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Interview Summary 

On March 248 19978 the Navy P-3 crew was re interviewed individually, by the 
NTSB. Present for the interviews was Nom Wiemeyer, NTs& and Rich 
Karnoweitz, FBI. The interviews were held at Brunswick Naval Air Station, 
BrunSWiCk, Maine. 

The persons interviewed were: 

Russell Balmer 
Duane Oaks 
Shawn Betas 
Philip Dunn 
John Browne 
Jeffery Hayes 
Ted Schewman 
Michael Aikens 

No information was gained as a result of the re interviews to change the 
individual recollections given during the first set of interviews. The 
following persons had been transferred in normal’tour rotation and were not 
available for interview. 

Ray Ott 
Richard Van Deorstyne 
Bradley Baca 
Manuel Yarberry 

The new information which did come from this visit to Naval Air station 
Brunswick is a copy of the Air Wing flight operations for July 17, 1996, a 
copy of the squadron flight schedule for July 17, 1996, maintenance activity 
on the transponder which failed, on the witness aircraft, following departure, 
and SONOBOUYS carried and deployed during the P-3 training mission. 

According to both squadron and air wing records, the aircraft carried three 
types of sonobuoys AQS 36, AQS 57B, AQS 53, and AQS 62. These systems, and 
the other systems on all of the P-3 aircraft at NAS Brunswick are specifically 
designed to find, localize, and track submarines. 

During the course of the training mission flown on July 17, which passed over 
the scene of the TWA flight 800 loss while enroute to the practice area, the 
P-3 dropped 52 sonobuoys all of which were dropped a minimrlm of 200 miles 
south of the site of the loss, in the practice area, while working with the 
submarine. 

During the visit to NAS Brunswick, it was determined that the Navy P-3 
aircraft in use at this air station have no air-to-air weapons delivery 
capability and the aircraft in question carried no weapons or shrpes. 

In addition the interviews provided information that when the transponder 
failed after takeoff a electronic repair technician, who is normal crew 
corhpliment, went through the in flight repair procedures on the transponder 
but could not restore it to operation. 
exchanged for a replacement through the normal Navy supply network. 

Following the flight, the unit was 



rl 
m 

rl 
8 
0 

4 
JJ 

rl 
rl m 

a 
Q) 
L) 
m u 
-4 
5 c 
-4 

0 m 

E“ 

- 

W m 

OD 

B Itl 

88i I l l  

8 8 8  
i i 8  I l l  

8 8 8  I W m m 
rl co 

L) 

-4 
3 

CD 
rl 
I 

W 
rl 

z l  
-4 
3 
0 
rl 

L 
rl 
0 
W 

al 
9 

0 0 0  
m o m  o * m  
d l - I T - 4  
P P P  
d d r l  3 -  o w  

W 
W 
N 

h 

Y 

I 

$ 
w m m m  
N m m D D  
N m m m  
OD dDDd 
m w m w  
rl d r l d  

r l m  
N r l  
m m  ~ - m  
m m  
d d  

OD 
rl 



c 

2 "5 
., 

3 

'u 
' r e  

6 3  
-' c 

\.i 
i 

3 

.1 
3 

3.4 

I 
L i 

. - ,--. z 





t - 
i 



I I 

I 

I 

I i 

I I 

I r 

I $ 

I I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

0 I? 

ES 

C i ?  

CJ: 

Ct3 

C? 
C41 

c:3 

C65 

DI? 

1 I 

I 

I 

_ ................................................. " ......--....... " - ..-........- : ................ ........ 

8 



I I 

f I 

I I 

I I 

I I 
I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 

I I 
.._." _.... " .._ .................................... ".. .....-....._.. " .......................... " ........... I ...-.-....--..--- I ....................................... - ....... ____._." ....................................... " .__._._... "_^ . ....... "" ..........__. " ........._-....... "_......".-....-."-.~" _-......-. .. ....-.......-.. " --.. "-.- -- ....... ....... "- ............ "- ^ ........................ " ...... ......-..- - .-.....-. I ..... -" -...- -...... - ....... ........ 

