishing for striped bass, approximately one 
mile off shore, from Great Gun Beach, Town of Brookhaven, Long 
Island, New Y o r k .  He described his boat as a twenty-four (24) 
foot PROLINE center console type and named his friends a- 
-of Patchogue, New York, and[-/, of 
Patchogue, New Y o r k .  

- 
The night was clear and while it was dusk, there was 

Visibility was excellent, and the considerable daylight left. 
sea was calm. 

',Mr. 0 stated after departing his marina in Shirley, 
New Y o r k ,  he and his two friends fished in several positions in 
t h e  vicinity of Moriches Inlet, East Moriches, New York. 

By 8:25 p.m., M r . a ' S  boast the was 
positioned, unanchored and drifting, approximately one mile off 
shore from Great Gun Beach, Town of Brookhaven. 

0 continued that at approximately 8:25 p.m., he 
first-sighted what he thought might be a shooting star, moving in 
a downward, forty-five (45) degree sloping arc, and added that. it 
was taking a northward turn, and appeared to be heading toward 
his boat. 
that it got progressively brighter and larger. 
that it was moving very fast, and he began to be con 
it was heading toward him. 

He described this light as yellow in color, and noted 
G- - -  
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As soon as he noted it, he exclaimed to his two 
friends, "Look at this," or words to that effect. A t  this same 
moment, he realized this object was an airplane, although he had 
no idea what type or size. 

Mr.- continued that almost at the same instant 
that he identified the object as an airplane, he noted that it 
had rolled over onto it's l e f t  side, and seemed to be hooking 
northward and downward. 

Immediately, the entire right wing separated from the 
fuselage, and peeled back, alongside the fuselage. Mr. - 
emphasized that the entire wing was intact as it separated, and 
stated that he did not see any engine pods on it. 
however, that this may have been because he was viewing only the 
top of the right wing. 

He added, 

A FIRE STARTS: 
u 0 stated that at the instant the wing separated, a 

large "fire trail" erupted, which he described as a roaring, 
rushing sound, and added that he immediately felt a concussion on 
his chest when this happened. 
into this fire trail. 

The separated wing disappeared 

'The plane now dropping sharply, separated into two 
parts, befng the right wing and the rest of the plane, dropped 
about one mile, and then hit the water as two separate pieces. 
As the two pieces hit the water a large curtain of water arose 
and Mr.-then saw black smoke coming from the impact area. 
At this point, Mr.- still had no idea of the type or size of 
the plane, and never did see any markings on it. 

his boat's radio to exclaim W?iYDAY" several times to the United 
States Coast Guard (USCG), and then transmitted "This is the 

Mr.- stated that- he became very excited and used 

. . . .  I want to report an aerial burst and whatever it i8 l 9  cras e into the ocean. 

Mr.-then drove his boat toward the €ire and got 
about five (5) miles from the surface fire, having travelled 
approximately four ( 4 )  nautical miles. At this point, he could 
see surface ablaze, and while he considered going further toward 
it, decided against this, because he was low on f u e l .  He did, 

U however, call the USCG again, to report that the "Water was on 
fire!" before returning to Moriches Inlet. 

L .  - 
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Upon entering the inlet,-heard radio traffic from 
other responding boats, which mentioned Itmany bodiesit in the 
water. 

The next day, July 18, 1996, Mr. -again phoned the 
Coast Guard to identify himself as the WAY DAY^^ caller from the 
night before. He recalled that the Coast Guardsman he reached 
was, in fact, the same man to whom he had made his n ~ ~ A Y m  call, 
and added that the man remembered him, and took his (-8) 
name and phone number. 

During this interview, Senior Investigator JOHN F. 
CASSINO, New York State Police, and the Queens District 
Attorney's Office was also present. 

Department (SCPD) a Police Artist, also reviewed Mr. -s 
observations with him, and based upon them, rendered a sketch of 
what Mr. -saw. 

Detective STANLEY PAWLOSKI, Suffolk County Police - That sketch is attached. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATIOF' 

Date of transcription 7/30/96 

this date regarding TWA 
furnished the following information: 

dvised on July 17, 1996, he was on his boat 
along wit 3 and, 
clear, and t ere was considerable daylight remainins. The ocean 

, the night was 
was extremely calm, similar to a lake and there was-an absences 
of wind. 

B a d v i s e d  he began fishing about 300 feet off the 
beach, but their were several surfers in the area. In order to 
avoid the surfers,-moved his boat to a new position. 0 
advised his new position was now approximately one mile off Great 
Gun Beach, directly in front of the white lifeguard chairs, and 
approximately one half mrle from the Sea Buoye. -advised 
that at approximately 8:25  P.M., this date, he noticed what 
appeared to be a star.-stated he found this peculiar, 
since it was still daylight, and the star was approximately ten 
miles away, moving through the clouds. 

L 

'advised he initially did not inform the others in 
his boat regarding the star.-stated the color of the star 
was a bright yellow, with orange coloring with the major field of 
yellow. There was no tail, or smoke emitting from the star. The 
star had a steady glow and was not flickering. -advised he 
now realized it was not a star or a meteor, but was a plane. 

m a d v i s e d  he now observed the plane banking and 
descending, at a 45  degree angle. The plane was now becoming 
brighter and brighter, and was now banking in the beach direction 
and still continuing its descend. -stated he now believed 
the plane was heading towards his boat, and he and his friends 
now became concerned, that they might be in danger. The plane 
transversed through a white cloud, and he- was now able to 
see the plane's fuselage, and the right wing of the aircraft. At 
the same time, the glow which had encompass the entire aircraft 
stopped, making it possible for-to observe the before 
mentioned aircraft structures. 

Investigation on 7/2 8 / 9 6 at Shirley, New York 
File# 265A-NY-259028-CL3-f*/ 
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-stated as he was observing the aircraft, the wing 
of the aircraft hinged off, and separated from the aircraft. The 
aircraft which was in the previously mentioned bank and, downward 
descent, was travelling at high rate of speed. 
once the wing and the fuselage separation took p ace, a large 
white cloud appeared. As the wing and fuselage separate, the 
white cloud appeared, and a plume of fire appeared.- 
advised the plume of fire started at the elevation the aircraft 
was in, and followed its plumage downward for approximately a one 
mile waterfall of fire, and dropping to the ocean.-advised 
the white cloud which had form, did not ignite and remained 
intact at the elevation where the aircraft was situated prior to 
its separation. 

Tadvised 

-stated the aircraft fell to the ocean in two 
visible separate pieces, 'both pieces totally engulfed in flames. 
-advised the fuselage was falling on his right side and the 
wing on his left.-stated as the pieces fell to the ocean, 
a residual black cloud of smoke joined the white cloud, creating 
a mushroom cloud similar to a atomic bomb cloud. 
was the top portion, with 
the cloud. 

L, 
The white cloud 

the black could forming the stem of 

-advised he believed the aircraft pieces fell 
approximately 8-10 miles off the coast. -attempted to reach 
the area, but because of the inferno with flames reaching 
approximately 200 feet in the area, and the tremendous area of 
the ocean on fire, he could not safely reach the area. 0 
stated he had previously contacted the Coast Guard, and upon 
seeing rescue operations commencing, left the area.-stated 
his craft was running short of fuel and he had to return to port. 

ON6 
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FEDERAL EUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trmraiptbn 7/29/96 

On July 29, 1996, SAS William F. Lynch, Peter C. 
I=asazzaTand Paul Shea, FBI, received from Deputy inspector 
*DOUGLAS MATULEWICH and VINCENT TERMINE, Suffolk county Police 
Dept., (SCPD)-Marine Bureau, a compass intersection rendering of 
witness sightings of TWA flight # 800, and/or a "flare", which 
appeared to have been launched in the direction of flight # 800, 
just before it exploded and crashed into the ocean approximately 
8:30 PM, on Wednesday, 7/17/96. 

This rendering was prepared by Messrs MATULEWICH and 
TERMINE, based upon witness observations given to all of the 
above personnel, and to Officer Charles Gerlach, SCPD-Marine 
Bureau, and Robert Doherty and Tom LeBlanc, of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), over the period 7/20-29/96. 
witness observations/interviews had been done jointly/severally, 
by the above personnel. 

The 

The purpose of this endeavor was to learn if the 
azimuth intersections of witness sightings might indicate a site 
or general area from which the afomentioned "flare" might have 
been launched. 

The witness info upon which this rendering is based, 
consisted of: sightings of TWA flight # 800; sightings of an 
unusual "flare1@ launched in the direction of flight # 800, which 
lgflaregl seemed to adjust its own course; an orange impact/glow 
upon flight # 800; sightings of a subsequent large and violent 
aerial explosion; and the ultimate crashing of flight # 800 into 
the ocean. 

bmestigatioo on 7/20-29/96 at EAST MORICHES , N.Y. 
File# 265 A NY 259028 1 -  # S 8  b !  I L 
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Listed below are the names of the witnesses, and the 
sites they occupied at the time they observed either TWA flight # 
800, or the "flare" which appeared to rise, to meet it. 

East jetty, Moriches inlet. (p145 129 

363 Deck of Rogers Beach, 
Westfiampton, L. i. 

Dock on marina at Great Gun 
Beach, Smith Point Park 
Beach, Town of Brookhaven, 
L . I .  

bet\ 
bLt% 

Smith Point Park 
Beach,..directly in front of bw 
western-most steps on 
boardwalk. 

&R 
From his boat, approx. 1 mile 
off shore from Moriches 
inlet, East Moriches, N.Y. 

m D - -  USED: u 
During the period cited, the aforementioned F B I ,  DIA 

and SCPD personnel personally visited the exact sites which the 
witnesses had occupied at approx. 8:30 PM, on 7/17/96. 
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Continuation of PD-302 of COMPASS INTERSECTIONS , On 7/20-29/96. Page 3 

At each site, officers Matulewich and Termine used a 
naval compass and a Gamin Global Positioning System (GPS-45) 
instrument to shoot/process the azimuths along which the 
witnesses had reported their observations on the above date and 
time . 

Based upon the witness info, and upon the best 
calculations of officers Matulewich and. Tennine, the following 
results were obtained: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trusaipcbn 7/24/96 

Westhampton Beach New 
te of Birth -11+11) 
g he obsented near 

After being advised he Westhampton Beach High School (WBHS). 
provided the following information: 

was standing in the WBHS parking lot and 
beach. A t  approximately 8:15 PM, he saw over 

-described the projectile as red or 
the tree line at Mill Road what he described as a projectile 
ascend in the sky. 
pink with a trail of w sh smoke. The Droiectile moved in a 
squiggly manner in a southwest direction.- Tiie projectile was 
airborne for six-seven seconds and then met with a shiny object 
that produced white smoke. 
a red ball began to form. The red ball fell in an easterly 
position and at a much quicker pace then the projectile was 
ascending. 

The white smoke disappeared and then 
\ 

-oint of reference on,the Mill Road tree line 
was a telep one p 
the point from where he originally sighted the projectile. 

e next to the yellow fire hydrant. This is 

265A-NY-259028-SUB @ I 

Invatigatkn on 7/18/96 at Westhampton Beach, New York 
n 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On the evening of July 17, 
he had just finishe 
the track located a 
approximately 8:15 PM or 
south westerly direction 

line directly in front of him, an number one) 

parking area. 
vehicle, he observed just above his line of vision, and the tree 

ascending from behind the trees. 

-stated while he was walking back to his 

the south beyond New 
that the sun was directly behind him, 
there were no clouds in the direction he 

was facing. 

white ligh 

his observation, except for, the last second en he believed 
the object impacted with another object. compared the 
moving object to a "fire work.@@ 

- 
-stated object number one appeared 

said the object continued to maintain that 
with a reddish pink aura surrounding it. 

Initially, object one ascende? almost vertically beyond 
the tree,line with no apparent direction and at moderate speed. 
Object one-evolved into a '%quigglyll pattern going up vertically 
and increasing in velocity and t arced off to the right in a 
south westerly direction. d s t a t e d  that the object 
continued to stay just above his line of vision, and he never had 
to pick up his head up to observe the events. 

stated that he observed a second stationary 

which 
two) that appeared to glitter in the sky. 
heading toward object number two, 
not have seen if it was not for object 

I 
\ ,  v 

Investigation on 7/19/96 at Westhampton, New York (telephonically) 
File # 265A-NY-2 
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+$w 
number one drawing his attention to it. However, object number 

. -  
c 

one appeared like it was initially going to slightly miss object 
number two unless it made a dramatic correction at the last 
moment. In less than a second, W b e l i e v  ob ect number 
one impacted with object number two; however, B d x p l a i n e d  
that it occurred when he must have blinked because he did not 
actually sek the point of impact. -then observed a white 
llpuffll (white flash) approximately the size of a small ball in 
the sky, however, he heard no noise. Out of the puff came two 
objects that archedmbard from the initial impact trailing 
smoke. -said the objects than appeared to turn into large 
rectangular balls of fire escending at an angle down past the 
horizon of -the trees. &stated that the rectangular fire 
balls were the equivalent in size to a quarter (1/4) of a piece 
of paper (811X1111) from his vantage. 

Initially, , l a i d  the explosion appeared to be 
approximately 1.5 - 2.5 miles from where he observed the event, 
and he recalled he was concerned that the burning object might 
have landed on Dune Road or the outlying beach area. 

After the burning object fell beyontt the horizon of the 
trees he did not observe or hear anything else. 

F e l i e v e d ,  after some retrospect, the entire 
chain of even s took approximately seven (7) seconds from the 
time he first sees object number one and when the explosion 
occurred. 

L 

- 

urther described object number one as an 
had an oval llheadll with an extremely bright 

white cente'r that had a reddish pink "auraBB about the object. 
The tail was the size of his pinkie nail which seemed to become 
smaller as it ascended in the air. 
moved in a 41squiggly0 pattern which provided a sense of 
direction. 

The tail, grey in color, 

.. 
After the explosion, -got into his vehicle with 

the windows down off and drove in the direction of 
drove to Dune Road, Westhampton, where 
believed he had witnessed some type of 

this occurrence. 
he met his wife. 
explosion over the beach area; however, he did not know actually 
what he had observed. 
plane crash and realized that he had observed the entire 
occurrence. 

Later that d a y , m e a r n e d  of the 

At the conclusion of the intemiew, v r o u g h t  the . .. 
... undersigned Agents to the exact location where he ma e his above 

a+& 
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1 ,- . *.> described observations and he reenacted the events  prior,  during 
and immediately follow event. In addition, a rough draft  drawing was created. 
telephone pole  next to  a yellow fire hydrant located on M i l l  
Road. 

point of reference was a 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dateofb.omiptioa 7/21/1996 

On July 20, 1996, three locations were visited. The 
purpose of these visits was to record general sighting 
information from three (3) previously interviewed witnesses who, 
at these respective locations, made observations of Trans World 
Airlines (TWA) flight 800 and/or ua flare" which seemed to be 
launched in the general direction of !MA flight 800 at 
approximately 8 : 3 0  PM on July 17, 1996. 

The three (3) locations visited were: 

(1) Rogers Beach, West 
for plotting observations previously 

(2) West Hampton Beach High 
plotting observations previously reported 

(3) East side of Center Moriches 
for plotting observations previously reported by 

The personnel making these visits were: 
of Investigation (FBI) - Special Agent (SA) Paul Shea, SA Peter 
C. Casazza, SA William F. Lynch; Suffolk County Marine Bureau 
(SCMB) - Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, Police Officer 
Vincent Termine, Sergeant Charlie Gerlach; Suffolk County Police 
Department (SCPD) - Police Officer Ken Treder; Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer R o b e r t  A. 
Doherty; and Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst Thomas F. 
LeBlanc. 

Federal Bureau 

At the above locations, azimuth directions based on 
witness statements were taken by SeMB personnel using a GPS 45 
Personal Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. 

The purpose of recording this and other similar 
information was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

70 
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BUREAU OF MvEsIlGATION 

Ikboftnnrripcion 5/14/97 

ature of the interview. 
During the course of the interview,-first drew a picture 
of what he saw on the night of July 17, 1996, on a piece of paper 
on which had already been drawn a tree line and ground line 
approximating his view of these frames of reference and the sky 
while facing south (this drawing was labeled #l). 
was visually estimated to extend approximately two (2) degrees 

interview, 
observations, 

Weapon's Technology and Proliferation (a. copy of this drawing was 
labeled as drawing #2a). This drawing was the C.I.A. office's 
probable trajectory of TWA Flight 800 after the last transponder 
reading when viewed by a hypothetical witness perpendicular to 
the flight path of the aircraft. informed that this 
drawing was done by another observer so not to taint his 
observations as conflicting with a government agency's analysis. 
-was also informed the orange 'burste' on the drawing 
ind cated probable points of explosions. -ew his 
modificatio s on this drawing (drawing #2b). 
interview -provided the following information: 

On July 17, 1996, had just finished exercising 
at the track at Westhampton eac High School and walked in an 
approximate direction of southeast toward hie car in the parking 
lot of the school. 
facing south, shoulders square to the Southern boundary of the 
parking lot. -was located a foot or two east of a speed 
bump which ran towards the shore and was located just weet of the 
second row of parking north of the softball fields of the high 

The tree line 

maximum above line. At the conclusion of the 
had drawn his own sketch of his 
given a drawing taken from a slide 
Intelligence Agency's Office of 

During the 

He stopped in the parking lot to stretch 

-> 

v - a t i o n c a  5/8/1997 .t Westhampton Beach, NY 

File# 265A-NY-259028 -cc IkdiCmbd 5/14/1993 
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school. -leaned all the way forward bendi 
while stra 
back, rotated up and looked at the sky. 
sky was clear at this-point. 
stated words to the 
not been looking"), 

the sky close to a telephone pole (near a fire hydrant). 
telephone pole was near the 
ascended 'fairly quick" and h i m p r e s s i o n  was that it had 
risen from somewhere behind and below the tree line as there was 
no space between the tree line and where he had first observed 
it. 
recall seeing a small flame or plume. At some small vertical 
distance above the tree line, this 'firework" (object) angled to 
the right (west)and appeared to 'slow" and 'wiggle" while doing 
so, still ascending upward. in direction, the 

ing his legs for a few shor 

A very sho 
of 'I could have missed it 
observed an object, like 'a fir&wxk', 

to the right or left, a ~ c e ~ & d  in 
Thie 

The object 

rise straight-up, 

ree line on his horizon. 

He could not recall seeing an actual physical object but did 

why he lost 
to 'speed up" and then 

'might have blinked". At the point he lost it, 
the object was still moving up and to the right (west). 

The next two observations recalled making 
almost simultaneously. First, in 

a higher point in the sky, 
tated that he 
direction of the first object and the second 

stated the 'glimmering' 
as o osed to emitting 

object appeared to 'glimmer". 

light. Second, almost immediately after 
object, and "microseconds" or 'seconds" after he had 'lost" the 
first object,-saw a 'red dot' at the "glimmering^ object 

saw a 8 cond 'puff' up and to the left (east) of the 

noted the second 
object appeared to be 

owed by a 'puff". Very quickly after that first 'puff", 

stated he then observed the 'red dot" a 
The eecond 'puff' little to the right of the second "puff". 

turned into a 'fire box" about the size of a finger nail as it 
descended from right t west to east) in an increasingly 

stated that the 'red dot" was more 
magenta colored at that both it and the 'fire box' 
downward sloping arc. 

descended at the same rate of speed - approximately half the 
ould not recall the 'fire box" changing in any way as he 
the object or "firework" he had observed ascend. 