I I-I-.-z) ~ ~ ~ ~ : L . . ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~  timxw.. 19 3; 41 43 45 47 53 
h8OL QTY PROJ PRI DATE CRD RE% NO DCI 

71 58 $9 13 11 14 
W G R  ....._- ...................................................... ...-.. - "--" - - _ ............................. " ........................... "-..---""...--̂ ..._I-..- 

_".." .....,-.-..... ... ......--..... ...- ........ -- .... .... ..... - PART NUHBER ._.-- _.... ............................. I ..- ...... - ."_.._ - .... 
ff AL ..................................... I .....- " .-...... " ____-....- ".......... ..................... .. ......... - F;P fi ....... ..... tsy  ?...Ah 1:; :> hS p,px ...;rs 1. {:,1(7 g;? (jyl;w:T%:; 1x523 p C  

CB:! CB? C13 
L.. 

Cl? 

i 

I 
I 
I 

I CURRECTI'IE ACTIUK 
I RYREI) TSA:ISWWDEK K T i  IFDI GEA!! FRLltl SUI'PLY. 

_.. ..................................................................................................................... 



I I 

............... .- .- .... .." ................... .-. .... .- .... .- .." ..- .... ...... .". ..- .... .." ..- .- -. ........ .-. .._ .- ... .- .I .... .-. -. ...... 

I ........-...-..-.. ".-""--...-..I .-..-....-..--..... ! ............ -........-.......- II .......... ._.-..ll..-----l..--.l__ll" ..... -" -........-.......--..I. I_- ...-...--. 

856 

CP9 

c;! 

a71 

c13 

c25 

87 i 

C!7 

C2P 

c4s c49 c53 C I !  .)* I 

! 

_...... I -._ .............................. " .................................................. I 



.... ..... " _ ......-.__.._ " ...-_.....-.. - -.______- ."."-....-I ...... -....--.. ..-....... ............................ ........ --_.._....__.. "" -- " _._ ^_. ".... ...."--......I __I *." ....................... .. ........_-...... "_"""_.. --.. -_.. - .......... " ........ - ....-- .....*. " ........................................... " ._--...... ...... .......... ..... ........... -... "..__.. 
I i,.J:~~Ai,.. l.JC:jZ ,*' .- ... r<md.I[':[i: 1 I.!J(=[:~..p$.#".c."tTE:B \&i?l.( ;..ii:;LJqj : P7I:r.ii,q'i:jL.A'rEfD txa~ IWI..:R; 

. .  
TPIE REASOtt! ..- ̂ .....I_. " .... I...._" -.- .........-.......- 

I ......-..-,......._. I" ......._......_. ..--.....- ".......___...I.. " ........ ......- TOOL BOX 

f i .JCJ..lt.mii: 1. .-i'VM.! ?S.?G!2i 1. I. B 11. L. @ i 

I 

I 

73 I 39 18 11 14 43 45 49 52 
INOEX FTP AYP A/T 61 )BGR REF-SYHROL Qfi PROJ PRI D U E  ORD RE9 NO DA-E-REC .................................. I- ........... ......-..--..--.. ...l"..̂ -..."- - .....-..........-. -".".....-I .... "..... ...-.... ....-....- _...."." ...--.. " -...___ " ...-...-........._.... " ... "_..."-__"........_-....--_ -" .-....-__.. "_" ̂__.... .- .-.. "" -.-- .....- .-...... ........ .... " -_- .............................. -.-" ....--....---.. ....-- .._.. -...-- ..... --...... ......... 

.... ... _." ...... .". ._ ... -. ._. - ........ ._- ..- ............ - -.. -.. .._ r:q 13 .... .... ........ _.. .... .... ._. .... .... ............ .-. ._ .-. -. ._. .... .......... 
L ... 

A48 A52 A58 A59 A60 A62 M5 A d  SE HFZR 674 :NVE?X!RY F :a 
TYPE EQUIP BU/SER NUHRER OISCD T A  POSIT FI3 SAF/EI SEI4 HEZ4 F21 F22 PEan UHIT CODE 

I1 I3 .. c' . cI* ;$I:' rm .I. .-JV.h.7 

-...... I ........................... " ....................................................... I .... .._...._...... *" _... "..." .... " ................................................................... ". ...................................................... ".......I .- ........ - ....... - .......................... 

t 
I 

1 
I PILOT XY:TIAT 3(1 
I 1-7' cl'r'7' 

!COULD NOT OUPLTCAE OH T'4E DEi:K.35 CHECKED 4.6 KT:! ON GR3UCD E S T  SET REFEH TI 1': 

365 843 873 87 1 

:as cz9 E13 C!7 I CGRRECTX N X O N  

c45 CA? -,, 
94 I 

I 

~ .............................................................................................................. I 