. -.; 
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came down 1- 

had seen the 
lost sight of it below the tree line. 
in the same location on the tree line a 
first object, or 'firework", ascend. 

W h i l e q e x p l a i n e d  what he saw he used his hands 
to simulate the movemen 
to the right at an angle above the horizon for the 'firework' 
object and down and to the left (left half of an upside down T 
shape") for the 'fire box" and dot descending down to his visual 
horizon (the tree line). -recalled the duration that he 
saw the ascending 'firework" object as five ( 5 )  seconds and the 
total duration of his entire observations as twenty ( 2 0 )  seconds. 
He estimated the time that it took the second "puff" to descend 
to the horizon was approximately ten (10) seconds. 

Plotter, which consisted of a clear plastic rectangle on a small 
roller. The clear plastic rectangle had various measurement 

was nautical miles for a chart of 
estimated the height of the first 'puff" 

scales on it, 
scale 1:80,000. 

Nautical Mile Units above the ground line while he held the 

of the objects he had observed - up and 

given a nautical plotting tool, a Weems and Plath 

and have been at approximately six ( 6 )  

at an arm's length. This 5.6 inches. While 
repeated his observations, again estimated the 

first 'puff" (and where he saw the object) to have 
been at a relative height of just greater than the combined 
height of two school buses relative to a standard school bus that 
he observed approximately thirty (30) yards away. 

was horizontally observed somewhere between the small building 
located immediately in front of him (just south of the parking 
lot and immediately west of the softball field) and the larger 
building to the right of the smaller building (located just east 
of the intersection of Depot Road and Mill Road). 

m i n i t i a l l y  thought he had observed a firework 
and decided to attempt to watch more of them down at the beach 
(in the direction his observations occurred) where he was to w e t  
his girlfriend. He stated that when he went down to the beach he 
was asked b a ther man if he had come to the beach to watch the 
fireworks. &replied in the affirmative and the man 
informed him that e did not think there was a fireworks display 
occurring. When h h e a r d  reports of an aimlane crash while 
returning home, he started to wonder whether or not he had eeen 

further estimated that the first 'puff" (and 

L 
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something accidentally hit an aircraft. When he learned it wae a 
Boeing 747 he felt that only a missile could have hit an aircraft 
at that height. In the last several months, 
question his recollection of what he had 
not heard of any determination as to the 
do to a missile. 

remembered was 
had faded somewhat, 

the incident immediately after it occurred. -further 
stated his observations were not altered by hi8 ideas about what 
he thought he had observed as he learned more about what actually 
happened. 

of paper that 
line and ground line (Drawing #l). When given Drawing #2a, 
-felt it was pretty accurate except that it was 'missing 
the entire first part" and sketched that part of his observations 
into the drawing (Drawing #2b). He also added the two separate 
lines of objects descending to the primary thicker black line 
already in the drawing. 

. y 

recollection of his observation8 

with what he recalled of 
stated that what he felt he 

a sketch of what he remembered on a sheet 
e was given which included an approximate tree 

007f- 
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Praoadanoo: ROUTINE u 
To: New York 

From: 

- ..- ~ - - -  
Data: 10/14/1996 

At-: M A C  George Andrew ..-..t 

. - :&, 
. I .  

yen A. Bongardt, eo&. 8277 

Approvod Herman Neil E 'Y Lang Thomas F 

Draft86 By: Bongardt Steven A:sa# 

-80 ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Title: rJNSUB(S) ; - *  - 
EXPLOSION 6 T W A  FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

3 S y l l O p 8 i 8 :  
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

l!!nclomras: 
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douqlas S. 
M a t u l u  su ffolk County Ponce Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning - witness flare sighting plots. 

Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 

L One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 

DOtail8: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions, analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 
System 1G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted hi8 results on a U.S .  Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 
SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his  plotting work for possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

Sb.5 w a59o=-c= 1 
a% 1. LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 
LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 

.;r& 
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@ f - ’ * To: New York From: Herman Neil E 
- ” Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 . . =:;, - . * . -  :-+:+. 

_.  d- -* ~ \u 
These locations have been used in providing possible 

locations of a PIANPAD launch tube or “Stinger” eject motor for 

Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 

=-- - 
acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector . 

within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched. 

... 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U.S. ~ r m y  for the U.S. ‘Stinger” missile system. The 
Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

These 

2 
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b FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

On October 7 ,  1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAM F. 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation ( F B I ) ,  obtained from 

Bureau the below listed items all connected to a compass 
c&ndering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding e 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 
observed a nflare-like@v object rising up toward flight X 800,  
just beforedt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), approximately 8:31 m, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996. These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight X 800. 

during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the sp6ts from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

MAm- of the s-v p 

This rendwag-was based upon FBI interviews done 

L 
Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 

Eight (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800,  i f ,  in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH's rendering did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be.logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

tnveatigation on 10/7/96 at Great River, N . Y .  

File# 265 A NY 259028 

by SA PETER C.  CASAZZA Date dictated 10/7/96 
SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH 

a-4 
ent foatainr n a t h a  r endations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ir b ~ d  to y o u  rgaep; 

ace np to be distributed outride your agency. 
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..' -* -7 1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and ' ?..*.- 

- v  
suggests an area that should logically be searched. 

2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) witnesses which 
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a "flare-like" object rising up 
toward flight # 800. 

3. Seven ( 7 ) ,  more detailed pages, setting forth the names of . 
the paired or individual witnesses; the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed the-beputy Inspector MATULEW1C"s actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses - - 

, *  

4. 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 
intersection of those sightings. 

A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 

5. 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) hed previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date 

3. Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 

Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 

-. 

.. 



ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COuNlY EXECUTM 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 18, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA'Paul Shea - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 &-* 

Gentlemen: - -  
On Saturday, July 20,1996, I became involved in a joint effort 

to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 
witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 
These locathns are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
(LONG). In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number 12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington, D.C. by U . S .  Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. - 

The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 
hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of t h e  witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 8 0 0  may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale! provided by Robert Doherty 'bf the- Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA). All of this information taken togather indicate to 
me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA flight 800 the "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

1. TIAT 40'40.68" TJONG 072'40.66'W L../ 

30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11980 - (516) 852-6000 



. .  .. 

’-./ To: SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

0 0 0 2 b 4  

2. LAT 40’39.19” LONG 072’37.29’W 
! -.: 

The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE -. s. . 
CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibilityexists that theequipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

- -  

L 
DSM : bm 

Enclosures 8 
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Deputy Inspector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 
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LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 "  
LONG 073 '15 .742 'W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 0 9 8 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 0 . 9 6 1 ' N  
LONG 073 '00 .221 'W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 110 ' .  

LAT 4 O o 4 5 . 1 0 4 ' N  ~ - -  -_ 
LONG 072 '55 .968 'W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  colllpa's' was"124 ' .  

3rd 

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 7 4 5 ' N  
LONG 0 7 2 ' 4 6 . 5 7 3 ' W  
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 1 5 0 '  
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 1 5 5 ' .  

b 

- 

LAT 4 0 ' 4 8 . 1 7 2 "  
LONG 0 7 2 ' 4 5 . 3 2 1  ' W  
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 1 5 2 " .  
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 1 6 0 ' .  

- 
LAT 4 0 ' 4 9 . 1 8 7 ' ~  ~- - _  
LONG 072  ' 3 9  ..003 ' W 
Hand h e l d  magnet ic  compass was 1 8 S m .  
Hand h e l d  magnetic  compass was 1 8 7 " .  

-- 
T,AT 4 0 ' 5 0 . 2 9 5 "  

Hand held magnet ic  compass was 225 '  
Hand held magnet ic  compass was 2 2 3 '  

TJONG 072'28 .526'W 

. ' . . . .  . _-. 
' - c  
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Count Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with -and -at the Fire 
Island Coast Guard Station, abylon, New 

a 

. I  

: -.* :. 
r i  ' 

ad previously indicated that 

were taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 
directed the boat 
location of their 

800. The 

co-xswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the -hdicated that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWTCH took the following .readings as 
indicated on' his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich 

as the location of the observations in relationship 
to the re Island Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated 
on D/I Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098'. 

they vand- observed a "flare-1 e object rising over the ocean, on 
immediately before the crash of TWA flight 



. .-  
On 7/29/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy -. " 

.,.,&I Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department 

Fire Island, New Pork. 
Marine Bureau, met with at Davis Park Marina, . z$e. 

. *,Ti;- 
had previously indicated that she had observed p 
ct rising over the ocean, on the 

took D/I MATULEWICH to the location on the 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight 800. 

observations on 7/17/96. 

When indicated that she was in the exact 
location s w d  on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 4 O 0 4 O . 9 6 P l ? ,  'LONG 073'00.221'W. From this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by was the location of her observations in relationsnip to the beach and 
water, and th" magnetic bearing indicated on D / I  MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 

c 

.. 
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy . -. ?3@& -. .. 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL unty Police Department F.?... Marine Bureau, met with 
Bellport, New Pork. 

at the Bellport Yacht, 

had previously indicated that he had observed a 
"flar-ect rising over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight # 8 0 0 .  

[-)returned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH to-ok the following readings as indicated on his Carmin GPS 45: LAT 4Oo45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W. From- this ~- location 

also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by was the location of his obserw+*idns, starting w i t h  an object with a red 
glow, which rose from east to west. The position of the object 
with the red glow, in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 
indicated to'D/T MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124'. 



c 
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:. . On 7 / 2 0 / 9 6 ,  at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' 
.; 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Coun ice Department 
Marine Bureau, met w i t h m a n -  at Great Gun 
Beach Marina, Fire Islan ew or 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

were made from a boat approximately 
indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. 

From the indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 40'45.74W: 
also indicated to D / I  MATULEWICH by 
was t h e  location of the 
room buildingand a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 150'. The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 



' -*& ..- On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of t h e  FBI, 

.&  

Deputy Inspector 
Department 
Abbott's Hart's - -  . '-& 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS that the 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 

indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 
took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin, GPS 45: 
LA'T 40'48.172'N, LONG 072'45.321'W. From this location also  
indicated to D/I 
the location of the 
dock, a Coast Guard Aywila'ry boat also docked on the dock, and to 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a reference point. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 

The magnetic bearing to t h e  flag pole indicated on the 
hand held magnetic compass was 160". 

o w e r e  made from the dock behind their 



On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the F B I ,  
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, S u f f o l k  County Police '- -' ---'*' 
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETP of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New 
Pork. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 

a.,,hhrz;e 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on h i s  GarminGPS 45: LAT40e49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone poleebh'ich were used as a reference points. 

..e -. 
-;7 

~. 
-,.56 . 
'-' 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated onT/T MATULEWTCH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185'. 
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 

\i 
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. - i .y$@"* On 7/22/96, at the request of SA Paul Shea of t h e  FBI, Deputy 
County Police De artment 

<- &..- P Inspector DOUGLAS MATU 
h at . '.+ 
I--- Marine Bureau, met wit1 pm Hampton Bays, New 3 o r k .  

~ - ~ - ------ - ---------- I- 
DeputyInspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that t h e  nhnarvafinn= fin 
7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 b y p  
were made from a boat as the bc-- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

---- ..-- 
From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GIpSs.45: LAT 40'50.295'N, LONG 072'28.526'W. 
From this location a-0 indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 0 
-as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
stern of h i s  own boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot Motor Life Boat 
which was opefating in the area. 

Two observations were taken from on 7/22/96, 
observation #I 
hand bearing compass was 2 2 5 ' .  Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 
indicated on D/I MATULEWTCH'S hand bearing compass was 223'. 

-indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44 foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

the magnetic bearing in 

The magnetic bearing to t h e  observations indicated on the hand 
held magnetic compass was 223'. 

.. 
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Date of transcription - 7/2 

* --=--- -- -a- * . . ~ ~ & V L U . l .  

provided the following infomation: 

At approximately 8 : 2 0  PM on m l v  17 ~ Q Q C  ----- _ _  . 
2-. 

.’#. 
- .* W U E  - - -  --- --- 

walking on the beach at Rogers Pav 
_ _  Westhampton . -  Beach, 4& York. d w a s  with .her three nieces. 

lion on Dune Rosy 
y ,  she observed a whit- -lored While . .  she was looking at the s- - -- - ------ --I 

object that appeared-to be fireGorks travel up ir+- LL.- 
object traveled fast and left a trail. 
come from the water. 
reddish/orangefireball. Two f i reha11 

The obiec 
Seconds later, 

. -------- ---- 
ller tban the first. After the second fiL---** 
heard a thunderous noise for about five second! 

-sed that approximately seven other people wera nn 
t the time of this incident. 

L b Y  U b -  ~ K Y o  
--,-2t appeared to 

s o b s e r v e d  a big ,  _--- ---- e 1 from the sky. Up to 
this point, - did not hear anv sounds- Tho second fireball 

a* - 

x a 

i. --a :.. . . . .. . 
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- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF J " I G A T I 0 N  

Lbteoftwcripcioo 7/21/1996 

On July 20, 1996, three locations were visited. The 
purpose of these visits was to record general sighting 
information from three (3) previously interviewed witnesses who, 
at these respective locations, made observations of Trans World 
Airlines (TWA) flight 800 and/or Ha flare" which seemed to be 
launched in the general direction of TWA flight 800 at 
approximately 8:30 PM on July 17, 1996. 

The three (3) locations visited were: 

(1) Rogers Beach, West Hampton Beach, New Y 

(2) West Hampton Beach High School Parkinu Lot. 
for plotting observations previously reported by -650 
plotting observations previously reported 

(3) East side of Center Moriches 
for plotting observations previously reported by 

of Investigation (FBI) - Special Agent (SA) Paul Shea, SA Peter 
C. Casazza, SA William F. Lynch; Suffolk County Marine Bureau 
(SCMB) - Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, Police Officer 
Vincent Termine, Sergeant Charlie Gerlach; Suffolk County Police 
Department (SCPD) - Police Officer Ken Trader; Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer Robert A. 
Doherty; and Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst Thomas F. 
LeBlanc. 

The personnel making these visits were: Federal Bureau 

At the above locations, azimuth directions based on 
witness statements were taken by SCMB personnel using a GPS 45 
Personal Navigator and a hand bearing magnetic compass. 

The purpose of recording this and other similar 
information was to allow for future interpretation of this data. 

70 
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FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D . o e O f ~ r i p t i c m  7/23/1996 

- L) Date of Birth b-! 
residence est Hampton Beach, New York ( W ) ,  
was recontacted for the purpose of obtaining azimuth direction. 
for her observations on July 17, 1996 of Trans World Airline. 
(TWA) flight 800 and/or na rocketn which was reported in pr-viouo 
July 19, 1996 interview by Federal Bureau of Investigation (nI) 
Special Agent (SA) Angela DiBella. -88 taken to the 
location of those observations at Rogers Beach, West Hampton 
Beach, NY, where she provided information to Suffolk County 
Marine Bureau (SCMB) Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, who 
plotted readings using a GPS 45 Personal Navigator and a hand 
bearing magnetic compass. 
the following individuals: FBI: SA Paul Shea, SA Peter Caoarza; 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer 
Robert A. Doherty, and Surface to Air Missile Armaments Analyst 
Thomas F. LeBlanc. 

Also present during this contact were 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow for future interpretations of this data, 

. ,; 
. . !  
. .  . -. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INI'ESTTCATIOS 

Date of transcription 

.'. +sa 

7/23/96 

Date of Birth: -Place 
was interviewed at his residence 
New York, telephone:- 

of the Federal Bureau of 

urpose of the 

Investigation, New York Office; and Investigator JOHN P. KEARY of 
the New York State Police, Troop L. -was advised of the 
identity of the interviewers and that the 
interview concerned TWA Flight 800. 
the following information: 

thereafter, provided -e 
m a d v i s e d  on July 17, 1996 from 7:30-1O:OO 

he was fishing with his two f r i e n d s , - a n d e  
on the pier at the end of Union Street, Center Moriches, New 
York. The pier is a U-shape projection into the bay. - 
indicated the were fishing from the middle of the U, facing 
south, and y was to his left. 

pink/red dot appeared in the 
which he rnitially thought was a 
a dot arced upward, and then there 

An oval mass of flames descended 
noted he did not hear any sounds relating to - indicated the pink/red dot went from his right 

to his left heading southeast. 

555 265A-NY-259028-SUW . 
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- P  

m w a 8  telephonically interviewed by 
Investigator JOHN P. KEARY of the New York State Police 
Department. The interview was conducted on July 19, 1996. - 

k@ B a d v i s e d  she was on a sailboat in Shinnecock 
Bay.. 
air and did not see anything prior to that. 

She advised that she only saw the burst of flames in the 
- 

bg\ - Date of Birth- same 
address, was also interviewed with similar results. 

It is noted that th-were sailing as part of 
the "lightning fleet" based out of the Southampton Yacht Club. 

i 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tMrription 7/21/96 

f f ice Box mRemsenburg, New York, 
telephone --er was contacted being advised at the of Westhampton the identity 

provided the following regarding 
Beach Yacht Squadron (WBYS 
of the interviewing agent 
what he witnessed on July 17, 1996. 

-said at approximately 8:30 P.M. he was on the 
deck of the WBYS. 
as an orange or red flare ascending over the Atlantic Ocean. 

;: 
about 1/2 r n l  e from the Barrier Island of Westhampton Beach, New 
York. 

His attention was called to what he described 

.b thought the flair or projectile, which was already 
straight up into the sky beyond the Barrier 
advised that the WBYS is on Morichee Bay and ie 

the projectile was in the air for about 

a red ball that ultimately fell into 
said the flair at some point disappeared and 

t h e  ocean. 

IC\ estigation on 7 / 1 8 / 9 6 at Westhampton Beach, NewfYob 

 le 4 265A-NY-259028 
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On July 19, 1996, the followin 
PaTJw conducted by Special Agent PAuT~ T 

of the Federal Bureau nf Tnveat - 
independently at 
New York. The ~ 

SQUADRON seated 
a stick-like flare, orange/yellnw i n  pn11 
the sky. No movement of the fl- 
this obsefiation. In addition,l 
separate into to distinct fireba--- - 
it waB accompanied by-a trail of black smoke. 

=I 

__ ____ ----- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 07/26/96 

East Islip, New York, 
ty of the interviewing 
nd provided the 

s a Captain. - 
gle passenger whose 
g south and was less 

than a mile from the turn buoy when to the east, he saw a red and 
white dot. 

described the dot as moving as if it were a 
at its highest point it slows and 

then he saw a huge red explosion. 
said he only saw the red and white 

dot as it arced a 
The explosion appeared to be a starburst that was a brilliant 
--.a 

hought it was very close to their boat because 
of the brigh t ness of it and was shocked to find that it was so 
far away. 

265A-NY-253028-Su§'~~ __---- 
- 

Imastigalion on 0 7 / 2 0 / 9 6 at East Islip, New York (telephonicaiiy) 

L u F , I ~ #  265A-NY-259028 
- 6  

SA ERICK J. LAUBER/hrg , ' -  Date di:btcJ 07/20/96 - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESIlGATlON 

Date of transcription 07/22/96 

-advised that he is a captain as designated by 
the United States Coast Guard (USCG), and has been employed as a 
deckhand and/or captain for the last thirteen (13) years. 

On July 17, 1996, -stated he was on the ferry 
boat 
Islan-e from the Pine Turn buoy. 
as a deckhand for-who was in comman 

stated he saw a reddish/whitish dot of light at the top of an arc 

sighting, h a d v i s e d  he saw a Itbrilliantit red flare descend 
with no definable shape. -estimated the approximate time 
period between seeing the ot of light and seeing the red flare 
at two (2) to three ( 3 )  seconds. 

heading southbound, heading out towards Fire Fwas acting of the boat. 
-was in the wheelhodse by the port side door. - 

'L and startin to descend. A t  some point below the initial 

The weather conditions were described as very clear, 
wind blowin between five ( 5  and ten (10) miles. After seeing 
the f l a s h . b s t a ted* alled the USCG and informed 

initially called the USCG on Channel 16, and switched to 
hem that a distress flare een seen on the Great South Bay. t annel 22, the emergency line. 

Upon returning to Sayville, -filled out the 

Information on - 
Date of Birth: 
Social Security 

Address : 

Employment: 

hvestigation on 0 7 / 2 0 / 9 6 at Sayville, New York . .  

File# 265A-NY-259028 %@ 3-sQI 3 s  
SA Timothy L on\- SA Richarwggy/ATF 

by SGT. IlIRRY-PD Datcdictatrd 07/20/96 
00 /3 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dalcd  trmrabtiom 07/24/96 

On the evening of July 17, 1996,-observed what 
appeared to be a roman candle shoot up over the ocean from land. 
This occurred at approximately 8:25 p.m. This device shot off a 
large quantity of red and yellow sparks. However, there was an 
explosion at the end of its flight. -was standing at the end of the dock at the CENTER YACHT C 
facing southeast when he observed this. 

B in Center Moriches 

pointed 
Last Name Unknown) 

telephone observed this after it out. 

place of employment is I- Bellport, New York, 

265A-NY-259028-SUB @ (  - 

‘ d i n a t i o n  on 07/19/96 at Medford, New York 
Pile # 265A-NY-259028 

SA KEVIN P. M-I 
by SA MICHAELMW Date dictated 07/19/96 w -  

b5Py 
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Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/17/96 of the New York Air 
National Guard (ANG), 
West Hampton Beach, NY, provided the attached interview summary 
to DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT. 

&' 8 

I , Investigation on 7 /18 /96  at West Hanpton Beach, NY 
i 

File # 265A-NY-259028 b 
4- 

DET. WAYNE T .  PAROLA N" 
by DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT Date dictated 7/19/96 

/pJs This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. I t  is the properly of the FBI and is loaned to your y m q :  
i l  and its contents are not to be di\tributed outside your agency. 
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AT APPROXT#ATOtY 2030 & O W  T m  \-a A MEMBBR OF THB AIR 4'90 
NATIoeOAL wf 
NOTICPD A RIDD 0- FALLIN0 OUT OF TRB SXY (TCIIS OBJBCT WAS POSSIBLY OM 
FIRE BUT W S  COULD MOT BE DISCERNED DUE TO XIOR AbTITWB.) TlfS Objpcp 

WHO HAS STAWOIWO ON THE mUUD AT QABMSKI FIEID 

PD ON Aw p8TIYATPD SO DIORPE TRAJSCTORY MOVIHO WEST TO WhSV. IIR. DpBcp*D OOATCH~D mi OEJPCT FALL FOR mow 5-a SEW umm IT mmer m o  
A m S W A T C n O F F L A Y t C 8 .  T M I S W A 8 A W I D D E W m f  1 9 O s o t l l D O F u O  
KXPLOSIo19 WAS HEARD BY --.L)(Hzew THE 0- S W D W L Y  BURST IHTO 
FLAbdgS I T  WAS AT AN AWLS OF APPROXIMATELY 40 DE- ABOVB THB HORIZW 
WITH 1(R-ACTW(I SSW JLEVROXIWATELY llwy PROll T€iE YArW AREA OF 
DEBRIS. - "60 ErzrIoHT 64-7 RtOIltJEER AI4D-A "60 6m PILOT 

=RE mYIEsO AT Aw ALTITUDB OF APPROXIMATELY 300 AT OF 
Ro#o9AY 24 AT QABRBSKI AIRPORT. THSY W X . r p l r a s r u  WIA? AOPPARPD 'M) Bp A 
LARGE SECTTON OF DEBRIS (POSSIBLY A SECTION OF -0 BOX AND 
ENGULFRD I# FLAMBS, FALLIbtO V-TICALLY, SPIRALIWO WITH A COR118cRB# 
SMOKBTMIL ABOVE. AS IT DES-= A IdRoE PI= ALSO W w  r# PLAYIS 
BROm OFF. BOTH STRUCK THE WATER JWD SAMK. THE ItBLICOPTSR I(A8 ABOUT 7" 

APPROXIMATBLY lNM FROM THP IMP- POIN ICBD DObRIS, SOME OF 

ALTITUDO OF THE LAROP PIECE OF IICLAWXHG UBBRIS WW PAW%' 8ooTTpD DY T H U  
AT APPROXIMATBLY 4-5000 m T .  

THE MAIM PI= OF DBBRIS APPARlENTtY WAS BUBBLIDIO t10 WSL WXIcrl IQlITQ 
OH THE -ACE AND CAUSm A CII(CtJtAR AREA OF 
FEST IH D-. Tm 
THP SURF'. 'PIIOIIE lsRp A uK)XIIE8 WTICOD IH THIS w. A P F R O X I H A ~ Y  
SO RET FROM TW -IN0 AWII-OTIm A SBCTIOIII 011 A I M  - b58 
POSSIBLY 0ELWGrwO TO THE TAIL SECTIOW. IT WAS PhtITR WITH SOME ROD 
COLOR. THIS 88CTIOcI SAUK APPROXIMhT#LY 1-3 MXWUTBS IA- AHD UAS HOT 
FIR# AT TIIS PINE. THE CO-ORDINA- OF THIS POSSIBW mBR OR STAB 
SECTION SAWIC AT WAS 140.39 .O f  W7233.63 'AopRoxIMA~T 1/2 Iqw SOUTMWXST 
OF THE P " 0  DEBRIS AREA JW DWWOOATPD ARPA OF SUL& PIP- Or #ZOATI#O 
DEBRIS APPROXIMATELY 300 R B T  luo m6TH.  HOT obt FIRB Am 

SECTION. JN THE 1MMF:rJ ! .';TI ARPA SIIRROWDINO AMD -0 mIS DKBRI !: MRE 
ABOUT 20-30 BODIES. THISB BODIES SHOWED EVIDPWCS OF HI- =ACT OAYAoIi 
WITH CLOTHING BLOW O F F  AND DISHEMBERMENT. NONE OF THE BODIICS !iAD LIPP 
JACKETS OM. AT LEAST ONR AN0 POSSIBLY TWw i-IRCRAPT SLIDE RABTS lRRp ALSO 

-OM T U  IMPACT POINT AND 1-IATELY PROCEEDPD TO TIfB AREA. 

WHICH WAS ox PIWE, STILL mmme Dowe Wilwb mwnta- TRAT mat 

b% 
APRRO%IMATSLY 200 

CmT- TO SPREAD AS NOR# lroa C M E  TO 

THIS DIPBRId 
CONSISTH) OF S l Y R O ~ J U d  LIKY lUTPRlAL ALOWO W I T "  # KLAc3E WIwDoW 

L N O T I C E D  NbsAR THIS 8B(b;A OB' DEBRIS ONE #As APPROXIMTBLY HALF INFLATED AND 
"1 3"s LIGHTS F;; 'I .I \ ATEL). 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF JNVJBTIGATION 

Dueof,fmnrcriptioo 
07/24/96 

New York Air 
National Guard (NYANG) was interviewed at the headquarters of the 
NYANG by Special Agents Joseph P. Fanning and Kurt B. Huertas, 
who identified themselves as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI), on July 20, 1996,-was re- 
interviewed by Special Agent Fanning and New York City Police 
Department (NYCPD) Detective Thomas Corrigan on a routine follow- 
up interview. -then supplied the following 
information: 

On Wednesday evhning, July 17, 1996, -was 
involved in a routine training flight at the Westhampton NYANG 
base where he is assigned. He was the enaineer on an " 6 0  

U heliaopter. 

was making the second 
over the radio say, p i s  that a pyro?" 
explained that pyro is a term for a flare. 

The " 6  was being flown at tGe time by co-pilot 

ass at a drop sight when he 
who was sitting in the left seat. 

They were qoincr to be 
working that night with a HC-130, but no mention had been iade of 
flares being dropped in the initial briefing. o w a s  
also in the cockpit with- 

then looked up and saw a fire erupting and 
spreading-sky to the south and dropping down. The 
helicopter then informed the tower, who had also seen the fire, 
that they were proceeding towards it.-reported it 
took about eight (8) seconds for the major part of the fire to 
hit the water. 

Richardson's initial thought was that two small planes 
had collided at the beach. When the helicopter got to the beach, 
the fire was still out to sea about five ( 5 )  miles. During the 
flight out to the site, fuas still in the back of the 
helicopter getting ready or a rescue. 

Iweaigatba on .t Westhampton, New York 

by SA Joseph P. Fanning 1JPF:amo) qw mte- 07/20/96 . -..- 

' 4 ~ b 1  265A-NY-2590*1d c 

SA Kurt B. Hu rta$;NYCPD Detectiv mas Corrigan 

O/Sf 
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When the scene, debris was 
job to keep an eye out 

for falling debris. falling, the 
still falling down 

C-130, which also had been in the air, flew over the scene and 
dropped a marker flare. 
included a tail section and window panel, the helicopter notified 
the NYANG tower that an airplane was down. 
back that Kennedy Tower had lost a 747. 

After reviewing the debris, which 

The tower radioed 

saw a large group of bodies and an oval 
debris fi-300 feet i 
flew back to the base to pick up 
Pararescue EMT. After picking 
returned to the crash scene. I 
go back to g e t w a n d  return, the group of bodies had 
alread drifted about four (4) miles to the south/southwest. 

to assist the Coast Guard. 
attempted no rescue operations. 

Y reported they overflew the area for awhile, attempting 
No survivors were observed so they 

b 

The explosion went from west to east. - knew 
at the time it was a fuel fire. The smoke trail from the 
dropping debris’ was black and it cork screwed downward. 

The HC-130 that was up in the air at the time did not 
deploy any flares prior to the explosion. It did deploy over 
eighty flares after the explosion at the request of the Coast 
Guard. 

The following descriptive data fori-) 
was obtained by interview and observation: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/17/96 of the N,ew York A i r  
National Guard ( A N G ) ,  
West Hampton Beach, NY, provided the attached interview summary 
to DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT. 

J P  L . 7 Investigation on 7 /18 /96  a i  West Hanpton Beach, NY 

File 2 6 5 A - N Y - 2 5 9 0 2 8  L 
DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA 

# 

by DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT Date dictated 7/19/96 

/pJS This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents arc not to be drstributcd outside your agency. 
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WD b61 b50 
18 July 1996 I W ~ V I P W  09ITHl-b 

TWA PLIGHT 800. T m  BY FAA INSPBCTOR 
FSDO 15 

AT APPROXIMATELY 2030 LOCAL TIHE 1-b A MEMBER OF THB AIR 490 
NATIONAL w, 
NOTI- A RPD 0- F A L L ~ O  OUT OF THE SKY (THIS OBjseCT 1(A8 POSSIBLY obl 
FIRE BUT W S  COULD MOT BO DISCERNED DUE TO HIOH ALTI-E.) TllE O&I#?p 

ON Aw BSTIYATseD SO DIORBP TRAJECTORY YOVIM0 WBST TO liiV&ST. YR. 
OOATCHlDD THE OBJECT FALL mR M O W  5-8 m S  I T  BWWT Il9TO 

A SMATCn OF m. nlI8 A m g W  PVE#T, MO 8ooRID OF All d #HEW THE OB- SUD0-Y boLIsT INTO EXPLOSION WAS H W  BY 
PLAMPS IT WAS AT AN MOLE OF A P P R O X I M A m Y  40 DE- ABOVE HORIZON 
WZTH NR-FACXaJG SSW JWFROXIMATPLY 1- FROM THE YAIW ARBA OF 
DEBRIS. 

UXO WAS STAUDIMO ON THE OROuND AT oABI(psII[I FIELD 

dmr 

64-7 6m - HMO ~ I O H T  PWOINEER R H ~ O  PILOT 
FLYIHQ AT AM ALTITWDE OF APPROXIMATELY 300 FEET AT THE PWD OF 

RuwooAY 24 AT OABROsltI AIRPORT. TREY WI- WRAT APPBARPD TO 83 A 
LARGE SECTTON OF DEBRIS (POSSIBLY A SECTION O F  WIWO BO% AND RlSpLAOp) 
ENGWLPRP IM FLAYPS, FALLIWd VERTXCALLY, SPXRALLbfo WITH A COR1c8cRBn 
SMOKgTMIL ABOVE. AS IT DES-ID A IAWE PXgC8 ALSO EM- a 
BROKE O F F .  BOTX STRUCK THE WATER AWD SANK. THE HBLICOPTBR UAS ABOUT 7bM 

APPROXIMATPLY 1lW THE =ACT POIN 1- DSBRIS, SOWE OF 
WHICH WAS OX FIRE, S T f U  RAIMIMO DOW RWTWATES TXAT ‘Mfp 
ALTITUDS O F  THE tARoI PIBCE OF FLAMING UBBRIS W,FlW+ 8POTTpD BY T I f U  
AT APPROXIMATELY 4-5000 FIOPT. 

TI;IE MAIM PI= OF DOBRIS APP-TLY PQAS BUBBLIIQG) W WICfl IQIITm 
OW THP SURF” Ablo CAUSED A CIRCtlLAR AREA OF pzAyI8 APPRO%IyAMLY 200 
m T  Ill D-. THE m I I o u I D  TO SPRBM AS MORI WBL CAME TO 
THE suE(FAcp. m B  A RM BOQISS NOTICPD Iw TIUS AREA. uPpE#)xIX&TSLY 
50 lRBT 
POSSIBLY 8SLOUOmG TO THE TAIL SECTIo1Q. IT WAS MII- WITH SOME RPD 
COLOR. THIS SICPLW W K  APPROXIMATBLY 1-3 M I N U T 8 8  WT8R AWD MA8 nOT ob0 
FIR8 AT THB T m .  THE CO-ORDINATE6 OF THIS POSSIBLE m P R  OR STAB 
SPCTION sAwo[ AT oQIL8 W40.39.0, WO7237.63. APFRO%XMAmY 1/2 #M SUWHWBST 
OF THE FLAMING DSBRIS AREA AU OLONQATED AREA OF SMALL PIIocy8 OP FLOATIBIO 
DEBRIS APPROXIMATELY 300 FEBT Ill W O T H .  THIS DEBRI#kAS NOT OM FIRB AUD 
CONSIsnPED O F  STYROBQAM L I U  YATBRLAL ALOWO W I T H c W E L A t 3 X  WXWDOW 
SECTION. r# THE IE1MF:l)!-.TE AREA S U R R O ~ I I O  AND -0 THIS DlcBR’I!: W:fR19 
ABOUT 20-30 BODIES. THSSE BODIES SHOWPD EVIDPWCP OF HIOfl  IXPACT 
WITH CLOTHINO BLOW O F F  AND DISMEMBERMQJT. HONE OF THE BODIBS HAD LIPP 

L F R O M  THE IMPACT OOIMT AND -1ATBLY PROCOPDBD TO AREA. 

6% 

TH1 buA#r#O A R R A ~ O T I C Q  A SBCTIOW OF A I M  -gb 

JACKETS ON. AT Lmsr o m  ANU POSSIBLY TW- AIRCRAFT SLIDE RAFTS ORRO ALSO 
U O T I C E D  N ~ ~ A R  THIS #&&A OF’ DEBRIS ONE WAS APPROXIMATELY HALF INFLATm AND 

H N )  ITS LIGHTS r”\Z ’I I 8 ATEX). 

ADD=-: I, - . 
CRASH SLTR AT APAJ~;w.. !hlOh’PR 3n28 LOCAL r PELT AND HEARD A MtlFFLm 
EXPLOSION WHLCH W\TTLEU l’HM V7?””t OF MY HOUSE AND WHICH I ASSUMED WAS A 

: AT HOME APPROXIMATELY 15 NM FROM T H E & O  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INIWJITGATION 

W of amscription 7/24/96 

New York Air National Guard 
(NYANG) was interviewed at the headquarters of the NYANG by 
agents Joseph F. Fanning and Kurt B. Huertas, who identified 
themselves as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI). 
information: 

Baur then supplied the following 

-is employed as a pilot for the United States 
Customs Service, and is assigned to 
operating out of MacArthur Airport, Ronkonkoma, New York (NY), 
telephone number 

or the NYANG and is 
assigned to the located at Westhampton, NY. At 

routine training 
approximately was piloting an "60 helicopter on a 

pilot, and flight engineer- 

of approximately 300 feet, 
over Runway 24, at Gabreaki Airport, Westhampton, NY. Also on 

L 
-first noticed what he thought was a flare and said 

into the helicopter's radio, "1s that a pyro?ii- explained 
pyro is a term for a flare. 
multiple explosions which bled into a fiery monolith.- 
first thought was that two things had flown into each other. 
explosions spread into a huge fireball. 
appeared by shape to be like a boomerang, engulfed in flame, 
falling vertically and spiraling with a corkscrew smoketrail 
above. As it descended, he saw large pieces break off that were 
also engulfed in flames. These pieces struck the water in about 
eight ( 8 )  seconds. 

There was then a succession of 

He witnessed what 
The 

The helicopter was about seven ( 7 )  nautical miles from 
the impact point and he immediately flew it towards the area. 
Approximately one (1) nautical mile from the impact point they 
noticed debris, some of which was on fire, still coming down. 
Baur estimated the large piece of flaming debris that corkscrewed 
into the ocean was at about four thousand to five thousand feet 
(4000'-5000') when it w a ~  first observed by them. 

InvtJtiguionon 7 / 2 0 / 9 6  at Westhampton, New York 
~ f i ~ t  2 6 5 A - N Y - 2 5 9 0 2 8 - c e  

by SA Joseph P. Fanning fJPF:amo) E d i c a d  '7120196 
SA Kurt B. HuertKsihYCPD Detective Thoma orrigan; 
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ConriDuption of FD-302 of ,on 7/20/96 .me 2- 

When they arrived at the scene, he observed a large 
section of water with jet fuel floating on the surface which was 
on fire. Nearby he saw two (2) large sections of debris, one 
which was red and one which was white.-believes these were 
the rudder and elevator. At about this time, his flight control 
at the base radioed him that the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) had just reported that they had lost contact with a Trans 
World Airlines (TWA) 747.  -immediately knew that he was 
looking at the debris of t at plane. 
was a semi-inflated liferaft or escape chute. Approximately one- 
half (1/2) mile to the southwest of the fire was a contained oval 
body of debris which had a lot of bodies on each side of it. 
-saw two (2) other bodies closer to the fuel fire on the 
water. A fuselage window section was also floating near the 
escape chute. 

Not far from this debris 

A lot of the bbdies in the water showed evidence of 
high impact damage with most of their clothing off. 
bodies were headless. 

A number of 
u 

In recalling the events of that night,-believes 
that he might have observed something in the air prior to the 
initial explosion that led him to believe that two (2) objects 
had collided in the air. 

-and his flight crew had estimated that they had 
, observed approximately eighty (80) dead bodies in the water. 

The helicopter's GPS fixed the coordinates of the 

-advised he never saw a missile smoke trail and 

rudder and elevator at N40.39.0 and W07237.63. 

stated that since he had been a military aviator he had seen many 
of these and believe8 he would recognize one. 

The following descriptive information is available for - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INvEsTlGATION 

Date of transcription 8/12/96 

United States Customs pilot, was 
interviewed at his place of employment at Islip MacArthur 
Airport, Ronkonkoma, New York.-was advised of the identity 
of the interviewers.-was further advised that the purpose 
of the interview was to conduct a routine follow-u interview of 
his observation on the evening of July 17, 1 9 9 6 . b w a s  shown 
a copy of a draft FD-302 of his initial interview which he read 
thoroughly. -then supplied the following information: 

-4  - 

refueling mission in an "-60 helicopter for the 106th National 
Aerospace Rescue Squadron of 
106th is based in Westhampton. - Also during this missi 

to a drop 
needed to make a parachute jump from a HC-130. *u 

-had already completed his practice approach 
in the pilot's right s e a t . w h a d  taken over piloting the 
aircraft in his left seat and had begun his approach. 

It was at this time that-bserved a flare like 
object he described as appearing like a white beam with the head 
of the beam appearing to be red and crackily. 
object appeared to come from left to right and then exploded. A 
series, or group, of explosions then worked their way back from 
the initial explosion. 
brilliant red. 
trajectory after the explosion. 
straight down in flames. 
appeared to have almost a boomerang shape and was completely 
engulfed in flames. The explosions were red and the series of 
explosions were on a plane or straight line. 

This flare type 

The flames from the explosion were a 
Whatever the flare type object hit had no 

It appeared to stop and go 
The major piece of debris that fell 

The smoke plume that followed the boomerang type debris 
that fell in flames was bronze in color. 

Invesngation on 7 / 2 5 / 9 6 at Ronkonkoma, New York 

File# 265A-NY-259028 a*&, I 
SA JOSEPH P. FANNING/ 

by Det . THOMAS CORRIGANf&D/JPF/pan Dakdiciated 7/26/96 
n v s  

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
if a d  its Cnntrnts a r r  wt rn hr t t i e m k i d  n i i rcLl r  vnnw J~--C., 
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Continuation of FD-302 of 2. On 7/25/96 . w e  2 

-had the im ression that something had struck the 
front of the airplane. h i m m e d i a t e l y  flew the "-60 toward 
the area of the explosion. 

fire on the surface. Nearby observed two airplane 
;Yere still falling from the sky. 

parts, one being red and the other white, floating on the surface 
of the ocean. 
and an airplane escape chute floating on the surface. 

When he reached the area, debris' 
a large patch of 

Not far from this wreckage he observed two bodies 

Approximately one-half mile south, southwest of the 
fire-observed a large oval shaped debris field that had 
multiple bodies floating on both sides. 

-hen flew the "-60 back to the Westhampton base 
of the 106th to pick up a couple of parachute rescue specialists. 
The "-60 then returned to the area in an attempt to assist with 
any needed rescues. Unfortunately no survivors were observed and 
the helicopter and its crew eventually returned to base. U 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/17/96 of the  New York Air 
N a t i o n a l  Guard ( A N G ) ,  
West Hampton Beach, NY, provided t h e  attached i n t e r v i e w  summary 
to DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH ENGELHARDT. 

Investigation on 7/ 18/96 ai West Hanpton B e a c h ,  NY 

File # 265A-NY-259028 
DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA * L 

by DET.  KENNETH ENGELHARDT Date dictated 7/19/96 

/pJs This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your rgcncy; 
i t  and its contents are not I O  be distributed outside your agency. 



AT APPROXIMATPLY 2030 LOCAL T I l c  1-a A MEMBER OF TMB AIR 49D 
NATIWAL w, WIO K4S STAMDING ON THE OROuND AT OABRDSKI FIBID 
NOTICBD A OBJBCT FALLXNO OUT OF THE SKY (THIS OBJECT WhS POSSIBLY obl 
FIRE BUT W S  COULD NOT BE DISCERNED D m  TO HI-  U T I - B . )  THR OBJIcf 

DPBCP*DPD WATCHm THE OBJSeCT FALL FOR ABOUr 5-8 SBCOMDS Mtlcw IT BURST IMTO 
ON AN -1llATPD 50 DPORSP TRAJWTORY MOVING OSTST TO WST. MR. 

A LARoBe SWATCH OF PuUllicG. THIS oeA8 A SUDD= EvploT, MO SotlRD OF WI 
EXPLOSION WAS HBARD BY -#HE# THE OB- IoIwDmLY IHTO 
FLAMES I T  WAS AT AN ANGLE OF A P P R O X I M m Y  40 DBORBES ABOVE THZ HORIZOM 

DEBRIS. 
WITH MR-FACINO ssw WPEIOXIMATELY iim FROM THE YAIW AREA OF 

~ 

HMO ~ I ~ H T  64-7 DWOLNBER ANDLA "60 6.m PILOT 

WERE FLYIWO AT AM ALTITUDE OF APPROXIMATELY 300 FEST AT THB RID OF 
RUMWAY 24 AT OABRESAI AIRPORT. THEY WITMBSSOL) 99"p APPDARPD TO 89 A 
LARGE SECTTON OF DEBRIS (POSSIBLY A SECTION OF WINO BOX AND PtlsELAOO) 
~ G W L F R D  IN FLAMES, FALLIN0 VBRTICALLY, SPIRALIWO WITH A CO- 
SMOKETHAIL MOVE.  AS IT DSSCPRDID A LAROE PIICB ALSO Rtmm IEI RJuaLID 
BROPOD OFF. BOTH STRUCK THE WATPR AND S M X .  THP HBLICOPTER WAS ABOUT 7l4H 

APPROXIMATELY 1NM FROM THE INPACT POIN ICPD DEBRIS, SONE OF 
WHICH WAS ON FIRE, STILL R A I H ~ O  mm ullub RRWMATHS THAT THH 
ALTITWE OF THE LAROI PIECE OF W I N G  DBBRIS WASi FlWF SPOTTID BY TMII 
AT APPROXIMATELY 4-5000 FEET. 

THE UIW RIECS OF DPBRIS APPARENTLY HAS BUBBLIHO UP ARL WICR IaOITQ 
oht TilB SURFACE A#D CAVSSD A CIRctlLAR AREA OF FLAIp8 APPROICIMATSLY 200 
FEET IM DIAMBTER. TRI COW- TO SPREAD AS WRI W#L CAME TO 
THE GURFACE. TRER8 A Bpn BODZSS NOTICED r# THIS AEIEA. AppROxIMATBLY 
SO FEET TWP BuRllIWQ AWA-OTICPD A SECTIOW O F  AI- 
POSSIBLY BlpLOWGrWO TO THE TAIL SECTION. IT MAS WHITE WITH SOME 
COLOR. THIS SEC"1oW SAUK APPROXSUhmLY 1-3 MI- IrAT.R AHD UAS MOT OH 
FIRE AT TIU TXXR. THE CO-ORDINATES OF THIS POSSIBLIC IUJWPR OR STA8 
SPCTION SMK AT HAS W40.39 .O, W7237.63. APPROXIMATELY 1/2 #M t3-T 
OF THE FLA#1100 DBBRIS ARm Aw PLWGATIOD OF SMALL PIBCYlB OF FLOATIN0 
DEBRIS APPROXIMATYLY 300 FEET 1% LPWOTH. THIS D B B R I 6 ~ h S  MOT OM FIRE AMD 
CONSXSTlR7 OF STYROMlAM LIKL; WATBRlAL ALoW6 W I T H i m S L A O E  WINDOW 
SECTION. JN THE IMMIJ) ' .;TP ARPA SURROWDING AWD MO-0 THIS DKER'I!: W t a  
ABOUT 20-30 BODIIS. THESE BODIES SHOOQED EVIDmCE OF WIOH IMPACT OAyAoO 
WITH CLOTHING BLOhTl OFF AND DISMEMBERMENT. NONE OF THE EODIOS HAD LIFE 

i/FROM THg IMPACT POIWT AND IwPnXATgLY PROCBEDED TO THB m. 

k% 

JACKETS ON. AT LEAST ONR AND POSSIBLY TWu i.fRCRABT SLIDE RAPTS ORRE ALSO 
b N O T T C E D  N U R  THIS A U A  OF' DEBRIS ONE MAS APPROXIMATELY HALF INFLATE0 AMD 

H N )  3 TS LIOHTS r".C 'I 1 \ ATEX). 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESIlGA'IlON 

On July 18, 1996, S 
interviewed - -  qw!RP 
Coast Guard Station in Ea 
following information: 

I - .  

On the night of Wednesday, July 17, 1996, at 
approximately 8:30PM,f-I.rwas travelling west on Sound 
Avenue in Northville. Aa he made a left onto Tuthills Lane, Mr. 
-wife,- observed a glowing airplane travelling in a 
straight line to the south out over the Atlantic Ocean. - 
then observed what appeared to be a red beacon emanating from the 
aircraft. At this point, both-bani-b 
observed the aircraft steeply decline approximately forty-five 
degrees, then explode, followed instantly by a second explosion. 
The latter was larger than the first. 

fireball which rapidly descended beyond their sight. 
distinctly visible. 
glowing aircraft and the initial explosion was approximately 
three (3) seconds. 
their observations. 

L The explosions resulted in a flaming orange/red 
Flames were 

The elapsed time between observation of the 

Neither individual heard anything relative to 

# 

L 

by SA Robert M. Lewicki 7 i i - Y O U  

n i r  document connins neither ~eommendloolu ' nor eonclusims of Ihc FBI. It is tbc property of tbc FBI md is 
/fm it a d  its contcnu arc not IO be distributed outside vwr agency 
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,- was interviewed by Detective . -- HEN JENSEN of the Suffolk County 
Police Department. The interview was conducted on July 19, 1996. 

In furtherance of the investigation of the crash of 
TWA, Flight 800, on July 19, 1996, at 17:15 Hours, conducted an 
interview of Mr.and Mrs. The -of 
60 Apollo Drive, Aquebogue, New York, report that while driving 
southerly on Church Lane, Aquebogue, New York, they observed the 
following details: 

Mrs. o r e l a t e s  observing while looking southerly, 

The unusual golden color of the elongated object 
a golden glowing, moving object, easterly direction above the 
tree top line. 
drew Mrs. - attention. 
the object and though a 
to be a plane. Mrs. &,states, suddenly the plane took an 
unusual, 4 5  degree dive with no visible flames or smoke. Below 
the tree top line, a large reddish, flaming fireball immediately 
rose above the tree line, where the plane had descended. The 
entire observation was approximately (90) 
No observation of any object or rojectile from the ground to 
plane, was witnessed. 
recollection of the explosion, see attached drawing. 

Mrs. -noticed a red light on 
roximately 15-20 miles out, assumed it 

seconds in duration. 

Mr. d a l s o  submitted a drawing of his 

+ .. .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 0 7 / 2 6 / 9 6  

of Investigation; SA Barthelomew Aversano, Alcohol Tobacco and 
Firearms (ATF) and Suffolk County Police Department Detective 
William Jardsz. -rovided the following information: 

or 8:45PM, v s  watering the flowers on her deck which 
faces the wa er. 

had never seen an orange light on a plane before. 
watching the light and it was moving similar to the way an 
airplane would move across the sky. 
the sky, the orange light grew to the size of a bas 
the orange light dropped and exploded into flames. 
after the explosion it looked like fire was dripping from the 
sky. The fire fell to the water below After, the flames 
appeared to-drop into the water. -heard what sh 
as three (3) instances of what sounded like thunder. 
not see anything that appeared to be going up into the sky prior 
to seeing the orange light. 

The nightmfthe plane crash, at approximately 8:40PM 

.-. At that time she saw an orange light in the 
southeast sky which she believed was a light on an airplane. She :* 

She kept 

As the object moved across p 

a,%$ 

p? , 

- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dueofmclscriptioa 7/20/96 

interviewed n n E E ;  at is res1 
Ronkonkoma, New York, telephone y Special Agent 
WILLIAM HANSEN of the Federal Bureau of Inves igation, New York 
Office; and Investigator JOHN P. KEARY, New York State Police, 
Troop L. p s  advised of the identity of the interviewing 
personnel an 
flight 800. -thereafter provided the followinu: 

e& was 

at the purpose of the interview concerned TWA - 
on Jul 17 1996 at 8:30 PM, he was on 

ay just east of the Moriches Inlet. 
the boat was drifting, motor off, and the stern 

b and his son, 0 

south. -indicated he was fishing 
off the stern of the boat facing due south. -noted a 
bright, orange/red ball ascending slightly, arcing, and then 
descending prior to the development of two distinct ribbons of 
fire, which fell toward the ground. -did not hear any 
sounds that would indicate an explosion took place. 

-indicated he had to look in a southeasterly 
o see the flare, which crossed the Cupsogue Beach direction 

County Park on the horizon. 
traveling in a southeast direction away from him. 

The flare also appeared to be 

-hen drove his boat through Moriches Inlet. 

265A-NY-259028-SU8 C U  

! 
- -. "z --- 

& A u k  Lake Ronkonkoma , New-&- --- -- - -- - _I Investigation on 7 2 0 / 9 6 at L 

Fh# 265A-NY-259028 

by Investigator JOHN P. KEARY (NYSP) Ducdictrted 7 / 2 0 / 9 6  

This document co- neither m m m m h t i o l u  nor conclurbm of the FBI. It is rhe property of rhe FBI and is loratd OD vwr Ipellcv- 

SA WILLIAM HANSEN (FBI) 
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identities of the interviewing agent, Special Agent STEWART J. 
ISMAN; and Detective DANNY CALEMINA, and the nature of the 
interview, she provided the following information: 

While traveling westbound on Montauk Highway at 
approximately 8:20-8:30 PM, just east of the Route 104 
intersection when she saw a grey object in the sky. 
southwest of her location. She was heading to Quogue. After 
spotting the grey object, she looked away and then looked back 
and saw a round orange fireball, for about five seconds, and then 
saw the fire wall in a tear drop shape go straight down to the 
ocean. 
after the fire fell. 

It was 

She did not see smoke initially, but then grey smoke 

b 
-also stated that she had heard a small 

airplane circling Hampton Bays at around 8:OO PM. The plane 
headed north. 

- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

a=i;.ised of the nature of 

Date of tnnscriprion 7/23/96 

Date of Birth was 
this investigation and the identities of 

zke  imestigating agent and detective. 
lrifsrmation: 

He provided the following 

On July 17, 1996 at approximately 8:30 PM, he and his 
wife - were walking on the beach at Smith Point 
Campground. They were walking east when was notified by 
his wife of a flare-type obje 
degrees off the horizon. All could see at that 
point was a large fireball fa 
a trailing thick black smoke line. He stated to his wife that it 
was not a flare because of the black smoke. 
t he  fireball disappeared into the horizon. That is all that 

sky at about 30 

from the sky and 1 

He then stated that 

-saw and could recollect. 

L/ 

'ecieral Aviatim Administration inspector of aircraft antennas by 
-of-, New York, telephone- 
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-d- 7 /20 /97  

On the evening of July 17, 1 9 9 6 m w a s  

in front of camp site number 29. She was looking in 
the shoreline of Smith Point Park Beach with her Husband, 

direction when she drew her husband's attention to what she saw 
as a bright orange streak in the sky mving very fast which 
changed quickly (approximately 2 seconds) into a ball on the 
horizon line. She heard no sound. Initially, she thou ht it was a 
firework curving and arcing slightly west to east. *caw a 
small flash occurring to the right of the bi ger flas 
dropped straight down to the horizon. w n o t e d  that the sky 
was clear and the surf was rough that 
afterwards she saw a Park Ranger race toward the direction of the 
event. 

the orange streak started a the 2 and half inch mark, the small 
flash was approximately 4 inches and the big flash measured 5 
inches tall. -rm length is 23 inches. 

the event it was a mid-air collision. 

then it 

ening. A few minutes 

Holding a ruler on the horizoi-estimated that 

uaband - rfaw. the veiy l&%tages of 

.u heaiguimon 7/14/97 u Smith Point Park, New York 

265A-NY-259028 mAirnkrl 7/20/97 
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L’ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of t ranscr ipt ion 0 7 / 2  1/96 

, Shirley, New York, 

and the nature of the interview, - provided the goliowing 
information: 

At approximately 8:OO PM on July 17, 1996, - 
began cleaning his boat while it was docked in his slip at 
ABBOTTS HARTS COVE MARINA. While cleaning his boat, he was 
talking to two people, who were also cle ing their boat, in a 
boat two slips away from his boat. d d o e s  not know their 
names. - was standing on the dock next to his boat and 

He immediately thought someone in Moriches Bay was 
looking south of the Moriches Inlet, when he saw a “flare” rising 
in the sky. 
having trouble. 
think someone in the bay is having trouble. 
flare.” 
southly course, and then hooked southwest. Then, he saw a large 
red/orange explosion at the end of the flare’s course of travel. - saw what appeared to be “wreckage” from a plane 
falling from the site of the fireball. The “wreckage” took 
approximately ten seconds to come down to earth, and fell in one 
large fireball, and many other smaller fireballs. 

explosion. However, he believes that the explosion was caused by 
the “flare” hitting a plane. 

flying in t e area of East Moriches at the time of the explosion. 

He yelled to the people on the other boat, “I 
’- He sent up a may-day 

The “flare” traveled straight up into the sky on a 

-did not see a plane prior to him seeing the 

h said that there was an ultralight aircraft 

This document  contains  nei ther  recomrnendaiions nor soncius ians  of the  F B I  11 is rhe proper t )  of the  FBI and Is l o a n d  (e your sgrnq 
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The following investigation was conducted by Detective 
RICHARD HIGGINS and Detective GENE GROSS $ 4 3 8  Command 3120: 

Both subjects stated that on Wednesday evening, 
July 17, 1996, sometime durin 
floating dock located at 

, East Moriches 

g t m s t a t e d  he only saw the object ascending f o r  a 
split secon w en he observed an orange or light colored object 
ascending from the southwest direction. He stated it ascended 
for approximately five seconds, and just prior to what appeared 
to be it's maximum height, it hooked to the right and then 

stated as it was ascending it was leaving a 
trail. He stated the smoke trail went all 

the way to the point of impact. states that he was 
approximately ten miles away from e ascending object. He 
stated that the leading edge of the smoke trail had an orange 
glow. b 6  

t hey had just come of 

265A-NY-259028-SUB 4lf 
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The following investigation was conducted by Detective 
RICHARD HIGGINS and Detective GENE GROSS $438 Command 3120: 

Both subjects stated that on Wednesday evening, 
July 17, 1996, someti 
floating dock located at 

0 East Moriches 

$ -stated he only saw the object ascending for a 
split secon w en he observed an orange or light colored object 
ascending from the southwest direction. He stated it ascended 
for approximately five seconds, and just prior to what appeared 
to be it's maximum height, it hooked to the right and then 

stated as it was ascending it was leaving a 
light colore smo e trail. He stated the smoke trail went all 
the way to the point of impact. states that he was 
approximately ten miles away from e ascending object. He 
stated that the leading edge of the smoke trail had an orange 

t hey had just come of 

glow. w 

. . . .. . . . - .  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dated trarrcrtption 7/19/96 

The following 
Allen on 7/19/96 via tel 
Valley Stream, Long Island, 
stated that he was traveIin 
7/17/96 when on his left he saw a orange and red "shooting starN 
coming from the West. The object was slowly dro i n  at a 
downward angle. 
that he saw the object burst into flames and saw an outline of a 
plane, specifically a winq. 
rapidly fall towards the ground. O t a t e d  that the outline 
of the plane resembled a small Sesna. 
incident occurred within approximately 15 seconds. 

The object had an orange tail. P P t a t e d  

Then he saw the debris and flames 

He stated that the whole 
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Date of trrnraiptioi  

-&d he was traveling in his vehicle on 
Highway 27 (Sunrise Highwa on July 17, 1996. He was traveling 
in a westbound direction. Y).stated at approximately 8 : 30 
p.m., he was approximately one mile north of the shore at East 
Moriches, New York, and looked southward. 
that looked like a shooting star in the sky traveling east to 
west and downward in a slightly steeper than forth-five (45) - degree angle. It was small, orange-red in color, and appeared to _ _  
twinkle. It left a trail like a comet, but smaller than a comet. 
He described the trail as a streak that disappeared very quickly. 
The orange-red streak was consistent in color. It traveled 
slowly, in-a direct path, with no curve, for approximately ten 
seconds. He did not observe smoke following the streak, but 
stated that he was observing the streak and not looking at what, 
if anything, was following it. This streak then exploded in the 
air. He described this explosion as a dash of fire and then 
large flames. He observed an airplane wing and debris falling 
down through the flames. He believed this event occurred close 
to the shore. He observed smoke at this point. He thought the 
airplane was small, like a Cessna. He did not think that the 
shooting star streak image and the explosion image were two 
objects coming together, but rather something that was on fire 
and the fi>e got larger. He heard no explosion sounds, but 
attributed this to having his car radio at a high volume. 
driving approximately sixty (60) miles per hour (mph) with his 
windows down. 

He noticed something 

He was 

stated the sun was down'but the sky was not dark 
yet. 

In, estigation on 7/ 2 O/ 9 6 

/ZBS- 

it and i t s  contents are not to be distributed outside your agency 
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-, On July 22, 1996, D ctor 

flare came up from the east and disappeared. The flare looked 
like a comet. -stated that she was looking to the west 
when the flare appeared. 

(SA) JOHNSON and Detective JOSEPH BRITELLE, Suffolk County Police 
Department (SCPD), while checking records at the Ocean Beach 
Police Department. 

advised that she 
1 . = observed Ocean an orange Beach, New flare York, on July I- 17, 1996. She stated the orange 

-volunteered this information to Special Agent 

26SA-NY -259O28-SUB dc ( 
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, I  On July 22, 1996, Special Agent GORDON JOHNSON, P-al i'. 
% i. Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Detective J 0 S g p I f d k ~ ~ -  . 

I- h g  the incident an-; . -  
of the identities of the investiukors, Dr. . 

went skyward and traveled from the west to the east. 
stated that the duration of the event lasted from eig 
seconds. The comet had an orange tail and it maintained it. tail 

fl  
J' 

. ~~ 

does not know if she turned away from the 
direction of view from 

while skyward. 
object or it bu 
Ocean Beach - was northwest. 

-. 

vathation on 7/22/96 -'~m 

bY 
90 

This doerpmmt COlrtrkD B d l b r  rrooPlrrdrtbrr 101 Q0ldUk.D of t l r  FBI. It Ir the proprty of t b  FBI ul b hJ(. . . .. . . ... " . . ... 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent LORRAINE MARTYNIAK: 

small-engine flight instructor, along 
with 
from 
1996, the night of the TWA Flight 800 plane crash. They flew 
east over land. At approximately 8:40 p.m, they see at their 
2 : O O  o'c!.ock position a white cloud of smoke at approximately 
8,000 feet. 
ball which hangs in the sky  a few seconds and then falls to the 
ocean in two columns of flames, described as a waterfall of 
flames, 
crash site. First to arrive, they see two distinct objects in 
the water in flames, described as cylindrical and close to each 
other and at an approximate 120 degree angle to each other. 

an icstructor, stated they took off 
Ronkonkoma at 8:30 p.m., on July 17, 

East of this cloud and 2,000 feet over is an orange 

They are directed by the control tower to go to the 

- 762 265A-NY-259028-SUBL <' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

flight instructor. 
BARTHOLOME0 AVERSANO, Speoial Agent, Alcohol Tobacco & F i r e a r u .  
This interview was generated from lead XIIw07094. After being 
advised of the identit of the interviewing Agent and the nature 
of the interview, provided the following infonation: 

MacArthur 
night, July 17, 1996 and headed east. 

Itinstrumen s on y , wearing special restrictive flight glasses 
called llfoggleslv. 

up from the instruments to check the compass when he saw a light 
in the sky, at the same time - alsd saw the light in the 
sky. 

Also present for the interview MS 

along with took off from 
at 8:30 pm n ct tw n eng ne plane on Wednesday 

+s piloting the plane and was flying 

At approximately 8:40-8:45 pm, -happened to look 
L 

stated that when he first saw the light it 
looked like e orange-florescent street lights that are on the 

He thought that that was also a good description but added that 
it was much bigger than the 8un at sunset. 

described it as a round ball. He stated he heard 
describe it as, Nwhat the sun looks at sunset." 

fstated that the orange ball of light hung in 
the sky for a ew seconds then it broke into two columns of 
flames that fell to the ocean. 
"2 main columns of flames that 

the flames and debris fell to the Ocean, 
smoke which got darker as it fell, 

thought that, Nit kind of 
that had gone wrongow stated that as 

of dark 

by SA IORRAINE EIAIZTYNIAK/dap Datr dictatd 7/26/96 

Tbir docamrl umlrirr ~ r i 1 L r  rrcwurdarbrr .or omd@nr of Ib P I .  I1 b tbe proparty of tbr PI1 u d  b bud IO yamr mga+ 
11 u d  1 caIam1r ore i o 1  Io be dbthbotrh olltrldr your u*rq. 

. . 



000334 .' \, .- * 
. .  .-.. . -. . 

. I  

P D k 2 a  (Ra. 11-1S43) 

245A-NY-259028 

COnthJrtkB Of FD-302 Of - .a 7/26/96 ,PI@ 2 

A t  the same t i m e  that 
the sky, he also saw a cloud of 
t h i s  cloud as thick white 
looked j u s t  l i k e  the white cloud of smoke that w a s  seen when the 
spaceship Challenger exploded. 

t o  the orange a 1 as follows: 

The white cloud w a s  approximately 8,000 feet i n  the a i r  
(h is  i n i t i a l  estimate), the orange bal l  w a s  lower, perhaps 5 ,000 .  
The orange ba l l  was east  of the cloud. 

-described the relationship of the white cloud 

-was flying over land, crossing the Sunrise 
Highway a t  aven, f l y i n g  a t  3500 feet when he first saw the  
orange bal l  i n  the sky. H e  was approximately over Brookhaven 
Airport when he saw the  orange bal l  begin to f a l l  apart into the 
water. -stated that  the orange bal l  was approximately 
2,000 feet lower than the cloud. 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  judge t h e  distance between the t w  They could have 
been one m i l e  or f ive m i l e s  apart. W h e n e w e n t  t o  the 
crash site, 
they w e r e .  
orange ball .  H e  described it a t  the 2 o'clock position from 
t h e m .  

roo 

H e  stated that it is very 

was very surprised a t  how a r  out over the water 
was flying east when they first spotted the 

A t  t h e  t i m e  he was flying over Brookhaven Airport other 
p i lo t s  also reported seeing something fal l ing i n  flames from the 
sky. -was i n  radio contact with New York Approach (NYA) 
on ra o frequency 1180. -They are located i n  Hempstead and are 

Two other planes also got a good description. 
heard New York Approach ask for  the ca l l  numbers and 

of the other t w o  planes. NYA then directed him-to 
f l y  t o  the crash site. 
get there. 

When- to &e crash site he circled it. I n  
the water he saw w a t  appeared t o  be two separate objects on fire 
which were very close together and looked l i k e  a f l a t  P shape. 
-described two objects a t  approximately 120 degree angle 
to each other). Looking down a t  the objects they seemed in tac t .  

It t o o k , h h  approximately f ive  minutes t o  
H e  was flying at 160 knots. 

-stated tha t  at t h i s  t i m e  he had no idea what these 
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objects were and thought two small planes had crashed. 
described this as looking li 
or two cylinders on fire. -stated that other pilot6 who had not seen it fall out of the sky described it a8 an oil tanker 
on fire. 

He 
t o cigar butts or two long cans, 

-reported to NYA what he saw. He then saw a 
helicopter ahd C-130 below him and decided to leave. He was 
approximately at 2,000-2,500 feet and ten riles from shore. 
partner thought something hit the plane. After he landed, he 
looked at the plane and there was a grease mark on the wing 
which he wiped off. 

H i s  

stated that it was a very clear evening, no 
and visibility more than ten miles. He could 

see Easthampton from where he was. There was still a light blue 
sky when he first saw the orange ball of light in the sky. 

plane, 4-seater, call number N2084C, tan, with dark brown stripe 
with a little orange in the stripe. 

-was flying at Beach Travel Air twin engine b 

as been 

m saw no other planes or boats in the area. 
m provided a sketch of the position of the 

fireball and cloud relative to his position. 

.A473 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
Special Agent LORRAINE MARTYNIAK: 

small-engine flight instructor, along 
also an iEstructor, stated they took off 

1996, the night of the TWA Flight 800 plane crash. They flew 
east over land. At approximately 8 : 4 0  p.m, they see at their 
2:OO o'c!.ock position a white cloud of smoke at approximately 
8,000 feet. East of this cloud and 2,000 feet over is an orange 
ball which hangs in the sky a few seconds and then falls to the 
ocean in two columns of flames, described as a waterfall of 
flames. 
crash site. 
the water in flames, described as cylindrical and close to each 
other and at an approximate 120 degree angle to each other. 

with from m acARTHUR AIRPORT in Ronkonkoma at 8:30 p.m., on July 17, 

They are directed by the control tower to go to the 
First to arrive, they see two distinct objects in 
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Date of transcription 8/8/96 

(NY) I 
cted at his residence by 

- 

Investigation ( F B I ) .  and BARTHOLOMEW AVERSANO, Alcohol Tobacco & 
Firearms and Suffolk County Police Department Detective WILLIAM 
JAROSZ. SCHAFF provided the following information: 

they decided to leave the area. 

escribed the color of the smoke as white and it 
a cloud.- A s  the smoke extended down towards 

the water, the color of the smoke trail grew dark. 

could not see if there bdre any boats in the 
area of t However, he did see a C-130 airplane in 

r r  
- 3 7 2  the area. 

-L 

'b In\es t igat lon on 7/24/96 at  Ronkonkoma, New York I 

d05a '.* 

F , I ~  265A-NY-259028 - 5 ~ 6  p p q  4 4  

5% 
5 !  SA SCOTT w. KORMAN/dap Date dictated 7/26/96 
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d the purpose of 
ng information: 

parked near an orange marker on the beach. 
she could locate this marker if necessary. 

beginning to be visible, as she looked south and a little toward 
the east. m a w  a red object going up into the sky over the 
ocean which looked like a flare or a bottle-rocket type of 
firework. As the object went up, she saw a whitish-colored piece 
of the-object fall off the left side of it and travel downward in 
an ttarch@@- shape. The flare-like object then traveled straight 
down. -hen saw black smoke in the sky in a spiral shape 
where the ob'ect had been. The whole incident lasted a few 
seconds. did not hear any loud noises or witness any 
explosions. 

ane had crashed into the ocean 

1 2 3 9  
This document cowinr neither rccommendationm nur conclurionm of the FBI. 11 IS the property of the FBI 
;, ."A ),. ,.n..,rn,r .- -,.*.e L- A'-.LL... .A - . - .a 



0 -  ,. 

- , <  
I L  -r. .* 5 -  * " . 

265A-NY-259028 - Continualion of FD302 of - 
hus 

.- . 

L 

/ 2  40 

;band could be reach& 

. .  





u u o 3 5 2  

2.6 SA-NY - 2 5 9 0 2 8 - 1 

' -1 -was interviewed by Detective STEPHEN 
C. JENSEN and Detective LVIN POWELL of the Suffolk County 
Police Department. The interview was conducted on July 20, 1996. 

The undersigned reporter accompanied bv Detective 

The interview took place at the witnesses residence on 
July 20, 1996, at approximately 1130 hours. -stated that he 
and his wife were camping on Smiths Point Beach, one-fourth mile 
east of the camping marker east of Smiths Point Park. They were 
in their camper at about dusk when -looked out his window 
and observed an orange glow in the s y and thought it was a 
distress flare, he observed no smoke at that time. 

*observed an explosion and two objects drop into 
the ocean wit smoke trailing. He could not determine how far 
away the incident occurred from his location. Incident was south , 
to south east from his location. . 

'L Witness observed a tan light aircraft flying low over .- 
beach, wheels down just prior to incident. 



12-98 

v 
FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 

Date of transcription 

iewing agent and the purpose of the 
provided the following information: 

-.- ---... -...... u %-" L 

unusual because it flew very low --2 ' 
The plane looked like an n l d  pvnn 

individuals passing by. 

About 4 5  minute 
8:30 pm or 8 : 4 5  pm, m 
trailer. *e looked _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _.._ .. 
and saw a bright orange, large fl 
mushroom-shape in the sky ovay + h  
and somewhat h a z v .  2nd i t  t.r= 

4 - -  
fell from the sky paral--- _ _  _.._ 
funnel-shaped trail of nmnke c n i y  

and his wife, 

2s to an hour later, at approximately 

ame which was expanding in a 

d w a s  sitting at the kitchen table in his 
outside t h e  larindow, south, toward the ocean, 

then saw a second 
1 ,  -..- A b  dusk. 

the aid of biT 

In\ rstiganon on 7 / 2 4 / 9 6 a i  Eas 

~~l~ # 2 6 5A-NY - 2 5 9 0 2  8 

-I This document contains neither recommendarlons nor conclusions of the FBI. I r  IS the propeny of the -- . 

i f  and i t s  conrcnis are not to he disinburrd outside tour  anencv. 
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Date  of transcription 8/12/96 

as contacted aboard 
t the State Pier, Fall River, 
advised of the official identitv of * - -  ~ 

the interviewing Agent and he thereafter provided the following 
information: 

He resides a 
home telephone 

Boston, MA, and he joins fishing crews to obtain salary as 
needed. 

remaining to WENTWORTH INSTITUTE, 

He was First Mate on the -n July 17, 1996, and 
the watch" in the wheelhouse fter relieving Captain 

were fishing the 26-500 line. 
line, and were roughly following the 700 in an easterly direction 
off Moriches, Long Island. To his left, at Ilabout 10 o'clocktt in 

was. They had left an area called TOWER RUINS, and 
They then moved to the 43-700 

'L 

sky position he saw what a eared to be'a flare. 
called to Captain- "Hey- check out the flare@'. 

believes that the 
area because it was 

fireballs, and fell into the sea. 

He immediately 

ad just le e w eelhouse, ut returned at once. The 
erupted into a huge fireball, which broke into two 

was within six miles of the 
c six mile sweep of TROPICO's radar. There were two 

vessels much closer to the scene, and a UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

did not respond to the 
cutter, which passed the 
to respond to the scene. 

comb pieces of debris. w a d v i s e d  that upon hearing the 
first vessel radio trans sions about an airplane explosion, he 

air 
earlier. -as asked to focus on "the flare", and he 
stated that 
light that preceded the large explosion. 
possible that "the flare" was TWA Flight 800 in an ascending 
climb rather than an "earth to sky" type flare launch. His 
attention was drawn to a bright ascending light which almost 

requested those two vessels 

impact area. There was fuel smell, and honey 

had been flying around their area a short time 
thought it might have been a small "Piper Cub" type 

is initial observation was of a flare-like ascending 
He stated that it was 

255A-NY-25: 028-SUB C'C _ -  
7- 

Investigation o n  8/ 12/9 6 at Fall River, Massachusetts u 
1 . -  ~ i i ~ #  265A-NY-259028 /- 

by SA LAWRENCE S. FERREIRA/jeb Datedic ta ted  8/12/96 AUG 2 8 1996 
This document contains neither reconimandntions nor conclusions of the FBI It IS the  property of the  FBI and  is loaned to  your  agency= 
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ded, broke i n  t w o  burning p i e c e s ,  and f e l l  to  
t h e  imediate- s e a .  is  t h e  only  crew member who saw t h e  t t f l a r e " .  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

out oi Montauk, Long Island, New York was interviewed on the 

crash of TWA Flight 800 off Long Island on July 17, 1996. 

years, has een working on t h e o f o r  three months. He 
explained that even though the boat is officially home ported at 
Montauk, the s primarily out of Point Judith for 

"11111 is convenience. The 
Inlet off Long Island for one and one half months an 
familiar with the area. 

The -departed Point Judith for the fishing grounds 
off East Moriches the evening of July 16th., arriving there at 
approximately 4:30-5:00 a.m. July 17th. They immediately set the 
nets for squid and dragged for approximately four 
then reset the nets. 
noticed no other vessels except draggers that day. 
day topside on the stern "picking" and hauling. 

fishinq was bad, turned easterly and started hauling the nets. 

-,.berthed at the piers at Galilee/Point Judith regarding the 

a commercial fisherman for eight and one half 

has been working off the East Moriches 

~ 

It was good visibility all day. 

T h e m  stopped fishing at 6:30-7:00 p.m. because 

They hauled the. nets halfway, continuin- ;;;mand the 
boat for the purpose of cleaning them. 

-remained on the stern cleaning up, the net still in the 
water. 

At approximately 8:45 p.m., m looking directly 
over the stern, saw two bright yellow-orange fireballs due west 
at approximately 5,000-6,000 feet, 65-70 degrees high in the sky 
falling very fast slightly from right to left/southerly. These 
fireballs were one hundred to five hundred yards apart and very 
large, about the size of a hand held at arm's length. 

smoke was trailing behind both balls. 

The 

saw no aircraft. 
e of speed. This 

first/lower fireball was a bit larger 

The balls were falling very fast at 

Streaking 
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they disappeared at the horizon. 
noted. He did not hear anything during this incident, but it was 
very noisy on the deck because of machinery.- noted he 
had never seen anything this bright in the sky at night at sea. 

No explosion on impact was 

initially estimated the fireballs at eight 
miles but a- the ebris turned out to be fourteen to fifteen miles 
away. 
dusk, not completely dark. The boat was five miles off the beach 
and about two to three miles east of SHINNECOCK INLET at this 
time . 

The weather was clear but hazy and it was approaching 

then confirmed what he saw with and 
to report same to the Captain. 

it might have been flares, to which 
advised that he was sure it was something big and not 

flares. -then ordered the net be brought in, turned the 
boat westerly and proceeded to the site. 

The =assisted with the recovery of bodies until 
approximately 4 : 3 0  a.m. July 18th. 
freeboard, recovery operations from that boat were not feasible, 

the smaller sport fishing craft that had arrived. The 

burned. The body was transferred to a NASSAU COUNTY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT boat. 

Because of the- high 

so-primary mission was to locate bodies for 

recover one body, a female in her twenties, nude and 

066% 

In the meantime, the Captain had notified the COAST 
GUARD of the sighting and that the =was en route. 

deck because had heard over the radio that a 747 had 
crashed. 
miles away, at approximately 9:15 p.m. Upon arrival two COAST 
GUARD helicopters and one "110" cutter were on the scene. The 

assistance and 

after retrieving the net, began to clear the 

saw nothing until the boat was three to five 
th 

m u a s  the first civilian boat there. 

The COAST GUARD requested the 
assiqned them an area to search south There were 
flames twenty - thirty feet high about the size of two football 
fields, floating human bodies and debris consisting of plane 
parts, insulation and seats. The initial objective was to locate ' 

survivors. - advised that another Point Judith fishing 
boat, the GREEN ARROW, was also at the scene. 
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.oa .Rlc Conlinurtion of FD-302 of 

T h e w a r r i v e d  in the vicinity of Point Judith the 
morning of J u l y  19th but was diverted to fish an area south of 
MARTHAOS VINEYARD. The boat returned to Point Judith Saturday 
evening, J u l y  20th. 

-could not recall any unusual boats, lights, or 
aircraft anytime either before or after the incident. 

Personal background on l i s  as follows: 

DATE OF BIRTH: I 
PLACE OF BIRTH: - 
RESIDENCE: 

HOME PHONE: 

W 
SOCIAL SECURITY 
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 

WORK PHONE (CALLI) :  

. .  
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Date of transcription 

was advised of 
an2 the purpose 

owing information: 

. t  
On the night of TWA Flight 800's crash, -and a 

group of friends w e w e t  a waterhole located off Old Country 
Road, Speonk, New York, in the vicinit the Suffolk County aipi feet in the .water when he 
Police Department's Firearms Range. 
of the waterhole approximately four 
noticed an orange flare ascending from the south traveling in a 
west-northwest direction trailing white or light gray smoke. 
then observed the flare strike what looked like an eastbound 
Cessna airplane on t ,e port side. -saw a small burst of 
flame erupt from the port side wing near the fuselage. 
Approximately two ( 2  seconds later he saw the 

of it below-the tree line. Within five (5) 
spiral and explode. The fireball descended and 

sounded like thunder and felt the ground shake. 

Q was on the west bank 

He 

72 6 
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quarter &f a (statute) mile east-of the intersection of Old 
Countr Road and Speonk Riverhead Road In Speonk, New York. 

interview-was given a standard ruler f r m  which he made 
various measurements at an arm's length. The top of the tree 
iine from a roximately eye-level was measurea to be one (1) 
inch. pp provided the following information: 

was advised of the identities of the interviewing agents h and t e nature of the interview. During the course of the 

On the evening of July 17, 1996, -was with four 
property which was 

friends present were 
friends present that 

-was wading in 
the bank and was 

located on the western-side of the water hole'facing in an 
approximate southeastern direction. His four friends were 
located behind him on the bank of the water hole. 

m was looking in a direction he believed to be 
southeast =t a clear sky when he observed the following series of 
events: 

An "orange flare" flew up into the air froill the 
direction of southeast immediately above the tree line from a 
direction of left to (a direction of) right. The spot on the 
tree line from which this occurred was above and between two 
fence posts that had a horizontal pole joining them which was 
located behind two bushes on the other side of the water hole. 
The "orange flare" ascended to, and appeared to impact with, a 
'speck" in the air above and at a higher altitude from where the 
"orange flare" was first observed. Because of the small size of 
the "speck", it was believed that the "speck" was a Cessna. The 
"speckn was light grey in color. 
believed to be a wing, came straight down in a near vertical path 
to the tree line from the "speck". 

A piece of the aircraft, 

The rest of the "speck", 

u 
Investigation on 6 / 13 / 19 97 at Speonk, New York 

File # 2 6 SA-NY- 25 902 8 Datcdicasd N/A 
Christina Gust 

by Steven A. Bonqardt (sab) 
OPJ-3 
T h i s  document contains neither recommcndrtlons nor eoaclusions of the FBI. It i s  the properly of the FBI and IS loaned to your agency; 
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quarter of a (statute) mile east of the intersection of Old 
New York. Road and Speonk Riverhead Road in Speonk, 

as advised of the identities of the interviewing agents 
and the natu 
i n t e r v i e w d w a s  given a standard ruler from which he made 
various measurements at an arm's length. The top of the tree 
line from approximately eye-level was measured to be one (1) 
inch. TOOKER provided the following information: 

of the interview. During the course of the 

On the evening of July 17, 1996,-as with four 
friends at a water hole located on private property which was 

located on the western-side of the water hole facing in an 
approximate southeastern direction. His four friends were 
located behind him on the bank of the water hole. 

-as looking in a direction he believed to be 
southeast at a clear sky when he observed the following series of 
events : 

An "orange flare" flew up into the air from the 
L r e c t i o n  of southeast immediately above the tree line from a 

direction of left to (a direction of) right. The spot on the 
tree line from which this occurred was above and between two 
fence posts that had a horizontal pole joining them which was 
located behind two bushes on the other side of the water hole. 
The "orange flare" ascended to, and appeared to impact with, a 
"speck" in the air above and at a higher altitude from where the 
"orange flare" was first observed. Because of the small size of 
the "speck", it was believed that the "speck" was a Cessna. The 
"speck" was light grey in color. A piece of the aircraft, 
believed to be a wing, came straight down in a near vertical path 
to the tree line from the "speck". The rest of the "speck", 
believed to be the rest of an aircraft, descended at a slight 
angle from a direction of right to (a direction of) left. 
Approximately three (3) to five (5) seconds after the remainder 
of the "speck" descended behind the tree line, an "earthquake 
rumble" was heard and felt -later stated the time elapsed 
between these two observations as approximately two and a half 
(2.5) to three (3) seconds). 

"mi-e stated he saw no actual object but did see an 
initially, also called the "orange flare", a 

........................................................................... 
Case ID : 265A-NY-259028-302 Serial : 3598 

265A-NY-259028-CC1 653 
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orange light with a "spotted" contrail that seemed to be 
"propelled by somethingw. The as approximately one and 
a quarter (1.25) inch in length. recalled observing the 
--range Elare" travel the up to the speck". He 
3rd nothing associated with the observations of the "orange 

L a r e " .  The path of the "orange flare" was further described as 
ascending vertically and arching to the right, the final angle of 
its path being approximately fifteen (15) de rees to the right of 
a vertical line from the tree line. d w a s  certain of the 
left to right direction but recalled that the amount of movement 
across the horizon in a horizontal direction was very small. The 
"orange flare" was consistent in its speed which was described as 
"ver quick". Based on his recollections of observing aircraft, 

estimated this ascending object traveled at approximately Y wice the speed of a normal aircraft and took approximately three 
and one half (3.5) seconds to reach the grey "speck". 

The "orange flare" ascended to the exact same point in 
the sky as the grey "speck" and exploded - increasing from the 
"size of a penny to the size of a quarter" and from a ripe peach 
color to a lighter "orange-orange" color. The point of this 
explosion was approximately one and five eighths (1.625) inches 
above the tree line. Immediately, as the explosion occurred, the 
piece that-hought was a wing came off and fell almost 
straight vertically downward - fifteen (15) degrees left of a 
vertical line drawn to the tree line - in about one half (.5) 
seconds. 'It came down approximately one quarter (.25) of an inch 
to the left (east) of the position of the explosion. This piece 
appeared to rotate. 

The bigger (remaining) piece of the aircraft consisted 

black smoke. This piece descended at an approximate forty-five 
(45) degree angle (from a horizontal line with the point of the 
explosion) until it went behind the tree line. Thisebigger piece 
came down approximately one (1) inch to the left (east) of the 
position of the explosion. The flames were approximately three 
quarters as long as the length of the ball which did not appear 
to rotate. The smaller piece was one quarter the size of this 
bigger fireball. 

L an orange light - a ball of flames which left a trail of 

recalled that he had the impression that all 
three jects, the "orange flare", the smaller piece, and the 
large f reball, were coming toward him as opposed to away from or 
at a co stant distance from him. 

object, to the time the bigger fireball went behind the tree 
line, took approximately five and a half seconds. 

-estimated that the 
entire T vent, from the time he first observed the ascending 

to observe the sequence of 
started to witness them. After the 

fireball went behind the tree line, d and his friends left 
the water hole. -went home an 
observed. 

told his mother what he had 

contacted the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
days later to report what he had seen. 0 
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stated he had waited until that time because he had felt that a 
lot of people would probably have witnessed what had occurred and 
that his statement would not have been needed. After a few days, 
\en he had not heard anything conclusive about the cause of the 
ash on the news, he decided to contact the Federal Bureau of 

b v e s t i g a t i o n  because he thought that he might be able to help. 

-disliked the media and had not contacted nor 

f had no flight experience but was building a 
been con acted by them. He had no plans to do so. 

"gyrocop er" with his girlfriend's father. He had 20/20 vision 
and was not color blind. 

stated that, since the explosion, he has looked 
up surface-to air missiles in a book belonging to his uncle. 
TOOKER further stated that what he saw did not look like the 
pictures he had seen in the book, in that the pictures in the 
book were taken closer distance than from where he had made his 
observations. 

At the conclusion of the interview-was asked to 
replay the sequence of events he witnessed that evening with 
respect to the "orange flare" and ensuing fireball in his mind or 
aloud - whichever he preferred. His silent recollection of these 
events took approximately twenty seconds. 
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On July 21, 1996, -was interviewed by 
Special Agent (SA) DONALD W. McCORMICK, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation ( F B I ) ,  and SA JAMES DIMARIA, Alcohol Tobacco and 
Firearms (ATF), at his residence. 

m a d v i s e d  that on July 17, 
were walking on the beach at Smith 
advised he looked up into the sky, 

stated he noted a 
unable to 

1996, he and 
Point State 
and viewed the area 
small orange glow in 
determine whether the 

-stated he initially 

actually see a flare projected from a 
might have been a flare from a boat. 

Not noting any boat, 
in the sky. 

advised he b took his eye off the 
returned his glace to the glow still 

=stated he returned his vihon to the 
glow, which he viewed for an additional second or two. 

The flash then became a more noticeable fire or explosion. 
distinct se arate pieces of fiery material began dropping to the 
ocean. &advised, he initially believed there was a mid-air 
collision between wo aircraft because of the two separate fiery 

advised he continued to view the two fiery f e 1 into the ocean. materials. 
pieces until 

advised he now noted a flash developed from the area 
Two 

advised a few minutes after the pieces fell into 
of smoke drifted over the beach- 2-k39oasueCCI 

... there after, rescue operations began. 

k k a t i o n  on 07/ 2 1/ 9 6 at Medford, New York 

# 265A-NY-259028 - 
SA DONALD W. MCCORMICK 7 

by SA JAMES DiMARIA (ATP) Date dictrtd 07/21/96 
0-6 
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The following investigation was conducted by Special 
Agent (SA) ANDREW DE CICCO, SA KEVIN MATHIESON, and Senior 
investigator from the New York State Police JOHN F. CASSINO, at 
the Smith Point County Park on July 20, 1996: 

[-D\-j St. James, New York, 
advised he is a lifeguard at 0 

and worked Wednesday, July 17, 1996, from 
9:30-am - 5-30 pm. 
on the beach that afternoon, but stated the beach was crowded 
because it was a beautiful day. 

He stated he did nit notice anything unusual 

Sussex, New 

, New York, 
he beach at 

staying at her 

Smith Pointon Wednesday, July 17, 1996, from 11:OO am - 3:30 pm, 
and did not see anything unusual. Both women stated the beach 
was crowded with many people that day. 

, Brentwood, 
New York, telephone 
advised she was in t 
night, July 17, 1996, and did not see anything. She did not see 
any fire or smoke in the sky. 

'L 

Commack, New York, 
reiephsne -Date of Birthf-k advised he 
-.cas at the-Smith Point camping ground onWednesday, July 17, 
; 9 9 6 ,  and did not see anything. 

Nednesday, July 17, 1996. and did not hear or see anything 
"h -,ncerning the crash of the airplane. 

-;,' ,a -ul.-sday, S - n Zxly  17, 1396, but did not see-anything. - 

SccrexlTately 9 : 3 9  pm,  on Wednesday, July 17, 1996, and-did not u- 
_ _ -  "2 2cl.a. - - * *  SIX:<? azi eve~yoze  I c c X i n ~  :-ward it. 
+sir CY see anything snusual until :?e got Rear the pavilion- when --- 

- %  Ll 
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b 

The following individuals, who possess Connecticut 
commercial fishing licenses, were contacted by Special Agent John 
P. McKenna on July 26, 1996, regarding any unusual activities 
they may have seen in the vicinity of Port Jefferson, Long 
Island, during the early hours of July 12, 1996, or on July 17 
and 18, 1996. 

a lobsterman with 4 to 5 

L 

Jefferson as too far away for him to see clearly, so he did not 
see anything significant on the dates in question. 
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2 
L JPM/tfr 

, said 
i o n  the 

his father every day, seven days a week. 
that neither he nor his father saw anything s gn 
dates in question. 

- - 

boat up for sale, and that he did not see anything significant on 
the dates in question. 

saw nothing of significance on the dates in question. 

not-have thezoat out on either 7/17/96 or 7/18/96. 
-saw nothing unusual on the dates in question. 

Thus, 

7/13/96 or 7/14/96. 
in question. 

saw nothing of note on the dates 

The following individuals possessing Connecticut 
commercial fishing licenses were contacted by Special Agent John 
P. McKenna on July 29, 1996, regarding any unusual activities 
they may have seen in the vicinity of Port Jefferson, Long 
Island, during the early hours of July 12, 1996, or on July 17 
and 18. 1996. 

nothing significant on the dates in question. 

u 
estion. However, on Saturday morning 7/27/96, at 9:30 a.m., 
found what he balieved to be a piece of insulation from TWA 



. _  

265A-NY-259028 

3 
b JPM/ tf r 

turned in the item to the U.S. 
Coast Guard at Montauk, 
Flight 800 in the water. 

The following individuals possessing Connecticut 
fishing licenses were contacted by Special Agent John P. McKenna 
on July 3 1 ,  1996, regarding any unusual activities they may have 
seen in the vicinity of Port Jefferson, Long Island, during the 
early hours of July 12,  1996, or on July 17 and 18,  1996. 

question. 

powerhouse stacks near Port Jefferson, but he can't see the 
harbor from where he usually fishes. -saw nothing unusual 
on the dates in question. L-l 

~ _ _  
anything significant on the dates- in question. 

identified a 

ere was no 
listing for such a person in West Haven, Connecticut. 

The printout of 1996 Connecticut Fishing Licenses 

Direc oxy 

identified a I 88 Union Avenue, West 
Haven, Connecticut 06516, Efforts 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ N e w  Haven !!!!!/31/96 that f, nr 
is a non-published number. 

at that number were unsucce*~sful. 
to 

mber 



. ,  

L 265A-NY-259028 
JPM/tf r 
4 

Licenses 

Directory 
that there was no 

identified a 

Connecticut 
However, neither 
the dates in 
this matter. 

L 

later, and saw news reports indicating that TWA Flight 800 had 
exploded over the water, that Gozzi realized what it was that he 
had witnessed. -advised that he had been visited by a male 
FBI agent several weeks ago to discuss this matter, but could not 
recall the agent's name. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 08/09/96 

On July 24, 1996, Special Agent (SA) WILLIAM F. LYNCH, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), while doing random 
interviews between the hours of 5 : O O  PM to 1O:OO PM at Smith 

was asked if he visits this park regularly; had 

whether he had noted anything unusual at the park, on the land, 
sea, or in the sky, either on ht of the crash, or at any 
time leading up to that date. advised as follows: 

0BsEEmATIms OF 

17, 1996 when TWA flight #800 crashed, and - is a coach of the Suffolk County Special 
Olympics team, and he and several other coaches are readying 
their runners for the Special Olympics Marathon, and take them to 
Smith Point Park every Wednesday, approximately 5:30 PM to run 
around the parking lot, which is exactl'y one mile in 
circumference. 

b 

On the evening of July 17, 1996, at approximately 
6:30 PM to 7:15 PM, he saw two cars parked in the far, northeast 
corner, a few yards away from the large garbage container that is 
emplaced nearby and he noted that the two cars were not parked 
between the parking stripes, but were parked directly behind each 
other, and he thought this strange. 

-recalled that one of these vehicles was a small 
white car, while the other was a blue car, and was parked 
directly behind the white one, so that it could not move unless 
the blue car was moved. 

He continued that he also observed two dark complected 
individuals, a male and a female, who were "not Americans" and 
who walked away from those two cars, and down to the nearby bay 
water's edge. 

- - 4  .. . 
;.i!: 

~nvestipation on 7/24/96 t t  Smith Point Park, New YQrk 1 

File rl L- ! 
v-* 1 

265A-NY-259028 I 

by SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH/axh 7/25/96 

This document contams neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI I t  i s  the property of the FBI and u loud to your w, 
rc J L  

:. ̂ - A  ..- ---.--.- ---  --. .- L -  I...-.* . 1 . .*  
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Continuation of FD-302 ,On 07/24/96 .Page 2 

He described the male as approximately 5'10tt to 6' 
stocky. He had long trousers and a short 

estimated this man to be in his 40's. 

had little descriptive information regarding the 
female, other than to guess that she too was in her 40's. 

stated that he was at the Smith Point parking lot 
on July 17, w 1 6 until 8:30 PM, but did not see TWA flight #800, 
either before or after it exploded. 
'@bangtt or ttpopt', like a tire exploding, and recalled that this 
was at 8:30 PM to 8:35 PM. He also recalled that there was a lot 
of boat traffic on the bay side on the evening of July 17, 1996. 

He did recall hearing a 

=did state that two of his coaches, named- 
Last Name Unknown (WV), and-, did see flight #800 go 
down, and added that while he does not have their last names he 
does have their phone numbers, and promised to either get those 
numbers for SA LYNCH, or bring the two coaches to talk to the 
FBI. 



\ 
W 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of tnnocripcion 07/25/96 

On July 19, 1996, at about 2 PM, Sergeant FRED DELUCA 
and Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA, SO-9, were present in the vicinity 
of Smith Point County Park, Shirley, Long Island. Motorist and 
passersby where interviewed in an effort to further the 
investigation regarding downing of Trans World Airline (TWA) 
Flight Number 800. The results are as follows: 

, Smith Point Campground Security, 
not working on July 17, and has no 

may aid this investigation. 

2 : 0 4  PM - 

airplane flying easterly and low flying. The next time 
she looked, she saw a "white flash" and two (2) 

shaped masses of fire falling to- the. 
as not seen suspicious people in the ground. 

area. 

white m a w i l e - ;  and 

e 14, trai er spo number 
, both report seeing two large fiery 

3:OO PM - c Pglice Chief E T E R S  of the Smith Point County Park 
Police was conferred with. No information has been 
reported to him as to suspicious people in the area. 

3:20 PM --and- Parking Lot Attendants 
at Smith Point Par ing to report. 

265A-NY -259028-SUB & 

Invesagahon on 0 7 / 19 / 9 6 at Shirley, New York * c  7. 
b 

~~j~ # 2 6 5A-NY - 2 5 9 0 2 8 L/ 
/ A  

Sergeant FRED DELUCA fi/ 
by Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA ( S O - g ) ~ ~ ~ N G : h r E D B t e d i c t a r e d  0 7 / 2 3 / 9 6  - 
This document conuins neither recommendations nor conclusions ofthe FBI Ir IS the property of the FBI and I S  loaned to your agency. 
I r  and tis conrrntc are nor fn he disrnhured ourside tnur aeencv 
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re arding the July-17, 1996 TWA Flight 800 airplane crash. 
thereafter, provided the following information: 

stated that on the evening of July 17, 1996, he 
icycle in the parking area of the Smith Point 

e 
was riding 
Park campgrounds, where he was visiting with his parents, when at 
approximately 8:30 PM he looked up at the sky in an easterly 
direction and saw two bright red cylinder-type shapes fall down 
toward the water in opposite directions. 

m stated that he did not hear any unusual noises 
but that he did see dark smoke come up from the water. 

8 

at Long Island, New York ‘d 
Inveatigrtion on 7 /  2 O/ 9 6 

File IY 265A-NY-259028 

by SA KEVIN C. MATHIESON/dp km DIte dictrted 7/23/96 

Thlr document c0at.i.r neitbex rscommtadrtions nor eondwionr ol the FBI. It is the property of the FBI u d  is bud to vow meom: 
ow4 
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U JPK : cam 

-was telephonically interviewed by 

1996. 

* 
Investigator JOHN P. KEARY of the New York State Police 
Department. 

Bay.. 
a i r  and did not see anything prior to that. 

The interview was conducted on July 19, 

k@ B a d v i s e d  she was on a sailboat in Shinnecock 
She advised that she only saw the burst of flames in the 

It is noted that th-were sailing as part of 
the "lightning fleetii based out of the Southampton Yacht Club. 

, i .  

% : 
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Ihte of transcription 8 / 7 / 9 6  

the following information: 

. and 8:30 p.m., she an- 
boat traveling south on a canal located 

east as they 
then stated, 

direction 
falling in a west to east 

ffLook at that. 
and noticed two 
direction. 
because the 
Dune Road. 
because she 
assumed the fireballs would have hit the water. 

She did not see the fireballs impact the ocean 
the bay and her view was blocked by 

believes the fireballs did impact the ocean 
white smoke rising from the area where she 

L 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 
ENGELHARDT were present at Gabreski Airport, West Hampton Beach, 
NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
800. upon presentation of identification and advising them as to 

ing members of the New 
provided the following 

the purpose of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG), 
information: 

At approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 
identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. At that time all reported seeing 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 miles from their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into "two large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces." The fireball subsequently disappeared 
into the sea. Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 
to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue mission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this mission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96, 

'L 

I n L e s t i g a t i o n  on 7 /  18/96 31 West Hampton Beach, N Y  

~ ; i i e d  2 6 5 A - N Y - 2 5 3 0 2 8  < > d F &  -34 
DET.  W A Y N E  .r. P A R O L A ~ V -  
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ENGELH 
On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. 

RDT were present a, Gabresk 

Date of transcription 7/19/96 

PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 
Airport, West Hampton Beach, 

NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
800. Upon presentation of identification and advising them as to 
the purpose of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG), 
information: 

ing members of the New 
provided the following 

R - Engineer- 
Loadermaster; - Radio, Operat 

1 

A t  approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 
identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. At that time all reported seeing 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 miles from their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into "two large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces." The fireball subsequently disappeared 
into the sea. 
to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue mission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this mission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 

Invest igs i ion on 7 /  1 S j 3 6  . I I  West Hanpton Beach, Nk' 
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Date of transcription 7/24/96 

ABRESKI AIRPORT (ANG) , * ' n d  1 
elephone number 
was advised of 
of the Federal 

tham ton Beach, New Yor 
acsimile number 

- -- Special Agent 
Bureau of Investigation and the nature of the interview: 

stated he was the Co-Pilot on ANG C-130 
during a routine training flight in and 
n July 16, 1996. Take off time from the 

base was 8 : O O  PM EST and flying altitude was a 1500'. 
training mission planned was to execute an in-flight refueling 
maneuver with an ANG "-60 helicopter that was also flying in the 
local training area. 

The 

tated at approximately 8 : 3 5  PM EST, he 
descerding from an altitude of 

about 4000'. The fireball disappeared into the sea. The 
aircraft headed in the direction where the fireball entered th 
water. The aircraft remained in the area and communicated wit 
the United States Coast Guard inasmuch as it had been determin 
a passenger aircraft (TWA Flight 8 0 0 '  had crashed in the water 
sff Center Moriches, Long Islacc, Xew York. 

:e 
h 
.ed 

stated that about 1 0 : 3 5  PM EST the United 
re que s t e m  of parachlJte ill-mirating 

stated the A" aircraft 
e flares for search and 

flares from the ANG C-130. 
routinely carries a load o ~ ~~ 

rescue operations. 

sated ::?a: zwo scrties were flowr, ir. 
States Czas t  Sxard's rescue missior. a x i  a 

- n  --tal of 84 flares were dispezsed. The aircraft returned zz the 
base after its second sortie at 3pFrox:mate;y 3 : 1 5  AM :ul)* 17, 
1 9 3 5 .  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dare of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 
ENGELHARDT were present at Gabreski Airport, West Hampton Beach, 
NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
8 0 0 .  Upon presentation of identification and advisins them as to 

ing members of the New 
provided the following 

the purpose-of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG), 
information: 

At approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 
identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. At that time all reported seeing 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 miles from their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into '#two large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces." The fireball subsequently disappeared 
into the sea. 
to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue mission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this mission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 

Investigation on 7/18 / '96  .It West Hanpton Beach, NL' 
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Date of transcription 7/19/96 

On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 
ENGELHARDT were present at Gabreski Airport, West Hampton Beach, 
NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
800. Upon presentation of identification and advisins them as to 

ing members of the New 
provided the following @- the purpose of this interview, 

York Air National Guard (ANG), 
information: 

- Engineer; 
- Radio, Operat 

- Loadermaster, 1 
A t  approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 

identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 miles from their area of operation. 
aircraft was said to have broken into Ittwo large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces.Ii The fireball subsequently disappeared 
into the sea. 
to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue mission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this mission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

L At that time all reported seeing 

This 

Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 

Invesiigsilon on 7/ 1 S i  9 G West Hampton Beach, NY 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T. PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 
ENGELHARDT were present at Gabreski Airport, West Hampton Beach, 
NY, relative to the crash of Trans World Airlines (TWA) flight 
800. Upon presentation of identification and advisins them as to 

ing members of the New 
provided the following 

the purpose of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG), 
information: 

: - Engineer; 
- Radio, Operat 

- Loadermaster, 1 
A t  approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 

identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 
vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. 
what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 miles from their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into Ittwo large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces." The fireball subsequently disappeared 
into the sea. 
to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U . S .  Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue mission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this mission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

b At that time all reported seeing 

Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 

Investigation on  7 /  16/96 Lll Vest Harnpton Beach, Nk' 
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On 7/18/96 DET. WAYNE T .  
GELHARDT were present at Gabresk 

NY, relative to the crash of Trans 

PAROLA and DET. KENNETH 

World Airlines (TWA) flight 
Airport, West Hampton Beach, 

800. 
the purpose of this interview, 
York Air National Guard (ANG), 
information: 

Upon presentation of identification and advising them as to 
ing members of the New 
provided the following 

R - Engineer; 
Loadermaster, 1 c - Radio, Operat 

At approximately 8:37 pm on 7/17/96 the individuals 
identified were flying an ANG C-130 aircraft at 1500 feet in the 

what was later identified as flight 800 erupt into flames 
approximately 14 miles froin their area of operation. This 
aircraft was said to have broken into I1two large comet shaped, 
orange colored pieces.I' The fireball subsequently disappeared 
into the sea. 
to the area at which the fireball entered the water, remaining in 
the area and maintaining communication with the U . S .  Coast Guard, 
and supporting a rescue mission through the utilization of 
dropped illuminating flares. The ANG flight flew two sorties in 
support of this mission and returned to it's base at 
approximately 3:15 am on 7/18/96. 

u vicinity of Moriches Bay, NY. At that time all reported seeing 

Immediately thereafter the ANG aircraft proceeded 
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Date of transcription 07/24/96 

_._ 

Police 
interview. provided the following information: 

RAFFERTY was also-present for the * 

said on the evening of July 17, 1996 he was 

said he saw a large ball o 
Meriches let when he noticed the plane 

f descending to the ground. 
flames heading towards the ground but did not see it land. 

plane before 

said the plane 
actual crash. 

ver the horizon so he wasn't able to see 
said he did not see anything happen to the 

-said he then returned to his boat and headed out 
between 120 and 150 degrees towards the direction of the plane 
crash. 

was with two of his friends,. 
(PH) and when he saw the plane explode. 

m a s  asked by the interviewing agents if he had 
s or activity leading up to the day of 
said he noticed a 40 foot red tug boat 

which had entered 

seen any suspicio 
the plane crash. 

before 07/17/96. 
Inlet on the day of the plane crash but has not seen it since 
that day. The tug boat did not seem to have any working function 
because he never saw any crew members or any tools or gear on the 
boat. 
boat. 

Inlet on the two previous weekends 
this red tug boat enter the 

-added that he never saw the operator of the tug 

.)said the tug intered the Inlet and traveled in a 
westward i ec ion. 
traveled bac into the ocean it headed in an eas 
direction. @&sYid the tug stayed in the 1 

When the tug boat left the Inla5 

Investigation on 07/19/96 at Center Moriches, New 

F I I ~  8 265A-NY-259028 
. SA Frederick R. Schmied 
by SA Martin Bernstein 

i/ 
2 ,  W" 

Date dict 11-7 / 2 4 / 9 6 
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approximately an hour before 
tug boat i n  t h e  Irilet before 
of 07/06 and 07/07/96. 

ad not  seen t h i s  
leaving* i n i t i a l l y  llCh see ng it on t h e  weekend 

: _ .  . . ~ . .  . .  
. .. . .  

. .  . .  . . .  
- .  . -  .. . 
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On July 19, 1996, at about 2 PM, Sergeant FRED DELUCA 

Motorist and 
and Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA, SO-9, were present in the vicinity 
of Smith Point County Park, Shirley, Long Island. 
passersby where interviewed in an effort to further the 
investigation regarding downing of Trans World Airline (TWA) 
Flight Number 800. The results are as follows: 

, Smith Point Campground Security, 
and has no not working on July 17, 

on that may aid this investigation. 

8:30@[ 
2:04 PM - 

e noticed an 
airplane flying easterly and low flying. 
she looked, she saw a "white flash" and two (2) 

ground. 
area. 

The next time 

shaped masses of fire falling to the 
as not seen suspicious people in the 

white m a w i l e - ;  and 

e 14, trai er spo number 
, both report seeing two large fiery 
g to the ground. 

3:OO PM - P6lice Chief E-TERS of. the Smith Point County Park - 
Police was conferred with. 
reported to him as to suspicious people in the area. 

No information has been 

-z 
'. 
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c 

LJ F ~ J ~ #  265A-NY-259028 /n  

Sergeant FRED DELUCA 
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- 1 -  - 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF MvEsIlGATIoN 

Daee of auucripQn 07/25/96 

On July 19, 1996, at about 2 PM, Sergeant FRED DELUCA 
and Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA, SO-9, were present in the vicinity 
of Smith Point County Park, Shirley, Long Island. Motorist and 
passersby where interviewed in an effort to further the 
investigation regarding downing of Trans World Airline (TWA) 
Flight Number 800. The results are as follows: 

Smith Point Campground Security, 
not working on July 17, and has no 

may aid this investigation. 

2 ~ 0 4  PM - 
he noticed an 

3:OO PM - 

3:20 PM - 

airplane flying easterly and low flying. 
she looked, she saw a "white flash" and t w o  ( 2 )  

ground. 
area. 

The next time 

shaped masses of fire falling to the. 
B not seen suspicious people in the 

- Pglice Chief Z T E R S  of the Smith Point County Park 
Police was conferred with. No information has been 
reported to h i m  as to suspicious people in the area. 

Parking Lot Attendants 
-and- at Smith Point Par ing to report. 

-.. 

265A-NY-259028-SUBd 

Invcsngauon on 0 7 / 19 / 9 6 at Shirley, New York *c  2. - 
File# 265A-NY-259028 /n  

Sergeant FRED DELUCA 
by Detective NICHOLAS GARCIA (SO-9)kJNG: hrgAtcdlctated 07/23/96 - 
This documenr conuins neilher recommendations nor conclusions or the FBI It IS  rhe propem of the FBI and I S  loaned to your agency: 
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Date of mnscription 07/24/96 

On the evening of July 17, 1996 (Wednesday),-was 
the Pilot of an H-60 Helicopter, flying a ni ht ref eling 

mission. Chief was b d v i s m  e icopter took 
off from Gabreski Airport at approximately 8:OO to 8 : 0 5  p.m. 

.1 Sunset was scheduled for approximately 8:19 p.m. -said he 
flew some approaches during what remained of the daylight hours. 

described approaches as flying out over the water and then 

the co- ilot was and the Crew 

back to the airport. 

stated that at approximately 8:25-8:30 p.m., the 

noted he was sitting in the right seat, 

runway 24 at Gabreski Airport. 
aircraft. The helicopter was facing 

ind in the seat, a n d m s  
aid he saw a streak of red 

light movin very fast from left, or from west 
described the streak of light as having the 

trajectory an 
to east. 

higher elevation to a lower elevation in a 
curve. The streak was almost horizontal. 
streak for one to two seconds after which 

image of a shooting star. The streak moved from a 
descending 
bserved the 

% 
explosion. 

oted he did not hear anything. He was wearing a helmet 
for voice communication with the helicopter crew. 
the explosion as a red burst with smoke. 

Approximately one to two seconds later there was a second 
explosion which engulfed the first. The second explosion was 



tremendous and continued to expand. d e s c r i b e d  the fire ball as being four times the size of e setting sun. The 
fireball descended slowly with thick, black, opaque smoke. 0 
said it took approximately eight to ten seconds for the fireball 
to impact the ocean. A huge column of black smoke emanated from 

ireball. The fireball impacted the ocean t o m l e f t .  
debris falling. 

They 

were very high, 
were flying 

approached the impact site t 
there were 
side of the 

n the left 

said 

fadvised he saw an air foil shape in the water 
urt er described as a piece of an aircraft wing or a 

noted the size of the fire and 

which he 

on the air foil 
section of the tail. observed red and white markings 

- ~- - his observation liners led him to 
potentially a commercial airline. 

eported seeing many bodies in the water. 
peared to be a raft or aircraft chute with a 

in an effort to locate survivors. 
said they continued to fly around the impact strobe light. 

he was reporting these events to the Air 

he returned to Gabreski to pick up 
the location of the bodies with National 

the flight time from the crash site 

haid five minutes. 
approximately thirty minutes had past since t e time he first saw 
the explosion to the time he initiated his return to Gabreski. 

him in the rig t seat as Aircraft Commander. 
_ h a i d  upon returning to 

the left Additionally, 

vision gear to enhance their ability to see in the low light 
conditions. v t e d  this is the reason-replaced him as 
Aircraft Comman er. 



I 

By the time they returned to the scene there were Coast 
Guard vessels and other surface aircraft dropping illumination 
flares. 
from t h e m  of the surface vessels interfered with the night 
vision equipment. -said after flying around the crash site 
for a while longer they returned to Gabreski where they landed at 
approximately 11:45 p.m. 

said the bright illumination from the flares and 

-oted the observations of the red streak and 
explosions were 
vision equipment. 

explosion occurred eight to ten miles off shore. 

light, without the use of the night 

altitude of feet, plus or minus 5,000 feet. The 
stimated the explosion occurred at an 

The following is a diagram illustrating-iew of 
the incident: 

Y * ' )  
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FEDERAL BL'REALr OF lNVESTlCATlON 

were re-interviewed arid _ _  Z -  . e . - - -  . . _ - -  ~ 2 - d  9 

::--z-dizz ixforratisn: 
Laze, East Xcrlctes,-Ti-ey provided the - - -  

.ious interviewips 
aboard a 

. something was 
In what he could 
hypnotized. 

3 

.rid advised that 2-2 
u n i e h k ; y  or and t 'ned ir. ir 
to1 
.s as a sult of 3 
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F'EDERAL BUREAU OF INvEsIlGATION 

7/25/96 Duc of tnnscriptim 

-was on his boat near Smith Point when he saw an 
orange glow 
approximately 45 degrees above the horizon. He stated after a 
short period of time, he noticed "the water got loudii, as the 
water seem 
been. d t a t e d  he then felt a cool breeze that stopped 
shortly after it started. 

escending from the horizon from a point 

to strike the boat in a different manner than it had 

'u Investigationon 7/20/96 Mastic 
F ~ C  # 265A-NY-25 9028 

@SA MICHAEL GALGANO (ATF), DET, 
by p A  CHRISTOPHER BRYCEIJ~ND (m :me 

This document contains neither rrcammendations nor conelurbnr of tbe FBI. h is thc propeny of h FBI md is I 
a3w 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 'b 

Date of transcription 7/25/96 

purpose af the interview. following 
information at 12:OO PM. 

was on a boat traveling north toward the 
Shinnecoc m approximately 100 feet from the inlet. 
was facing south when he saw a red flash in the distance. 
advised that the flash appeared to be 200 to 300 feet over the 
water. The flash traveled upward with a very slight arc to the 
right. The flash was to the right of his position. One eighth 

ion of the flash broke off and 
advised that the main portion of 
upward. When the flash reached its 

of the upward distance, 
descended to the left. 
the flash continued to 
highest point, it turned into a blackish gray smoke clo 
cloud remained stationary, then eveircually vanished. 
not hear or feel anything. 

red sailboat approximately on south. Shortly before the 
explosion, a brown 18-foot speedboat and a 16-foot black 

cing southwest. About a half hour before the 
observed a white, cigarette type speedboat that 

was approxi m 35 feet long. The boat was speedin 

speedboat 
explosion, 

shore from east to west toward the Shinnecock Inlet. 
advised that the boat was traveling much too fast for 

- 
W T h f d  

rn 
vaguely recalled observing a m After the incident, 

. .  - . .- 

L Investigation on 7/20/96 at Westhampton, N e w  York 
a 0 4 3  
File u 265A-NY-259028 

bt SA STEVEN A. 
SA CHARLES J. RUSSELL 

Dace dictated 7 / 2 5 / 9 6  __-_-- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8/9/96 

Date of Birth I). residence, 

for the purpose of obtaining 
on July 17, 1996 of 

TRANS WORLD AIRLINES (TWA) Flight 800 and/or a rocket which was 
reported in previous July 2 0 ,  1996 interview by a Special Agent 

unrecalled by 
to the spot a 
his previously reported observations made on July 17, 

Deputy Inspector 

present during this contact were the following individuals: 

(SA) of the (FBI) (name raveled in his brothers boat 
located when he made 

1996. 
y Marine Bureau (SCMB) 
took readings using a GPS 

45 magnetic compass. Also 

FBI SAs PAUL SHEA and SA PETER C. CASAZZA, Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) Senior Intelligence Officer ROBERT A .  
DOHERTY, and DIA Surface-to Air 

mi their observations on 
and family friend 
interviewed separ 
July 17, 1996. 

u-.. 
THOMAS F. LEBLANC. 

The purpose of recording this and similar information 
was to allow f o r  future interpretation of this data. 



Procodoncor ROUTINE Date: 10/14/1996 

To: New York Attn: ASAC George Andrew 

Steven A. Bongardt, ext. 8277 

Herman Neil E 
Lang Thomas F 

Draftod By: Bongardt Steven A:sa# 

Cas. ID #: 265A-NY-259028 (Pending) 

Titla: UNSUB(S) ; + ~ 

EXPLOSION S T W A  FLIGHT 800; 
JULY 17, 1996; 
AOT-IT-EID 

3 
& 

Synopsis: 
on the night of July 17, 1996. 

Enclorrurerr: 
C. Casazza and one report of Deputy Inspector Douslas S. 
M a t u l a ,  S uffolk County Ponce Department, Marine Bureau, 
concerning - witness flare sighting plots. 

Dotailrr: Deputy Inspector Douglas Matulewich, along with Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and, on certain 
occasions;. analysts from the Defense Intelligence Agency, plotted 
left and right lines of sight bearings from eight different 
witness locations from which eleven witnesses reported seeing 
flare-like objects rising immediately before the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 on the night of July 17, 1996, on or about 8:30 p.m. 
local. Deputy Inspector Matulewich used a Global Positioning 
System 1G.P.S.) device to ascertain the witnesses exact location 
and plotted his results on a U . S .  Department of Commerce, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Cart number 12353 
in degrees magnetic. 

SAs Theodore Otto and Steven Bongardt prior to the release of his 
final report and had provided the same following locations as the 
result of his plotting work €or possible MANPAD (Man Portable Air 
Defense/ shoulder launched missile) shooter locations: 

Flare sightings plotting report of selected witnesses 

One copy of FD-302 by SAs William F. Lynch and Peter 

Deputy Inspector Matulewich had been in contact with 

2bS AN asQoa8K-c 1 
a%! 1. LAT 40 degrees 40.68 minutes North 

2. LAT 40 degrees 39.19 minutes North 
LONG 072 degrees 40.66 minutes West 

LONG 072 degrees 37.29 minutes West 
-. 
.I . .  
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, - ' . To: New York : Herman Neil E 
' Re: 265A-NY-259028, 10/14/1996 

These locations have been used in providing possible 
r:- - 

acoustic side-scan sonar and possible recovery. Deputy Inspector . I  ;* 
. T i '  Matulewich strongly recommended that these locations and an area 

within a minimum of one nautical mile of these locations be 
searched . 

locations of a -PAD launch tube or 'Stinger" eject motor for 

_ -  '.. 

These locations are within the preliminary envelope of 
foreign MANPADs obtained from the Defense Intelligence Agency 
which might have been used against TWA Flight 800. 
locations are just outside of the preliminary envelope obtained 
from the U . S .  Army for the U . S .  'Stinger" missile system. The 
Army will provide a more accurate envelope after careful 
modeling. 

These 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
L 

..P 

Date d t r u a d p t h  

On October 7, 1996, Special Agents (SAS) WILLIAM F. 
LYNCH and PETER C. CASAZZA, of the Federal Bureau of 

MAW e DeDartment (SCPD] -Marine 
B B e c t e d  to a compass- 
C l K k t  rendering Inspector MATULEWICH had done regarding TRANS 
WORLD AIRWAYS (TWA) flight # 800. 

between July 20-30, 1996 of eleven (11) witnesses who had 
observed a "flare-likeW object rising up toward flight # 800, 
just beforedt exploded and crashed into the sea off the coast of 
Long Island, New York (N.Y.), approximately 8:31 PM, on the 
evening of July 17, 1996, These various sightings had raised the 
possibility that a missile might have been fired at, and caused 
the destruction of flight # 800. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH had either been present 
during those initial FBI interviews, or was brought back to 
interview those witnesses, in order to obtain compass readings 
from the spots from which those witnesses had made their 
sightings at the time of the flight # 800 explosion. 

an accompanying witness, while three (3) of the witnesses had 
made sightings while alone. 

Investigation (FBI), obtained from Deputy Inspector DOUG- 8.  

This rendwag-was based upon FBI interviews done 

L, 

EPght (8) of those witnesses had been in the company of 

The purpose of taking those compass readings was to 
obtain intersections of witness flare sightings of which might 
allow for the description of a possible sea-borne launch area 
from which a missile might have been launched toward flight # 
800, if, in fact one was. 

Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH's rendering did allow for 
the description of an area from which a missile could have been 
launched, and which area might be.logically searched for either 
aircraft/missile debris, or an abandoned missile launcher. 
Obtained from Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH this date, were: 

Investigation on 10/7/96 at Great River, N . Y .  

pile# 265 A NY 259028 
SA WILLIAM Fm LYNCH 

. -  by SA PETER C. CASAZZA_ Date dictated 10/7/96 
a a s 4  ~ 

ha8 nor conclurioes of the FBI. It is the property of lbe FBI and is loaned to w u  qrq; ._ 
u e  np to be distributed outside your agCaCg. 



265 A NY 259028 

Continlrtbm of PD-302 of DEP . INSP . DOUGLAS MATULEWICH ,OD 10/7/96 ,?& 

,< ..r...5 + 

1. A two page letter in which he sets forth his findings, and 
suggests an area that should logically be searched. 

2. A one page summary listing the eleven (11) witnesses which 
sets forth in latitude and longitude readings, their positions at 
the time of their sightings of a "flare-like" object rising up 
toward flight # 800. 

3. Seven ( 7 ) ,  more detailed pages, setting forth the names of 
the paired or individual--witnessest the names of the FBI agents 
who interviewed t h e e  beputy Inspector MATULEWICH's actions upon 
meeting with those witnesses, and the latitude and longitude 
readings MATULEWICH obtained as a result of meeting with those 
witnesses. - - 

I 

4. 
plotted by Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH showing the resultant 

A marine bureau map on which the witness sightings were 

L' intersection of those sightings. 
5. Also included is a hand drawn transparency generated by 
ROBERT DOHERTY, of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) which he 
(DOHERTY) had previously given to Deputy Inspector MATULEWICH, 
and which MATULEWICH also gave to SAS LYNCH and CASAZZA, on this 
date. 

-. 
3 .  Seven (7) pages setting forth the names of all seven 
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ROBERT J. GAFFNEY 
COUNM EXECUTIVE 

' . I  

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

September 18, 1996 

SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA.Paul Shea . 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
135 Pinelawn Rd. - Suite 350 South 
Melville, NY 11747 e* * 

Gentlemen: 
- +  

On Saturday, July 20,1996, T became involved in a joint effort 
to determine the possibility of a missile shooting down TWA flight 
800. The objective was to determine if the observations of eye 

\i witnesses could be plotted on a chart to determine a location from 
which a missile was shot. 

Enclosed are the recordings of witness observation locations, 
of witnesses -who on the evening of 7/17/96 saw a "flare-like" 
object rising immediately before the crash of TW.9 flight 800. 
These locatmns are indicated in Latitude (LAT) and Longitude 
(LONG). In addition are the results of the magnetic bearings taken 
with a hand held magnetic compass of these observations. 

The results of these observations have been plotted on chart 
number 12353 (17th Ed., June 13/92) Shinnecock Light to Fire Island 
Light, published at Washington, D.C.  by U.S. Department of 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

- 
The course of TWA flight 800 on 7/17/96 at approximately 2030 

hrs. has been plotted on chart number 12353. The results of the 
various lines of positions of the witnesses observations have been 
plotted on chart 12353. The flight path of TWA flight 800 may be 
overlaid with tracing paper which has missile information (to 
scale) provided by Robert Doherty 'bf the-Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA). All of this information taken together indicate to . 

me the very real possibility that if a rocket was used to shoot 
down TWA f l i a h t  800 t h e  "shooter" would have had to been at one of 
the following locations: 

1. TJAT 40O40.68" TiONG 072'40.66'W LJ 

aas t 
30 YAPHANK AVENUE, YAPHANK, NEW YORK 11 980 - (516) 852-6000 



' .  

To: SA Peter Casazza 
SA William F. Lynch 
SA Paul Shea 

'u September 18, 1996 
Page 2 

2. LAT 40"39.19'N LONG 072'37.29'W ..+e2 
'3  The above Latitude and Longitude locations INDICATES THE 

CENTER OF AN AREA THAT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED TO BE SEARCHED AND 
AT A MINIMUM A ONE (1) nautical mile area should be searched for 
the remains of equipment that would launch a portable missile. The 
possibility exists that the equipment was discarded and now remains 
on the ocean floor. 

. <  

b 
DSM : bm 

cL* 

- -  
Deputy Inspector 
Commanding Officer 
Marine Bureau 

Enclosures 8 
-- 

.. 



1.- - 

a *  - 3 6.' LAT 4 0 ' 3 7 . 6 1 3 "  

Hand held magnetic compass was 0 9 8 ' .  
LONG 0 7 3 " 1 5 . 7 4 2 ' W  . *. ..a+ 

LAT 4 0 ' 4 0 . 9 6 1 ' N  
LONG 0 7 3 ' 0 0 . 2 2 1 ' W  
Hand held magnetic compass was 1 1 0 ' .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 1 0 4 ' N  
LONG 0 7 2 ' 5 5 . 9 6 8 ' W  
Hand h e l d  magnetic c o m % s  w a S ' - 1 2 4 " .  

LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 7 4 5 "  
I LONG 0 7 2 ' 4 6 . 5 7 3 ' W  

L' Hand held magnetic compass was 1 5 0 '  
Hand held magnetic compass was 155'. 

3 4  

LAT 4 0 ° 4 8 . 1 7 2 ' N  
LONG 0 7 2 " 4 5 . 3 2 1 q W  
Hand held magnetic compass was 1 5 2 ' .  
Hand held magnetic compass was 1 6 0 " .  

- 

LAT 4 0 ' 4 9 . 1 8 7 ' N  
LONG 0 7 2 ' 3 9 ..OO 3 ' W 
Hand h e l d  magnetic compass was 1 8 5 " .  
Hand h e l d  m a g n e t i c  compass was 1 8 7 ' .  

1 

T,AT 40"50.295'N 
LONG 072"28.526'W 
Hand h e l d  maanet . ic  compass was 2 2 5 ' .  
Hand held m a g n e t i c  compass was 2 2 3 ' .  

2 28% 
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of t h e  FBI, Deputy * 

Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH Suffolk Count Police Department 
Marine Bureau, met with a and Y t  the Fire 
Island Coast Guard Station, abylon, New 

ad previously indicated that 
they rising over the ocean, on 

the crash of TWA flight 
were taken out on the water in the U.S. Coast 

directed the boat 
coxswain, Petty Officer RANDY RYAN location of their 
observations on 7/17/96. 

When the m h d i c a t e d  that CG 44341 was in the exact 
location as their 7/17/96 observations of TWA flight 800, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following -readings as 
indicated on' his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 40'37.613'N, LONG 
073'15.742'W. From this location also indicated to D / I  Matulewich 

as the location of the observations in relationship 
re Island Light House and the magnetic bearing indicated L, to the 

on D / I  Matulewich's hand held magnetic compass was 098". 



. .  
.* 

On 7/29/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police Department 
Marine Bureau, m e t  with at Davis Park Marina, 
Fire Island, New York. 

had previously indicated that she had observed 

. 

ct rising over the ocean, on the 
before the crash of TWA flight 800. 

to the location on the 

When indicated that she was in the exact 
location s-d on 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the follow.ing readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 4O'40.96a4ntt LONG 073'O0.22ltW. From this location 
a l s o  indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
location of her observations in re1 
water, and the-magnetic bearing indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand 
held magnetic compass was 110'. 
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On 7/30/96, at the request of SA PAUL SHEA of the FBI, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATUL unty Police Department' ' I  * *  ' '.-': 
Marine Bureau, met with at the Bellport Yacht, 
Bellport, New York. "* 

-had previously indicated that he had observed a 1 .q 
"flare- ike object rising over the ocean, on the evening of 
7/17/96, immediately before the crash of TWA flight #800. 

I-Jreturned to the exact seat and location that 
he occupied on the night of 7/17/96, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWTCH to-ok the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45: LAT 4Oo45.104'N, LONG 072'55.968'W From this location 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by {-)was the 
location of his obserM*ions, starting with an object with a red 
glow, which rose from east to west. The position of the object 
with the red glow, in relationship to the Smith Point Pavilion was 
indicated to 'D/I MATULEWICH and the magnetic bearing of the 
indicated bearing on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 
was 124". 



0 0 0 4 3 2  
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On 7/20/96, at the request of SA PAUL > $;.J SHEA of the FBI, Deputy ' 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH uffolk Count ice Department 

at Great Gun 
Marine Beach Marina, Bureau , Fire met Islan 

with-an- or 
, :: 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEW ,,,:E! observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800 by 
were made from a boat approximately 
as- indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. 

From the indicated area on the -dock,- Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
MATULEWICH took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin 
GPS 45:  LAT 4 0 ' 4 5 . 7 4 M 3  LONG 
also indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 
was the location of the 
room building-and a flag pole. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the rest room 
building indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass 

The magnetic bearing to the flag pole indicated on D/I 
MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 155". 

L-,' was 150'. 



On 7/21/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of t h e  V n T  
jr . ,  * i 'A 

Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH. Suffolk f!nllnfv D 
Department Marine Bureau, met wit1 
Abbott's Hart's Cove Marina, East 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS 
observations on 7/17/96 of W A  FLIGHT 800 by 
-were made from the dock behind their 
indicated area on the dock, Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH 
took the following readings as indicated on his Garmin, GPS 45: 
LAT 40'48.172'N, LONG 
indicated to D/I 
the location of the 
dock, a Coast Guard A-la'ry-boat also docked on the dock, and to 
numerous poles on the shore, which were used as a reference point. 

The magnetic bearing to the right side of the end of the dock 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 152'. 

The magnetic bearing to the flag pole 
hand held magnetic compass was 160". L, indicated on the 



On 7/20/96, at the request of SA WILLIAM F. LYNCH of the FBI, 
Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH, Suffolk County Police '' 
Department Marine Bureau, met with ROBERT DOHERETY of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) at the Westhampton Beach High School, New 
Pork. 

Indicated to Deputy Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH was that the 

-h:%e 
observations on 7/17/96 of TWA FLIGHT 800  by 
made from the parking lot of the Westhampton 
From the indicated area in the school's parking lot, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GPS 45: LAT 4Oo49.187'N, LONG 072'39.003'W. 
From this location also indicated to D/I Matulewich by ROBERT 
DOHERETY was the location of the observations in relationship the 
several telephone polffbh'ich were used as a reference points. 

The magnetic bearing to the left side of the observations 
indicated onT/T MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 185 ' .  
The magnetic bearing to the right side of the observations 
indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand held magnetic compass was 187'. 
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On 7 / 2 2 / 9 6 ,  at the request of SA Paul Shea of the FBI, Demtv 

. .  . .. .. I 

7 / 1 7 / 9 6  of TWA 
were made from a boat as t e  
east jetty of the Shinnecock inlet. 

From the indicated area in the Shinnecock Inlet, Deputy 
Inspector DOUGLAS MATULEWICH took the following readings as 
indicated on his Garmin GP$ 4 5 :  LAT 4 0 ° 5 0 . 2 9 5 ' N ,  LONG 0 7 2 ' 2 8 . 5 2 6 ' W .  
From this location a@!$$ indicated to D/I MATULEWICH by 0 
-as the location of the observations in relationship to the 
stern of his own boat and a Coast Guard 4 4  foot Motor Life Boat 
which was opePating in the area. 

on 7 / 2 2 / 9 6 ,  
MATULEWICH'S 

Two observations were taken from 
( , observation # 1  the magnetic bearing in 
u hand bearing compass was 2 2 5 ' .  

indicated on D/I MATULEWICH'S hand bearing compass was 2 2 3 ' .  
Observation #2 the magnetic bearing 

-indicted to D/I MATULEWICH from this location the 
direction of-his observations of TWA flight 800 on 7 / 1 7 / 9 6  in 
relationship to the stern of the boat and a Coast Guard 44  foot 
Boat which was operating in the area. 

held magnetic compass was 2 2 3 ' .  

-* 

The magnetic bearing to the observations indicated on the hand 
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EDWARD J. WARNER, Jr. was interviewed by Detective 

ARTHUR BUKOWSKI and Detective STEPHEN JENSEN of Suffolk County 
Police Department (SCPDJ. The interview was conducted on July 
21, 1996. 

On July 21, 1996 at approximately 1730 hours, the 
undersigned officer and Detective STEPHEN JENSEN, #934, of the 
6th Squad Dete 
0 Date of B 
New York 11946 . rF 

Hampton Bays, 

On July 17, 1996 at approximately 2015 hours, the 
witness was in his boat in the Shinnecock Bay setting gill nets 
with his daughter. The witness observed a flare, yellowish in 
color, shooting upward from the ocean, southwest of his location 
and a few miles away. Witness says that flare reached an apex, 
then burst into a large golden yellow fireball in the sky, which 
quickly descended back to earth. Witness did not hear anything, 
nor see any smoke. 
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On July 21, 1996, Detective MICHAEL CALVIN of the 
Suffolk County Police Department interviewed 

Greenport, New York teleph 
k place at esidence at 6:30 p.m. In 

sum and substance, s t a t a d o l l o  

On July 17, 1996, at about 8:40 p.m., 
sailing in Shinnecock Ba 
telephone number & 
Southampton Yacht Club. was sitting in the front of the 
boat fachg west. He noticed a small light in the sky to the 
south and east of him. At first- thought it was 
fireworks, but it was just a second or two later when he saw an 
explosion. One small light turned into a yellow/orange explosion 

It 

with -and 
The boat was heading towards the 

on fire. This object came straight down and then 
saw it split into two objects, falling to the water. 

heard an explosion about forty-five seconds after the 
to ten second for these objects to fall to the horizon. 

objects fell to the horizon. It sounded like thunder. - 
heard a second explosion two or three seconds after the first 
explosion. The objects fell to the horizon about ten miles 
southeast of him. 
Shinnecock Inlet when this event occurred. 

u 

-was one to two miles northeast of the 

L aoas 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dateof m a r c ~ n  7/25/96 

On July 20, 19 

was interviewed at the Mastic Beach 
tion Dock on Riviera Drive. After being 

advised of the identit 
of the interview, 

approximately 8:25PM, she saw a white flash in the sky. 
Following the flash, two columns of flame proceeded down to the 
horizon. Shortly after the columns reached the horizon, she saw 
black smoke rising from the same area also in a column. - 
heard no sound accompanying this activity. 

of the interviewing Agents and the nature 
rovided the following information. 

On July 17, 1996, while on the beach at Great Gunn, at 

. .  





0 0 0 4 4 3  

265A-NY-259028 
L JPH : hrg 

,mj 
- 1 

l-bwas interview by Detective JAMES P. HAYES 
and Detective JOHN LOMBARD1 of the Suffolk County Police 
Department. The interview was conducted on July 23, 1996. 

1996, at 1200 hours. 

4-stated that on Wednesday evening July 17, 
1996, he was operating a boat northbound in Doug Canal, Hampton 
Bays. He was looking towards the rear of the boat when he 
observed a bright orange fireball fall from the sky into the 
ocean. He stated that the fireball was approximately fifty to 
one hundred (50 to 100) yards wide and fell into the ocean at 
approximately 165 degrees south of Dougs 
(6) miles south of Dune Road. Also on 

and - all of which hav-nterviewed. r - 4 ,  

-36 B 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 8/8/96 

- -  
interview. JONES provided the following information: 

his brother-in-law, 
pm they were 

) heading out of 

e left, and both were approximately 100 
did not observe the origin of these two 
hed both as they fell vertically down to 

barge 

the sky southeast of their boat. 

to 150 feet wide. 

the water. 
as they las 
observing the lines of fire in the sky, 

did not observe the barge re-enter the 
sight in 

lines of fire. 
inlet after the 
witnessing the lines of fire, 
from somewhere in the ocean. 

The right line of fire was 
higher in 

did not observe the lines of fire any further 
y five to seven second nutes prior to 

observed the same 
oat and head out of barge described about once again go by 

the inlet in a direction toward the location of the 

s than one minute after 
heard a "thud" noise coming 
did not hear a noise 

cc 3 
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ion) while or prior of fire in the sky .  
tated at the time he observed the line of fire it was 

hazy and almost dark/dusk. 

-- - -  
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t 

at Farmingville, New York (telephonica f *  1-1 awq 
LJ 

~nvcstiga~ion on 7/28/96 
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